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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

SUPPLEMENT TO BULLETIN # 39

SOME PASSAGES FROM THE “SUNDAY GOSPELS” PROJECT
During the course of recording the Sunday Gospels for the liturgical years A, B and C, each gospel followed by Maria Valtorta’s writings on the same theme, a number of supplementary passages were included as “add-ons” to Maria’s primary accounts – not only from The Poem of the Man-God, but also from her Autobiography, her Notebooks 1943, 1944 and 1945-50, and The Book of Azariah (Maria’s Guardian Angel). Below is a selection of these “add-on” passages for the last four months of 2005, which offer added insights and understandings to the gospel readings.

4th SEPTEMBER – 23rd SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  (Resolving conflict)

 [Mt. 18:15-20  (For essential description: see Vol. 3, pp. 18-21)]

 (Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


"When our Enemy tries to bother you too much, say, 'Hail Mary, Mother of Jesus, I entrust myself to you'. The devil feels even more repugnance at the name of Mary than at my Name and my Cross. He tries to harm Me, in my faithful, in a thousand ways. But just the echo of the name of Mary sets him to flight. If the world were able to call Mary, it would be saved.

"To invoke our two Names together is therefore a powerful way to bring down and break all the weapons which Satan hurls against a heart that is mine. Alone, souls are all nonentities, weakness. But the soul in grace is no longer alone. She is with God... "
(Notebooks 1943, p. 87)
11th SEPTEMBER - 24th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (Forgiving another)

 [Mt. 18:21-35  (For essential description: see Vol. 3, pp. 21-23)
(Jesus is travelling to Jericho with four of His apostles, plus some other disciples. It is a mild, sunny day, and the apostles - in the absence of Judas Iscariot - are in a jovial mood. Simon Peter says:)


« It is so lovely, now that we are by ourselves without that... Curse my tongue! I have failed once again in my promise to the Master!... Master? Master? »


« What do you want, Simon? »


« I have spoken ill of Judas, and I had promised You that I would not do it any more. Forgive me. »


« Yes, I do. But try not to do it again. »


« I still have 489 times to be forgiven by You... »


« What are you talking about, brother? » asks Andrew who is obviously and utterly amazed.


And Peter, whose placid countenance is humorously bright… exclaims:


« Don't you remember that He said that we have to forgive seventy times seven. So I am still to be forgiven 489 times, and I must keep an accurate account... »


They all laugh; Jesus cannot help smiling either. But He replies: « You had better keep count of all the times you are capable of being good, you big boy. »


Peter approaches Jesus, and puts his right arm around Jesus’ waist, saying: « My dear Master! How happy I am to be with You without... Come on, admit it! You are happy, too... And You know what I mean… »


(And in this light-hearted manner, the group continues its journey.)
 (Vol. 3, pp. 61-2)
----------

 (While travelling through the night, some time later and in a more serious moment, Peter has reverted to expressing anger with Judas’ behaviour, and his brother Andrew, the peacemaker, begs him:)


« Oh! Don't let us think of evil things! The Master does not approve of that. And we have no proof that he did anything wrong. »


But Peter retorts: « You’re not going to tell me that he acts rightly in grieving the Master, in lacking in respect to Him, in causing ill feelings?… »


And Simon the Zealot says: « Be good, Simon! I can assure you that he is somewhat mad… »


« Well. He may be. But he sins against the kindness of our Lord. If he spat in my face, if he boxed my ears, I would put up with that and offer it to God for his redemption. I have taken it into my head to make every sacrifice. I bite my tongue, and I run my nails into the palms of my hands - when he plays the fool - in order to control myself. But I cannot forgive him for being bad to our Master. The sin he commits against Him: …I can’t forgive him… If it were only now and again! But he is always at it!  I can’t get over the anger boiling inside me about one of his quarrels. And then he makes a fresh scene! Once, twice, three times… There is a limit! » Peter is almost shouting, and is gesturing impetuously.


Jesus, Who is about ten metres ahead of them, a white shadow in the night, turns round, and He says:


« There is no limit to love and forgiveness. There is none. Neither in God, nor in the true children of God. As long as there is life, there is no limit.


The only obstacle to the bringing about of forgiveness and love is the impenitent resistance of the sinner. And if he repents, he is always to be forgiven, even if he sinned not once, twice or three times a day, but much more frequently. 


