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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

SUPPLEMENT TO BULLETIN # 33

THE PASSION, THE PAIN, AND THE PARACLETE
"THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST"


(Patrick Owens, from Calgary in Canada, sends a special update on Mel Gibson’s movie, from Jody Dean - a TV anchor person on Channel 11-CBS.) 


…I thought I'd give you my reaction after seeing it last night. The screening was on the first night of a weekend-long seminar for young people at Prestonwood Baptist Church in Plano. There were about 2,000 people there.... I reckon the film is about two hours in length. Frankly, I lost complete track of time - so I can't be sure.


I want you to know that I started in broadcasting when I was 13-years-old. I've been in the business of writing, performing, production and broadcasting for a long time. I've been a part of movies, radio, television, stage and other productions - so I know how things are done. I know about soundtracks and special effects and make-up and screenplays. I think I've seen just about every kind of movie or TV show ever made - from extremely inspirational to extremely gory. I read a lot, too - and have covered stories and scenes that still make me wince. I also have a vivid imagination, and have the ability to picture things as they must have happened - or to anticipate things as they will be portrayed. I've also seen an enormous amount of footage from Gibson's film, so I thought I knew what was coming. But there is nothing in my existence - nothing I could have read, seen, heard, thought or known - that could have prepared me for what I saw on screen last night. There isn't even the sense that one has just watched a movie. What it is, is an experience - on a level of primary emotion that is scarcely comprehensible. Every shred of human preconception or predisposition is utterly stripped away. No one will eat popcorn during this film. Some may not eat for days after they've seen it. Quite honestly, it hits that hard!


I can see why some people are worried about how the film portrays the Jews. They should be worried. No, it's not anti-Semitic. What it is, is entirely shattering. There are no "winners." No one comes off looking "good" - except Jesus. Even His own mother hesitates. As depicted, the Jewish leaders of Jesus' day merely do what any of us would have done - and still do. They protected their perceived "place" - their sense of safety and security, and the satisfaction of their own "rightness," But everyone falters. Caiphus judges. Peter denies. Judas betrays. Simon the Cyrene balks. Mark runs away. Pilate equivocates. The crowd mocks. The soldiers laugh. Longinus still stabs with his pilus. The centurion still carries out his orders. And as Jesus fixes them all with a glance, they still turn away. The Jews, the Romans, Jesus' friends - they all fall. Everyone, except the Principal Figure… The idea that anyone could or would have gone through such punishment is unthinkable - but this Man was completely innocent, completely holy - and paying the price for others. He screams as He is laid upon the cross, "Father, they don't know. They don't know..."


What you've heard about how audiences have reacted is true. There was no sound after the film's conclusion. No noise at all. No one got up. No one moved. The only sound one could hear was sobbing…


At every step of the way, Satan is there at Jesus' side - imploring Him to quit, reasoning with Him to give up, and seducing Him to surrender… But He couldn't do that. He wouldn't do that. He didn't do that. He doesn't do that…


There is no place to hide. The truth is this: Is it just a "movie?" In a way, yes. But it goes far beyond that, in a fashion I've never felt - in any forum. We may think we "know." We know nothing. We've gone 2,000 years - used to the idea of a pleasant story, and a sanitized Christ. We expect the ending, because we've heard it so many times. God forgive us. This film tears that all away. It's as close as any of us will ever get to knowing, until we fully know. Paul understood. "Be urgent, in and out of season." Luke wrote that Jesus reveals Himself in the breaking of the bread. Exactly. "The Passion Of The Christ" shows that bread being broken. 


Go see this movie.

