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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

SUPPLEMENT TO BULLETIN # 36

A SELECTION OF MARIA VALTORTA’S WRITINGS - RELATING TO THE SUNDAY GOSPELS
23RD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C)

MARIA VALTORTA’S GOSPEL DESCRIPTIONS

 [Lk. 14:25-33]
(Vol. 3. pp. 33-6;  Vol. 5, p. 445;  Notebooks 1943, p. 94;  Vol. 2, p. 699)


(Jesus and His disciples have come to the Temple in Jerusalem for the Feast of the Tabernacles. Many press around Him, and He asks them why…)

« Because we love You » some reply, and some say: « Your words are different from the words of the others », or: « To see Your miracles », or: « Because we have heard people talk about You », or: « Because You alone have words of eternal life, and deeds which match Your words. » Then finally, some say: « Because we want to join Your disciples. »

Jesus looks at the people while they speak, as if He wanted to pierce them with His eyes, and read their most hidden thoughts. And some of them - who cannot resist His glance - go away, or hide behind a column or behind people taller than they are.

Jesus resumes: « But do you know what it means, and what it is to follow Me? I am replying to those words only, because curiosity does not deserve a reply, and because those who hunger for My words obviously love Me and wish to join Me. So, those who have spoken form two groups: curious people whom I disregard, and volunteers to whom I wish to make known the severity of that vocation.

To follow Me as a disciple means renouncing all affections - for just one love: Mine. The selfish love for oneself; the guilty love for riches, sensuality or power; the honest love for one's wife; the holy love for one's father and mother; the deep love for and of children and brothers - all must yield to My love, if one wishes to be Mine. I tell you solemnly, that My disciples must be more free than birds flying in the sky, more free than winds blowing across the firmament, without anyone or anything holding them back. They must be free, with no heavy chains, with no ties of material love, without even the thin cobwebs of the slightest barrier.

The spirit is a delicate butterfly, enclosed in the heavy cocoon of the flesh. Even the iridescent imperceptible web of a spider - the spider of sensuality, of the lack of generosity in sacrifice - can slow down its flight, or stop it altogether. I want everything, unreservedly. The spirit needs such freedom and such generosity in giving, to be sure that it is not entangled in the cobwebs of affections, habits, considerations, fears, stretched out like as many threads by the monstrous spider which is Satan, the robber of souls.

If one wants to come to Me, and does not hate - in a holy manner: father, mother, wife, children, brothers and sisters, and one's very life - one cannot be My disciple. I said: "hate in a holy manner". Within your hearts you are saying: "Hatred, as He taught us, is never holy. So He is contradicting Himself". No. I am not contradicting Myself. I say that you must hate the heaviness of love, the sensual passion of love: for your father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and for your very life. On the contrary, I order you to love relatives and life with the light freedom of spirits. Love them in God, and for God, never postponing what God is to them, endeavouring and taking care to lead them where the disciple has already arrived, that is to God, the Truth…

In actual fact, the apparent hatred that I speak of - which consists in denying sensual satisfaction to one's life, in order to give a more and more intense life to the spirit - is love. It is love of the highest degree, and the most blessed: denying oneself base satisfactions; rejecting sensual affections; risking unfair reproaches, criticism and punishment; being rejected, cursed and perhaps persecuted. All that is a sequence of grief. But it is necessary to embrace such grief and take it upon yourselves. It will become like a cross, a scaffold, on which all past faults are absolved to be justified by God, from Whom you can obtain every true, mighty, holy grace - for those whom we love. He who does not carry his cross, and does not follow Me, cannot be My disciple.

Therefore, you who say: "We have come because we want to join Your disciples" must ponder on that, very carefully. It is not a shame, but it is wisdom to weigh and judge oneself, and admit - both to oneself and others - "I am not the stuff of which disciples are made". The heathens have - as a basis of one of their doctrines - the necessity of "knowing oneself". Could not you Israelites do that to gain Heaven?

Remember this, blessed are those who will come to Me. But rather than come to betray Me - and Him Who sent Me - it is better not to come at all, and remain children of the Law, as you have been so far. Woe betide those who - after saying: "I will come" - cause damage to the Christ by being the betrayers of the Christian idea, scandalising little ones and good people! Woe betide them! And yet, there will always be some of them!

