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MARY’S SUFFERING MISSION – AND MORE “SUNDAY GOSPELS” PASSAGES
A Promise, and a Moving Encounter


(On a Sabbath day at Capernaum, as the time approaches for Jesus’ Passion and Death, Mary says to Him:)

« ...I want a promise from You… »

« Which, Mother? »

« That You will not conceal the dreadful hour from Me. Not out of pity, not out of mistrust of Me… It would be too grievous… and too much torture… and grief, because… I would learn everything all of a sudden, and not from people who love Me as You love this poor Mother… And it would be a torture if I were to think that while I am spinning, or weaving or looking after the doves, You, My Creature, are put to death… »

« Be not afraid, Mother. You will know… But this is not our last farewell. We shall meet again… »
(Some time later, Jesus is by Himself near the lake of Galilee, and John brings Mary to visit Him. He leaves Them alone for a while, and Mary says to Jesus:)

« ...I brought You some new bread I had just taken out of the oven, and a honeycomb which I took from the beehive yesterday... Take it, Son. It comes from our house… » She bends to open the bag, in which there is some fruit and a honeycomb enveloped in long vine leaves, and She offers everything to Her Son with some new crisp bread.

And while Jesus is eating, She takes out of the bag the garments which She prepared for the winter months... and She shows them to Jesus, Who says: « How much work, Mother! I still had those of last winter… »

« When men are away from their women, they must have everything new, so that they do not need to have anything mended, in order to be properly dressed. But I have not wasted anything. This mantle of Mine is Your old one, which I shortened and redyed. It is still all right for Me. But not for You. You are Jesus… »

(Maria Valtorta writes:)
It is impossible to say what there is in this sentence. « You are Jesus ». A simple sentence. But all the love of the Mother, of the disciple, of the ancient Hebrew women for the Promised Messiah, of the Hebrew women of the blessed time in which Jesus lived, is in those few words...
I have never seen anything greater, more absolute than these adorations of Mary for the Word of God, Who is Her Son, and Who She always remembers is Her God... Mary loves, I dare say, divinely. She loves more than a creature. Oh! She really is the daughter of God, free from sin! That is why She can love like this!…
 (Jesus comments to Maria Valtorta, and to us all:)

« I did not forget this sorrow of Mary, My Mother. That I had to torture Her with the expectation of My suffering, that I had to see Her weep. That is why I deny Her nothing. She gave Me everything. I give Her everything. She suffered all sorrows. I give Her all joy.

When you think of Mary, I would like you to meditate on that agony of Hers, that lasted thirty-three years and culminated at the foot of the Cross. She suffered that for your sake. For your sake She suffered the mockery of the crowds that considered Her the mother of a madman. For your sake She endured the reproaches of relatives and important people. For your sake She bore My apparent disavowal: "My Mother and My brothers are those who do the will of God". And who did His will more than She did, and a terrible Will, that imposed on Her the torment of seeing Her Son tortured?

For your sake She endured the fatigue of joining Me here and there. For your sake She made sacrifices: from the sacrifice of leaving Her little house and mingling with the crowds, to the sacrifice of leaving Her little fatherland for the tumult of Jerusalem. For your sake She had to be in touch with him who was brooding over betrayal in his heart. For your sake She suffered, hearing Me accused of diabolical possession and heresy. Everything for your sake...
I suffered, seeing My Mother suffer, having to lead Her, like a meek ewe-lamb, to the torture, and being compelled to torment Her with continual farewells: at Nazareth before evangelizing; with the one which I have shown you and which precedes My imminent Passion; with the one before the Supper; when Judas had already initiated My Passion with his betrayal; and with the dreadful one on Calvary... »

(The Poem Vol. 4, pp. 277, 404, 410-11)

----------
The Resurrected Jesus Appears to

the Mother of Judas Iscariot

(Mary of Simon, Judas’ mother, is lying on a bed...)

...Her eyes closed and deadly pale... she moans: « The mother of Judas! of Judas! of Judas! » She pants and then resumes: « But what is Judas? What did I give birth to? What is Judas? What have I… »

Jesus is in the room which is lit up by a trembling light... He calls her gently: « Mary! Mary of Simon!... »

The woman repeats the ideas that haunt her brain, monotonously, like the tick-tack of a pendulum-clock: « The mother of Judas! What have I given birth to? The world shouts: "The mother of Judas"… »