-------------


(This is an earlier message from Patrick:)


You’ve heard of Mel Gibson's movie, THE PASSION OF CHRIST? I regret that someone did not give him the Valtorta account of the Passion. It would be more realistic. On the other hand it is well no one did. It would be another stone to throw at him now that the attacks have begun on his movie soon to be released. They would say that he used a revelation "condemned by the church" and so on. This of course brings us back to the old snag that is hampering the free spread of Valtorta in North America and worldwide… A cloud of unknowing hangs over this divine revelation, and no one is working to lift it.  Do you have any ideas, David, how to clear the air for the public regarding the authenticity of Maria Valtorta. We are hampered and handicapped until then…

-----------------


(For what it’s worth, this is my reply to Patrick:)


Yes, it can get complicated - ANYTHING anyone says can reinforce the prejudices in those whose minds are made up.


A trailer of Mel Gibson’s film is now showing in Australian movie houses. I’m looking forward to seeing it soon (it opens here in Melbourne on 26th February - the anniversary of Pope Pius XII’s famous pronouncement on The Poem). Like you say - it’s probably better coming from Catherine Emmerich’s book at this time, even though there could be some questions about that book’s “authenticity”. Gosh, if the “church” is pushed into making a statement about THAT book, this could cloud the issue even more for the doubting Thomases - and provide more ammunition for the attackers. I keep reminding myself of the items on “Debating” (see Index in the latest Pilgrim’s Guide), and back off when I see that anything I say will only add fuel to the fire. In these circumstances, [any statement I make] is more about the effect of Maria’s writings on me (of which I am an authority) - rather than about what I want others to believe. That’s what I said to a certain well-known antagonist in the U.S. last March - to whom I gave a copy of the Pilgrim’s Guide, but have had no reply since then.


Nonetheless, all this has to be put into the Hands of the Holy Spirit - Who will give many graces to those whose minds are open to the message of the Passion - as distinct from any details which the film may portray. The more I worry about what others are saying, the less I hope. As somebody once said - “hope is the passion for the possible”. Let’s pray to the Holy Spirit for the wisdom to know what He wants any of us to do, and what to say, to whom, and when, in this matter.

-----------------


(On the same subject, Vi Stephens from Grand Junction CO, USA, writes:)


Please help me resolve in my mind the discrepancies from the three mystics:  A.K. Emmerich, Mary Agreda and Maria Valtorta.  There are some key contradictions. Please give me some advice.  I do have some confusion and I don't want to fool myself.
----------


(This is part of my reply to Vi:)


…Suffice to say that Catherine Emmerich had an “intermediary” [named Brentano] who wrote up what was later published as her visions and dictations. Maria had a copy of that book, and noted some substantial departures from what she had seen. Jesus was very emphatic that what Maria saw and heard was not to be doctored in any way - as happened with Emmerich (and also happened with Mary of Agreda - see Notebooks 1944, pp. 570-1). [However], if this was to be made known, I believe it would cloud the whole situation with Mel Gibson’s film, would pour gasoline on any controversies, and obscure the benefits which (I hope) will ensue for many who see the film.


It might be prudent to leave it at that - for the present.

A DART TEST...


(Lorraine Twentyman, from Altona in Victoria, sent this story…)


A young lady named Sally relates an experience she had in a seminary class, given by her teacher, Dr. Smith. She says that Dr. Smith was known for his elaborate object lessons.


One particular day, Sally walked into the seminary and knew they were in for a fun day. On the wall was a big target, and on a nearby table were many darts. Dr. Smith told the students to draw a picture of someone that they disliked, or someone who had made them angry, and he would allow them to throw darts at the person's picture.


Sally's friend drew a picture of someone who had stolen her boyfriend. Another friend drew a picture of his little brother. Sally drew a picture of a former friend, putting a great deal of detail into her drawing, even drawing pimples on the face. Sally was pleased with the overall effect she had achieved.


The class lined up and began throwing darts. Some of the students threw their darts with such force that their targets were ripping apart. Sally looked forward to her turn, and was filled with disappointment when Dr. Smith, because of time limits, asked the students to return to their seats. As Sally sat thinking about how angry she was because she didn't have a chance to throw any darts at her target, Dr. Smith began removing the target from the wall.