You ought therefore to imitate him who wants to build a tower. First he carefully works out the necessary expenses, and counts his money, to ensure that he has enough to complete the work. Otherwise, after laying the foundation, he may have to stop building, through lack of money. In which case, he would lose what he had previously, and would be left without a tower and without talents. And over and above he would be scoffed at by people, saying: "He began to build but was not able to finish the job. He can now stuff his stomach with the ruins of his unfinished building".

Imitate the kings of the earth also, by letting the poor events of the world be useful for supernatural teaching. When they want to go to war with another king, they calmly and carefully examine everything - the pros and cons: they consider whether the benefit of the conquest is worth the lives of the subjects; they study whether it is possible to conquer the place, whether their forces, which are half those of their enemy, but more pugnacious, can win; and they rightly think that it is unlikely that ten thousand soldiers can beat twenty thousand. 


So, before clashing with the enemy, they send ambassadors with rich gifts for the other king By doing this: they soothe him, as his suspicions had already been aroused by the military movements of the other; they disarm him with some proof of friendship; they dispel his doubts and fears; and they make a treaty of peace with him, which is always more advantageous than a war, both from the human and the spiritual point of view.

That is what you must do, before beginning a new life, and fighting the world. To be My disciples implies going against the stormy and violent trend: of the world, of the flesh, and of Satan. And if you feel that you do not have the courage to renounce everything for My sake, do not come to Me, because you cannot be My disciples. »

----------

(Shortly before His Passion, Jesus is speaking to a large crowd of people at the Temple. He says:)


« …God Himself has given a principle of faith, when He defined Himself as the only God to Whom worship is to be given; and when He said that fathers and mothers are second only to God, and as such they are entitled to be obeyed more than a teacher who is not divine. 


Because if now I say to you: "Those who love their fathers and mothers more than they love Me are not suitable for the Kingdom of God", I do not say so to instil - into your minds - indifference towards your relatives, as you must respect and help them. Neither is it lawful to deprive them of assistance, saying: "It is money for the Temple", or deny them hospitality, saying: "My office forbids me", or to take their lives, saying: "I kill you because you love the Master". But I say so that you may love your relatives with just love - that is, with love that is patient and strong in its meekness - without hating a relative who sins and gives sorrow. Such a relative may not follow you on the way of Life - that is, on My way - with love that knows how to choose between My law and family selfishness and violence.


Love your relatives, obey them in everything that is holy. But be ready to die - not to kill, but I say to die - if they want to persuade you to betray the vocation given to you by God, to be citizens of the Kingdom of God, that I have come to establish… »

----------

(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


"It is true that I told you to be as wise as serpents, but not with human prudence. I also told you that to follow Me one must be bold, going against everyone. Against self-love; against power, when it persecutes you because you are my followers; and against a father, a mother, a wife, children, when, out of human affection and earthly concern, they want to keep you from following my Way. For one thing alone is necessary: to save one's soul, even by losing bodily life to obtain eternal life.”

----------

(Early in His public life, Jesus says to His apostles:)


« …The real enemies of man are men, as well as demons. And the enemies of the new man, of the Christian, will be his relatives at home - with their complaints, their threats, or their entreaties. But from now on, he who prefers his father and mother to Me, is not worthy of Me; and he who prefers his son or daughter to Me, is not worthy of Me. He who does not take his cross daily - complex as it is, made of resignation, renunciation, obedience, heroism, sorrow, illness, mourning, made of anything that reveals the will of God or a test for man - and he who does not follow with this cross in My footsteps, is not worthy of Me. Anyone who values earthly life more than the spiritual one, will lose true Life. Anyone who loses his earthly life for My sake, will find an eternal blissful one…»

SOME MORE SUNDAY GOSPEL “ADD-ONS”


(An examination of the above text demonstrates the process generally followed in selecting transcripts for the Sunday Gospel recordings. The first selection is Maria’s actual witnessing of each Gospel Passage. Then follow three “add-on” passages, which give added depth of understanding to the main text. Some wonderful passages have been re-discovered in this process. Here are just some of these extra gems - from Year A:)

4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

(Cure of the man born blind)


(Azariah, Maria’s Guardian Angel, gives some advice for would-be evangelists…)


"…To the deniers, the uncertain, or the denigrators of the miracle… you can make the luminous statement of the man born blind, to those who reproached him for having received his sight from a reprobate: 'I don't know if He is a sinner, but I know this alone: that I was blind and now I see.... Ever since the world began there has never been talk of someone's opening the eyes of a man born blind. If the one who healed me were not God, He could not have done it.'

