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“WHY SUFFERING?” – AND SOME MORE “SUNDAY GOSPELS” TEACHINGS
In the first passage, Jesus speaks to Simon Peter about Creation, and man’s role in atonement for the sins of Earth. Then follow more transcript extracts from the audio 4xCD (MP3) series on the “Sunday Gospels”, for liturgical year C.
WHY SUFFERING?

(One night, Simon Peter asks Jesus why innocent people have to suffer. Jesus replies:)

« It seems an injustice, but it is a great justice that the best should suffer on behalf of everybody…

The Earth, like the other worlds with which Creation is strewn, ought to sing psalms to God Who created it. Look! » Jesus opens the wooden shutters, and through the wide open window one can see the sky…
« Look at those stars! They are singing the praises of God with their voices, that are light and motion, in the infinite spaces… Listen to the breeze rustling among the leaves, and to the noise of the stream in the night. Listen to the Earth, which, like the sky, sings with the winds, with the water, with the voices of birds and animals.,,

But there is also man, the perfect creature, superior to all beings living in time and in the world… He is destined - if faithful in the trial - to know and possess God, through grace at first, and in Paradise later. Man - the synthesis comprising all natures - has a mission that no other creature has. And it should be for him a joy, besides being his duty: to love God; to give God a cult of love intelligently and voluntarily; to repay God for the love that He gave man by granting him life, and Heaven in addition to life…

God-Love wanted to have love. And He created, to have love… which is intelligent and free only in angels and in men... The day that the great altar of the Earth should cease to give praises and entreaties of love, the Earth would cease existing…

Also the Earth must be the Temple that loves and prays with the intelligence of men. But which victims are always offered in the Temple? The pure, spotless, faultless victims, the only victims agreeable to the Lord. …

The Earth has a double duty of sacrifice: that of praise, and that of expiation. Mankind spread over the Earth sinned in the First men, and continuously sins by adding - to the sin of estrangement from God - the other countless sins of his consent. These are to the voices of the world, of the flesh and of Satan… Stars obey, plants obey, elements obey, animals obey... Men do not obey the Lord, or praise the Lord, enough. Hence the necessity of victim-souls, that may love and expiate on behalf of everybody… »

« But children… »

« You mean those who cannot yet offer themselves… I tell you that a child's soul - as it is without malice, with regard to its capacity of understanding God - is more adult than the soul of an old sinner. I tell you, Simon, that you will live so long as to see many children teach adults, and even yourself, the wisdom of heroic love. But in those little ones who die for natural reasons, God acts directly, for motives of so high a love that I cannot explain to you… We have let the moon set, Simon… It will soon be dawn and you have had no sleep… »

« It does not matter, Master. I have lost a few hours of sleep and I have gained so much wisdom… »

(From The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 5, pp. 124-6.  See also Readers’ Group booklet “Love and Pain – the Path to Holiness”:)

SOME “SUNDAY GOSPELS” INSIGHTS – YEAR C

Here are more transcript extracts from the “Sunday Gospels” series, for the third three months of liturgical year C – from Trinity Sunday to the 21st Sunday of Ordinary Time - giving additional insights into these Gospels.

Please note: The Poem’s volume/page reference, containing Maria Valtorta’s primary account of each gospel passage, follows immediately after the Gospel reference under each Sunday Gospel theme.

TRINITY SUNDAY

“The Holy Spirit will guide you”

[Jn. 16:12-15 – See The Poem, Vol. 5, p. 516]


(Jesus explains to His apostles why He speaks to the people in parables, whereas the apostles know that His teachings have a higher meaning. He says:)

« …Prophets and many just people were anxious to see what you see and they did not see it, and to hear what you hear and they did not hear it. They pined away with the desire to understand the mystery of the words, but as soon as the light of the prophecy went out, the words remained like burnt out coals, for the holy man who had received them.