You also sin, you want to be forgiven by God, and you go to Him, saying: "I have sinned! Forgive me". Forgiveness is pleasant to you, and it is pleasant to God to forgive. You are not gods. Consequently, the offence given to you by people like yourselves is less grave than that given to God, Who is not like anybody else. Do you not think so? And yet God forgives.


Do likewise, yourselves. Be careful! Watch that your intolerance does not become detrimental to you, by causing God to be intolerant towards you. I have already told you, but I will repeat it once again. Be merciful, in order to have mercy…

In order to be able to say… "You have sinned against God and against your neighbour", it is necessary not to have sinned - or at least to have made amends for the sin. As servants of God Who forgives repentant souls: in order to be able to say to those who are dejected because they have sinned: "Have faith that God forgives those who repent", you must show so much mercy in forgiving…  Why, then, do you not want to console the Father and Me and help us to improve the poor brother who, believe Me, is not happy to be a poor brother?… »


Jesus is anxiously imploring on behalf of the apostle who is so full of faults… And He concludes: « I am the Great Beggar, and I ask you for the most valuable alms: I ask you to give Me souls. I go about looking for them, but you must help Me… Satisfy the hunger of My Heart, which seeks love, and only finds it in too few people. Because those who do not aim at perfection are like as many loaves of bread of which My spiritual hunger is deprived. Give souls to your Master Who is distressed at not being loved and understood… »


The apostles are moved… They would like to say so many things, but every word seems too mean… They press round the Master, each one wishing to caress Him, to make Him feel that they all love Him.


At last it is the meek Andrew who says: « Yes, Lord. With patience, silence and sacrifice, the powerful means of conversion, we will give You souls. Also that one… if God helps us… »


And another apostle says: « Yes, Lord. And You help us with Your prayer. »


Then Jesus replies: « Yes, friends. And in the meantime let us pray together for your companion who has gone away. "Our Father Who art in Heaven… »


Jesus' perfect voice repeats the words of the Our Father, pronouncing them distinctly and slowly. The others join with Him in a subdued tone. And while praying they move away in the night.
(Vol. 4, pp. 55-7)
----------

(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


"Whoever loves and forgives much, will be forgiven much. Much?, even all, if your forgiveness is absolute.

"Don't you think you need God's forgiveness? Yes. In truth I tell you that you all need to be forgiven seventy times seven, and that your God stands with forgiveness for you in his divine hands, waiting for you to deserve it by your mercy. For God wants your goodness.


"I tell you that I am the Father's Voice, and I speak in his name. I tell you that I am the one to whom all judgment is submitted by the Father.


"It is stated, 'There is more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner 105 She is addressing Father Migliorini.

106 As already mentioned in the dictations of April 23 and August 11.

who is converted - than over ten just persons who remain in the Lord'. But I tell you: that there will be threefold, tenfold rejoicing in heaven over one of my children who is able to forgive as I was able; such forgiveness brings God's blessing upon the earth. And only I know how much blessing you need, to avert the impending punishments."
(Notebooks 1943, pp. 196-7)
18th SEPTEMBER - 25th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
(Labourers in the Vineyard)

 [Mt. 20:1-16  (For essential description: see Vol. 3, pp. 287-8;  )]

(To a despondent Maria Valtorta, the apostle John says:)


"I will be the comfort, little sister.


Though not expressed literally, this notion is often found in the Bible, especially in Revelation.

"Yesterday morning you complained a bit to our Good Jesus. It seemed to you that He was placing you after… the victim saved at once, while you - who have been on the altar for years and were the first to pronounce the prayer given by the Master - never see your sacrifice being consummated.


"You are my sister, Maria. I was the first disciple of Jesus. I was the one who was more like Him than all the others. I made his words, his affections, and his desires my own. I had the same longing as He did: to die, in order to redeem. And I saw the others go to God before me. Even Paul, the apostle who was a latecomer, preceded me. And Stephen was the first to fall… But I remained.


"I experienced the pain of separation from the Master, the longing of expectation, persecutions, martyrdom, and exile. But I did not receive the swift consummation of the sacrifice. I, who was hungry for my Jesus, had to watch the years go by until the most advanced old age, before being able to reach Him.


"And what of it? Was my martyrdom of love and desire less of a martyrdom than that of the others? Or less fruitful? No, little sister. There are some who are received immediately, and others who 'must remain as long as He wants them to remain, for their task is to be God's voice for their brothers and sisters'.