Two tears well up in the corners of Jesus' very mild eyes… He bends... He lays His hand on the feverish forehead... and He says: « A poor wretch. That and nothing else. If the world shouts, God covers the shout of the world saying to you: "Have peace, because I love you". Look at Me, poor mother! Gather your lost spirit and put it in My hands. I am Jesus!… »
Mary of Simon opens her eyes as if she were coming out of a nightmare and she sees the Lord. She feels His Hand on her forehead, she covers her face with her trembling hands and moans: « Do not curse me! If I had known what I was giving birth to, I would have torn my womb to prevent him from being born. » 

« And you would have sinned. Mary! oh! Mary! Do not depart from your justice because of the sin of another person. The mothers who have fulfilled their duty must not consider themselves responsible for the sins of their sons. You have done your duty, Mary. Give Me your poor hands. Be calm, poor mother. »

« I am Judas' mother. I am unclean like all the things that demon touched. The mother of a demon! Do not touch me. » She struggles to avoid the divine Hands that want to hold her.

The two tears of Jesus fall on her face which is burning once again with fever. « I have purified you, Mary. My tears of compassion are on you. I have not shed My tears on anybody since I consumed My sorrow. But I am weeping over you with all My loving pity. » He has succeeded in getting hold of her hands, and He sits down on the edge of the little bed, holding her trembling hands in His.

The loving compassion of His bright eyes caresses, envelops and cures the poor wretch who calms down, weeping silently and whispering: « Have You no grudge against me? »

« I have love. That is why I have come. Have peace. »

« You forgive! But the world! Your Mother! She will hate me. »

« She thinks of you as of a sister. The world is cruel. That is true. But My Mother is the Mother of the Love, and She is good. You cannot go about in the world, but She will come to you when everything is at peace. Time pacifies… »

« Make me die, if You love me… »

« A little longer. Your son was not able to give Me anything. Give Me a period of time of your suffering. It will be a short one. »

« My son has given You too much… Infinite horror he has given You. »

« And you your infinite sorrow. The horror is over. It no longer serves. Your sorrow serves. It joins [with] these wounds of Mine and Your tears and My Blood [to] wash the world. All sorrows join together to wash the world. Your tears are between My Blood and the tears of My Mother, and around them there is all the sorrow of the saints who will suffer for the Christ and for men, for My sake and for the sake of men. Poor Mary! » He lays her down gently, He crosses her hands and watches her as she calms down…

(Vol. 5, pp. 794-6)
----------
“Bridge Between the World and Heaven”
(The Holy Spirit, in a dictation to Maria Valtorta, says:)


« In Chapter 9 verse 13 of Genesis, it is said, "...I will set my rain​bow in the clouds, and it shall be the sign of a covenant between Me and the Earth..."
Rainbow: sign of peace. Rainbow: bridge between Heav​en and Earth.

Mary: the peaceful bridge joining Heaven and Earth, the most Beloved One who obtains mercy for sinners with Her sole presence...

With the growth of sins and the increasing of storm clouds of divine wrath and satanic fumes, Mary is always the one who scatters the clouds and disarms the lightning. She builds her mystical bridge for Humanity - which has fallen into the abyss - so that it can rise up sweetly towards its Good.

"I will set my rainbow amongst the clouds... and I will remember my covenant."

Oh! truly the Rainbow of peace, the Co-Redemptrix, is amongst the clouds, above the clouds. She is the sweet star that shines in the presence of God, in order to remind Him that He has promised mercy to men, and has given His Son so that men may have forgiveness...

After the flood, the rainbow was seen by only the few just ones who had remained alive on Earth. In the present hour instead, Mary - the rainbow, the sign of peace for a su​per-abounding of mercy - will be seen by many who are not just. Her voice, Her perfume and Her prodigies will be no​ticed by the just and by sinners. And as the wrath of God is not unleashed, because of the Rainbow of God, blessed are those amongst these last ones who will turn to justice, and to faith in Jesus in whom is salvation,...

 (The Holy Spirit speaks of Mary, in a time of darkness which covers the Earth...)

« …Already there is an outline of a dawn, none sweeter than You. It is the time of Mary that rises. The utmost mercy that our Love has thought for you all.

