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FOR SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT AND SURVIVAL
A Personal selection of signifcant extracts from Maria
Valtorta’s “Other Writings” (See Bulletin # 57)

INSTALMENT # 1

1.  ANGELS AND SAINTS, SOULS AND SPIRITS
Our Guardian Angels


(Jesus speaks of our Guardian Angels:)


"The guardian angel of every creature worships therein the indwelling God, if the creature is in the Lord's grace…


"When the creature is no longer in a state of grace, the angel, weeping, venerates the work of his Creator. He can no longer venerate anything else. But since the creature is the work of his God, he venerates the creature just as you venerate a place once inhabited by Me…This is why every angel remains with supreme respect alongside the one he is protecting.


"Let the clothing of your angel tell you the nature of his mission to you. To infuse hope into you. Among the three virtues, it is the one which should be infused into you most, for your cross reduces it to crumbles and destroys it by the hour. And it must thus descend from Heaven to nourish you by the hour. Faith is secure, as strong as the wings of your guardian. Love is as alive as the mantle adorning his shoulders. But the robe is ample and shining, and says to you, 'Hope!'…"

(Notebooks 1944, p. 403)

 
(And Azariah, Maria’s Guardian Angel, says:)

"We are, then, always alongside those we protect, whether they are saints or sinners. From the infusion of the soul into flesh, to the separation of the soul from flesh, we are close to the human creature whom the Most High Lord has entrusted to us. And this thought - that every man has an angel at his side - ought to help you to love your neighbours
, endure them, and receive them with love and respect. If not for their own sake, for the sake of the invisible Azariah, who is with them, and as an angel, always deserves respect and love.


"If you considered that over every one of your actions towards your neighbours, in addition to the all-present Eye of God, there preside and observe two angelic spirits - who rejoice and suffer over what you do - how much better you would always be to your neighbour!... [Also] two angels are witnesses to all the works of mercy: yours, and the angel of the one who receives or is refused your mercy…


"Soul of mine, meditate on the way the Lord honours you, and on the way we angels honour you and give you a chance to help us - Him the Divine one, and us His spiritual ministers… with the example of conduct which is unvarying in Goodness… Don’t worry. Help your neighbour’s angel, and you will find him, too, in Heaven."  (Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 409-11)
----------
Communion of Saints


(Jesus says:)


"In Job's time, Heaven was populated only by angels. The just were waiting for Christ in their stay in Limbo, in order to become citizens of the Heavens
. But now the processions of the saints in Heaven and the saints on earth join with the angels.


"O what a sweet chain joins and locks together Earth and Heaven - the saints in Heaven and the just on Earth - with its golden links of charity. It surrounds the poor of the Earth ‑ the real poor, those who are deprived of or endowed very little with Grace! - in an embrace whose fruit is help and salvation


"This sublime Communion, of the 'living' spirits on Earth and in Heaven, is too little known in its truth. Its purpose is to communicate the Life they are filled with in being one with Me, as Life to their poor sick, dying, and sometimes already dead brothers and sisters. Prayers to obtain an even more forbearing patience from God, and prayers to obtain thunderbolts from Him - not of punishment, but of love - will convert sinners, as Saul was converted on the road to Damascus
… These prayers flow like the surge of an immense river to pour into the basins of the heavenly graces… initially formed by My Blood - with which I associate your tears and your merits - so that you may be 'one with Me'
 in redeeming and in loving, in suffering and in enjoying…"  (Notebooks 1944, pp. 495-6)

----------

A Soul’s Creation


(Jesus speaks of the soul’s knowing and loving God…)


"The creation of the soul, and its private judgement, are two atoms of instants in which the souls of the children of men intellectually know God - to the extent which is proper and sufficient. It is to give them an instrument to tend towards their Good, barely glimpsed, but remaining impressed upon their substance…


"My saying, ‘Be perfect as the Father is perfect’
 was not a vain or exaggerated statement… Because you had been created for perfection. And this desire of the just, for perfection, is a spiritual desire coming directly from God, Who goes so far as to give you the command ‘Walk in My presence and be perfect”
 And more broadly, though implicitly, He repeats it to you in the laws of Sinai
, and in the lessons of… all of the inspired, in whom it is I who speak…"  (Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 333-4)

