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MISSIONS IN LIFE - From the Writings of Maria Valtorta

These passages are from The Poem of the Man-God; Notebooks 1945-50, and The Book of Azariah.


”For as in one body we have many members, but all the members have not the same office. So we being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members, one of another; and having different gifts, according to the grace that is given us…”  (Roms. 12:4-6)

“Now there are diversities of graces, but the same Spirit; and there are diversities of ministries, but the same Lord; and there are diversities of operations, but the same God, who worketh all in all... Yea, much more those that seem to be the more feeble members of the body, are more necessary…” (1Cor. 12:4-6, 22)

(Jesus says:)

« With regard to those who love Me, and practise the truth I teach… in their hearts and by means of their deeds they say: "Not I, He, the Father, He, the Son, He, the Spirit, have worked the good in me. Glory be to them, for ever". And from Heaven replies the eternal song of the Three Who love one another in their perfect Unity: "Eternal blessing to you, true son of Our will". John, remember those words when the time comes to write them… »

(The Poem,  Vol. 1, p. 626)
----------

« …Many are called but few are those, who, knowing how to persevere in their vocation, are chosen… »  (Vol. 2, p. 353)
----------

(Jesus is asked by His cousin-apostle, James of Alphaeus:)

« Why do You say that there is a difference in the missions with which You entrust those who follow You, and You say that we have to consider those missions as a gift of God? Should we not forgo them as well, because they are but crumbs compared to the Kingdom of Heaven » says Bartholomew.

« Not crumbs: they are means. They would be crumbs, or better still, they would be dirty straw, if they became man's aim in life. Those who busy themselves to obtain a position with a human profit, turn that position, even if it is a holy one, into dirty straw. You must instead accept it obediently, as a joyful duty and a complete holocaust, and you will turn it into a very rare pearl. A mission is a holocaust if fulfilled unreservedly, it is martyrdom and a glory. It drips tears, perspiration, blood, but forms a crown of eternal royalty. »  (Vol. 2, pp. 533-4)
----------

(Shortly afterwards, Jesus, alone with James, foreshadows a future destiny for him…)

« …It is a grave destiny, a heritage full of such responsibility as to cause even a hero to tremble. A responsibility and a mission to be fulfilled with all the holiness that is possible in man in order not to disappoint the will of God.

Be not afraid, James. I do not want your ruin. Therefore if I destine you to it, it means that I know that you will not receive any harm from it, but only supernatural joy…

My stay will come to an end in a way that is different from that of men, but it will still come to an end, and you will no longer have Me with you, except through My Spirit which, I can assure you, will never desert you. I will go after giving you what is necessary to enable My Doctrine to make progress in the world, after completing the Sacrifice and obtaining Grace for you. By means of that Grace and of the sapiential septiform Fire you will be able to do what you would now consider madness and presumption even to imagine...

[There] will be days when you will need strength, perseverance, patience and unlimited sagacity. You will have to be just with charity and with the pure simple faith of a child, but at the same time erudite as becoming a true master in order to support faith attacked in many hearts by so many enemies, and to confute the errors of false Christians and the doctrinaire quibbles of old Israel, which is blind now and will become even more blind after killing the Light and will twist the words of the prophets and even the instructions of the Father from Whom I come, to convince the world and itself, in order to give itself peace, that I was not the One of Whom patriarchs and prophets spoke. They will instead state that I was a poor man, a madman, a dreamer, according to the better ones, a possessed heretic according to the worse ones of old Israel.

I beg you then to be another Myself. No, it is not impossible! It is possible. You will have to bear in mind your Jesus, His actions, His words, His deeds. You will have to become molten in Me, as if you lay in the clay mould used by those who melt metals to shape them. I will always be present, so present and alive with you, My faithful ones, that you will be able to unite yourselves to Me and form another Me, if you only wish so…

Do not expect Gentiles to change their habits all of a sudden. You will not change yours with one blow either…

The Light will be given by God according to your situation, God will never let you be without Light, unless Grace is extinguished in you by sin… »  (Vol. 2, pp. 644-7)
----------


(Jesus re-assures Bartholomew, who was upset by the possibility that he should have been at a certain place at a certain time. He says:)