Only God reveals Himself. When His light fades out, as soon as the purpose of illuminating the mystery comes to its end, the inability to understand envelops the regal truth of the word received, like the bandages of a mummy. That is why I said to you this morning: "The day will come when you will find everything I have given you". Now you cannot remember. But later, light will come upon you - not just for a moment, but for an inseparable union of the Eternal Spirit with yours - whereby your teaching concerning what pertains to the Kingdom of God will be infallible. And what applies to you, will apply also to your successors, if they live of God as of one bread only… »  (Vol. 2, p. 204)

----------


(Shortly before Jesus’ Ascension, John tells Him of his anxiety at not being able to overcome his human weaknesses, after Jesus is gone. He says:) 

« …O my adored and adorable Jesus - Who have saved us from the original Sin, taking our sins upon Yourself and consuming them in the ardour of Your perfect love - take and consume also our intellects of obstinate Israelites; give us new mentalities, as pure as that of a new-born baby; make us lose our memories, to fill us only with Your wisdom. So many things - of the past - died on that horrible day, and became dead like You. But now that You have risen from the dead, make a new thought come into our minds. Create new hearts and new minds for us, my Lord, and we shall understand You »

Jesus replies: « That task is not for Me, but for Him of Whom I spoke to you at the last Supper. Every word of Mine is lost in the abyss of your thoughts - all or in part - or remains locked and closed in its spirit. Only the Paraclete, when He comes, will draw My words from your abyss and will open them to you, to make you understand the spirit of them…

Through a rite that I will explain to you another day, the soul infused into man will be vivified by Grace, and the Spirit of the Lord will take possession of it. But you, who were baptised with water by John, will be baptised with Fire by the Power of God. Then the Spirit of God will really be in you. And it will be the Master: Whom men cannot persecute or drive away; and Who - in your interior - will explain the spirit of My words to you, and give you many other instructions…  (Vol. 5, p. 774)
----------

The Paraclete will remind you of My words and will enlarge on them in detail. And you will not be afraid, because you will remember that I gave you the first seed. Allow yourselves to be led by the Holy Spirit. If My hand was kind in guiding you, His Light is very mild. He is the Love of God. So I am going away happy, because I know that He will take My place and will lead you to the knowledge of God…»  (Vol. 5, p. 851)
----------


(Azariah, Maria’s Guardian Angel, speaks of the fulfilling gift of Pentecost - for the apostles, and for God’s instruments of later times…)


"…To that Epiphany in the Galilean March, and to the other on the banks of the Jordan, there was joined the luminous, crowning Epiphany of Pentecost, the promised epiphany which Christ had mentioned to his Apostles - to console them on that Paschal night - and on the morning of the Ascension. There it was fulfilled, preceded by a preparation of obedience and prayer, to make the poor apostles into the great Apostles, 'to baptize them with fire,' as Jesus had predicted to them. By this, they would be cleansed of their dullness and, more spirit than flesh, be able to plunge into the Fire and spread it everywhere, setting the whole world aflame with it.


"The Spirit well knew what He was accomplishing at that moment. He was carrying out the transformation of hearts. And He was changing them from hearts of men into 'voices' of God.

"That's it. The Spirit carries out these operations. He takes the nothingness - that is able to love, that is obedient, that is faithful, that speaks to God in confident prayer - and invests it with Himself, transforms it, makes it an instrument of God.

"'You will carry out a new creation,' it is said. Yes, He performs the re-creation of man as an instrument, so that the instrument's good will, when joined to Love, will super-create the holy.

"And observe:
The First Person rose up and commanded, 'Let there be Light.' The Third says, 'Let there be Love.'

The First commanded, 'Let there be man,' and the Third, 'Let there be holiness.'

The First cried to Lucifer, 'Be accursed.' The Third sets Hatred to flight with the splendor of Love…

"I told you before that Mary was beautiful and beloved: because She was beautiful in justice through her own will in addition to the Lord's will. And for this reason, She deserved marriage with God. I also told you that the apostles deserved the Pentecostal Chrism because of their obedience and prayer in preparation for the event.


"Every soul, to deserve Love, must, with its own will, want Love, and must maintain itself worthy of Love by obedience and unwearying prayer. If it did not do so, the descent of the Holy Spirit upon it would be in vain. For in descending, He could not make his dwelling there, and would swiftly ascend again to Heaven, leaving aridity, cold, darkness, and silence where there might have been fruitfulness, warmth, light, and divine lessons.

