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MARIA VALTORTA’S NOTEBOOKS,  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERY IN JERUSALEM,

AND MORE “SUNDAY GOSPELS” INSIGHTS.
NOTEBOOKS 1943

Preface to the English Edition

On April 23, 1943, Good Friday, Maria Valtorta received the first of a series of "dictations" - mainly attributed to Christ, but also, on occasion, to God the Father, the Holy Spirit, Mary, and other figures associated with Divine Revelation 1- which would extend over a number of years, largely coinciding with the period in which, in response to Christ's invitation, she contemplated and wrote in narrative form all of the major episodes connected with the life of the Redeemer.2

This new phase in her human and, above all, spiritual development did not appear abruptly, but had been preceded by many years of progressive union with Christ, culminating in an act of personal self-sacrifice whereby Maria Valtorta had offered herself as a "victim soul" desirous of co-operating with the work of redemption.3

Bedridden as a result of serious and growing infirmity, virtually cut off from normal social life, and generally not understood by those immediately in contact with her, under the insistent touch of inspiration she blossomed into a prolific writer, always maintaining, however, that the content of her "dictated" or revealed works, was not a literary creation of her own, but that she was merely a willing instrument in the hands of God and wrote down what she heard or saw.

The magnitude of her production and the sources to which it is attributed present us with an extraordinary spiritual event in this century which warrants attentive consideration.

The body of her works is entirely sealed by an intense perception of "Catholicity" - what it means to be a Catholic believer at this stage in history, with a lively awareness of the twenty centuries of Christianity which have already transpired and of the challenges which now face the Church and all mankind.

The Notebooks, grouped together in this volume, were all written in 1943, in the midst of the world war (two other volumes have been published in Italian, including texts from 1944 and from the 1945-1950 period, respectively). They thus reflect an acute, and sometimes agonizing, consciousness on the part of the writer of Italy's involvement in the war, and of the human and spiritual errors which contributed to it. This concern of hers provided a backdrop for certain observations by Christ on such subjects as the abuse of power, the diabolical dimensions of war, and the loss of Christian faith among large sectors of the population. But it would be wrong to limit the context to this historical period alone, for the volume also contains numerous passages with an explicitly prophetic content - dealing, for example, with impending ecological imbalances in the world, bloody conflicts, and the apocalyptic battle between Good and Evil as presented not only in the Book of Revelation, but in terms of new applications of passages contained in the Old Testament prophets. A comprehensive vision of the Last Times is thus provided, with particular reference to the mission of the Vicar of Christ and of all convinced Christians, in conveying the Redeemer's life and teachings, and in sharing his human and heavenly destiny-both sufferings and glorification - to the full.

One of the keynotes of these texts is the fusion of Christ's forcefulness in affirming his Divine Sonship and unique role in time and eternity, with his tenderness in approaching troubled souls, and patiently seeking to raise them to faith, hope, and love through his self-sacrificing humility and their cooperation. He repeatedly insists on the need for all believers - and religious attitudes themselves - to be purified and freed from dross, especially in the case of priests, who are responsible for the welfare of many souls and who must, therefore, be Christ-like in their action. Love and pain, when joined to Christ in deep personal prayer, are the two wings enabling lowly mankind to take flight towards union with the Holy Trinity.

The presence of Mary also forms part of this work, sometimes by way of teachings and intimate confidences about her life with Christ and, on occasion, in special contemplations of her holiness and supernatural maternity.

The Holy Spirit, briefly but emphatically, manifests Himself as dynamic Love in Person, clasping the Father and the Son in a single embrace, and acting throughout creation.

Another major theme of the work is the primacy of the "spirit," capable of participating in the life of the Divinity, over the "soul" and the "body" in the human structure. The earthly person must respect the spirit's "right" to holiness and to the possession of God made possible by the Redeemer, and act in accordance with the supernatural longings the spirit experiences. Those who fail to do so, silencing the spirit and contravening its inclinations, are guilty of "slaying" it, depriving both God and themselves of mutual joy in beatitude.

These Notebooks belong to a category of mystical literature which the Catholic Church has long been familiar with: that of so-called "private revelations." A private revelation is not binding for the faith of Christians, but its value is to be measured by its capacity to instruct and inflame souls, spurring them to love God more and apply divine teachings to their everyday lives.