« No. Absolutely not. It was not necessary for you to be with your companions at that particular moment, whereas you were necessary, and you can see that yourself, at Bethsaida. Each man has his mission; every age has its work...  »  (Vol. 3, p. 310)
----------


(Jesus tells His apostles that it is a grave matter to be at His service…)

« I have come to be Way, Truth and Life. I give you the Truth through My teaching. I mark out the road, I point it out and level it for you through My sacrifice. But I give Life to you through My Death. And remember that whoever answers My call and follows Me to cooperate in the redemption of the world must be prepared to die to give Life to other people. Thus, whoever wants to follow Me must be prepared to deny himself, his old self with its passions, inclinations, customs, traditions and thoughts, and follow Me with his new self.

Let every man take his cross, as I will take Mine. He must take it even if it looks too defamatory to him. He must let the weight of his cross crush his human self to free his spiritual self, which the cross does not fill with horror, on the contrary it is a support and an object of veneration because the spirit knows and remembers. And let him follow Me with his cross. And at the end of his life will an ignominious death be waiting for him, as it is waiting for Me? It does not matter. He must not grieve over that, on the contrary let him rejoice, because the ignominy of the earth will change into a great glory in Heaven... »  (Vol. 3, pp. 390-1)
----------

 (Lazarus, Joseph of Aramithea and Nicodemus are expressing their concerns about some of the behaviours of Judas Iscariot, and Jesus says:)

« I solemnly tell you that it is easier for a boy, for a common believer to be saved, than it is for one elevated to a special task or mission. Generally the pride of their vocation overwhelms those who are called to a special destiny, and such pride opens the door to Satan and rejects God. It is easier for stars to fall, than it is for stones. The Cursed One strives to put stars out, and he insinuates himself crookedly to lever up the chosen ones and thus overturn them. If a thousand or ten thousand men fall into common errors, their ruin effects them only. But if one appointed to a special destiny falls and becomes the instrument of Satan instead of God's - his voice instead of "mine", his disciple instead of "mine" - then the ruin is much greater and may even bring about deep heresies, which injure countless souls. The good I give will bear much good if it falls on humble ground, which will remain humble. But if it falls on proud ground, or that which becomes proud because of the gift received, then the good turns into evil…

Judas was granted to be an apostle: one of the twelve apostles among the thousands of men in Israel. It was to be his sanctification. But what will it be?... My friends, man is the eternal Adam... Adam had everything. Everything except one thing. He wanted that one. And if man would only remain Adam! Very often he becomes Lucifer. He has everything except divinity. He wants that. He wants the supernatural [so as] to astonish, to be applauded, feared, known, celebrated... And in order to have something which God only can give gratuitously, he embraces Satan, who is the Monkey of God and gives simulated supernatural gifts... »  (Vol. 3, pp. 390-1)
----------

(Jesus speaks of two vital gifts that are given to us, to help us in our missions in life. He says:)

« A father of many children gave each of them, when they became adults, two coins of great value and said to them: "I no longer intend to work for each of you. You are now old enough to earn your living. So I am giving each of you the same amount of money, so that you may invest it as you please and to your own profit. I will remain here waiting, ready to advise you and also to assist you, if through misfortune you should lose all or part of the money that I am now giving you…

I have done my duty. It is for you now to do yours, as you are neither stupid, nor unprepared, nor illiterate. Go » and he dismissed them and remained alone, waiting, in his house.

His sons scattered through the world. They all had the same things: two valuable coins of which they could dispose freely, and a greater treasure of health, energy, knowledge and their father's examples…
After some time the father of the family sent servants wherever he knew that his sons were and said to the servants: "You will tell my sons to meet in my house. I want them to give me an account of what they have done during this time and I wish to ascertain myself what is their situation". And the servants went everywhere, they met the children of their master, they gave the message and each of them went back with the master's son whom they had met.