"But if this is for all the faithful, for the instruments it is even more so. The Apostles were changed from men into voices of God: through the work of the Paraclete, and through their own preparation in obedience and prayer. Those called to a special mission ‑ and every call is a test, but it is not yet a sure and immutable election ‑ are transformed into 'voices' by the work of Love, and through their own preparation in obedience and prayer… It is their obedience - their speaking with God, their obeying the commands of God - which makes them what they are. And do not give another name except that of disobedience and pride to the falls of those who seemed just and had only the external varnish of the just.

"Soul of mine, I will never cease, at the cost of seeming monotonous to you, to exhort you to practice those virtues: necessary for all, but absolutely indispensable, and in full measure, in the being chosen for an extraordinary role. These virtues are: perfect obedience, perfect humility, and a spirit of union with God ‑ that is, lived prayer, and not, indeed, the mechanical mumbling of prayers at certain hours…"  (The Book of Azariah, pp. 128-9)

FEAST OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

Feeding the five thousand, and giving thanks

[Lk. 9:11-17 – See Vol. 2, pp. 743-7]

 (Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


"My priests continually preach the power of God, who feeds the multitudes by multiplying the small amount of food. A beautiful and sweet miracle. But for a God - who has multiplied the suns in the firmament - what does the multiplication of a few crumbs of bread represent? I, the Christ, the Word of the Father, teach you another miracle, in the miracle. A miracle that you, too, can work when you are able to reach the power which is needed.


"How do I obtain that miracle? Just by touching the bread and breaking it with my divine hands? No. The Gospel says, '…and he gave thanks'. This is the miracle in the miracle. I, the Son of the Father, Almighty like the Father, Creator with the Father, give thanks. I pray to the Father; I humble Myself in an action of submission and trust. I do not believe Myself to be exonerated from the duty of asking the Eternal Father, whose duty it is to come to the aid of his sons and daughters. But He also has the right to be recognized as the supreme Lord of Heaven and Earth.

"I - God, like Him - remind Myself of this right. I fulfill this duty, and teach it to you - with the duty to respect, and the duty to 104 On a typed copy the text continues with the following passage in parentheses, at the end of which the writer specifies, with a pencil annotation, that it is a Note by Father Migliorini: 'The preceding dictation was hard to apply the day it was given, July 24, 1943. On the 26th the news became known that Mussolini had handed his resignation to the King, and what happened and threatened to happen on that same day of disapproval for the man who had fallen into decline not only amply justifies the Lord's recommendations, but makes it credible that He was really the one who dictated what was written."

trust. The miracle of the multiplied bread is worked after I have given thanks to the Father…"


(Notebooks 1943, pp. 194-5)

ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

A woman washes the feet of Jesus

[Lk. 7:36 to 8:3 – See Vol. 2, pp. 510-4]


(Jesus speaks of a spiritual encounter with a woman - whom we understand to be Mary Magdalene - when He was telling the parable of the lost sheep to a crowd of people near Capernaum, and the Magdalene was listening, hidden behind an embankment…)


« I did not say great words, neither did I touch any specific subject concerning her, a well known sinner. Because I did not wish to mortify her - compelling her to run away - to be ashamed, or to come to Me. I left her in peace… I let My word and My look descend into her, fermenting there: to turn the impulse of a moment into her glorious holy future. I spoke by means of one of the most gentle parables: a beam of light and kindness flashing just for her. And that evening - while I was setting foot in the house of the proud and rich Pharisee… I already knew that she would come, after weeping bitterly in her room of vice. And I knew that she had already decided on her future, in the light of her tears.


Both the flesh and the thoughts of the men were inflamed with lust when they saw her enter. Everybody looked at her lustfully, except the two "pure ones" present at the banquet: John and I. They all thought that she came because of one of her usual caprices - a true diabolic possession - which drove her to extemporaneous affairs. But Satan was already defeated. And when they all noticed that she did not look at them, they enviously thought that she had come for Me. Man always fouls even the purest things, when he is but flesh and blood. Only the pure have the right view - because there is no sin upsetting their thoughts…


Good people do not criticise. Never. They understand.