Great will be the length of Her walk. Opposed by Her eternal enemy, who on account of having been defeated, [Satan] is no less obstinate in grieving Her and fighting against Her. He dulls the intellects of men so as not to let them know Mary. He extinguishes faith of men in Her. He creates fogs. He throws mud. However, the Star of the Sea is too far above the polluted waves... She will only descend, as swiftly as an archangel, to put Her seal next to the mark of the Tau upon the foreheads of the faithful1 - of those saved for the eternal Kingdom. And strength and peace will enter into their spirits under the touch of Her hand - Mother of Life and Fountain of Sal​vation… »

(Jesus says:)

"If it were not for the care of Mary, for the prayers of Mary, the human race would no longer exist. I would have annulled it, for your way of life has truly touched the depths of Evil. Justice is wounded, Patience has passed all limits, and Punishment is at the ready. But Mary is there, sheltering you under her mantle. And if with a mere gaze I can bring Paradise to its knees and make the stars tremble, I can do nothing against my Mother...
"To punish you would mean giving the Mother of the human race2 - the true Mother - a stabbing pain. For She always hopes She can lead you to her Son... To those in the world who still believe, I say: 'The salvation of the world is in Mary'.
"...If you knew how God is withdrawing into the depths... you would tremble...

"Previously it was I that was the bridge between the world and Heaven. But truly, in the face of your obstinacy in Evil, the Christ is withdrawing... He is leaving you to your Evil...
"Now, Mary is the only bridge left. But if you disdain Her too, you shall be crushed. I do not allow the Woman - upon whom the Holy Spirit descended to conceive Me... - to be disparaged."
(...Paul to the Romans, pp. 102-4, 46;  Notebooks 1943, p. 138)
1. See Rev. 7:3;  2. Jn. 19:26-7
MORE “SUNDAY GOSPELS” INSIGHTS – YEAR A

Here is a source list for transcripts of the “Sunday Gospels” audio series, for the second three months of liturgical year A – from the Fourth Sunday of Lent to the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ. Reference to The Poem’s volume/page text, containing Maria Valtorta’s first-hand account of each gospel passage, follows immediately after each passage’s Scriptural reference and theme. Also included – for just some of these Sundays – are additional passages from Maria’s other writings, offering further insights for these particular Sunday reflections…

(If you don’t have the “Sunday Gospels” 4xCD (MP3) set, you can down-load the Gospel tracks for the current month from Steve Jost’s web-site: http://www.valtorta.org – then scroll down to: Click HERE to HEAR Gospels of Sundays & Feasts of the current  month  – Ed.)

----------

2ND MARCH: Fourth Sunday of Lent - Year A
Jn. 9:1-41 – Cure of the man born blind
(Main text: Vol. 4, pp. 593-605, 648-50)


(Azariah, Maria’s Guardian Angel, gives some advice for would-be evangelists…)


"…To the deniers, the uncertain, or the denigrators of the miracle… you can make that luminous statement of the man born blind, to those who reproached him for having received his sight from a reprobate. He said: 'I don't know if He is a sinner, but I know this alone: that I was blind and now I see.... Ever since the world began there has never been talk of someone's opening the eyes of a man born blind. If the one who healed me were not God, He couldn't have done it.'

"Yes, that's how you can reply to those insinuating doubts about the spokeswoman. You can say: 'We don't know what she is. We know only that she has healed our spirits. Ever since the world began, there has never been talk of the devil's having opened the eyes of one who was in sin to the Light of God. If the one who healed us were not an instrument of God, her pages would not have been able to convert us'…"  (Azariah, pp. 75-6)
----------
9TH MARCH: Fifth Sunday of Lent - Year A
Jn. 11:1-45 – “My house has many abodes”

(Main text: Vol. 5, pp. 29, 44-6, 49-56)

----------
16TH MARCH: Passion Sunday – Year A
 [See 28 separate tracks of Jesus’ Passion and Death,

contained in the “Sunday Gospels” 4xCD (MP3) Series]
----------
23RD MARCH: Easter Sunday – Year A

Jn. 20:1-9 – Discovery of Jesus’ empty tomb

(Main text: Vol. 5, pp. 705-9, 900, 903-4)


(Jesus has a message, through Maria Valtorta, for those who doubt the Shroud’s authenticity:)


"You have seen the wreath of bruises around my kidneys. The proof of my suffering is the Turin Shroud. Your scientists ‑ to offer proof for their incredulity regarding the Shroud ‑ explain the manner in which blood, sweat from the corpse, and an overstrained body - being mixed with the aromas - were able to produce that natural painting of my lifeless, tortured Body…


"The fierce wounds to my kidneys were the most powerful chemical agent in the miracle of the Turin Shroud. My kidneys - nearly shattered by the scourges - were no longer able to function. Like those of people burned in a blaze, they were unable to filter. And the urea - accumulated and spread throughout my blood and my body - caused the sufferings of uremic intoxication, and of the reagent transuding from my corpse, which fixed the impression upon the cloth. Whoever among you is a doctor, or whoever among you is ill with uremia, can grasp the sufferings which the uremic toxins must have caused Me. They were so abundant, as to leave an indelible imprint…"

"After death, when the agony had ceased and fluids had been partially emptied out - both naturally and from the lance thrust - my face suddenly thinned. …My Mother's tears also served to restore a more habitual appearance to my face.


