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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

SUPPLEMENT TO BULLETIN # 32

PREPARING FOR THE LAST TIMES
The passages below are part of an assembly of extracts included in Part Three of “A Reader’s Guide to Maria Valtorta’s Other Writings”, a companion to “A Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God“ which is now in its third edition.

1.  OBSTACLES, TESTS, AND CROSSES


[Jesus describes Lucifer’s (Satan’s) tools of deceit, distraction, and seduction…]

"Lucifer is very intelligent, in addition to being astute. He uses astuteness to lay snares, but uses intelligence to consider if and when and how he can cause Me affliction and ruin a creature. Believe, too, that he never wastes his time to no purpose…


"He is truly a tireless worker… But - as you can well understand from the introduction - in being astute, intelligent and busy, he cannot afford to occupy himself with everyone to the same degree. And he does not…


"As a creature acquires the ability to will and to think ‑ that is, beyond seven years of age ‑ he increases his attention and begins his teaching…


"Grace, as you know, is the union of the soul with God
. It should thus give you so much strength as to make you impregnable and incorruptible in the face of Satan's snares and corruption, for union with God ought to make you demigods. But to remain as such, one must want to. One must say to Satan and to oneself, 'I belong to God, and want to belong only to God.' Obedience to the precepts and counsels require: a continuous effort to follow and pursue and conquer good, and an ever‑greater good; absolute faithfulness and constant vigilance; and heroism to overcome oneself and the exterior, in the seductions of threefold concupiscence and its multiple faces.


"Few, very few, too few, are able to do these things. And so? And so Satan pays little attention to these, so easy to capture whenever one wants, and so slow to flee when they have been taken…


"But with 'mine'! Oh, with mine it's another story! They are the prey that most stimulates his livid hunger. They are the 'impregnable.' And Satan, an expert hunter, knows that it is meritorious to capture difficult game…


"He assaults you treacherously, at longer and longer distances, at the most unforeseeable times, and for the most inconceivable reasons…


"The means? Numberless. The method? One alone. That of a benevolent, lying sweetness, of a reasoned, placid word, and of an appearance of friendship which helps, which wants to be helpful…


"All of My saints are martyrs. Because to be saints, they had to undergo persecution by Satan and remain faithful. Glory for those who overcome! The heavenly palms are for you."


(Notebooks 1944, pp. 561-4)


"What is Temptation? The Catechism says, ‘It is an incitement to sin, which comes to us from the devil or the wicked or our passions.’ It is an incitement. If it incites to sin, then it is a sign that it is not a sin in itself. No, it is not a sin. Rather, it is a means to grow in justice and augment our merits, by remaining faithful to the Law of the Lord. It begins to become a sin of imprudence when man places himself in a position to sin, approaching things or persons that can lead him to sin…

"I tell you truly, that the greatest help for Satan is provided by you - by welcoming and cultivating in yourselves ‘the concupiscence of the flesh, the concupiscence of the eyes, and the pride of life’, which do not come from the Father, but from the world. For without your consent to preparing ground favourable to the invasions of the external factors, they could not penetrate into you, disturbing your interior, and aggravating your internal factors. The incitements of sin could not, by themselves, lead to damnation - if man did not cultivate them…

"[If] man, instead, lets them exist within him and they grow; they grow, reinvigorated by the greedy mouthfuls which incautious man allows himself, without realizing that every act of yielding to what is illicit - even if small and apparently insignificant and innocuous - paves the way for greater concessions… And these grow until filling the whole man with himself, and knocking down the barriers of conscience…


"I tell you truly… It is not being tempted that ought to cause fear… On the contrary, rejoice, O you that are so forcefully oppressed by Satan. It is a sign that you are enemies of Satan, and that Satan already senses that you are prey that has escaped from him forever. Satanic wrath always hurls itself against the prey eluding his hunger, and against God’s conquests…"


(Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 350-2)


(Maria, writing of her own experiences, says:)


"…I would like you to understand me and grasp my agony, the agony of sensing the Serpent circling around to strangle the Holy Work, an agony bringing cries of horror to my throat, which I struggle to hold back…"


(Notebooks 1945-50, p. 169)