In the confidence - and the conviction - that this work superabounds in these inspired qualities, we offer it for the spiritual nourishment of readers.

Rome, August 28, 1996

David G. Murray

(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)
"The part which is mine, and which should be separated from yours, will have formative value, for the voice of the Gospel is found therein, and this voice always has value for spiritual formation, in whatever manner it comes to you…" (Notebooks 1943, p. 239)

"When I use special means, it is to accelerate - for the times are moving faster - the fullness of the teaching of the Word and the fullness of the spiritual formation of the true disciples, of the true subjects of King Jesus Christ..." (Notebooks 1943, p. 245)
JEWS' ROMAN 'ESCAPE ROUTE' FOUND

(BBC NEWS – 10 September 2007)


Archaeologists in Jerusalem say they have found an underground drainage channel that was used by Jews to escape from the Romans in 70 AD. 


The channel was buried under the rubble of the Second Temple, which was destroyed by Roman conquerors in the Siege of Jerusalem. 

Scores of people are thought to have sheltered and lived in the tunnel until they were able to flee the city. 

Several parts of the tunnel are still intact. 




    


three metres and is one metre wide, so that it is possible to walk in it comfortably," the statement said. 

Eli Shukron of the Antiquities Authority said: "It was a place where people hid and fled to from the burning, destroyed Jerusalem." 

Mr Shukron said excavators looking for Jerusalem's main road from the time of the Second Temple happened to find a small drainage channel. That led them to the larger tunnel beneath the road. 

Pottery shards and coins from the end of the Second Temple period were also discovered inside the tunnel. 

About 100 metres of tunnel has been excavated so far, stretching north from the Shiloah Pool at the Old City's southern end to about 10 metres west of the Western Wall (the so-called Wailing Wall), which is all that is left of the Second Temple. 

Archaeologists think the tunnel leads to the Kidron River, which empties into the Dead Sea. 

The destruction of the Second Temple is still mourned annually on the Jewish fast Tisha B'Av.

Is This the Same Tunnel?
(From The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 4, pp. 579-80)

(At the Temple in Jerusalem, Jesus is speaking at the last column of the eastern side of the Court of the Gentiles. The growing crowd becomes hateful and hostile, and some begin throwing stones…)
Zacharias, the Levite, gives Jesus a mighty push, the only means to make Him reach a little low door, hidden in the wall of the court and already set to be opened, and pushes Him inside with the two sons of Alphaeus, John, Manaen and Thomas… [The tumult’s] noise arrives, weakened in the underground passage, among the mighty stone walls… There are large stones and smaller ones, and on top of the smaller ones there are large ones and vice-versa. I do not know whether I have made myself clear. They are dark and mighty, coarsely chiselled, hardly visible in the dim light coming from narrow loopholes placed high up at regular intervals to admit air and light so that the place may not be completely murky. It is a narrow tunnel, the purpose of which I do not know, but I am under the impression that it runs right round the court. Perhaps it was built as a protection, as a shelter place, or to double and thus reinforce the walls of the courts, which form enclosures round the true and proper Temple, the Holy of Holies. In brief, I do not know….


Some time goes by. Then the dull sound of steps and a tiny flickering light coming from the dark depth.

« Are You there, Master? » asks a voice that wants to be heard but is afraid of being heard.

« Yes, Zacharias, I am here. »

« Praised be Jehovah!... Come, Master… We go down here… There is not much light, but it's a safe way. It takes us down to the cisterns… and we come out near the Kidron. An old way. Not always used for a good purpose. But this time it is… And that sanctifies it… »

They continue to go down in the deep shade broken only by the flickering light of the lamp, until a different gleam is seen down at the bottom… and beyond it some green appears in the distance… A railing, so heavy and thick that it looks like a door, is at the end of the tunnel…


« Master… forget, all of you must forget this passage and me who brought you here » says Zacharias, working some devices of the heavy railing, which he opens just enough to let them go out. And he repeats: « Forget all about this, for my sake. »

« Be not afraid. None of us will speak. And may God be with you for your charity. » Jesus raises His hand and lays it on the bowed head of the young man.