"Yes, that's how you can reply to those insinuating doubts about the spokeswoman: 'We don't know what she is. We know only that she has healed our spirits. Ever since the world began, there has never been talk of the devil's having opened the eyes of one who was in sin to the Light of God. If the one who healed us were not an instrument of God, her pages would not have been able to convert us'…"  (Azariah, pp. 75-6)
15TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

 (The sower and the seed)


(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


"Maria, write the explanation of the parable of the sower once again. I will dictate it to you for a special group of persons whose error saddens Me. An error of imprudence in some; an error of pride in others; an error of rebelliousness in still others; and an error of scandal in the remaining group.


"The parable states that one part of the seed fell along the way and was eaten by birds. The second part fell upon stone and sank into roots, but it at once dried up because of a lack of moisture. The third part fell among brambles and died of suffocation. The fourth part, having fallen on good soil, brought forth fruit in different measures.


"The Word of God is the seed of eternal life. But the Word is beset by many dangers. I will leave aside these many dangers and speak of one thing alone, which I would say is as deadly - perhaps more so - as sin itself. And let no faint-hearted spirit become scandalized if I say that it is perhaps more deadly than sin. That's the truth.


"The sinner whose mind is not corroded by the acid of rationalism has a ninety percent chance of being able to receive the Word and find Life. The rationalist has only a ten percent chance, and even less, of keeping himself capable of salvation through the Word.


"Rationalism is worse than couch-grass. When its action is seen - at the moment when everything concerning the earth and men is made known - this heresy will be seen to have been the most destructive one, because it is the most subtle and penetrating of all. It is like a gas. You absorb it, and it kills you, but you don't see it. You sometimes don't even smell it, or, since this smell is pleasant, it is breathed in by you with pleasure. Rationalism is just like that.


"The major heresies have contained two good things: first of all, they were originated by a faith. As erroneous as it may seem to you, as worthy of condemnation as you may think, it was still a faith. They have therefore had their martyrs, their tears, and their struggles to assert themselves. And upright souls have - over the centuries - embellished them with lights of holiness, whose only disadvantage is: to have blossomed on a wicked tree not grafted onto Christ. The second good thing about heresies is the loud noise produced by them, whereby whoever did not want to belong to them knew how to act so as not to belong to them… They constituted a boundary beyond which one went knowingly.


"In rationalism this is lacking, and it penetrates unnoticed, even where it is thought that it cannot enter. But it enters… like a snake. It dresses in legitimate - indeed, admirable - clothing, and acts underneath it, but against it. It is a virus. When one notices it, it has already spread through one's blood, and it is hard to get free of it.


"The reaction of sin is violent under the ray of my Mercy. But the reaction of rationalism is nil. Like a burning glass, it makes the way to grace impassable, and rejects it. Indeed, it turns it into a harmful burning, and finishes by condemning itself.


"The rationalist makes the things of God serve his purpose. He does not make himself serve God's purpose. He bends, explains, and uses the Word in the light - the poor light - of his disturbed mind. And like a madman who no longer knows the value of things and words, he gives them the sort of meanings which can emerge only from one who is sterilized by the extremely crafty action of Satan.

"There are rationalists and rationalists.


"I will begin with the greatest. The 'supermen'. The deniers of God. They want to explain creation, miracles, and the divinity - according to their concepts filled with human pride.


"Where there is pride, God is not present. Be sure of this. Where there is pride, Faith is not present. Satan is there, and Satan is the most skilled juggler in seducing man, and in making the leaf of tinfoil - picked up in the mud - appear to be pure gold.


