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(Cont’d.)
(The Holy Spirit says
:)

"...When every 'ungodliness and injustice' will be in the heart of ninety-nine percent of humanity, when mental and material ungodliness and injustice will have invaded every social class, and even abomination will have pene​trated the house of God... then God will no longer reprimand with paternal chastisements - which regretfully, it is true, save only a few, because most, however, are already the servants of Satan - but He will leave you to yourselves. He will withdraw. He will no longer act, until the moment in which a flash from His Will will order His angels to open the seven seals
, to sound the four trumpets, and to free the eagle of the three woes. And then, horror, a breath
 will be given to the fifth trumpet, and the Judas of the end times will open the bot​tomless pit, in order to issue forth that which man will have desired more than God.

When? When? Are you already in this hour, or are you about to enter into it? You fear. You ask yourselves...But you do not repent. You will not be told when. It is written in the hearts of the present prophets, "but what the seven thunders
 told them is sealed, and they will not tell any​thing."

(...Paul to the Romans, pp. 44-5)

----------

Priests and Shepherds


(Jesus has two messages for priests of that period…)


"…Don't you know that, even if man does not see, God sees you? Why then do you cast your incense before the power of gold or the power of man? From the height of My throne, don't I see too many of My priests devoting their time ‑ the time I give them so they will spend it on their priestly mission ‑ on human commerce aimed at increasing their well‑being? Yes, I see this. Don't I observe ‑ and my heart turns ‑ too many of My priests abjuring My Law to obey the law of wretched men, hoping to receive honor and gain from them? Yes, I see this…


"Mankind stands at a major fork. Two roads branch off from there: one leads upwards to God; the other leads downwards to Satan. At the fork there is a rock. It is you. If you act as a bulwark and spur towards the first road, Satan will not burst forth, and souls will be propelled towards God. But if you are the first to roll towards Satan's slope, you will drag mankind towards the horrors of the Antichrist, ahead of time…"


(Notebooks 1944, pp. 117-8)

 
"The earth, corrupted by so many things, ferments like a rotting body and contaminates souls with its stench. But if the churches scattered among the houses were incense burners, where a priest lives… and burns himself by loving, the world's stench would be counterbalanced by the perfume of God, issuing from the hearts of the priests living in total 'fusion' with God
… being only like Me, Who am in the Sacrament at man's disposal at all hours. I, God, am there without weariness, without pride, without resistance - and hearts would be purified.


"Such priests, perfect ones, are like the sun. They breathe souls into Heaven as if they were drops of water. They purify them in the atmosphere of Heaven, and then are like clouds delicately dissolving into beneficent dew - during the night, in concealment - to bring refreshment to the parching thirst of souls, poor flowers wounded by so many things.


"They breathe in: to breathe into oneself it is necessary to possess great strength. Only very energetic love for the Lord and for one's brothers and sisters can give it to you. Gazing steadily at God, on high - very high above the earth - you can, if you wish, attract souls to you ‑ that is, to God, in Whom you live. It is an operation requiring generosity and constancy. Even a blink must serve this end. All of your actions must have this as their goal. There are looks which can convert a heart, when God shines forth in them… Just as the silent, demure dew acts, which descends while all is at rest…


"Sacrifice, sacrifice, sacrifice, O priests. Prayer, prayer, prayer, O pastors.


"I called you 'shepherds.
’ I did not call you 'solitaries' or 'captains.' The solitary lives by himself. The captain marches at the head of his men. But the 'shepherd' remains in the midst of his flock and watches over it… He calls it and gathers it together; he tirelessly goes back and forth along its extent; he precedes it at difficult junctures and is the first to examine obstacles, levelling them as much as possible; he makes rough ways safe by his efforts, and then remains at the troublesome spot to oversee the passing of his sheep; if he observes that one of them is fearful or weak, he takes it on his shoulders and carries it beyond the point of danger
; and if a wolf comes, he does not run away, but hurls himself against it, in front of his sheep, and defends them, even at the price of dying to save them… How many beasts there are, attacking souls! The shepherd does not waste time on useless chatter with passers‑by, and does not get distracted with matters which are not his concern. He takes care of his flock, and that's all..."