 
"Souls remember. Why? Because God… gave Adam the hope of a redemption, and of that redemption. So too He left him the memory of the blessed time, so that it would be of assistance to him in the pain of exile, and a holy stimulus for the children of Adam to love Him, Who for them was the Unknown One
…"  (Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 338-9)

"…If man is a spin-off from the monkey - which by progressive evolution has become man - how is it that over so many years in which you have maintained this theory you have never succeeded, not even with the perfected instruments and methods at present, in making a man from a monkey? You could have taken the most intelligent offspring of a pair of intelligent monkeys, and then their intelligent offspring, and so on. You would now have many generations of selected, instructed monkeys cared for by the most patient, tenacious, and sagacious scientific method. But you would still have monkeys…"

(Notebooks 1943, p. 592)
----------

Elements, Light, Plants, Animals, Man, and Jesus

(The Holy Spirit says:)

« ...From chaos, God created the Universe, by or​dering the chaotic materials and elements into the perfect one of worlds, seasons, creatures and elements which has lasted for millions of centuries. However, by observing Cre​ation, few know how to meditate how creation is similar to an ascending scale, to a song which rises always more, note by note, until it touches the perfect and sublime note. How it is similar to a generating of lives that - from the preceding one - emerge always more complete and perfect until reach​ing perfect completeness.

Look: first from the solid molecules, from the disordered vapours and fires which were the primitive nebula, the Earth and the waters are formed. And in the Earth and in the waters still mixed with the future seas, lakes, springs and rivers, the minerals become sealed or diluted, whereas the solid molecules become the crust and furnace to the internal fires, to the internal sulphurs and metals and the bottom of the waters. The atmosphere purifies itself for some time... and the Earth, launched into its trajectory - still naked, sterile and mute - passes through the silent [regions of] space with the bald ridges of its mountains just emerging from the dark waters of the future basins.

Then there was light. Not solar, nor lunar, nor stellar light. The sun, moon and stars are creatures younger than the terrestrial globe... However, light existed before them. A particular light, independent from every other source that was not of the will of God. A mysterious light which only the angels saw work its mysterious operations in favour of the terrestrial globe. Because none of the things created by God is useless, nor has anything been created without a reason of perfect order. Thus, if before, there was light and not the stars and the planets, it is a sign that the Perfection wanted this cre​ative order for a useful and sensible reason. Then came the sun, the moon, and the stars.

And the element "air", deprived of toxic gasses and rich of those useful for life, favoured the persistence of new creatures: plants. Those are still creatures enslaved in their roots but that already have motion in their foliage; those which, once created, already have within them ele​ments in order to reproduce themselves, something which is not conceded to the dust of the Earth, to the minerals and waters. These three things can mutate their aspect and nature: from submerged wood becoming coal, from fires to sulphurs, from coals to gems, and by transforming waters into vapours and from these into waters - or they can burn out. However, they cannot reproduce themselves.

The plant world can. In it, there is already the sap, the reproductive organs able to fecundate and be fecundated. Missing in them, however, is the free will, even instinc​tive. They obey seasonal, climatic laws and the will of the elements and of man. A palm cannot live and bear fruit in cold lands, nor can the polar lichen decorate the rocks of torrid zones. A plant cannot bloom outside of the flowering season, nor escape from a cyclone, fire, or from an axe. And yet, plant life is already a prodigy of ascension from the chaos to the perfection of Creation.

[This is] an ascent which increases with animal life, free in its movements, in its instincts, and in the will of its creatures. There is also an order in it. However, the animal already enjoys the freedom of choosing for itself a lair and a mate, of escaping from the snares of man and from the elements. Rather, it has an instinct, moreover, a magnetism of its own, which warns it of an approaching cataclysm and guides it to look for safety, just as it has a rudimentary ability of thinking and deciding on how to feed itself, defend itself, offend, and on how to make man its friend and be a friend to man.

In the animal, beyond that of the creative perfection of the vital lymph (the blood) and reproductive organs as they are in plants, there are also the creative perfections of dust, stones and minerals. Do scientists perhaps not teach you that the skeleton, bone marrow, blood and organs are composed of - and contain - those substances called minerals, of which the Earth that man inhabits and animals populate is composed after all?