The father received them with great solemnity, as a father, but also as a judge. And all the relatives of the family were present with friends, acquaintances, servants, fellow-villagers and people from neighbouring villages. A solemn meeting. The father was on his seat of head of the family, and around him, in a semicircle there were all the relatives, friends, acquaintances, servants, fellow-villagers and people from the neighbourhood. In front of him, in a line, his sons. Even without being questioned, their different countenances expressed the truth. Those who had been active, honest, of good morals and had made a holy fortune looked prosperous, peaceful and well-off, like people who are wealthy, enjoy good health and a clear conscience. They looked at their father with a kind, grateful, humble but at the same time triumphant smile; they were shining with joy having honoured their father and family and because they had been good children, good citizens and faithful believers. Those who had squandered their assets in laziness or vices were mortified, low-spirited, haggard-faced and shabby, with the signs of orgies or starvation clearly visible. Those who had made a fortune by contemptible means had an aggressive hard countenance, with the cruel upset look of beasts which are afraid of the tamer and are prepared to react…

The father then says: “I gave each of you the same money, examples and wisdom. My sons have reacted in different manners… The perfect ones are already on my right hand side, equal to me in glory and in deeds; those who are repentant, like children to be educated, will come once again under my authority until they reach a degree of capability which will prove that they are adults again; the unrepentant and guilty ones will be driven out of my property and will be persecuted by the malediction of him who is no longer their father, because their hatred for me annuls our relationship of father and son. But I wish to remind you all that each son has been the author of his own fate, because I gave everybody the same things, which, however, have brought about different situations in those who received them and I cannot be accused of desiring their evil lot"… »
(Jesus then explains the relevance of this parable, for all of us…)

« The Father in Heaven is symbolised by the father of the large family. The two coins given by the father to each of his children before sending them into the world are: time and free will, that God grants to every man to be used as he wishes, after being taught and perfected by the Law and the examples of just people. Everyone receives the same gifts. But every man makes use of them as he wishes. Some treasure up time, means, education, wealth, everything, for a good purpose and remain holy and sound, the owners of increased riches. Some begin well, then become tired and lose everything. Some do nothing as they expect other people to do it. Some accuse the Father of their mistakes; some repent and are willing to make amends; some do not repent and they accuse and curse as if their ruin has been brought about by other people. And God grants rewards to the just at once; He grants mercy to those who repent and time to expiate, so that they may achieve a reward through repentance and expiation; and He gives malediction and punishment to those who trample on love through impenitence, the consequence of their sins. He gives every man what is due to him…»  (Vol. 4, pp. 64-8)
----------

(As the time draws closer to His Passion and Death, Jesus tells His apostles that they must be aware of the distressing times ahead for them also…) 
« …You must not be scandalised, neither now nor in the future, at your own weakness. In all future times there will always be people among the members of My Church, both lambs and shepherds, who will be inferior to the greatness of their mission. There will be periods when the idol shepherds and the idol believers are more numerous than the true shepherds and the true believers. Periods of eclipse of the spirit of faith of the world. But an eclipse is not the death of a star. It is only a temporary more or less partial obscuring of a star. Afterwards its beauty reappears and it looks brighter. The same will happen to My Fold. I say to you: "Ponder over it". I say so to you as your Master, Shepherd and Friend. I leave you completely free to discuss the matter among yourselves. I am going over there, to that thicket, to pray. One by one will come and tell Me what you have decided. And I will bless your sincere honesty, whatever it may be. And I will love you for what you have given Me so far. Goodbye. » He stands up and goes away…  (Vol. 5, pp. 93-4)
----------

(A little later, Peter asks Jesus why should there be suffering in the world  especially for little children. Jesus talks to him about the wonders of God’s creation in the universe, and then He says:)

« …But there is also man, the perfect creature, superior to all beings living in time and in the world, gifted with matter, like the animals, minerals and plants, and with spirit, like the angels of Heaven, and like them destined, if faithful in the trial, to know and possess God, through grace at first, and in Paradise later. Man, the synthesis comprising all natures, has a mission that no other creature has and that should be for him a joy, besides being his duty: to love God. To give God a cult of love intelligently and voluntarily, repaying God for the love that He gave man by granting him life and Heaven in addition to life. To give an intelligent cult.