Underneath the target was a picture of Jesus. A hush fell over the room as each student viewed the mangled picture of Jesus. Holes and jagged marks covered His face, and His eyes were pierced.


Dr. Smith said only these words: "In as much as ye have done it unto the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto Me." (Matthew 25:40).


No other words were necessary; tears filled eyes of the students focused only on the picture of Christ.

THE HOLY SPIRIT ON ROMANS 7:14-25


[Below are some brief extracts from a translation (see http://www.bardstown.com/~brchrys ) by Bro. Chrys. Castel - with his permission.  The full translation has been published in a new 40-page booklet - see Bulletin, page 1.)

— Introductory  Note —

No earnest Christian could fail to identify with the poignant, well-known lament of St. Paul in his Letter to the Romans: 


I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do... [7:18-19] 


St. Paul articulates in this dilemma a universal experience of man, especially for the Christian earnestly trying to follow Christ. The dilemma stems directly from the ancient Fall of our First Parents, with its disastrous results for the spiritual part of man's nature: his will has been enfeebled and his intellect darkened. Thus he often finds, like St. Paul, that he "can will what is right, but cannot do it." 


The Letter to the Romans has spilled the ink of many biblical scholars and authors down the ages, in their efforts to explain its profound theology. But it is probably safe to say that never before has the principle Author of Scripture Himself, the Holy Spirit, deigned to offer His Own explanation of this great Letter from Christian Tradition. Today, however, we are privileged to have the great mystic Maria Valtorta's Lezioni Sull'Epistola Di Paolo Ai Romani1 ["Lessons on the Epistle of Paul to the Romans"]. In this work  Valtorta recorded  direct Dictations given her in the form of locutions by the Holy Spirit explaining St. Paul's Letter to the Romans…


 It is hoped that this presentation of a large segment of Valtorta's Lezioni Sull'Epistola Di Paolo Ai Romani, will enable the Christian, and especially Valtorta readers, to enter more deeply into the Divine view of our salvation history, and will evoke a deeper understanding of, and relationship with, Love Himself:  The Holy Spirit.

· Translator


We know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold under sin.   I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.  Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good.  So then it is no longer I that do it, but sin which dwells within me.  For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it.  For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do.  Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin which dwells within me.


So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand.   For I delight in the law of God, in my inmost self,   but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin which dwells in my members.   Wretched man that I am!  Who will deliver me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I of myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. [Rom 7:14-25]

 [Valtorta: "Says the Sweet Guest":] 


The Holy Spirit : 

On Judging


From [Rm. 7] verses 14 to 25, there is a lesson that should always be repeated by spiritual masters to themselves, and to pharisaic souls who see the speck in the eye of their brothers and harshly censor it. But they see not the beam of anti-charity  in theirs, that crushes their spirit under the weight of egoism and pride [Mt. 7:1-5; Lk 6:37-42]. It should also be repeated to the poor souls who have sinned and who weep, fearing the Lord, Judge of their feebleness. Oh! they are less guilty than those pharisaic ones, even if such souls are guilty and pained over it because they recognize its existence (and humility and repentance are already an absolution). 


For these twelve verses are a rule for judging men, and a measure in judging what will be God's judgment toward repentant sinners...


But no one was without imperfections. Not even John himself, the seraph among the Master's disciples. Easily moved to anger—like his brother [James]—he merited the name "son of thunder" [Mk 3:17] from Him Who loved him… Perfect in the love of the Master, he became an apostle of charity, by contemplating the meekness, the charity, the mercy of the Divine Martyr, from dawn to sunset of that paschal Friday. And he put aside for always the habit of anger before the nakedness of the Most Holy King of kings, Who stripped Himself even of His divine immortality, to know death and to save man…


Discussions presuppose one's own judgment and criticism of the order or action of another. To judge is a difficult thing, and rarely is the judgment just; but it is never so when it judges a divine order to be useless, in error, or unjust…

Creation and the “Clouds” of Evolution


…On the sixth day, therefore, man was created, complete, perfect in all his material and spiritual parts, made according to the Thought of God, according to the order (the end) for which he had been created: to love and serve his Lord during his human life, to know Him in His Truth, and hence to enjoy Him, forever, in the next life. 