"These deniers of God… have slain the capacity to love. They are the giants of rationalism… They spend their lives devastating. They are worse than an avalanche or a hurricane, worse than dementia, worse than a fever. They kill wherever they arrive… They belong to the category of the 'spiritually Dead'. They are rebellious and scandalous.


"The second category are the humanly learned. These do not deny God, but over divine simplicity… - which even the humblest can grasp in the light of love - they set a whole thicket of human sophistication. They dress themselves in it like peacocks - with proud tails and a hundred eyes - and, like peacocks, they are beautiful only in appearance…


" They are unable to sing in the praises of the Lord. They lack the love: which is a sinew for the wing to fly towards God, and a string for the lyre to bless God. The Word descends upon them and sinks into their roots. But it later dies because they oppose and choke it under the useless leaves of their human knowledge.

"Do you know how they hear the Word? Like a person hearing someone speak in another language… They also resemble one who is hard of hearing while another speaks softly… They create Babel in themselves… and darkness for others.


"The third category involves those who have paved their hearts with the stones of the rationalism of others to make them less ignorant. They are the worshippers of human idols. They are unable to worship God with their whole self, but are able to remain ecstatic before a poor man who poses as a superman. With distrust, they close the door to the Divine Word, but they accept the explanations of one of their fellow men who is famous for being learned.

"It would be enough for them humbly to ask Grace to illuminate and instruct them… and Grace would make them see: how those explanations and those doctrines rest upon props whose base is corroded by woodworms and mold; and how those voices are jarring and in disagreement with those of God…


"The idols have pompous clothing, and promise deity to all. It is the voice of the Serpent: 'Eat this fruit, and you will be like God'. And in their ignorance they eat.


"There is one fruit that makes you like gods, O men. The one hanging from my Cross.


"There is one who says to your minds, 'Epheta'. The Christ.


"There is one who fertilizes the mystical soil of your hearts so that the seed will rise there. My Blood.


"There is one sun that warms the ear of grain of eternal life in you and makes it grow. Love.


"There is one science that, like a ploughshare, opens and tills your soil and makes it fit to receive the seed. My Science.


"There is one Master: I, the Christ. Come to Me if you want to be instructed in Truth.

"The fourth category is that of the imprudent. They are open ways over which everything passes. They do not surround themselves with a holy defence of faith and fidelity to their God. They receive the Word with great joy, and open themselves to receive it, but they also open themselves to receive any doctrine under the false pretext that one must be condescending. Yes. So condescending with one's brothers and sisters. Not to disdain anyone. But severe with the things of God. 


"Pray for one's brothers and sisters, instruct them, forgive them, and defend them against themselves with a true supernatural love, but do not to become accomplices of their errors. Remain as granite over against the crumbling of human doctrines.


"Nothing passes without leaving a trace… or a scar. Blessed are those who are only God's terrain, and remain so by persevering vigilance. Blessed are those who, as soft as sod which has just been dug up, do not have stones for their brothers and sisters, or rocks for the Word.


"Love makes them souls who worship the Word, and souls merciful towards those straying far from the Word. Love is their most beautiful defence, and no work of evil can harm their spirit, in which the Word of Life grows like a copious ear of grain. The more love is in them, the more He grows there, yielding fruit - sometimes thirty, sometimes fifty, and sometimes one hundredfold.


"For those who possess Him absolutely, the Word becomes their own word. For they are no more, but are one with God, their love."  (Notebooks 1943, pp. 565-9)
25th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

 (The labourers in the vineyard)


(To a despondent Maria Valtorta, the apostle John says:)


"I will be the comfort, little sister.


72 Though not expressed literally, this notion is often found in the Bible, especially in Revelation.

"Yesterday morning you complained a bit to our Good Jesus. 
It seemed to you that He was placing you after… the victim immolated at once, while you, that have been on the altar for years and were the first to pronounce the prayer given by the Master,74 never see your sacrifice being consummated.


"You are my sister, Maria. I was the first disciple of Jesus. I was the one who was more like Him than all the others. I made his words, his affections, and his desires my own. I had the same longing as He did: to die, in order to redeem. And I saw the others go to God before me. Even Paul, the apostle who was a latecomer, preceded me. And Stephen was the first to fall ‑ he was the one who came after the Master. And I remained.