But - I would repeat - the criticism of the world is of no importance. What matters is the judgement of God. »

(Vol. 2, pp. 516-7)

----------


(A year later, after curing a man who was possessed by a demon, Jesus is asked by His apostles how could such a young man become possessed. He says:)


« …It was through the flesh that Satan entered man, and through the flesh he goes back into man. And he is happy if he can do so. He - one and sevenfold - enters with the proliferation of his legions of minor demons. »


And Judas asks: « You said that Mary of Magdala had seven demons. You said so, and they were certainly demons of lust. And yet You freed her very easily. »…

« So, according to you, My theory is wrong. No, My friend. That woman wanted, by that time, to be freed from her possession. She wanted. Will power is everything. »

(Vol. 4, p. 37)

12TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Peter’s Primacy, and Jesus foreshadows His Passion
[Lk. 9:18-24 – See Vol. 3, pp. 370-2, 387]

13TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Persecution, and commitment

[Lk. 9:51-62 - See Vol. 5, pp. 272-84, Vol. 2, pp. 191-3]
(A little while later, in the company of the man who had wanted to bury his father, Jesus says to Peter:)


« Go up the river as far as you can, and stop on the other side. » And while the two boats sail a short distance up the river, and then stop near the bank, Jesus sits down and asks the new disciple: « Who is left now at home? »


« My mother, and my eldest brother who has been married for five years. My sisters are in various parts of the region. My father was very good, and my mother mourns his death broken-heartedly. » The young man stops all of a sudden, stifling heartfelt sobs.


Jesus grabs his hand and says: « I experienced that sorrow Myself, and I saw My Mother weep. So I can understand… Now we are in sight of Korazim. » And Jesus stares at the new disciple, saying: « Much is given to those who give. And possessions do not deprive the gift of its merits. Take Me to the sepulchre of your family, and to your mother's house. » The young man kneels down, kissing Jesus' hand, and weeping.


« Get up. Let us go. My spirit has perceived your weeping. I want to fortify you in your heroism. »…


They stop first near the sepulchre and pray. After, through a still semi-bare vineyard, they go to Elias' house.

The meeting of the two brothers is a rather cold one. The elder brother feels offended, and wants people to notice it. The younger one feels guilty, from a human point of view, and does not react. But the arrival of their mother - who, without saying anything, prostrates herself and kisses the hem of Jesus' tunic - brightens the atmosphere and their spirits. And they want to honour the Master, but Jesus does not accept anything. He only says: « Let your hearts be just, one towards the other, as just was he whom you are mourning. Do not give a human sense to what is super-human: death, and the election to a mission. The soul of your just father was not upset, seeing that this son was not present at the burial of his body. But it rested quietly on the certainty of Elias' future. Do not let worldly thoughts disturb the grace of the election. If the world was surprised at not seeing him near his father's coffin, the angels exulted, seeing him beside the Messiah. Be just. And may that comfort you, mother. You brought him up wisely, and he has been called by Wisdom. I bless you all. Peace be with you, now and always. »


They go on the road which takes them back to the river, and from there to Bethsaida. Elias did not delay - even for one moment - on the threshold of his father's house. After kissing his mother goodbye, he follows the Master with the simplicity of a child who follows his real father.
(Vol. 2, pp. 198-200)
14TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Sending out the seventy-two disciples

 [Lk. 10:1-12, 17-20 – See Vol. 3, pp. 23-4,

Vol. 2, pp. 696, 693-6, 700; Vol. 3, pp. 26-8]
15TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

The good Samaritan

 [Lk. 10:25-37 – See Vol. 3, pp. 38-40]

 (Maria Valtorta comments on some of the qualities of Samaritans…)


…They are open and frank, without bigotry, and without the silly complications of other people. And they are hospitable. This remark makes me think of the parable of the good Samaritan… There is good and evil everywhere, and among all races - also among heretics, there may be righteous people - and there is also a real description of Samaritan behaviour towards those who are in need. The Samaritans may have stopped at the first five books of the Old Testament - and I hear them speak of those, and of nothing else - but they practise them (at least towards their neighbours), with more integrity than the others, who have their six hundred and thirteen precepts…  (Vol. 4, p. 436)
16TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Mary has chosen the better part