(Jesus speaks of the critical element of pride…)


"The primitive name was Lucifer
. In the mind of God it meant ‘ensign or bearer of the light’ - that is, of God, for God is Light. Second amid beauty in all that is, he was a pure mirror reflecting unendurable Beauty…


"Because of seeing himself in God… and because the angels venerated him as the most perfect mirror of God, he admired himself… He attracted pride to himself. He cultivated and extended it. He made it into a weapon and a seduction. He wanted more than he had. He wanted everything - he was already so much. He seduced the less attentive among his companions. He distracted them from contemplating God as supreme Beauty. Knowing the future wonders of God, he wanted to be in God’s place…


"This is what Satan is. And this is what those sick with Satanism are. And he is also seduction, craftiness, darkness, agility, and iniquity… He is the ‘Contrary One’. The one contrary to God. The one that is the opposite of God. And every action by him is the antithesis of God’s actions… As charity is said to be the greatest of all the virtues, so I say that the greatest of its antivirtues, and the one most repulsive to Me, is pride….


"Pride is a vice of the higher part, consummated with sharp, lucid intelligence, premeditated and enduring… Because of pride, man has been ruined and the world will perish. Because of pride, faith languishes. Pride: the most direct emanation of Satan…"


(Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 147-9)


(Jesus describes a subtle companion of pride…)


"The Word of God is the seed of eternal life. But the Word is beset by many dangers….


"The sinner whose mind is not corroded by the acid of rationalism has a ninety percent chance of being able to receive the Word and find Life. The rationalist has only a ten percent chance, and even less, of keeping himself capable of salvation through the Word.

"Rationalism is worse than couchgrass… This heresy… is the most subtle and penetrating of all. It is like a gas. You absorb it, and it kills you. But you don't see it; you sometimes don't even smell it, or, since this smell is pleasant, it is breathed in by you with pleasure. Rationalism is just like that…


"It dresses in licit - indeed, admirable - clothing, and acts underneath it, but against it. It is a virus. When one notices it, it has already spread through one's blood, and it is hard to get free of it…


"There are rationalists and rationalists.


"I will begin with the greatest. The 'supermen'. The deniers of God. They want to explain creation, miracles, and the divinity according to their concepts which are filled with human pride.


"Where there is pride, God is not present. Be sure of this. Where there is pride, Faith is not present. Satan is there, and Satan is the most skilled juggler in seducing man…


"The second category are the humanly learned. These do not deny God… The Word descends upon them and sinks in roots. But it later dies because they oppose and choke it under the useless leaves of their human knowledge… They create Babel
 in themselves because of too many words…


"The third category involves those who have paved their hearts with the stones of the rationalism of others… They close the door to the Divine Word with distrust, but accept the explanations of one of their fellow men who is famous for being learned…

"The fourth category is that of the imprudent… They also open themselves to receive any doctrine, under the specious pretext that one must be condescending. Yes. So condescending with one's brothers and sisters. Not to disdain anyone. But severe with the things of God…


"Blessed are those who are only God's terrain, and remain such by assiduous vigilance… Love makes them into souls worshipping the Word, and souls merciful towards those straying far from the Word…


"For those who possess Him absolutely, the Word becomes their own word, for they are no more, but are one with God, their love
."

(Notebooks 1943, pp. 466-9)


(Jesus speaks of suffering…)


"Man has two needs: love and pain. Love, which keeps you from doing evil. Pain, which makes up for evil.

"This is the science to be learned: to know how to love, and to know how to suffer. But you don't know how to love, and don't know how to suffer…

"Come back to love, children, and learn how to bear pain… Enter into Me, to enter with Me into Light, to be reborn in Love, to become familiar with true Knowledge, to obtain Peace and Life. And being mine, you receive eternity from Me."