"Sister in Christ's love, believe that your wait is Jesus' choosing. He leaves you because you are his little John, and you must preach love to your brothers and sisters with the words the Master gives you. It is the sweetest mission.


"Peace be with you always."
(Notebooks 1944, pp. 80-1)
9th OCTOBER - 28TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
(The Wedding Feast)

[[Mt. 22:1-14  (For essential description: see Vol. 2, pp. 350-3)]
(Following on from the parable of the wedding banquet, Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


"…In my Kingdom there is a place for all, and my joy is to have many of you enter. But woe to those who, chosen by Me through a vocation, neglect Me, preferring to devote themselves to other matters. And woe to those who, kindly received (though not deserving to be), and robed by my generosity in the grace which covers over and annuls their ugliness, take off the wedding garment, failing to show respect for Me and for my dwelling, where nothing unworthy must circulate. They will be expelled from the Kingdom, because they have trampled upon God's gift.

"Among sinners and converts, I sometimes see souls that are so beautiful and so grateful that I choose them to be my spouses, in place of others, previously called, who have rejected Me.


"You, Maria, were a poor thing, a beggar, hungry, agitated, and unclothed. After having tried to satisfy your hunger by yourself - to calm your anxiety, to cover your wretchedness, but without success - you approached my Dwelling. You understood that only in my Dwelling are peace and true refreshment to be found. And I received you, positioning you in the place of another who, called by Me, rejected grace. On seeing you grateful and willing, I chose you as my bride. The bride does not remain in the banquet hall. She penetrates into the spouse's room, and comes to know his secrets. But woe to you if good will and gratitude were to slumber. You must go on working: to please Me more and more…; to thank Me for having called you; and to work for the other, who rejected the mystical wedding, so that she will be converted and come back to Me. One day you will know who it is…"
(Notebooks 1943, pp. 118-9)

23rd OCTOBER – 30TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  (The Two Greatest Loves)

[Mt. 22:34-40  (For essential description: see Vol. 5, pp. 437-8)]
(In her Autobiography, Maria Valtorta writes:)


…When I read the scribe’s dialogue with the Master… I feel a boundless thrust descending into me. Yes, I have loved God with all my strength, with even more than my strength, for I have loved Him to the point of dying. I have loved my neighbour more than myself, for I pray and suffer for him, abandoning - to the goodness of God - concern about my eternal future, without accumulating selfish treasures for myself. I thus hear the divine, dear Voice saying to me, “You are not far from the Kingdom of God”…


Come, divine Beauty to which I cling, so as to suffer better and better. May the veils be removed which still conceal your Perfection from me, sweet Love. And after the cross, let the joy come, of being with You…
(Autobiography, p. 335)

30TH OCTOBER - 31ST SUNDAY OF ORDINARY 
TIME  (The Greatest and the Least)

[Mt. 23:1-12   (For essential description: see Vol. 5, pp. 445-7)]


(Reminiscing on matters in her past life which kept her “from getting proud”, Maria Valtorta writes:)


…My weaknesses have been of use to me in exercising charity towards so many other guilty, weak creatures. I cannot condemn them, because I am like them: weak and guilty…


Oh, it’s better, much better, to acknowledge what we are, perhaps exaggerate in underestimating ourselves; and from the back of the temple, sunken in the dust of which we too are formed, to cry out: our repentance to God, and the recognition of our faults.


If we, too, dare not raise our eyes, annihilated as we are… the Lord will be the one to descend from His throne, lift us up again, clasp us to His Heart, dry our tears, and wash away our filth. And holding us close to Himself, He will introduce us into His dwelling.


“He who humbles himself will be exalted”…


(Autobiography, pp. 402-3)

6TH NOVEMBER - 32ND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (The Ten Virgins)
[Mt. 25:1-13  (For essential description: see Vol. 2, pp. 344-8)]

(Jesus issues a challenge to those of us who are “lukewarm”:)


"…Do you want to deserve to hear yourselves being told, 'I do not know you', when you come into my presence? Do you want the words of the Apocalypse to be applied to you: 'I know your works, and that you have the name of being alive, but you are dead'?. Awaken and strengthen what remains and is about to die.... Remember what you have received ‑ being chosen by Me - the name which cancels out all ignominy: "bride of Christ." Remember what you have heard ‑ the flame of my love, which said to you, "Come", and observe it and do penance'. And also: 'Because you are lukewarm, neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of my mouth'


"Oh, in all truth I am at the door of your hearts, and I knock and say, 'Open to Me, O sister, O my bride!' "…  
(Notebooks 1945-50, p. 261)
13TH NOVEMBER - 33RD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (Servants and Talents)
[Mt. 25:14-30  (For essential description: see Vol. 3, pp. 37-8)]

(Jesus proposes a message for inactive souls - about His Justice.  But it is a message which He later softens by His Love.  He says:)


"…You have wanted not to believe, and have wanted to enjoy. You have enjoyed. You have already received, then, your joy of flesh without a soul. The Kingdom of eternity is forever closed to you.'