(Notebooks 1944, pp. 115-6)

----------

The Four Beasts are Singled Out

 
(Jesus identifies the four beasts, spoken of in Daniel
, and foreshadowing “the diabolical ministers of the Apocalypse” in the Book of Revelation
:)


"The four beasts: the four errors which will precede the end. The four errors which will be four horrors for mankind, and which will give birth to the final Horror…


"Atheism tore away man's wings of an eagle and heart of a demigod, and made him an animal walking in the mire… Entirely of flesh and blood, in his selfhood and deprived of the spiritual wings of the spirit, man bears a weight heavier than lead, a weight bending him over, knocking him down, and plunging him into the mire…


"Man rejected the Law of God to take up many other doctrines. But none of them was or is of God, and true Charity is thus not in any of them. Hence man, who had embraced atheism, changed from an eagle and a lion into a mere man. Through a hellish sorcery, he gave birth to himself, turned into a bear, the fierce devourer of his fellows.


"[Satanism]: But horror produces horror. By an ascending ladder. Horror is ever greater, for in accursed unions with Satan, man - whom Christ brought back to his nature as a demigod - generates increasingly monstrous monsters. And they are the children of his erring, sold to Satan to receive his earthly assistance.


"From man the demigod, came man; from man, the bear; and from the bear, the new monster, ferocious and false as the leopard, endowed by Satan with multiple wings so as to be swifter in doing harm. I told you that Satan is the aper of God. He, too, thus wanted to give wings to 'his' child ‑ by now his child ‑ to a humanity without Faith and without God. Not with the wings of an eagle, but of a vampire, so that it would be a nightmare for humanity itself, and would be quick to rush down upon its own parts, the victims of itself, to suck their blood…


"Power - which is willed, pushed forward, and imposed to the point of crime - is the third beast. Since it is human power ‑ that is, sold to Satan just to become increasingly powerful, going against every divine and moral law ‑ it begets its monster, whose name is Revolution. And in keeping with its nature, it bears - in the prominences of its monstrosity - all the fiercest horrors of revolutions, the social shipwreck of Good and Faith.


"Honesty, respect, morality, religion, freedom, and goodness die, when this monster exhales its hellish breath upon a nation. And like a harmful emission, it expands beyond these confines, infecting different peoples with itself, until it infects the whole world, preparing ‑ over the tatters of the victims slain and torn to pieces by it, and over the ruins of the nations reduced to rubble ‑ the cradle for the final monster: the Antichrist.


"I told you that he will be the son of man's lust, born of the marriage of lust with the Beast. I told you… This Antichrist, the perfection of Horror, as I was the perfection of Perfection… will grow in power, as I grew in wisdom and grace
. And it will be armed with eyes, to read the thought of holy men, and kill them through that thought.


"Oh, My saints of the last time!... Only those nourished with the crumb of Faith will be able to have a lion's heart to face those torments, and eyes and feathers of an eagle to gaze steadily at Me as Sun, and fly to Me as Truth. Darkness will overwhelm them on all sides, and Deceit will try to persuade them to worship it and believe in it…


"Since he will be the son of the union of demoniac pride with human lust, he will think 'he can do great things and change the times and laws.' For three and a half years
 he will be Horror reigning over the world.

"After the forerunners of the Antichrist, the Antichrist himself will come. The anti‑Christian period [will be] symbolized by the Beast armed with ten horns - the ten servants, who are believed to be kings of Satan - three of whom (note carefully) will be torn away and cast into nothingness (that is, into the abyss where God is not present)... [This period] will culminate in the birth and growth of the eleventh horn to the point of its maximum power, the reason for the fall of three forerunners. And the seat of the true Antichrist will curse God - as no son of man ever did - trample upon God's saints, and torture the Church of Christ. Since he will be the son of the union of demoniac pride with human lust, he will think 'he can do great things and change the times and laws', and for three and a half years110 he will be Horror reigning over the world.


"Then the Father will say, 'Enough,' before the immense choir that will be formed in Heaven through the 'sound of the solemn words' of the saints. Then the wicked Beast will be slain and cast into the well of the abyss, and along with it all the lesser beasts, to remain there with Satan, their begetter, for eternity.

"I shall then be called by the Father to 'judge the living and the dead,' as stated in the Symbol of the Faith
. And the 'living' - those who preserved life in themselves by having kept Grace and Faith alive - will inherit 'the kingdom, the power, and the magnificence of God.' The spiritually dead will receive the eternal Death they have chosen to receive.