(Notebooks 1943, pp. 330)


(But for some souls, there is suffering of another kind…)


"When because of your heedlessness, God withdraws - for you have created the night with your human cares - the Soul suffers…


"When on the other hand, God tests a spirit, withdraws from it and allows the night to envelope it, this vigilant spirit then realizes at once that it has been left by its Love. It leaps to its feet to seek Him, and experiences no peace until it has reached Him and clasped Him to its heart…


"Whether you have lost my closeness by your own fault, or by my will, be capable of imitating the bride in the Song. Rise up without delay; search tirelessly and unhesitatingly, and fearlessly…

"And you should not even be afraid. When one seeks God, God - even if He is hidden - watches over him. The world thus cannot do any 'real' harm to the seeker of God. Even if it rages with mockery or with persecutions, always consider that these are things of relative duration, whereas the fruit of your bold love never perishes.

"When your loving searches finally grant that you may rejoin the love of your souls, hug that love with a stronger and stronger embrace, until it becomes total and indissoluble fusion between yourselves and Him.

"See, my little bride, when this point is arrived at, Jesus never draws away…But that is still nothing… The present joy is like a drop of honey, compared to the river of sweetness which I shall pour upon you."


(Notebooks 1943, pp. 382-3)

2.  THE HORROR AND HOPE OF THE LAST TIMES

(In December 1943 during World War 2, Jesus gave Maria a message for Pope Pius X11: )


"Never as in this moment must I repeat to the one who represents Me, 'Feed my lambs
'…


"I had entrusted them to the powerful so that they would take care of them… They have turned them into their slaves who are denied even freedom of thought, and they have shoved them like sheep to the slaughter for the sake of their criminal purposes regarding all Mankind. 


"Well then, from the height of the Heavens… I am coming with my Word and my Love to feed the poor of my flock, and I repeat to you, who are my Vicar:


"‘Feed my sheep by giving them the tireless word and the blessings with which I have filled your innocent hand, which knows no blood except my Blood…


"‘I have placed two rods in your hand, and you are dear to Me because you used the rod of love. But love, which exercises power even on the Power of God, falls like pebbles hurled against rock, when it is directed towards some who resemble men, but are demons with a heart of granite. Strike, then, with the other rod, and may the faithful know that you are not an accomplice to the sins of the great…


"‘Speak, in the name of the Justice you represent. It is time to. And may the masses know that my Doctrine has not changed and that there is one Law, there is one God alone, and his first commandment is love
. As in the ages and ages preceding my coming, in which I confirmed the Law, He gives the order not to steal, not to fornicate, not to kill, and not to take the belongings of others
… Say so to the killers at present, who arrogate to themselves the right to kill whole peoples, after having killed in their own peoples: faith in God, honesty of any kind, and love for good…


"‘To speak means "pain" and sometimes "death." But remember Me. I am more precious than 'joy" and "life," for I give whoever is faithful to Me a joy and a life which have no end or limit…

"‘Remember John's Apocalypse. Remember the dragon, the Evil One begetting the future Antichrist
. He prepares the former's kingdom not only by unsettling consciences, but by sweeping away a third of the stars in his coils, and turning the stars into mire. This demoniacal vintage will take place in Christ's Court, among the leading figures in his Church, in the light reduced to a bare glimmer, and preserved as the only lamp in the hearts of Christ's faithful. For although the Light cannot die - as I have promised
 - and the Church, even in periods of horror, will preserve just that amount needed to become radiance again after the trial - the idol shepherd shall come, and shall be and shall remain where his masters will.

"‘Let whoever has ears to understand, understand
. For those alive at that time, death will be a blessing.’"

(Notebooks 1943, pp. 557-9)


(Earlier in the same year, Jesus said to Maria:)


"Maria, now I will take your hand to lead you to the most obscure point in John's book. The annotators of it have exhausted their capacity in many deductions, to explain to themselves and to the multitudes who the 'great Babylon' is
…They have given the name of Babylon to many things.


"But how is it that they have never considered that the 'great Babylon' is the whole Earth? I would be a very small and limited God the Creator if I had created only the Earth as an inhabited world! With a beat of my will I have brought forth worlds upon worlds from nothing, and cast them as luminous fine dust into the immensity of the firmament.


"The Earth, about which you are so proud and fierce, is nothing but one of the bits of fine dust rotating in unboundedness, and not the biggest one. It is certainly the most corrupt one, though. Lives upon lives are teeming in the millions of worlds which are the joy of your gaze on peaceful nights, and the perfection of God will appear to you when, with the intellectual sight of your spirits rejoined to God, you are able to see the wonders of those worlds.