"But on the Turin Shroud, the face of someone dead for several hours appears. The usual process of edema had already begun, all the more intense in someone killed with torture like me. It is the transudates spreading from the serous membranes, which make you say that a dead person looks the way he did when alive. It is the great pacification, which death extends over even the most tortured faces.


"In addition, consider that the image appears on a cloth, and is fixed upon it through a process of natural aromas and salts. 574 There follows a text concerning the episode of "Jesus' Weeping over Jerusalem," which has been included in the Passion cycle.

You know that any stain on a cloth appears prone to expand. But in reality, the features of my face on the morning of the Resurrection ‑ that is, when I ceased to be covered by the Turin Shroud ‑ were swollen in this way.


"Life returned to the Living One. But during those forty hours I was quite dead, and in no way different from every man who is a prey to death. I did not decompose, because of the swift Resurrection. But my body was subject to the rules common to dead bodies, especially those dying of innumerable wounds. I, as Victim, wanted to annihilate Myself in this respect, too. All decomposition begins with swelling. Let this be directed to all who still have doubts about the truth of my death."
(Notebooks 1944, pp. 161-2, 482-3)

----------
30TH MARCH: 2nd Sunday of Easter– Year A

Jn. 20:19-31 – Jesus appears to His apostles,

and the doubting Thomas

(Main text: Vol. 5, p. 739-47, 749-51, 753-6)

----------
6TH APRIL: 3rd Sunday of Easter– Year A
Lk. 24:13-35 – On the road to Emmaus

(Main text: Vol. 5, p. 727-34)
----------
13TH APRIL: 4th Sunday of Easter– Year A
Jn. 10:1-10 – “I am the Good Shepherd”

(Main text: Vol. 4, pp. 650-5, 737)


(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


"This is a page which is painful to dictate, write, and read. But it is true, and should be uttered. Write. It is for the priests…


"I called you 'shepherds.' 123 I did not call you 'solitaries' or 123 John 10:1‑21.

'captains.' The solitary lives by himself. The captain marches at the head of his men. But the 'shepherd' remains in the midst of his flock and watches over it. He does not isolate himself, because the flock would be dispersed. He does not walk at the head, because the absent‑minded in the flock would be left behind along the way, prey to wolves and thieves.


"The shepherd, if he is not a madman: lives in the midst of his flock; he calls it and gathers it together; he tirelessly goes back and forth along its extent; he precedes it at difficult junctures; he is the first to examine obstacles, leveling them as much as possible; he makes rough ways safe - by his efforts - and then remains at the troublesome spot to oversee the passing of his sheep; if he observes that one of them is fearful or weak, he takes it on his shoulders and carries it beyond the point of danger.


"If a wolf comes, he doesn’t run away, but hurls himself against it - in front of his sheep - and defends them, even at the price of dying, to save them. He immolates himself for them to satisfy the beast's hunger, so that it will no longer feel the need to tear anyone to pieces.


"How many beasts there are, attacking souls! The shepherd does not waste time on useless chatter with passers‑by, and does not get distracted with matters which are not his concern. He takes care of his flock, and that's all…"  (Notebooks 1944, pp. 113, 115-6)
----------
20TH APRIL: 5th Sunday of Easter– Year A
 Jn. 14:1-12 – “My house has many abodes”

(Main text: Vol. 5, p. 510-1)


(Jesus tells Maria Valtorta:)


"I said this: 'Whoever loves Me does the same works I do'. For I live in those who love Me. I live in victims who annul themselves in love - to the point of dying from love. And I work the wonders of my power in them."

(Notebooks 1943, p. 529)

----------
27TH APRIL: 6th Sunday of Easter– Year A
Jn. 14:15-21 – “You are in Me, and I am in you”

(Vol. 5, pp. 511-2, 851)

----------
4TH MAY: Ascension of the Lord - Year A
Mt. 28:16-20 – “Preach the Gospel to all”

(Main text: Vol. 5, pp. 834-8, 870-2, 757-8, 845)

(Going back a short time, Jesus gives a message to His apostles, which is important also for their successors:)


« …This is why I create priests. To save those who had been saved by My Blood. My Blood saves. But men continue to fall into death. To fall again into Death.