"There will no longer be the Earth or fleshly man, there will be only 'children of God,' creatures freed from all pain. There will no longer be sin, there will no longer be darkness, and there will no longer be fear. But [there will be] only joy - joy, immense, eternal joy, inconceivable for men - of seeing God, of possessing Him, and of understanding His thought and love…"


(Notebooks 1944, pp. 107-11)

----------

The Beginning of the End

 
(Jesus outlines the preparation for Satan’s final assault…)


"When the time of My peaceful Kingdom comes - and it shall come, for I have promised, and I do not fail to keep My promises
 - the good on earth will all come to Me. It will be the period about which I have spoken to you, the period when the spirit will have reached that evolution whereby you will spontaneously separate into two parts. Those living outside the spirit will lie in their darkness, waiting to be the militia for the Prince of Evil. Those living in the spirit will come into the retinue of the Holy Son of God, of the Seed of the Lord, loved and blessed by men in grace. They will then comprehend what is now comprehended by a few chosen ones, and will know what my glory is like, and what theirs is as children of God.


"I will assemble My saints, for whoever loves Me and follows in obedience and fidelity is a saint. I will assemble them from the four corners of the Earth. And because of their love, I will forgive the iniquity  of men. The goodness of the saints will extinguish the sternness of Justice, and my love and that of the saints will cleanse the Earth with its fire. The Earth, reconciled with itself and with God, will be like a great altar. And on this altar the Master will instruct men in the exact knowledge of Truth, so that the good will not waver when Satan, furious at seeing Christ adored by mankind, unbridles himself for the final battle.


"[This will be] a struggle of spirit against spirit. Over against My spiritual Kingdom and My instruction, Satan will set his Satanic war on spirits to corrupt as many of them as he can, the weakest ones. And from his reserves, from his fortresses - where there are to be found those who have remained faithful to the Beast, even after the defeat of the Beast and his minister - he will draw the agents of seduction to ruin God's work for the last time, the ruin of which began at the foot of the tree of Good and Evil
.


"The Satanic epoch will be three times fiercer than the anti-Christian epoch. But it will be brief, because for those living in that hour the whole triumphant Church - amidst the lights of Heaven - will pray; the Church in Purgatory amidst the purgative flames of love will pray; and the militant Church with the blood of the last martyrs will pray.

"While Satan's darkness, heat, storms, and lightning bolts upset the world, those will be saved who are able to remain under the shelter of the Tabernacle from which every strength issues forth. For I am the Strength of the living, and whoever feeds on Me with faith and love, becomes one with My Strength…"


(Notebooks 1943, pp. 475-6)

 
(Jesus speaks of some “small stars” with “a minimum of light”…)


"…The last time will be the time of the spirit. And these lights, these voices, will teem to provide guidance for the upright of heart, groping in the haze of the forms of materialism, rationalism and sectarianism in which priests will play an active part…

"In truth, in truth I tell you, that a ‘little voice’ - even if it makes some grammatical mistakes but speaks words coming from God - will have more power than the utilitarian and unconvinced action of too great a part of the clergy! For this reason, I go and inspire my ‘voices’ here and there. I will always do so, even if I am combatted through them. And the more I see my flock at the mercy of idol-shepherds, the more I will do so…"


(Notebooks 1945-50, p. 126)

----------

Israel Will Be the Last to be Converted


(The Holy Spirit says:)

"One of the signs of the final coming of God, and of the Judgement that will follow the end of the world, is the con​version of Israel - which will be the extreme conversion of the world to God.

"Why are they the last, they who were the first to be the people of God? It is through an eternal and human decree.

"Nor does the eternal decree seem unjust. They, who were already the first - rather: the only ones - in knowing the eternal truths, should have been the very first of the new people of God: of the Christian people, just as Adam and his companion should have been the very first of the celestial people...

"It is said in the Scriptures that Enoch and Elijah were, in life, taken by God out of the world into another better world
, in order to return at the right time, to preach repentance and com​bat the Anti-christ when the world will have become the Babylon and the Anti-christ
... The same is said in the Scriptures that, out of its sins, Israel will be reproached by God. And from being the first, it will become the last to en​ter into the Kingdom of Christ
..."