Only one man was created: that one from whom all Humanity was to come. And, first of all, the Woman companion: of Man and for Man, with whom he would have populated the Earth, ruling over all other lower creatures. Only one man was created: he who, like a father, would have transmitted to his descendants all that he had received: life, senses,4 material faculties, as well as immunity from all suffering, reason, intellect, science, integrity, immortality, and finally the gift of gifts: Grace. 


The thesis of man's origin, according to the theory of evolution, relies on conformity of the skeleton and on the diversity of skin color and appearance to support its erroneous assertion. This is not a thesis against the truth of man's origin—a creature created by God—but in favor of it. Because what reveals the existence of a Creator is just [that]: the diversity of colors, of structures, of the species of creatures—willed by Him, the Almighty. And if this is valid for the lower creatures, still more is it valid for the man-creature. He is a man created by God even if—through circumstances of climate and life, or even from corruption—for which came the flood. And then, much later, in the prescriptions of Sinai and the Mosaic curses, came such a severe commandment and chastisement [Lv 18:23 & Dt. 27:21]. Still, He is created by God, even if for these reasons he shows a different appearance and color from race to race. 


It is also a proven fact, ratified and confirmed by continual proofs, that a strong impression can act in such a way on a conceiving mother as to make her bring to light a little monster who repeats, in his appearance, the object that troubled the mother. It is also a proven fact that the long cohabitation among peoples of different Aryan races produces, by a natural mimicry, a more or less accentuated transformation of Aryan facial features in the features of non-Aryan peoples. It is also proven that special conditions of environment and climate influence the development of one's limbs and skin color. 


Therefore the clouds, upon which the evolutionists would like to set the edifice of their presumption, do not support it, but rather favor its collapse. 


In the Flood, the corrupted branches of humanity, groping in the darkness resulting from the Fall, perished. Into that darkness there still arrived—and only through a few just men as through heavy clouds—a single ray from the lost star: the remembrance of God and of His promise. 


Therefore, with the monsters destroyed, Humanity was preserved and multiplied anew from the stock of Noah, who was judged to be just by God. Humanity was thus given back the pristine nature of the first man. Always made of matter and of spirit, it remained such, even after the Sin had stripped humanity's spirit of divine Grace, and of its innocence…


God animated man with a spiritual soul which is immortal, which survives beyond the death of the body. It will re-animate the body, beyond death, at the sound of the trumpet of the Final Judgment, and of the Triumph of the Incarnate Word, Jesus Christ. Because man's two natures, which lived together on the Earth, will live together enjoying or suffering—according to what they merited together—for eternity…


But follow Me. My word is luminous and simple, because I am God. And God, Infinite Wisdom, knows how to adapt Himself to the ignorance and relativity of His little ones. For I love the little ones, provided they are humble. And I say to them: "Whoever is little, let him come to Me, and I will teach him Wisdom" [cf. Prv. 9:4-6]…

Original Sin - and its Outcomes


…The consequences of Original Sin have been repaired by Christ, as far as Grace goes. But the weakness from the injury to that original perfection remains. And this weakness is formed of urges or incitements, like infecting germs that remain latent in man, but always ready to become powerful and overcome the creature. Even in the holiest saints, they are there. And holiness is fundamentally nothing else but a fruit: of the struggle which the soul and the reason of the just man sustain; and of the continual victory they bring back—through and over the assaults of these urges, these incitements—in order that he remain faithful to Love…


God does not violate the man's free will.  However, man does violate the rights of God. Neither before nor after the Sin, did God violate man's freedom of action. He subjected him to a test. Being God, He was not unaware that man would not have passed it. But it was just that He should have subjected man to this test in order to confirm him in grace; as for the same purpose He had subjected the angels to a test, and confirmed in grace those among them who had passed the test. And while subjecting man to the test, He left him free to act concerning it…


Besides the immediate and personal condemnation, and its immediate personal consequences, the sin of Adam, and the condemnation provoked by it, have had consequences which will last until the end of time, weighing upon Humanity. As the founder of the human family, Adam has transmitted his infirmity into his descendants. 