Therefore, that which is in the lower kingdoms: miner​als and plants, is already represented and perfected in ani​mals. And the scale ascends. The note becomes higher and purer, more complete, by magnifying God more.

And here is man; man to whom to the three preceding kingdoms - the first deprived of lymph, the second, of mo​tion, the third, of reason - the fourth kingdom is added. [This is the kingdom of] the sensible creature, endowed with the word, intel​ligence and reason. Reason which regulates instincts. An intelligence which opens the thought to comprehensions and visions that are more - sometimes infinitely more - superior to those which give animals the capacity of thinking of a ma​terial good. The word which makes him capable of express​ing his needs and affections, of understanding those of his fellow creature, and above all, of praising God his Creator, and praying or evangelizing Him to whoever ignores Him.

In man, there is the mineral kingdom, the plant one, the animal one, the human one, and - perfection in perfection - the spiritual one.

Here is the scale which rises to the supernatural order from the disorder of the chaos, by passing through the nat​ural order. Here is how the natural creature - in which all the elements and characteristics of that which form other cre​ations are represented and combined in synthesis - are com​bined and perfected. [Here is] the creature - meditate well - made with mud, that is to say, with the dust in which the min​eral salts are fragmented, and with the element of water, endowed with heat (the element of fire), with breath (the element of air), with a natural and intellectual vision (the element of light), with blood and humour [aqueous], with glands and reproductive organs (lymph), with instincts and with thought, with motion, freedom and will. [In this creature] God infuses His breath
, "the breath of Life".

[Here is] the soul: the immortal part like everything which is given directly from the Eternal One; the spirit that does not die; the spirit free from all the laws of time, diseases, meteorological cataclysms and free from human snares; the spirit created in order to re-unite itself with its Fount, by possessing it and enjoying it eternally; the spirit which only man, of his own will, can make into the slave of a cruel king, but that through its nature and for divine will, does not have any slavery but only a sweet progeny, the sublime destiny of inheritance to the Lord and His Kingdom.

Those who deny the soul and its immortality (immortal​ity because it is a creation, infusion, and part of the eternal God) and who say that man has the intellect, genius, free​dom, will and capacity of snatching its powers and secrets from Creation only because he is "man" - that is, the crea​ture who has evolved to a perfect degree, and not because of the soul - are similar to the stubborn, who claim that a perfect work of an artist (sculptor or painter) has life and vision only because it has been modelled or painted with a perfect reality.

Even an animal has life and vision. It also has rudimen​tary reason. In the animal that has been domesticated for centuries by man, this rudimentary reason has developed even more, having reached more reason than instinct in or​der to behave in its relationships with man, a thing which is missing in wild and savage animals in which only the instinct predominates. However, no animal - no matter how domesticated, loved or instructed it may be - can have that power of intellect and multiform capabilities which man has.

The soul is what distinguishes man from animals and makes him a god above all other created beings, the god - king
 who dominates, subjugates, understands, instructs, provides, and makes him a god by way of its origin and future destinies.

The soul, illuminated by its divine origin, knows, wills, and can [do things], with its already semi-di​vine strength. A strength which God powerfully supports and assists, the more a soul elevates itself in justice and man divinizes himself with a life of justice.

It is the soul that gives to man the right to say to God: "my Father"
. It is the soul that makes of man a living temple of the Spirit of God
. It is the soul that makes of the creation of man the most perfect work of Creation.

And thus one could say, "And so it is with man - and the just man - that one has reached the last step of the ascen​sional scale, the highest note of this divine song, the per​fection of creative perfection." No. All of this is creation of a sensible creation. It is procession by procession. It is the union of the natural creation with a supernatural creation. However, it is still not Perfection.

Perfection is Jesus. Perfection is the Christ, the Man-God. Perfection is the Son of God and of Man. He who for Divinity did not have but the Father, He who for Human​ity did not have but the Mother. He who in the garment of flesh enclosed the two Natures. Joined together in Him are these two natures, which an infinite distance - that is, between the perfection of even the holiest man and that of God - always keeps apart.

Only in Jesus are the divine and human nature, joined and not confused, yet making up one sole Christ. In Him, the Son of Man
: all of the sensible creation is represented just as in every man; the supersensible creation is repre​sented; and the spiritual nature; and lastly represented is the Uncreated, the Eternal: God, He Who without ever having been generated, is
; He Who without any other work than His love, generates.