 [Lk. 10:38-42 - See Vol. 3, pp. 617-22]


(Jesus says:)
"Come, come, like the children yesterday.166 Come and lay your head on my knees. This is the posture of children, and of those expressing love. The one adopted by Mary, when redeemed,167 who drank, in Life, by listening to Me. Come and never be afraid. I am with you."
(Notebooks 1944, p. 152)

17TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

“The perfect prayer”

 [Lk. 11:1-13 – See Vol. 2, pp. 324-30]


(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


"…Remain in Me. Make the Father unable to distinguish between the branch and the vine, since the branch is so united to it. Make the Father unable to grasp where I end and you begin, since the likeness is so complete. Those who love, end up taking on the inflexions, phrases, and gestures of their beloved.


"I want you to be as many other Jesuses. And this is because I want you to receive what you ask for ‑ when fused to Me, you can ask only for good things ‑ and not have to experience rejection. And this is because I want you to receive even more than what you ask for, since the Father pours out his treasures upon the Son in a continuous flow of love. And whoever is in the Son enjoys this infinite outpouring, which is the love of God, who rejoices in his Word and circulates in Him...

"Ask and ask and ask. For everyone. For the good, that God may bless them. For the wicked, that God may convert them. Say with Me, 'Father, forgive them.'438 Ask for health, peace in the family, peace in the world, and peace for eternity. Ask for holiness. Yes, this, too. God is the Holy One and the Father. Along438 Luke 23:34.

 with the life maintaining you, ask Him for holiness through the Strength which comes from Him…"
(Notebooks 1944, pp. 371-2)
18TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Foolish storing of riches

[Lk. 12:13-21 – See Vol. 3. pp. 8-11]

19TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

The faithful servant; Using our gifts

[Lk. 12:32-48 – See Vol. 3. pp. 12-14]


(Azariah, Maria’s Guardian Angel, speaks of Paul, who says:)

"…God has shown you that, if it is a gift, also a yoke, and obliges one to practice continuous virtue so as not to become a condemnation. He has said: 'Of him to whom much is given, much is asked.' Yes, to be able to say, 'I did not know' is denied to you. In knowing, therefore, you must be perfect according to your strength, and you will realize that it constantly increases. For Wisdom fortifies the souls that receive it with humility…"
(The Book of Azariah, pp. 25-6)

----------


(Mary says:)


"…Every election brings with it duties, which are at once tremendous and sweet, and which become eternal rejoicing when the trial is over.

“The gift, on my part, of being the Mother of the Redeemer - that is, the Woman of Sorrow - had to correspond to the supreme gift of the sinless Conception. And the agony of Golgotha is the crown, set upon the glory of my Immaculate Conception.”  (Notebooks 1943, pp. 25-6)
----------


(And finally, Jesus challenges Maria Valtorta to think about souls who do not value their gifts…)

"They are baptized. But they are not united to Me, because they do not live. They are animal‑men, and not Men united to God through Grace. They are needy. And they should be pitied and helped to be saved.

"But you, on the other hand, will be judged severely, because you have received perfect religious instruction - directly from the Word of God: the Most Perfect One."

(Then Maria writes:)

I felt properly judged and worthy of hell. I already felt as if I were being enveloped by the infernal flames. I was tremendously frightened by these words.


But, after a pause in which He let me meditate… Jesus added, "I truly tell you that if you did not join a total love, like the love you have for Me, to your insufficiency, in comparison to the religious instruction I have given you, your stay in Purgatory would be very long. For you will be judged even for the slightest departures, according to Justice.


But Love will forgive you, because of your love, and according to my word. For I said, 'Those who have loved greatly will be forgiven for many sins.' And I say to you, 'You will be forgiven for your imperfections and insufficiency, because you love Me with your whole capacity for loving.' Go in peace, Maria. You are a victim of Justice, but it is Love that judges you. Do you understand? Love. The love of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. We are Love."

And I thus got over my fright.
(Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 433-4)

20TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Families will be divided

 [Lk. 12:49-53 – See Vol. 3. pp. 14-15)

21ST SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

The last shall be first

 [Lk. 13:22-30 – See Vol. 3. pp. 513-4]
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