"Isn't the Earth really the great harlot that has committed fornication with all the powers of earth and hell? And haven't the Earth's inhabitants prostituted themselves - bodies and souls - just to triumph during the earthly day?

"That is certainly the case. The crimes of the Earth have all the names of blasphemy... The seven sins are like a horrendous ornament on the head of the Beast
, who transports the Earth and those of the earth to the pastures of Evil. And the ten horns, a metaphorical number, serve to demonstrate the limitless acts of wickedness committed just to obtain, at any cost, what his ferocious covetousness wants…

"Peoples, nations, races, boundaries, interests, food, expansions - everything has been of use to the earth, to fornicate and carry out enormous homicides and betrayals - like that of Judas. Her own children, nourished by her with the blood of sin, will accomplish God's vengeance upon her by destroying her, by destroying themselves, bringing the sum of the crimes against God and against man to the perfect number, which demands the thundering of my 'Enough!'…"


(Notebooks 1943, pp. 261-3)


(Jesus has two messages for priests of that period…)


"…Don't you know that, even if man does not see, God sees you? Why then do you cast your incense before the power of gold or the power of man? From the height of my throne, don't I see too many of my priests devoting their time ‑ the time I give them so they will spend it on their priestly mission ‑ on human commerce aimed at increasing their well‑being? Yes, I see this. Don't I observe ‑ and my heart turns ‑ too many of my priests abjuring my Law to obey the law of wretched men, hoping to receive honor and gain from them? Yes, I see this…


"Mankind stands at a major fork. Two roads branch off from there: one leads upwards to God; the other leads downwards to Satan. At the fork there is a rock. It is you. If you act as a bulwark and spur towards the first road, Satan will not burst forth, and souls will be propelled towards God. But if you are the first to roll towards Satan's slope, you will drag mankind towards the horrors of the Antichrist, ahead of time…"


(Notebooks 1944, pp. 117-8)


"The earth, corrupted by so many things, ferments like a rotting body and contaminates souls with its stench. But if the churches scattered among the houses were incense burners, where a priest lives… and burns himself by loving, the world's stench would be counterbalanced by the perfume of God, issuing from the hearts of the priests living in total 'fusion' with God
… being only like Me, who am in the Sacrament at man's disposal at all hours. I, God, am there without weariness, without pride, without resistance - and hearts would be purified.


"Such priests, perfect ones, are like the sun. They breathe souls into Heaven as if they were drops of water. They purify them in the atmosphere of Heaven, and then are like clouds delicately dissolving into beneficent dew - during the night, in concealment - to bring refreshment to the parching thirst of souls, poor flowers wounded by so many things.


"They breathe in: to breathe into oneself it is necessary to possess great strength. Only very energetic love for the Lord and one's brothers and sisters can give it to you. Gazing steadily at God, on high, very high above the earth, you can, if you wish, attract souls to you ‑ that is, to God, in whom you live. It is an operation requiring generosity and constancy. Even a blink must serve this end. All of your actions must have this as their goal. There are looks which can convert a heart, when God shines forth in them… Just as the silent, demure dew acts, which descends while all is at rest…


"Sacrifice, sacrifice, sacrifice, O priests. Prayer, prayer, prayer, O pastors.


"I called you 'shepherds
.' I did not call you 'solitaries' or 'captains.' The solitary lives by himself. The captain marches at the head of his men. But the 'shepherd' remains in the midst of his flock and watches over it… He calls it and gathers it together; he tirelessly goes back and forth along its extent; he precedes it at difficult junctures and is the first to examine obstacles, levelling them as much as possible; he makes rough ways safe by his efforts, and then remains at the troublesome spot to oversee the passing of his sheep, and if he observes that one of them is fearful or weak, he takes it on his shoulders and carries it beyond the point of danger; and if a wolf comes, he does not run away, but hurls himself against it, in front of his sheep, and defends them, even at the price of dying to save them… How many beasts there are, attacking souls! The shepherd does not waste time on useless chatter with passers‑by, and does not get distracted with matters which are not his concern. He takes care of his flock, and that's all.