The Christ: He who divinizes matter, who glorifies it, and who restores to Adam his dignity. The Christ: the ring that rejoins that which has been broken, the Lamb who re​virginizes man in innocence which is Grace. Through His divine nature, He can do everything; through His human-divine love, He can do everything; through His will, He can do everything, because He gives everything.

Whoever knows how to contemplate Christ, possesses Wisdom. Because Christ is not only divine Perfection, but He is also human Perfection. Whoever contemplates Him with wisdom sees the admirable person of the Son of Man14 in whom is the fullness of sanctity.

However, the wisdom which comes from this contem​plation, and the imitation which naturally arises in one who truly knows how to contemplate, makes the soul so illuminated that she [the soul] - enraptured by love and knowledge - exclaims, "Here is the living God, the Emmanuel. Here is the living mystery of the infinite Love of God!" And it is the comprehension of Who Christ is: the compendium of triple Love, the testimony of the love of God towards man.

And so this is how the ineffable mystery of the virginal Conception illuminates itself of the incandescent flashes of Love. And the soul of the contemplative - overflowing with this Light which is Fire, of this Fire which is Wisdom, of this Wisdom which is Light - not only believes because of faith, but believes because he sees. And this is how the word of the seraphic John of Bethsaida is explained, "the one who loves is born of God and knows God
... Whoever believes in Jesus Christ is born of God
." Truly, only one who loves with his whole self can know God and the inef​fable mystery which is the Incarnation of the Word...
The new Adam was not conceived by man, but by the Spirit of the Eternal Lord, placed in Mary
. [He is] the living paradise where the Trinity gets its compliances, where the love of God took flesh, and where the Word loved by the Father incarnated Himself in order to be offered as a victim for the salvation of the world.

And the purest royal Priestess was the ardent Virgin of the purest and strongest love that no creature born to man had ever had. She accepted it and offered Herself for all men, and the "Behold the servant of the Lord, be it done to Me according to Your word" was the "Let there be Light"
 of the truest creation, of the "recreation" of man to Son of God and Heir to the Kingdom of Heaven.

Therefore, it is because of Christ that men have Life. Be​cause of the Son of God - Son by divine Nature and human perfection - men have Grace. Because of Jesus and in His imitation, men, sustained by Grace, will have the glory of the sons of God. And finally, because of the Second Person, and for His perfect obedience to the First, men have the Holy Spirit
, that is, the Master, Strength, Love and Wisdom.»
(...Paul to the Romans, pp. 91-8).

----------

The Soul (the “Ciborium”),

and the Spirit (its “Better Part”)

(In the translator’s Preface to Notebooks 1943, he says:)

...A major theme of the work is the primacy of the "spirit," capable of participating in the life of the Divinity, over the "soul" and the "body" in the human structure. The earthly person must respect the spirit's "right" to holiness, to the possession of God made possible by the Redeemer. And he must act in accordance with the supernatural longings the spirit experiences. Those who fail to do so, silencing the spirit and contravening its inclinations, are guilty of "slaying" it, depriving God and themselves of mutual joy in beatitude...  (Notebooks 1943, p. 14.)


(Jesus speaks of our souls and our spirits:)

"...The soul is the coffer, the holy ark, and the ciborium containing the spirit, which is the gem taken by the Hand of God from the boundless treasures of His Self
 to place it within the creature: a sign that cannot be denied of your origin as My sons and daughters.
"Like the blood in the veins, the spirit remains in your interior of flesh. And as blood gives life to the flesh in order to live out earthly days, so the spirit gives life to the soul to live out the unending days.
"So the loss, of limitless measure, is that of the spirit and not of a little flesh. Nor is there a greater crime, or one more condemned by God, than this one of killing a spirit by depriving it of the grace that makes it a child of God.
"As sons and daughters in the mother's womb grow and take shape - reaching the perfect age of intrauterine life, and drawing nourishment from organs keeping them in contact with the mother's organs of nourishment - so anyone able to live the life of the spirit and preserve the spirit is like a child in My womb, and it grows and reaches the perfect age of life within Me, drawing from Me nourishment and strength. Isn't it a joy and security for you to consider that you live by Me, in Me, for Me, and with Me?