(...Paul to the Romans, pp. 294-5)
----------

Mary’s Role in the Last Times


(Jesus says:)

"If it were not for the care of Mary, for the prayers of Mary, the human race would no longer exist. I would have annulled it, for your way of life has truly touched the depths of Evil, and Justice is wounded, Patience has passed all limits, and Punishment is at the ready. But Mary is there, sheltering you under Her mantle. And if, with a mere gaze, I can bring Paradise to its knees and make the stars tremble, I can do nothing against My Mother...

"I know, then, that to punish you would mean giving the Mother of the human race, the true Mother, a stabbing pain, for She always hopes She can lead you to Her Son.

"I am Her God, but She is My Mother. And I, perfect in everything, am your Master in this, too - in love for the Mother. To those in the world who still believe, I say, 'The salvation of the world is in Mary'...
"God is withdrawing into the depths, in the face of the ever-mounting tide of crimes that you commit... Previously it was I that was the bridge between the world and Heaven. But truly, in the face of your obstinacy in Evil, the Christ is withdrawing, as He once withdrew from Jerusalem
. For 'the hour has not yet come'
, and the Christ, awaiting the hour, is leaving you to your Evil so that you may do it.
"Now, Mary is the only bridge left. But if you disdain Her, too, you shall be crushed. I do not allow the Woman upon whom the Holy Spirit descended to conceive Me - the Son of God and the Savior of the world - to be disparaged."

(Notebooks 1943, p. 138)

(Maria writes…)


…If it is true that before the end of time more and more false prophets, servants of the Antichrist, will arise, it is equally true that Christ the Lord will set more and more of His servants against them, raising up new apostles in places where they are least expected.


And Infinite Mercy - taking pity on distressed men overwhelmed by the storm of blood, fire, persecution and death - will have Mary, the pure Star of the Sea, shine upon the sea of blood and horror. She will be the forerunner of Christ in his final coming. These new evangelisers will bear the Gospel of Mary, Who was truly left in the shadow by all the Evangelists, Apostles and Disciples, whereas vaster knowledge of Her would have instructed many, preventing many falls. For She is the Co-Redemptrix and Teacher. The Teacher of pure, humble, faithful, prudent and devout life, in Her home and among the people of Her time. She is always a Teacher, down through the centuries, worthy to be all the better known, the more the world sinks towards the mire and darkness…


[There will be] an awakening assisted by these new evangelizers, bearing not only the Christ, but the Mother of God. They will uplift the standard of Mary. They will lead people to Mary… For She is the holy Adversary of the wicked Enemy, and Her heel is destined to crush the infernal dragon perpetually
, as Wisdom - which has found its seat in Her - is destined to defeat the heresies corrupting souls and intellects…


(Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 565-6)

(The Holy Spirit says:)

"...In His second and final coming, the Lamb of God
, the Redeemer, the Saint of saints, will have as a precursor not the repentant of the wilderness... but Our Angel - She who, though having flesh, was the Seraph...

"Look over there, to the east of the times... Already upon the darkness which covers the Earth more thickly and cursedly, there is an outline of a dawn, none sweeter than Mary. It is the time of Mary that rises. She is the utmost mercy that Our Love has thought for you all.

"Great will be the length of Her walk. Opposed by Her eternal enemy, who on account of having been defeated, [Satan] is no less obstinate in grieving Her and fighting against Her. He dulls the intellects of men so as to not let them know Mary. He extinguishes faiths of men in Her. He creates fogs. He throws mud. However, the Star of the Sea is too far above the polluted waves. She will pass by, and neither will the mud dirty the hem of Her dress. She will only descend, as swiftly as an archangel, to put Her seal upon the foreheads of the faithful - next to the mark of the Tau
 - of those saved for the eternal Kingdom. And strength and peace will enter into their spirits under the touch of Her hand, Mother of Life and Fountain of Sal​vation.

"Bless the Lord who has granted to the purest Star the beginning of Her walk, in order to attract you to God with the sweetness of Her love. Merciful Co-Saviour, extreme, She compensates - for the good spirits - for the ever deep​er distancing of God, disgusted by the sins of men..."