So it is necessary for them to be continuously washed, seventy and seventy times seven, by those who have the authority to do so, so that they may not be a prey to Death. You and your successors will do that. That is why I absolve you of all your sins: Because you need to see, and sin would blind you, as it deprives the spirit of the Light - which is God; Because you need to understand, and sin makes one dull, because it deprives the spirit of the Intelligence - which is God; Because it is your ministry to purify, and sin sullies, because it deprives the spirit of Purity - which is God.


Great is your ministry of judging and absolving in My name!... »  (Vol. 5, pp. 757-8)

(At another time, Jesus says to the apostles:)


« …Remember, when judging, to ponder on the seven conditions whereby an action may or may not be sinful, and may be of different gravity. I will recall them. When one sinned, and how many times; who sinned; with whom; with what; which is the substance of the sin; which is the cause; and why did one sin. But be not afraid. The Holy Spirit will assist you... »
(Vol. 5, p. 845)
----------
11TH MAY: Pentecost Sunday - Year A
Jn. 20:19-23 – Jesus appears to His apostles

after His Resurrection

 (Main text: Vol. 5, pp. 739-47, 757-8)

Acts 2:1-4 (1st reading) – Descent of Holy Spirit

on the apostles and Mary

(Text: Vol. 5, p. 882-4)


(Azariah, Maria Valtorta’s Guardian Angel, comments to Maria, whom he calls “little John”:)

"Have you ever meditated, 0 soul of mine, on the symbol of that tongue of fire which ‑ you have seen it ‑ rested upon each of the Apostles' heads while it crowned the All‑Holy Woman with a wreath?… You are generally told that it was in the form of a flame, to be perceptible to the Apostles, and to signify love and light. Yes, that, too ‑ but not that alone…

"The Paraclete… like the Incarnate Word - broke and gave Himself, in a Communion, and in an outpouring and donation of his gifts of Wisdom, Intelligence, Counsel, Science, Fortitude, Piety, and Fear of God. It was just as Jesus had given Himself in Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity. This was notwithstanding… that the Blood of the Lamb had cleansed their souls, but had not destroyed their humanity, which had to struggle on its own, and evolve towards perfect spirituality. And it remained, heavy and dull, even after the Resurrection…

 "After the Father… had already created man for life, and the Son had created man for Grace, the Ineffible Love wanted to complete and perfect these two creations, and create the new apostolic man. This was to burn up the heaviest, the most poisonous dross remaining… in the head: where the five senses are joined together at the service of material sensuality; where the organ is enclosed, which presides over sensations and transmits them to the most remote organs; and where the agent of thought is…

"In the twelve, destined to evangelize the world, there were to be no more ruins. And behold! The Spirit - in his Pentecostal Communion - burnt and purified the seat of sense and thought: the heads of the apostolic men, while He crowned, with love, the head of the Virgin, his Spouse… Mother of Grace, Mary, Queen of Apostles, and Queen of the Church on Earth…  (Azariah, pp. 93-5)
----------
18TH MAY: Trinity Sunday - Year A
Jn. 3:16-18 – “God so loved the world...”

(Main text: Vol. 1, pp. 621-6)

----------
25TH MAY: The Body and Blood of Christ - Year A
Jn. 6:51-58 – Bread from Heaven
(Main text: Vol. 3, pp. 445-6)


(Azariah, Maria Valtorta’s Guardian Angel, speaks of the Holy Eucharist:)


"Oh, let us exult! There is nothing, no, there is nothing but exultation in me, an angel, over seeing you nourished with the Heavenly Bread and the Divine Word.


I approach and hear the Word. I approach and smell the fragrance of the Bread of Paradise… This Word is the one that makes us angels sing, with great joy.... And, like the Eucharistic Bread, this Word is Bread, sapiential bread which, under different species that are appearance and not substance, conceals sublime things… The Word is Eucharist, and the Eucharist remains the Word under a different form, but with the same divine holiness. Since they are, then, one and the same, the gifts and fruits produced are identical: Life, Wisdom, Holiness, Grace.


"Communion may be called the Word and the Bread. The former is Communion of God Spirit, for the spirit and intellect of man. The latter is Communion of God Flesh and Blood, for the whole man, to transform him into God, by the operation of most holy grace and infinite love.


"Never receive either unworthily, so that it will not be 'death' for you. But in an upright, humble, obedient spirit, filled with love, fill yourself with Them in time, so as to be rich therefore for eternity. Because these Foods, which come from Heaven, help and complete each other, giving full, eternal Life according to the promise of the Word Jesus: 'Whoever keeps my words will not see death in eternity'; and 'Whoever eats this Bread will live forever.'


"Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!"  (Azariah, pp. 146-7)
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