"Those who let the Enemy kill their spirit become his accomplices. Those who with their own hands hold the sack open in which the Accursed One encloses your souls, deprive them of Light, first, and then of Life, plunging them into his hellish abyss, from which no one emerges and upon which the eternal curse of God weighs. And can I, who say, 'Do not kill'
 and condemn the killing of the flesh, fail to pronounce a condemnation over whoever kills the spirit?...
"You have a will, and if you are unwilling, the Enemy cannot. It is thus you that kill your spirits. And over whoever kills the spirit, in truth, in truth I tell you that with just and terrible wrath My Voice will thunder as a Father denied by a son, as a King cheated by a subject, to pronounce the word of condemnation.

"In your suffering remain sure, then: through the flesh that dies, your spirit grows more and more. It draws nourishment from the dying, as a victim of love, of your body. How beautiful the day will be when, breaking the clay of the earthly vase, your spirit will bloom free and strong for the eternal joy of your Jesus, in Heaven."  (Notebooks 1943, pp. 217-8)


(Azariah speaks about God’s creation of a soul for the embryo of man, and asks:)

"...Who is the One who gives or restores life? [It is] God, whether He draws man from the slime and vivifies him with the divine breath
 exhaled upon the clay, or cooperates in the procreation of men by creating a soul for the animal embryo that has been conceived in a womb. The soul [is] the life of man, who is not a beast and who, without this life of his existence, would not even be materially alive. For it does not suffice, in order for him to be so, to have breath in his nostrils - like an animal - but he must possess this spiritual gem, this spiritual vein which keeps him joined to the Most Holy Breast of his Creator, and nourished by Him who is Spirit and Light and Wisdom and Love. And, finally, whether, for him who has already yielded up his soul, [God] recasts that soul, raising it up again, it is always the divine act of willing, making the creature live.

"But the creature has a life in life: his soul. And the soul, which does not die through physical death - for it is immortal - can indeed die if, as I said before, it cuts itself off from the Breast of its Lord. Hatred ‑ in whatever form or manifestation ‑ is the knife which cuts the tie to the Lord, and the soul, separated from its God, dies.

"Only charity, therefore, makes the dead living. For without charity you are dead. And many were dead, the majority, before Charity made Flesh came to teach Love as Salvation..."
[Book of Azariah, pp. 151-2 (1993), 156-7 (2008)]


(Azariah describes how God “generates from Himself His Only Son...”:)

"...[It is] the love of the Divinity and the love of the Immaculate creature that unite and, in the furnace of charity, generate the Love of loves, the Redeemer of all mankind
. And while the Immaculate One nurtures the First‑Born in Her inviolate womb, the Almighty creates for Him, at the proper moment, the perfect, unstained Soul that can descend to merge opportunely into the Flesh, conceived by the will of the Eternal Spirit and creaturely obedience. And the God‑Man is in the living Tabernacle, worthy to host Him until the day of His birth..."
[Book of Azariah, p. 318 (1993), 332 (2008)]


(Maria Valtorta writes a further elaboration...)

My Guardian Angel explained the difference between the separation of the soul from the body at death, and the momentary separation of the spirit from the body and soul in ecstasy or rapture. He told me that, whereas the soul's separation from the body provokes death, ecstatic contemplation ‑ that is, the temporary prayer of the spirit outside of the barriers of the senses and matter ‑ does not provoke death. And this is because the soul is not separated, but with its better part becomes immersed in the fires of contemplation.

To get me to understand this better, he had me consider that all men, as long as they are in life, have their soul in themselves (be it dead or alive because of sin or justice), but only the great lovers of God reach true contemplation. This serves to demonstrate that the soul... has a select part in itself ‑ the soul of the soul, shall we say ‑ which, with a lack of love for God and His Law, or even with lukewarmness
 and venial sins, loses the grace to be able to contemplate and know God and the eternal truths, insofar as a creature can, according to the perfection attained...  (Notebooks 1949-50, pp. 479-80)

----------

The Conscience in the Soul
(Jesus tells Maria:)