"I experienced the pain of separation from the Master, the longing of expectation, persecutions, martyrdom, and exile. But not the swift consummation of the sacrifice. I, who was hungry for my Jesus, had to watch the years go by until the most advanced old age, before being able to reach Him.


"And what of it? Was my martyrdom of love and desire less of a martyrdom than that of the others? Or less fruitful? No, little sister. There are some who are received immediately, and others who 'must remain as long as He wants them to remain, '75for their task is to be God's voice for their brothers and sisters.


"Sister in Christ's love, believe that your wait is Jesus' choosing. He leaves you because you are his little John,76 and you must preach love to your brothers and sisters with the words the Master gives you. It is the sweetest mission.


"Peace be with you always." (Notebooks 1944, pp. 80-1)
28TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

(The wedding feast)


(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)

"…Among sinners and converts, I sometimes see souls that are so beautiful and so grateful that I chose them to be my spouses, in place of others, previously called, who have rejected Me.


"You, Maria, were a poor thing, a beggar, hungry, agitated, and unclothed. After having tried to satisfy your hunger by yourself - to calm your anxiety, to cover your wretchedness, but without success - you approached my Dwelling. You understood that only in my Dwelling are peace and true refreshment to be found. And I received you, positioning you in the place of another who, called by Me, rejected grace. On seeing you grateful and willing, I chose you as my bride. The bride does not remain in the banquet hall. She penetrates into the spouse's room, and comes to know his secrets. But woe to you if good will and gratitude were to slumber. You must go on working: to please Me more and more…; to thank Me for having called you; and to work for the other, who rejected the mystical wedding, so that she will be converted and come back to Me. One day you will know who it is…"


(Notebooks 1943, pp. 119)
LIMBO, A FORGOTTEN DOCTRINE


(The passage below, from The Poem Vol. 4, pp. 167-8, was sent in by Patrick Owens, from Calgary AB, Canada.)


(Jesus is speaking to His apostles about the basic equality of all souls…)


« After the end of the world no other virtue will survive except Charity, that is, the Union of all the creatures who lived in justice, with the Creator. There will not be several Heavens: one for Israel, one for Christians, one for Catholics, one for Gentiles, one for heathens. There will be one Heaven only. And likewise there will be one reward only: God, the Creator, Who rejoins His creatures who lived according to justice, and in whom, because of the beauty of the souls and bodies of saints, He will admire Himself with the joy of Father and of God. There will be one Lord only. Not one Lord for Israel, one for Catholicism, one for each of the other religions.


I will now reveal a great truth to you. Remember it. Hand it down to your successors. Do not always wait for the Holy Spirit to clarify the truth after years or centuries of darkness. Listen. You may say: "Then, what justice is there in belonging to the holy religion, if at the end of the world we shall be treated exactly as the Gentiles?". I reply to you: the same justice which there is and it is true justice - for those who, although they belong to the holy religion, will not be beatified, because they did not lead a holy life. A virtuous heathen, only because he lived according to choice virtue, convinced that his religion was good, will have Heaven at the end. When? At the end of the world, when of the four abodes of the dead, two only will remain: that is, Paradise and Hell. Because Justice, at that time, will only be able to keep and give the two eternal kingdoms to those, who from the tree of free will, chose good fruits or wanted wicked ones.


But what a long expectation before a virtuous heathen achieves that reward!… Do You not think so? And that expectation, particularly from the moment when Redemption will have taken place with all its consequent wonders and the Gospel will have been preached all over the world, will be the purgation of the souls which lived with justice in other religions, but were not able to enter the true Faith, after they became acquainted with its existence and the proof of its reality. Their abode will be Limbo for centuries and centuries, until the end of the world.


The believers in the true God, who were not heroically holy, will have a long Purgatory, which may last until the end of the world for some of them. But after expiating and waiting, the good, irrespective of their provenance, will all sit at the right hand of God; the wicked, whichever their provenance may be, at the left hand and then in the dreadful Hell, while the Saviour will enter the eternal Kingdom with all the good souls. »
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