It happens no differently when a man with a hereditary defect procreates children. With more or less virulence, the poisons of his sickness are in his offspring, and in their offspring. And if, with suitable medicine, the inherited sickness can be changed from a virulent and fatal one into a more benign form, yet never will those children, or their children, be healthy like those issuing from healthy blood…

A Holy Separation


…For man, Divine Love has the inviting gesture of two arms and a bosom, which open up and offer themselves for the embrace that gives bliss. Human love gives man wings, so that he can forget the Earth and hurl himself toward Heaven, toward God Who calls him. But a law of justice establishes that the total encounter, the fusion, is had only after the trial, which confirms in grace. 


For this, the more man climbs in his attempt and desire to reach God, the more God flees, and withdraws into His endless abyss. He does this not out of cruelty, but to keep active man's strength and will to reach Him, and thus to increase the human capacity to receive Grace fruitfully and to be heaped with It: that is, again, with God Himself. For truly, man is much more suited to receive and possess God and His Most Holy Grace, the more he moves actively, untiringly, intensely, toward God…

In Every Creature…


…The Gospel of St. Luke says: "Many sins have been forgiven her because [therefore]2 she has loved much" [Lk 7:47]. But what brought the sinful woman to the redemption of loving—much—Him Who is Holy, if not the Redeemer's much love for her? In every man is an Adam, I said. And I add: "In every creature is a Mary of Magdala". And what saves the sinful soul many times is God's infinite love for her…

Conscience - A Divine Impulse


…The inner voice of my conscience directs itself toward my spiritual nature with the very voice of God. For the voice of conscience is God, recalling His creation from drawing away from the Law, or trampling on It. It is that voice which speaks in my depths, saying to me: 'Do this,' or: 'Do not do that'…


My conscience as man, and my reason which distinguishes me from the brute beast, tell me the law is good. [I know these faculties] were given to me by God to make me capable of understanding, reflecting, choosing and wanting what is good. [And] God Himself—Who is the eternal Mover of all His creatures—moves the divine impulse within me. He is the Immense, Who communicates to me His own Immensity as He does to every divinized man called to great things—so that I, His adopted son,  may be capable of accomplishing great works, in which there is a likeness of His supreme greatness and His most perfect works. [And I know that] the first and greatest work of all, [for me], is that of tending toward Him with all my love, because He is the only true Good. Yet [despite all of this] I do not succeed in accomplishing the good that I want; rather I yield to the evil that ferments more strongly in me than the good “ [Rm 7:19]. 

Union with God


…To love God: God draws near to man, and man to God. To love is more inviting than to fear [cf. 1 Jn 4:18]. And it is a stairway to ascend to adoration. 


Man cannot suddenly reach the summit of adoration. The infinite greatness itself of God keeps him for doing that. And together with the fear of God—common to the ancient Hebrews, and to the miseries his nature—it forms the fetters that keep him far from God. But with its heat, love loosens those fetters, and puts its wings of fire on the soul. And the soul can rise, rise up always further, according as it always launches itself further without thinking of what it leaves behind—miseries, poor honors, limitations, fleeting riches and affections—but thinking only of what it reaches and conquers: God, and Heaven. No act of formal worship unites you to God as much as the spontaneous and continuous act of love. 


The fruit of union with God is wisdom. And wisdom leads to the exercise of justice in all things. 


Man united to God is active and joyous. From the joy which comes to him from God's pleasure for his actions—as a man loving God—he finds the impulse to an always greater activity in good. For union with God gives one the deepest peace—it never gives an inert peace. 