"I said yesterday, 'You make destiny for yourselves'. I now add, 'You make destiny for yourselves. But when one does the Will which the Father proposes, one is sure to make for oneself a destiny of light, whereas when one closes one's ears and eyes so as not to hear and not to see the Will of the Father, and closes one's soul to the love which leads to obedience - following not the voice of the spirit, but that of flesh and blood, prodded on by Satan - one creates for oneself a destiny of darkness, whose end is death of the spirit'.
"Now, if you reflect on the fact that in your lives the one who loves - be it a son or daughter, brother or sister, husband or wife, pupil, subordinate, or whoever - always seeks to content the person loved, you can easily grasp that those who love God greatly follow God's desires
, whatever they may be. Those who love Him little, follow them less, and follow only those desires which do not cost them too much effort. And finally, those who do not love Him at all  do not follow Him at all in the wishes of His holy Will. But rather, they rebel, flinging themselves onto the path leading to the antipodes of the goal God counsels, and they draw away from the Father, cursing Him.

"It could thus be concluded, without fear of error, that the extent to which creatures love their Creator is measured by the extent to which they are able to obey the wishes of their Lord and Father. Those who say they love God and are then unable to follow His Voice, which speaks to them lovingly to lead them into His dwelling, are lying.
"And Who do they want to deceive with their lie? God? God is not deceived. Your words have their real meaning, and not the one you give them, and that real meaning is understood by God. Now, if you say you love the Lord and then refuse Him obedience - which is one of the basic proofs of love - He can only call you hypocrites and liars, and treat you as such.

"Do you perhaps want to deceive Satan by taking advantage of the comfortable arrangements for conscience which He suggests to you, and at the same time indicate to Him that you want enjoyment in this life, but also in the other life, temporizing between God and Satan, between Heaven and Hell? O fools! The Crafty One is not deceived, and, less patient than God, demands immediate compensation and must be paid at once, for he does not agree to any delay. And in truth I tell you, that his yoke
 is not a wing, but a heavy boulder, which crushes and sinks into the slime and the darkness.
"Do you perhaps want to deceive yourselves, by telling yourselves that it is only an earthly necessity which spurs you to do your will, but that at heart you would like to do God's Will because you prefer it? Hypocrites, hypocrites, hypocrites.

"In you is a judge that knows no sleep, and it is your spirit. Even if you mortally wound it and condemn it to perish, it cries out in you, as long as you are on this earth, shouting its heavenly anguish. You weigh it down and gag it to make it immobile and mute, but it tosses and turns until getting free of your gag, and it hurls its cry into the desolate silence of your hearts. And, like the cry of my Forerunner
, that voice is so vexing for you, that you try to squelch it forever. You will never be able to. As long as you live, you will hear it. And in the hereafter it will shout louder, reproaching you for your crime as killers of your souls.

"The key to certain human aberrations, which grow and grow and lead the individual to monstrous misdeeds, lies in this voice of conscience. You try to numb this voice with new bounds of ferocity, just as people who have taken poison try to forget their deliberate misfortune by poisoning themselves more and more, to the point of stupor.

"Be sons and daughters, My creatures. Love - love our good Father Who is in Heaven
. Love Him as much as you can. It will then be easy for you to follow His blessed Will, and make yourselves a destiny of eternal glory.
"I, who have loved Him to perfection, contented Him to the point of sacrifice: of My divinity, which for thirty-three years exiled itself from the Heavens; and of My life, destroyed by the most atrocious martyrdom of flesh, mind, heart, and spirit.

"My Mother was second to Me in being able to love, and She loved with every perfection possible for a creature... [She was] perfect, but still a human creature. Having in Herself the fullness of grace - that is, possessing God as only She has possessed Him...
"These are your models: Mary and I. Follow Us, and you will make yourselves a destiny which God desires for every creature of His. Follow Us, and you will possess Peace. For you will possess God, who is Peace, and will feel the well-being of your spirits.
“The beatitudes I have proclaimed
 are already possessed by you, beginning on this earth, if you do the Will of your Father. Later, in Heaven, they will be seventy times greater, because nothing, then, will block your being incorporated into God.”
(Notebooks 1943, pp. 318-21)

----------

Soul to Soul
    (In what is perhaps one of the most significant teachings offered to us in these extracts, Azariah, describes the hidden work of souls, communicating with other souls.)