(Notebooks 1944, pp. 115-6)


(Jesus identifies the four beasts, spoken of in Daniel
, and foreshadowing “the diabolical ministers of the Apocalypse” in the Book of Revelation
:)


"The four beasts: the four errors which will precede the end. The four errors which will be four horrors for mankind, and which will give birth to the final Horror…


"Atheism tore away man's wings of an eagle and heart of a demigod, and made him an animal walking in the mire… entirely of flesh and blood. In his selfhood, deprived of the spiritual wings of the spirit, man bears a weight heavier than lead, a weight bending him over, knocking him down, and plunging him into the mire…


"Man rejected the Law of God to take up many other doctrines. But none of them was or is of God, and true Charity is thus not in any of them. Hence man, who had embraced atheism, changing from an eagle and a lion into a mere man. Through a hellish sorcery, he gave birth to himself turned into a bear, the fierce devourer of his fellows.


"[Satanism]: But horror produces horror. By an ascending ladder. Horror is ever greater, for in accursed unions with Satan, man - whom Christ brought back to his nature as a demigod - generates increasingly monstrous monsters. And they are the children of his erring, sold to Satan to receive his earthly assistance.


"From man the demigod, came man; from man, the bear; and from the bear, the new monster, ferocious and false as the leopard, endowed by Satan with multiple wings so as to be swifter in doing harm. I told you that Satan is the aper of God. He, too, thus wanted to give wings to 'his' child ‑ by now his child ‑ to a humanity without Faith and without God. Not the wings of an eagle, but of a vampire, so that it would be a nightmare for humanity itself, and would be quick to rush down upon its own parts, the victims of itself, to suck their blood…


"Power, which is willed, pushed forward, and imposed to the point of crime, is the third beast. Since it is human power ‑ that is, sold to Satan just to become increasingly powerful, going against every divine and moral law ‑ it begets its monster, whose name is Revolution. And in keeping with its nature, it bears in the prominences of its monstrosity all the fiercest horrors of revolutions, the social shipwreck of Good and Faith.


"Honesty, respect, morality, religion, freedom, and goodness die, when this monster exhales its hellish breath upon a nation. And like a harmful emission, it expands beyond these confines, infecting different peoples with itself, until it infects the whole world, preparing ‑ over the tatters of the victims slain and torn to pieces by it, and over the ruins of the nations reduced to rubble ‑ the cradle for the final monster: the Antichrist.


"I told you that he will be the son of man's lust, born of the marriage of lust with the Beast. I told you… This Antichrist, the perfection of Horror, as I was the perfection of Perfection… will grow in power, as I grew in wisdom and grace
. And it will be 1armed with eyes, to read the thought of holy men, and kill them through that thought.


"Oh, my saints of the last time!... Only those nourished with the crumb of Faith will be able to have a lion's heart to face those torments, and eyes and feathers of an eagle to gaze steadily at Me as Sun and fly to Me as Truth. Darkness will overwhelm them on all sides, and Deceit will try to persuade them to worship it and believe in it…


"Since he will be the son of the union of demoniac pride with human lust, he will think 'he can do great things and change the times and laws.' For three and a half years he will be Horror reigning over the world.


"Then the Father will say, 'Enough,' before the immense choir that will be formed in Heaven through the 'sound of the solemn words' of the saints. Then the wicked Beast will be slain and cast into the well of the abyss, and along with it all the lesser beasts, to remain there with Satan, their begetter, for eternity…


"And the 'living' - those who preserved life in themselves by having kept Grace and Faith alive - will inherit 'the kingdom, the power, and the magnificence of God.' The spiritually dead will receive the eternal Death they have chosen to receive.