There is no inertia in God, who is eternally at work. There is no inertia in the man joined to God by love. He loves God actively. And he is actively loved by Him. And this double activity produces an overflow, a radiation of loving fires upon creatures. For such a man to give relief to his own love, it is not enough to contain, in himself, that infinite Love which pours Itself out in him as if he were a basin, worthy and desirous of welcoming It. Nor is it even enough for such a man, once entered into the burning whirlpool of divine Love, to love only his Creator. For in contemplating his Creator, the eyes of his spirit and the spirit of his soul see all creatures, as well, in the Creator. He therefore feels himself moved to love them all in a holy manner, since they are the works of his most beloved Love. 


Here is the love of neighbor that is born, that gushes forth, and is poured out: a holy and inevitable consequence of the holy love of God. A love of neighbor is exercised with justice. It sees every creature at its proper level—that is, always inferior to God—even though that creature were the dearest through the bonds of blood or affection, or the holiest by the justice of its life. A creature is therefore never put before God, but is seen also as a new gift of God, granted to make life easier, pleasing, sweet and meritorious, for one living on Earth…

Suffering Souls

.The martyrdom of suffering is always [found] in the life of the elect, who also show their justice by means of their love in suffering. This is not only borne with resignation, but even asked for as the eighth sacrament and ninth beatitude, in order to be anointed victims, and to be true effigies of Jesus-Victim. 


This is the sacrament not instituted, and the beatitude not openly proposed, by the divine Master and eternal Priest. But those who know how to read and understand the Gospel—not in its letter but in its spirit—find that this beatitude is always proposed by the very actions of Jesus, the Man of Sacrifice and Suffering. And they find that this sacrament—which needs no matter and form, nor any minister to be made into a sensible and efficacious sign of grace—is itself the matter and form of grace. And by making man a resigned victim—or reaching a higher degree of identification with the divine Master and Most Holy Redeemer: a willing victim and accepted by God—it makes him the minister of his own immolation, and a little christ who is a continuer of the divine Sacrifice of Jesus Christ…

And Non-Christians ?


It is of these that St. Paul writes: "When the Gentiles, who do not have the law, do naturally what the law imposes, and not having the law, are a law unto themselves, and show that the fear of the law is written in their heart, their conscience bearing witness..., they will be justified on the day in which God, by means of Jesus Christ, will judge the secret actions of men" [Rm 2:14-16]. 


In fact, whoever acts with an upright conscience, following the dictates of the moral law, shows that he has a soul naturally Christian, open to the Good and the True. And Jesus, Who died so that men of good will2 might have eternal Life, will be their justification. There are those not knowing about God as He is known by Catholics, but who believe firmly that there is a God, a just God, and the Provider and Rewarder—to each person—of whatever each has merited. All those—through the charity which they feel for God, through the charity and justice that they have toward their neighbor and toward themselves, through their desire for God, and through the perfect contrition for sins they were able to commit—all those belong to the soul of the Church…


Suffering is the eighth sacrament and the ninth beatitude. So I say that love truly lived and practiced, and the sincere repentance of evil one can involuntarily commit: these are a baptism of desire, valid for giving one an implicit participation in the Mystical Body and, hence, a participation in Grace. Only God, and the men in whom God works, know the divine actions to bring human creatures to that salvation and that heavenly knowledge of the Truth, for which they have been created...

Endnotes

1.
Maria Valtorta,  Lezioni Sull'Epistola Di Paolo Ai Romani (Edizioni Pisani / Centro Editoriale Valtortiano srl, Via Po 95, I 03036 Isola del Liri, Fr, Italia, 1986).

2.
“peace to men of good will” —this translation by the Holy Spirit Himself is identical to and confirms that of the Vulgate and traditional Latin liturgy, as well as the Greek of Luke, and clearly challenges the wimpy modern liturgical translation:  “peace to His people on earth” in the “Glory to God” of the Mass.
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