He goes out followed by His cousins and the others. He finds Himself in a small wild open space, covered with bramble, so small that it can hardly contain them all, and facing the Mount of Olives. A very steep path runs down among the bramble towards the torrent.

« Let us go. We will climb up again to the height of the Gate of the Sheep… »
SOME “SUNDAY GOSPELS” INSIGHTS – YEAR A

Here is a source list for transcripts of the “Sunday Gospels” audio series, for the first three months of liturgical year A – from the First Sunday of Advent to the Third Sunday of Lent. Reference to The Poem’s volume/page text, containing Maria Valtorta’s first-hand account of each gospel passage, follows immediately after each passage’s Scriptural reference and theme. Also included – for just some of these Sundays – are additional passages from Maria’s other writings, offering further insights for these particular Sunday reflections…

(If you don’t have the “Sunday Gospels” 4xCD (MP3) set, you can down-load the Gospel tracks for the current month from Steve Jost’s web-site: http://www.valtorta.org – then scroll down to: Click HERE to HEAR Gospels of Sundays & Feasts of the current  month  – Ed.)

----------
2ND DECEMBER: First Sunday of Advent - Year A

Mt. 24:37-44 – Watch for the coming of the Lord.

(Main text: The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 5. p. 466)


(A final message of hope and joy comes from Azariah, Maria’s Guardian Angel:)


"Light seems to grow dark, and Death comes. Corruption spreads, and overflows with its burdensome waves. Fear not. It's what's needed to rouse the drowsy, and make them desirous of voices from on high.


"Struggle is useful to keep the athlete strong. The nausea of corruption prompts the desire for what is pure. Darkness spurs people to seek the light. Materiality, when pushed to fearful limits, generates a stimulus towards spirituality.


"Satan had seized humanity like a ball, because it had fallen asleep in the mist of epochs without religious struggles, and had been flung into the mire with scorn. In reaction to the blow, humanity will rebound towards the heights. The era of the spirit will come after this time of materiality. The era of the Light will return after the current obscurity. The era of Life will succeed the almost mortal agony. The era of God will arise to be a force in the final struggle. The era of God will reign over that of Satan.


"On your feet, 0 Christians, in the fullness of your charity for God, for the Church, for your neighbour, for yourselves. God the Father sent you his Son and your Brother - through the Mother - so that He would be your Master and Redeemer, and you would be children of God. Since you are children, God has infused the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, and through you He cries out, 'Abba! Father!'…


"He says it through you. What, then, are you afraid of: if you can call God 'Father'? if the Spirit of God Himself says it through you, thus confessing that you may call yourselves children of the Father, that you are children of God? and if the Spirit Himself, whom God loves infinitely, for He is God, prays and calls out through you?


"Courage, then, and do not be afraid of the things that pass. Fear not…


"Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit."  (The Book of Azariah, pp. 304-5)
----------
9TH DECEMBER: Second Sunday of Advent - Year A

Mt. 3:1-12 – Jesus and John the Baptist

(Main text: Vol. 1, pp. 216, 353-4)
----------
16TH DECEMBER: Third Sunday of Advent - Year A

Mt. 11:2-11 – The Baptist is more than a prophet.

(Main text: Vol. 2, pp. 701-6)

----------
23RD DECEMBER: Fourth Sunday of Advent - Year A

Mt. 1:18-24 – The Annunciation, & Joseph’s passion

 (Main text: Vol. 1. pp. 79-82, 92-3, 96, 121-3, 126-9)

 (Mary comments to Maria Valtorta on Joseph’s dilemma, and his passion…)
« …It began in Jerusalem when he noticed My condition. And it lasted several days... And only because of the holiness of My just spouse, it was contained in such a dignified and secret form, that it has been hardly noticed throughout centuries….
My children: it is necessary to hope, to pray, to forgive: to obtain God's intervention in our favour. You must live your passions, because you deserved them with your sins. I can teach you how to overcome them, and turn them into joy: Hope beyond measure. Pray with confidence. Forgive, to be forgiven. God's forgiveness will be the peace you desire, My children… »  (Vol. 1, pp. 24-5)
----------