"How often I would have to thunder these words if I were Justice alone! But Love is greater than my Justice. The former is perfect, and so is the latter. But Love is my nature, and takes precedence over my other perfections. This is why I introduce the element of ‘time’ with the sinner, working in such a way that the blameworthy one does not perish altogether.


"I give you time. This is at once love and justice. What would you say if I struck you at the first mistake? You would say, 'Why, Lord! If You had given me time to reflect, I would have repented!' I leave you time. You are at fault one, two, ten, seventy times, and I could strike you. But I give you time. So that you cannot say to Me, 'You did not show kindness' "… 

(Notebooks 1944, p. 409)

----------

(It is the night before the Last Supper, and Jesus is about to go away from His apostles and pray. Just before He leaves, He says to Matthew:)


« My good reporter, you will repeat to them the parable of the ten wise virgins and the ten foolish ones, and that of the master who gives some talents to his three servants to make them bear interest... Do you remember? »


« Yes, my Lord, very well. »


« Repeat them then, because not everybody knows them. And also those who know them will be pleased to hear them again. You can while away the time, in wise conversation, until I come back.


Stay awake! Be vigilant! Keep your spirits awake… Goodbye. Peace be with you. »


He takes John by the hand and goes away with him towards the town… The others set out towards the Fields of the Galileans…
(Vol. 5, p. 469)

----------
(In the Book of Revelation, Chapter 4, verses 6 and 7, John writes of four creatures - understood now to be the four evangelists:)


“…And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures,  full of eyes in front and behind:  the first living creature like a lion,  the second living creature like an ox,  the third living creature with the face of a man,  and the fourth living creature like a flying eagle.”

----------

(Maria Valtorta speaks of Matthew the Gospel-writer:  “the man”…)


Matthew was matter, all matter, until Christ converted him and made him his own… Matthew, the man, was still a man - even after the conversion which made him, a sinful man, into a man of God.  He had been a man raised back up to the degree of a rational creature, destined for eternal life in Heaven.  But he was still a man - without Luke's culture, without John's supernatural knowledge, and without Mark's lion-like strength.


On the mystical ladder of the evangelists, Matthew may be placed on the first rung, Mark a quarter of the way up, Luke halfway up, and John at the top.


But remaining "a man" did him no harm; rather, it served to lead him higher in perfection. And it kept him humble and contrite over his past, just as his describing the Word made Flesh as "man" (more than as Teacher, Miracle Worker, and God), served - at that time and in the future centuries - to confirm, confess and assert the true Nature of Christ: who was the Word of the Father eternally; but who was really Man, becoming incarnate through a unique, divine miracle, in the womb of the Virgin, to be the Master and Redeemer forever and ever.

(Notebooks 1945-50, p. 618)

4TH DECEMBER - 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
(The Baptist, and Baptism)

[[Mk. 1:1-8  (For essential descriptions: see Vol. 1, pp. 242-3,

Vol. 3, pp. 256, 814-5, Vol. 5, p. 843)]
(Maria Valtorta writes some words about Mark:)


Mark is a lion… who loved to bring out the figure of the Divine Miracle Worker (more than that of the Messiah as a Man, as Matthew had done). And this was for the purpose of causing amazement and winning the pagans over through astonishment, as they were always seduced by what appeared to be wondrous.