"Souls seek God. It often seems to you that they do not. You do not know the spiritual sufferings of a soul enclosed in a body and subject to thoughts which are hostile to God. Those who possess these disheartened souls do not themselves notice the tears of their blinded, chained soul, going about in distress, in search of the Light... [Sometimes a soul receives] mysterious words to bear off with itself in secret. Words which seem to have been spoken and received in vain, and which sometimes reappear on one’s deathbed and win the final battle, delivering a spirit to God.

"Many words are not needed. Sometimes none. To see one another - a glance. Your eyes gaze in a way that is no longer earthly. You look, but it is not you - Christ looks through you. You see, but you do not see the man in front of you. You see his soul with your soul... While your lips are silent, your soul loves. And by loving, it caresses and comforts the embittered, sick, irate soul speaking to you. You also speak sometimes and say commonplace words to commonplace listeners, from whom you want to keep your secret hidden. But ... now and then a spiritual gem falls from your lips, like a spark escaping from the Fire possessing you. And the one speaking with you receives it and meditates upon it, and his soul awakens, reflects, and sometimes decides.

"Nothing from the works of love is ever lost ... Yes, there are many, too many, who live as enemies of the Cross of Christ ... But they are often only savage souls, or have been made savage by a combination of circumstances. They do not know. They are not aware. They thus do not love and do not distinguish. Priests are of no use to them ... The Sacraments are useless for them..."
(Azariah describes the fear which a savage might have for a ship, an aeroplane, a missionary, or a doctor’s serum.)

  
“Do not, therefore, be amazed if the spiritual savages, dwelling in your midst, fear and hate, shun and rage against what is of the spirit and the Church, and live in their brute ignorance. They are unfortunates. They do not go to the spiritual streams. They see them - for they are conspicuous - and shun them. But who avoids drinking from a fresh jet emerging from a mountainside? It seems so humble, so devoid of all miraculous power. There is no suspicion or precaution against it. People drink from its freshness. And Grace enters this way, unnoticed, where it would have entered in no other manner.

"Many who were enemies of the Cross, and live for their bellies and the things of the earth, stop being such, through the secret operations of the secret missionaries of the civilised world that you are, instruments of God.

"Many, too, hate you - those in whom Satan reigns... But disregard this; do not be afraid of them ... And be steadfast in your work.

"Even if you do not find anyone to lend you a hand among the priests of Christ, do as Paul exhorts his faithful companion and his Philippians to do, with Syntika and Evodia
. Be steadfast, considering that your names are written in the book of life
. For you live, work, suffer, and die for the glory of God and the knowledge of the Gospel."
[Book of Azariah, pp. 270-2 (1993), 280-2 (2008)]
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� Lev. 19:18.


� See Ps. 118:19-20;  Ezek. 37:11-14;  Mt. 27:51-3.


� Acts 9:1-6.


� See Jn. 6:56, 15:4, 17:21-6;  Rom. 8:9-11;  1Jn. 4:12-16.


� Mt. 5:48.


� Gen. 17:1.


� Ex. 20:1-17;  Dt. 5:6-22.


� Acts 17:23.


� Gen. 2:7.


� See Gen. 3:5;  Ps. 82:6;  Jn. 10:34-5;  2Pet. 1:4.


� Mt. 6:9-13;  Lk. 11:1-4


� 1Cor. 3:16, 6:19.


� See Ps. 8:;  Ezek. 2:1 to 3:11;  Dan. 7:13;  Mt. 8:20, 16:13,27-8;  Acts 7:55-6.


� Ex. 3:14.


� 1Jn. 4:7.


� 1Jn. 5:1.


� Mt. 1:18;  Lk. 1:26-38.


� Gen. 1:3.


� See Roms. 5:5.


� Gen. 1:26-7.


� Ex. 20:13;  Dt. 5:17.


� Gen. 2:7.


� Lk. 1:35.


� Rev. 3:15-16.


� Dt. 6:5.


� Mt. 11:30.


� Mt. 3:1-12;  Mk. 1:1-8;  Lk. 3:1-18.


� Dt. 6:5.


� Mt. 5:1-12;  Lk. 6:20-3.


� Phil. 3:17-21, 4:1-3.


� Ex. 32:32;  Ps. 69:28;  Dan. 7:10, 12:1;  Mal. 3:16;  Lk. 10:20;  Rev. 3:5.