(Concerning Mary, Jesus says to Maria:)

“…To the world she appeared as 'the wife' known by a man. And to her man ‑ who never knew her as a wife according to the flesh ‑ she appeared as 'the adulteress'.... There is no greater mortification than this!... She sang her Ecce Ancilla Domini more forcefully! And God rewarded her, by giving her back Joseph's esteem…”

(Notebooks 1945-50, p 135)
----------
25TH DECEMBER: CHRISTMAS DAY

Midnight Mass: Lk. 2:1-7 – The Birth of Jesus

(Main text: Vol. 1. pp. 129-32, 134-42)

Mass at Dawn: Lk. 2:8-20 – Shepherds’ Adoration
(Main text: Vol. 1. pp. 147-55)

(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)

"…Indeed, I tell you that, whereas one of the twelve apostles was lost, not one of the twelve shepherds was left deprived of the halo of the blessed. And that was because, in their simplicity, they were fulfilled and pervaded by my simplicity as a Child. They saw and loved only the Son, born to the People of Israel, the Child Savior, 'wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger'... They loved. Always…”  (Notebooks 1945-50, p. 311)
----------

(Early in the first year of His public life, Jesus went back to Bethlehem and began a search for the twelve shepherds, who had adored Him at His Birth. One by one, in various parts of the country, He made joyful encounters with those still alive. Three had died – one in the presence of Jesus and Mary – and a new one, Joseph, son of the original shepherd Joseph, had joined the group. The story of these remaining ten shepherds - disciples throughout Jesus’ public life, and sorrowful witnesses of His Crucifixion - fills many pages in the five volumes of The Poem of the Man-God. One of these, Matthias, later replaced Judas as the twelfth apostle.)
Mass during the Day: Jn. 1:1-18 – The “Last Gospel”

 (Main text: Vol. 2, pp. 559-64)


(Azariah, Maria Valtorta’s Guardian Angel, comments on the first verses of John’s Gospel:)


"…[John] had known God - not just the God‑Man, Savior and Master, but God, the Unknowable - and he had understood his Nature. This angelic page of the angelic man is truly a song, the song of the truth about the Nature of the Word. And it gives wings to the soul of whoever is able to listen to it, wings to ascend to contemplate the Word who became man to give men Life and Light…"  (The Book of Azariah, p. 307)
----------

(Maria Valtorta writes:)


John, the fourth Evangelist, is the Eagle. High, powerful and solitary flight, and the ability to look fixedly at the sun, are proper to the eagle. In John the Evangelist, there is the nobility of the noble bird: powerful flight; and the capacity to gaze fixedly at the Divine Sun, Jesus - the Light of the world, the Light of Heaven, the Light of God, Infinite Splendour. It is the ability to rise up to supernatural heights, to which no other evangelist rose. And in this way, by rising up, [it is the ability] to be able to penetrate the mystery and truth and doctrine ‑ everything ‑ of the Man who was God…


The eagle does not sing more or less melodiously, as other birds do. But he casts forth a powerful cry, which is such an affirmation of power that it makes the hearts of men and of animals tremble. John does not sweetly sing the story of Christ, either. But he hurls forth his powerful cry to celebrate the Hero. And it is such a forceful cry - in asserting the Divinity and most luminous Wisdom of Christ - that it makes souls and hearts tremble from the first words of his introduction…


The first words of his Gospel canticle are praise of the Light. His last words in the Apocalypse are two cries…: "I am coming soon!" and "Come, Lord Jesus! " And these two cries - of the Beloved and of the Lover - disclose to us more than anything else what John meant to Jesus, and Jesus to John: Love…
(Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 614-7)
----------

30TH DECEMBER: The Holy Family - Year A

Mt. 2:13-15, 19-23 – The fight into Egypt

(Main text: Vol. 1. pp. 179-83)

----------

6TH JANUARY: The Epiphany of the Lord – Year A

Mt. 2:1-12 – Visit of the Three Wise Men

(Main text: Vol. 1, pp. 168-174)

----------

13TH JANUARY: The Baptism of the Lord – Year A

20TH JANUARY: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A

 (The Gospels for these two Sundays are Matthew’s and John’s accounts of the same event.)