Consider this, Simon. What benefit does God get from Creation? What profit? None. Creation does not make God greater, it does not sanctify Him, it does not make Him rich. He is infinite. He would have been such even if Creation had never existed. But God-Love wanted to have love. And He created to have love. God can get only love from Creation, and that love, which is intelligent and free only in angels and in men, is the glory of God, the joy of angels, the religion for men… »  (Vol. 5, pp. 124-5)
----------

(A little later still, Jesus, with Judas Iscariot and John, comes across a group of people looking after their bee-hives…)

Swarms of bees - they look like big bunches of strange grapes - are hanging from some branches and some men are taking them to put them into the new beehives. Farther away, untiring buzzing bees are going in and coming out of beehives already settled.

The men greet Jesus and a woman approaches Him with some lovely honeycombs which she offers Him…
« My bees have made much honey. It's a pleasure for me to offer it. But please bless the new swarms. Look, they are taking the last one. This year we had to double the beehives. »

Jesus goes towards the tiny towns of the bees and He blesses them one by one raising His hand amidst the humming of the workerbees that do not stop working.

« They are all merry and they are also all excited. A new house… » says a man.
« And a new wedding. They really look like women preparing a wedding feast » says another one.

« Yes, but the women do more talking than work. The bees, instead, work in silence and they work also on the days of wedding feasts. They work all the time to build their kingdom and their wealth » replies a third man.

And Jesus replies, « To be always working in virtue is lawful, nay, it is dutiful. To work always for the sake of gain, no, it is not. Only those can do it who do not know that they have a God Who is to be honoured on His day. To work in silence is a merit that everybody should learn of the bees. Because holy things are done holily in silence. Be like your bees in justice. Untiring and silent. God sees. God rewards. Peace be with you. »

And when He is alone with His two apostles He says: « To the workers of God in particular I propose the bees as their model. They deposit in the secrecy of the beehive the honey formed in their interiors through their unremitting work on wholesome corollas. Their fatigue does not even appear to be such, as they do it with so much good will, flying, like golden dots, from flower to flower, and then, laden with juice, going in to elaborate their honey in the privacy of their little cells. People ought to imitate them, choosing lessons, sound doctrines and friendships, capable of producing juices of true virtue, then living in isolation to elaborate, using what has been actively gathered, virtue, justice, which are like the honey extracted from many wholesome elements, of which one of the most important ones is good will, without which the juices collected here and there would be of no use. It is also necessary to meditate humbly, in the secrecy of one's heart, on the good we have seen and heard, without being envious if queen bees are near working bees, that is, if there is someone who is more just than he who meditates. Both queens and workers are necessary in the beehive. It would be a disaster if they were all queens or all workers. Both the former and the latter would die. Because the queens would have no food to procreate if there were no workers, and the workers would no longer exist if the queens did not procreate. And the queens are not to be envied. They have their work and their penitence. They see the sun but once, in their only one nuptial flight. Before it and after it, they are in perpetual seclusion within the amber-coloured walls of the beehive. Each one has its task, and each task is an appointment, and each appointment is an onus besides being an honour. And the working bees waste no time in vain or dangerous flights around diseased or poisonous flowers. They make no adventurous attempts. They do not fail to carry out their mission, they do not rebel against the purpose for which they were created. Oh! Admirable little beings! How much you teach men!… » Jesus becomes silent, lost in His meditation…  (Vol. 5, pp. 192-3)
----------

(Shortly before His Ascension into Heaven, Jesus is responding to His apostles’ concern that they and their followers may not measure up to the task in front of them, once Jesus leaves them. Jesus assures them that they will be assisted by the Holy Spirit, and then He says:)

« I remind you that at times God allows also His chosen ones to fall, not because He likes to see them fall, but because a greater future advantage may come from a fall. So offer your hands to those who fall, because you do not know whether that fall is the resolving crisis of an illness that dies for ever, leaving in the blood a purification that brings about health. In our case: that brings about holiness… »  (Vol. 5, p. 845)
----------

(Mary says:)

"…Every election brings with it duties which are at once tremendous and sweet and which become eternal rejoicing when the trial is over.
"The gift, on my part, of being the Mother of the Redeemer - that is, the Woman of Sorrow - had to correspond to the supreme gift of the sinless Conception. And the agony of Golgotha is the crown set upon the glory of my Immaculate Conception."  (Notebooks 1943, p. 556)
----------

(Jesus replies to Maria’s question as to whether it is appropriate for another person, gifted with a vital mission, to know Maria and her work. He says:)

"No, it is not at all necessary. The stars follow their way even if they do not know or meet each other. In-deed, it's a disaster if two stars meet in the sky! The two of you have different missions tending towards a single aim. You will meet in the Aim ‑ in Me. "  (Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 125, 128)
----------

(Jesus tells Maria that much is expected of her…)

"…You… will be judged severely because you have received perfect religious instruction directly from the Word of God: the Most Perfect One."