(...Paul to the Romans, pp. 45-6)
----------

Examples of the Early Christian Martyrs

(Maria Valtorta writes:)
I see a large dark room. I call it a large room... a cellar which the light barely enters, through two floor‑level slits which also serve for ventilation. It is quite insufficient, however, for the number of people gathered there and because of the moisture oozing from the walls...

My counselor tells me... that the throng packed into such a small space is made up of Christians imprisoned for their faith and waiting to be martyred. It is a time of persecution, and precisely one of the first persecutions...

There are people of every age and social condition. From the elderly ‑ to children only a few years old... 
There are rich people with well cared‑for clothing, and poor people in poor clothes. And the language also contains variations in pronunciation and style... But if the forms of clothing and speech are different, the spirit is the same, guided by charity. They love one another with no distinction based on race or wealth... The strongest give up the driest and most comfortable places... to the weakest. And they cover them with their clothing, remaining with nothing but their tunics for the sake of modesty, using togas and cloaks to act as mattresses and cushions, and blankets for the sick trembling with fever or for those wounded by tortures previously undergone. The healthiest help the sickest by lovingly giving them something to drink ‑ a little water poured from a pitcher into a rustic recipient ‑ and soaking some strips of cloth torn from their clothes in it to provide bandages for dislocated or lacerated members and for the brows burning with fever.

And they sing from time to time. A soft song which is certainly a psalm or several psalms, for they alternate...


A child moans in the half‑darkness. The song halts.

Someone asks, "Who is crying?"

Someone answers, "It's Castulus... He is thirsty and cannot drink because the water burns his lips, scorched by the fire."

"There is a mother here who can no longer give her milk to her baby," says an imposing matron with a refined appearance. Have Castulus brought to me. Milk burns less than water."

Someone orders, "Castulus to Plautina"... 
Plautina sits down on a stone which an old man gives up for her... Plautina is dressed in Roman clothing which is very beautiful...

The poor child's face is one big burn... 
Plautina opens her tunic and, speaking with the love of a true mother, squeezes her round breast full of milk, and has the drops trickle between the lips of the child, who cannot smile, but who caresses her hand to show his relief... With his thirst quenched and his agony soothed, and rocked to sleep by the matron, he falls asleep, breathing with difficulty...


The song resumes, "I anxiously awaited the Lord, and He turned to me and heeded my cry."
201

"The Lord is my Shepherd. I shall lack nothing. He has set me in a grassy meadow. He has led me to refreshing water"
...


"Peace be with you, my brothers and sisters," thunders a voice which I immediately sense I have previously heard.

"Paul! Paul! Bless us!"

There is a rush of movement in the throng. Only Plautina remains motionless, with the pitiful burden on her lap.

"Peace be with you," the apostle repeats. And he advances up to the center of the entrance hall. "Here I am with Diomedes and Valente to bring you Life. "

"What about the Pontiff?" many ask.

"He sends you his greeting and his blessing. He is alive, for the time being, and safe in the catacombs... I ‑ less well known and a Roman citizen ‑ have come. Brothers and sisters, what news do you have for me?"

"Fabius is dead."

"Castulus suffered the first martyrdom."

"Sixta has now been led to torture."

"Linus has been taken with Urbanus and his sons to Mamertinus or to the Circus ‑ we don't know."

"Let us pray for them ‑ whether alive or dead. That Christ may give all of them his Peace."

And Paul, with his arms opened in the form of a cross, prays (short, rather unattractive, but an impressive man) in the middle of the dungeon. As if he, too, were a servant, he is wearing a short dark robe with a little cloak and a hood which he has thrust back in order to pray. Behind him are the two men he has named, dressed as he is, but much younger.

When the prayer is over, Paul asks, "Where is Castulus?"

"On Plautina's lap, there, in the back."

Paul cuts through the crowd and approaches the group. He bends over and observes. He blesses. He blesses the child and the matron. The child appears to have awakened at the cries greeting the apostle, for he raises a little hand, trying to touch Paul, who then takes his hand between his own and speaks. "Castulus, do you hear me?"

"Yes," says the child, moving his lips with difficulty

"Be strong, Castulus. Jesus is with you"...


The Christians, except for Plautina, are all kneeling and singing... While they were singing, some Roman soldiers and jailers entered, and mounted guard...

"You shall be our altar," Paul says to Castulus. "Can you hold the chalice on your chest?"

"Yes."