(Notebooks 1945-50, p. 610)
18TH DECEMBER - 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
(The Annunciation)

[Lk. 1:26-38  (For essential descriptions: see Vol. 1, pp. 79-82)]

(Maria Valtorta writes about Luke:)


Luke was patient and strong as an ox, in persevering: with the full work of God for the salvation of humanity; and in investigation of the events leading up to the real apostolic activity of Christ and of his followers. This work of infinite love began with the Immaculate Conception of Mary, with the fullness of Grace granted to Her, and with continuous communion with her Lord... And making Her an altar and ark that was holier and more beloved than those in the Temple, He took up his repose in Her, and shone forth in the full splendour of his Glory…


The glory of the Lord always covered the Inviolate Virgin, the God‑Bearing Mother, whether She halted or moved by divine orders. Such orders led Her from Nazareth to the Temple; from the Temple to Nazareth as a Virgin Bride; from Nazareth to Hebron and Bethlehem as a Virgin Mother; from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, as a support in the prophecy of Simeon; from Bethlehem to Egypt… because She was the Mother of God; to Nazareth and then to Jerusalem, leading Her to the place where the Boy was with the Doctors; from Nazareth to one place or another where the Teacher‑Son was persecuted and afflicted; from Nazareth to Jerusalem and Golgotha to participate in the Redemption; and to the Mount of Olives, where the Son ascended to the Father…


Luke, unique and patient, consulted and also wrote what may be termed the introduction to the Gospel, which means "announcement", speaking to us of Our Lady of the Annunciation, without whom - and without whose absolute obedience - the Redemption would not have been carried out.


It is the property of an ox to ruminate on what was swallowed some time previously. Luke imitates the ox. Over many years, time had swallowed the preliminary episodes of the coming of the Messiah as such ‑ that is, as Master and Saviour‑Redeemer. Luke brings them back to light. He shows us the Virgin, a necessary instrument in order for us to have Jesus Christ, the God‑Man. He shows us the Most Humble Woman Full of Grace: the Most Obedient One in her "Let it be done to me according to your word"; and the Most Charitable One rushing with holy swiftness to her cousin Elizabeth to comfort and help her. Though She did not have any idea about it, She was to sanctify him who was to prepare the ways for the Lord Jesus, her Son.


She was the Most Pure, and always the physically, morally, and spiritually Inviolate One…
(Notebooks 1945-50, pp 610-1)
25TH DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS DAY

 [Jn. 1:1-18  (For essential descriptions: see Vol. 1, p. 379;

Vol. 2, pp. 559-64)]
(Maria Valtorta writes:)


…As God has no beginning, so the Word of God has no beginning. And yet He has a mysterious beginning, which is the one indicated by the inspired John at the start of his Gospel of Light: "In the beginning was the Word."… 

(Notebooks 1945-50, p. 569)
----------

(Many years after Jesus’ Resurrection, Mary realizes it is almost time for Her to leave the earth - and Her beloved John - and to be assumed into Heaven. She gives some last requests to John:)


« …Remember everything, the actions and the words of My Son. Remember His kind parables. Live them, that is, put them into practice. And write them: so that they may remain for future generations, to the end of time; and that they may always serve as a guide for men of good will, to achieve life and eternal glory.


You will certainly not be able to repeat all the bright words of the Eternal Word of Life and Truth. But write as many of them as you can. The Spirit of God descended upon Me so that I might give the Saviour to the world. And He descended also upon you... He will help you to remember: [when you write], and when you speak to the crowds, in order to convert them to the true God… »
(Vol. 5, p. 928)
----------

(Finally, Maria Valtorta writes:)


John, the fourth Evangelist, is the Eagle. High, powerful and solitary flight, and the ability to look fixedly at the sun, are proper to the eagle. In John the Evangelist, there is the nobility of the noble bird: powerful flight; and the capacity to gaze fixedly at the Divine Sun, Jesus - the Light of the world, the Light of Heaven, the Light of God, Infinite Splendour. It is the ability to rise up to supernatural heights, to which no other evangelist rose. And in this way, by rising up, [it is the ability] to be able to penetrate the mystery and truth and doctrine ‑ everything ‑ of the Man who was God…


The eagle does not sing more or less melodiously, as other birds do. But he casts forth a powerful cry, which is such an affirmation of power that it makes the hearts of men and of animals tremble. John does not sweetly sing the story of Christ, either. But he hurls forth his powerful cry to celebrate the Hero. And it is such a forceful cry - in asserting the Divinity and most luminous Wisdom of Christ - that it makes souls and hearts tremble from the first words of his introduction…


The first words of his Gospel canticle are praise of the Light. His last words in the Apocalypse are two cries…: "I am coming soon!" and "Come, Lord Jesus! " And these two cries - of the Beloved and of the Lover - disclose to us more than anything else what John meant to Jesus, and Jesus to John: Love…
(Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 615-7)
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