"There will no longer be the Earth or fleshly man, there will be only 'children of God,' creatures freed from all pain. And there will no longer be sin, there will no longer be darkness, and there will no longer be fear. But only joy, joy, immense, eternal joy, inconceivable for men. The joy of seeing God, of possessing Him, and of understanding his thought and love…"


(Notebooks 1944, pp. 117-11)


(Jesus outlines the preparation for Satan’s final assault…)


"When the time of my peaceful Kingdom comes - and it shall come, for I have promised, and I do not fail to keep my promises
 - the good on earth will all come to Me. It will be the period about which I have spoken to you, the period when the spirit will have reached that evolution whereby you will spontaneously separate into two parts. Those living outside the spirit will lie in their darkness, waiting to be the militia for the Prince of Evil. Those living in the spirit will come into the retinue of the Holy Son of God, of the Seed of the Lord, loved and blessed by men in grace. They will then comprehend what is now comprehended by a few chosen ones, and will know what my glory is like, and what theirs is as children of God.


"I will assemble my saints, for whoever loves Me and follows in obedience and fidelity is a saint. I will assemble them from the four corners of the Earth. And because of their love, I will forgive the iniquity of men. The goodness of the saints will extinguish the sternness of Justice, and my love and that of the saints will cleanse the Earth with its fire. The Earth, reconciled with itself and with God, will be like a great altar. And on this altar the Master will instruct men in the exact knowledge of Truth, so that the good will not waver when Satan, furious at seeing Christ adored by mankind, unbridles himself for the final battle.


"A struggle of spirit against spirit. Over against my spiritual Kingdom and my instruction, Satan will set his Satanic war on spirits to corrupt as many of them as he can, the weakest ones. And from his reserves, from his fortresses - where there are to be found those who have remained faithful to the Beast, even after the defeat of the Beast and his minister - he will draw the agents of seduction to ruin God's work for the last time, the ruin of which began at the foot of the tree of Good and Evil
.


"The Satanic epoch will be three times fiercer than the anti-Christian epoch. But it will be brief, because for those living in that hour the whole triumphant Church amidst the lights of Heaven will pray, the Church in Purgatory amidst the purgative flames of love will pray, and the militant Church with the blood of the last martyrs will pray.

"While Satan's darkness, heat, storms, and lightning bolts upset the world, those will be saved who are able to remain under the shelter of the tabernacle from which every strength issues forth. For I am the Strength of the living, and whoever feeds on Me with faith and love becomes one with my Strength…"


(Notebooks 1943, pp. 475-6)


(Jesus speaks of some “small stars” with “a minimum of light”…)


"…The last time will be the time of the spirit. And these lights, these voices, will teem to provide guidance for the upright of heart, groping in the haze of the forms of materialism, rationalism and sectarianism in which priests will play an active part…


"In truth, in truth I tell you that a ‘little voice’ - even if it makes some grammatical mistakes but speaks words coming from God - will have more power than the utilitarian and unconvinced action of too great a part of the clergy! For this reason, I go and inspire my ‘voices’ here and there. And I will always do so, even if I am combatted through them. And the more I see my flock at the mercy of idol-shepherds, the more I will do so…"


(Notebooks 1945-50, p. 126)


(Maria writes, without parentheses, of Mary’s role in these Last Times…)


…If it is true that before the end of time more and more false prophets, servants of the Antichrist, will arise, it is equally true that Christ the Lord will set more and more of his servants against them, raising up new apostles in places where they are least expected.


And Infinite Mercy - taking pity on distressed men overwhelmed by the storm of blood, fire, persecution and death - will have Mary, the pure Star of the Sea, shine upon the sea of blood and horror. She will be the forerunner of Christ in his final coming. These new evangelisers will bear the Gospel of Mary, who was truly left in the shadow by all the Evangelists, Apostles and Disciples, whereas vaster knowledge of Her would have instructed many, preventing many falls. For She is the Co-Redemptrix and Teacher. The Teacher of pure, humble, faithful, prudent and devout life, in her home and among the people of her time. She is always a Teacher, down through the centuries, worthy to be all the better known, the more the world sinks towards the mire and darkness…


[There will be] an awakening assisted by these new evangelisers, bearing not only the Christ, but the Mother of God. They will uplift the standard of Mary. They will lead people to Mary… For She is the holy Adversary of the wicked Enemy, and her heel is destined to crush the infernal dragon perpetually
, as Wisdom, which has found its seat in Her, is destined to defeat the heresies corrupting souls and intellects…


(Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 565-6)
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