A linen cloth is spread over the child's little body, and the chalice and bread are set upon it.

And I attend the Mass of the martyrs, which is celebrated by Paul and served by the two priests accompanying him. It is not like today's Mass, though.202 It seems to me to contain parts now lacking and to lack parts now in use. It lacks the epistle, for instance, and after the blessing ‑ "May the Father and the Son 202 According to the Missal in use in the writer's day, which was later reformed by the Second Vatican Council.

and the Holy Spirit bless you" ‑ there is nothing else. But the parts are the same as now from the Gospel to the Consecration. The Gospel read was that of the Beatitudes
.203

I see the linen cloth trembling on the chest of Castulus, who, as Paul requested, is holding the base of the chalice in his fingers so that it will not fall. I also see that when Paul says, "This consecration of the Body...," the flush of a smile passes over the wounded face of the child, and then the little head suddenly sinks down with a deathly heaviness which constantly grows.

Plautina seems to be jolted, but controls herself. Paul proceeds as if not noticing anything. But when, after breaking the Host, he is about to bend over the little martyr to give him Communion - as the first of all - with a minuscule fragment, Plautina says, "He's dead." And Paul pauses for an instant and then gives the matron the fragment intended for the child, who has remained with his fingers closed over the base of the chalice in his final contraction, and they have to disengage them from it, in order to take the chalice and give it to the others.

Then, after Communion has been distributed, the Mass ends. Paul takes off his vestments and places them and the linen cloth and the chalice and the receptacle for the Hosts in a bag he is carrying under his cloak. He then says, "Peace be with Christ's martyr. Peace be with holy Castulus."

And everyone responds, "Peace.

"I shall now take him to another place. Give me a cloak to wrap him in. I shall take him without waiting for nightfall... as a child who has fallen asleep. Fallen asleep in the Lord."

One of the soldiers offers his red cloak, and they lay the little martyr upon it and wrap him in it, and Paul takes him... as if he is a father who is carrying his sleeping son somewhere else, with his head resting on his father's shoulder.

"Brothers and sisters, may peace be with you, and remember me when you are in the Kingdom." And he goes out, blessing them.

(After the vision, Jesus says:)
"It is not the Gospel, but I want it to be considered one of the 'gospels of faith' for you that fear...


"Without My help, no one, even then, could have remained steadfast in the face of so much torture. And yet old men and children, young girls and mothers, and spouses and parents were able to die, encouraging others to die, as if they were going to a celebration. And it was a celebration. An eternal celebration!

"They died, and their dying was a breach in the dike of paganism. Like water which goes on eroding and eroding, and slowly but inexorably breaks man's sturdiest works, their blood, issuing forth from thousands of wounds, gnawed at the pagan wall. And like many brooks, it scattered into Caesar's militias, into Caesar's royal palace, into the circuses and spas, and among gladiators and animal keepers, those employed at the public baths, and the cultured and the common folk ‑ everywhere, unstoppable and invincible.

"The soil of Rome soaked up this blood, and the city rises ‑ I might say it is cemented ‑ with the blood and dust of my martyrs. The few hundred martyrs you are familiar with are nothing compared to the thousands and thousands still buried in the entrails of Rome, and the thousands and thousands of others who, having been burned on the stakes in the circuses, became ash scattered by the wind, or, after being torn to pieces and devoured by beasts and reptiles, became excrement which was swept up and flung out as manure.

"But if you do not know these unknown heroes of mine, I know them all, and their complete annihilation, even of their skeletons, has been what has fertilized the savage soil of the pagan world more than any manure, and made it become capable of bearing the heavenly Wheat.

"Now this soil of the Christian world is becoming pagan again, and poison germinates, not bread. And that is why you are afraid. You have become too estranged from God to have the fortitude of old in you.
"The theological virtues are dying in the places where they are not already dead. And you don't even remember the cardinal virtues. In not having charity, it is only natural for you to be unable to love God to the point of heroism. In not loving Him, you do not hope in Him and do not have faith in Him. In not having faith, hope, and charity, you are not strong, prudent, and just. In not being strong, you are not temperate. And in not being temperate, you love the flesh more than the soul, and tremble over your flesh.
"But I can still work the miracle..."
(Notebooks 1944, pp. 176-186.)

----------
(To be continued in Supplement to Bulletin # 63)
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