(And Maria writes:)

I felt properly judged and worthy of hell. I already felt as if I were being enveloped by the infernal flames. I was tremendously frightened by these words.

But, after a pause in which He let me meditate ‑ and I can assure everyone that I had never conducted such a severe and minute and contrite examination of conscience as I did this morning and had never annihilated myself so much on seeing myself as "mire, impurity, and unworthiness" as I did this morning ‑ Jesus added, "I truly tell you that if you did not join a total love, like the love you have for Me, to your insufficiency, in comparison to the religious instruction I have given you, your stay in Purgatory would be very long, for you will be judged even for the slightest nuances, according to Justice. But Love will forgive you because of your love and according to my word. For I said, 'Those who have loved greatly will be forgiven for many sins.' And I say to you, 'You will be forgiven for your veniality and in sufficiency because you love Me with your whole capacity for loving.' Go in peace, Maria. You are a victim of Justice, but it is Love that judges you. Do you understand? Love. The love of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. We: Love."

And I thus got over my fright.  (N’books 1945-50, pp. 433-4)
----------

(Maria comments on the importance of helping a soul live up to its mission…)

…A word sometimes suffices to lift up a fallen spirit, lead a straying person back onto the right path, and prevent the definitive suicide of a soul.

For this reason God, who sees and knows everything about men, with the means of his Infinite Charity reveals his thought and his desire to souls chosen by Him for this mission…  (Notebooks 1945-50, p. 620)
----------


(Azariah, Maria’s Guardian Angel, speaks of those with a special mission…)

"…You, 'voices,' extraordinary instruments, have to exercise certain acts of special honesty: that of not adding anything to the treasure, that of not squandering the treasure, that of acknowledging that it is not your work, but the Work of God.

"To remain always kneeling, with your arms outstretched to receive, to support the weight which is given to you and which you must hold upraised in a continuous offertory to the Most High, from whom it comes. Remember: what you receive should be offered to Him Who gives it to you…"  (The Book of Azariah, pp. 53-4)
----------


(As promised by Jesus before His Ascension into Heaven, a vital element of wisdom and strength was necessary for the apostles’ ministry. It was to come to them on Pentecost Sunday. Azariah says:)

"…The apostles deserved the Pentecostal Chrism because of their obedience and prayer in preparation for the event.

"Every soul, to deserve Love, must, with its own will, want Love and must maintain itself worthy of Love by obedience and unwearying prayer. If it did not do so, the descent of the Holy Spirit upon it would be in vain, for in descending He could not make his dwelling there and would swiftly ascend again to Heaven, leaving aridity, cold, darkness, and silence where there might have been fruitfulness, warmth, light, and divine lessons.

"But if this is for all the faithful, for the instruments it is even more so. The Apostles were changed from men into voices of God through the work of the Paraclete and their own preparation in obedience and prayer. Those called to a special mission ‑ and every call is a test; it is not yet a sure and immutable election ‑ are transformed into 'voices' by the work of Love and their own preparation in obedience and prayer. Don't ever give another name different from these two to the 'nothings' who become an instrument. It is their obedience, their speaking with God, their obeying the commands of God which makes them what they are…"  (The Book of Azariah, pp. 128-9)

(In the last paragraph of a little booklet, “Prayers of a Catholic Mother”, Cardinal John Henry Newman offers us a prayer to conclude this set of passages:)

"I Have My Mission"

God has created me to do Him some definite service.


He has committed some work to me which He has not committed to another.


I have my mission - I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next.


I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons.


He has not created me for naught. I shall do good. I shall do His work.


I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own place while not intending it - if I do but keep His commandments.


Therefore I will trust Him. Whatever, wherever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him; in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him; if I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. He may take away my friends. He may throw me among strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, hide my future from me - still He knows what He is about.
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