Mt. 3:13-17 & Jn. 1:29-34 – The Baptism of the Lord
 (Main text: Vol. 1, pp. 243-4)


(Two years later, during a visit with some of the other apostles to Antioch, Andrew, the quiet one, reminisces to an assembled group about the meeting of Jesus with John the Baptist…)

« I was a disciple of the Baptist. And when we were not fishing, I used to go to him with other companions. It was a day of this month... The banks of the Jordan were crowded with people, who trembled when hearing the words of the Baptist. I had noticed a young handsome man come calmly towards us along a path. His garments were plain, His countenance kind. He seemed to be asking for love, and to be giving love. His blue eyes rested for a moment on me, and I felt something that I have never felt again. I felt as if my soul were being caressed, as if I were being lightly touched by the wings of angels. For a moment I felt that I was so far away from the earth, so different, that I said: "I shall die now! This is God calling my soul". But I did not die. I was fascinated, contemplating the young unknown man, whose blue eyes were now staring at the Baptist.

The Baptist turned around, ran to Him, and bowed. They spoke to each other. And as John's voice was as loud as thunder, their mysterious words reached me, tense as I was in the keen desire to know who the unknown young man was. My soul felt that He was different from everybody. They were saying to each other: "I should be baptised by You... and ... Never mind just now. It is necessary to fulfil all justice"...

John had already said: "Someone will come, and I am not fit to undo the straps of His sandals". He had already said: "There is among you, in Israel, One Whom you do not know. His winnowing-fan is already in His hand. He will clear His threshing-floor, and He will burn the chaff in a fire that will never go out". I had in front of me a young man of the common people, whose countenance was mild and humble, and yet I felt that He was the One, Whose sandal-straps not even the Holy One in Israel - the last Prophet, the Precursor - was fit to undo. I felt that He was the One, Whom we did not know.

But I was not afraid. On the contrary, when John, after the enrapturing thunder of God, and after the unimaginable brightness of the Light in the shape of a dove of peace, said: "Here is the Lamb of God", I cried: "I believe!" with the voice of my soul, rejoicing because I had foreseen the King Messiah in the young man who looked so mild and humble. Because of this faith I am His servant. Be so yourselves, and you will have peace… »
(Vol. 3, p. 255-6)

----------

27TH JANUARY: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A

Mt. 4:12-23 – Jesus meets His first disciples

(Main text: Vol. 1, pp. 253-4, 259, 265-7)

----------

3RD FEBRUARY: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A

Mt. 5:1-12 – The Beatitudes

(Main text: Vol. 2, pp. 132-41)

----------

10TH FEBRUARY: First Sunday of Lent – Year A

Mt. 4:1-11 – Jesus’ Temptation in the Desert

(Main text: Vol. 1, pp. 247-52)

(Jesus says:)


"…I want you to contemplate Me in the part you deem inappropriate, and compare the Pure Jesus to the Pure Couple of the First Parents…


"Why did Satan begin his Temptation with Impurity? Because this sin is the most widespread one. It is in every place and in every part of the world, at all social levels, and, unfortunately, in all conditions. It has many names. It is sometimes even covered with legitimacy. But it sullies legitimate marriage beds as well as the beds of prostitutes, and I will not speak about other considerations… Satan believed that with that means alone, he would be able to shatter the thought of redemption forever, by corrupting the irreplaceable Redeemer…"

(Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 368-9)
----------

17TH FEBRUARY: Second Sunday of Lent – Year A

Mt. 17:1-9 – The Transfiguration of the Lord

(Main text: Vol. 3, p. 407-10)

----------

24TH FEBRUARY: Third Sunday of Lent – Year A

Jn. 4:5-42 – The woman at the well

(Main text: Vol. 2, pp.12-17, 24)

Compiled by David D. Murray for the Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group, 11 Best Street, Ringwood Vic. 3134  AUSTRALIA
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“The tunnel is believed to have been Jerusalem's main drainage channel at the time of the Roman conquest, stretching beneath the city and eventually reaching the Dead Sea”, the Israel Antiquities Authority said in a statement.


	"The channel... is covered with heavy stone slabs that are actually the paving stones of the street. 
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