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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

SUPPLEMENT TO BULLETIN # 29

WHAT NOW ?
It is February 2003, and in the wake of a startling act of terrorism in the U.S.A. seventeen months ago, the world is waiting for the possibility of war between this world super-power and its followers - and a middle-east nation which, it is claimed, is hiding weapons of mass-destruction. Is this a step hastening the foreshadowed Apocalypse? And even if it isn’t, what does all this mean for us? Maria Valtorta’s writings have much to guide us, in these times of mounting brinkmanship and uncertainty.

The passages in this five-part supplement are taken from the five volumes of Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of the Man-God, Maria’s 1943 Notebooks (N43), her 1944 Notebooks (N44), The Book of Azariah (Maria’s Guardian Angel) (Azar.), and The End Times and the Writings of Maria Valtorta (E.T.).
1.  MESSAGES FOR THESE TIMES


(On 27th August 1943, during World War II, Jesus spells out the critical periods of the Apocalyptic times. His message begins as follows:)

“Even in the Apocalypse, the periods seem to be confused, but that is not the case. It would be better to say they are reflected in the future times, under increasingly grandiose aspects.


"We are now in the period I call ‘of the forerunners of the Antichrist’. Then the period of the Antichrist, who is the forerunner of Satan, will come. He will be helped by the manifestations of Satan: the two beasts named in the Apocalypse. It will be a time worse than the current one. Evil is constantly increasing. Once the Antichrist is defeated, the period of peace will come to give men - struck by amazement at the seven plagues and the fall of Babylon - time to gather under my sign. The anti-Christian epoch will rise to the maximum power in its third manifestation - that is, when the last coming of Satan takes place...” 

[N43, p. 273 (E.T., p. 56)]
----------


(On 25th March 1944, towards the end of the War, God the Father says:)


“I am Who I am
… The end will be like the beginning. The circle closes by joining the two dark stumps to each other. The new flood ‑ that is, God's wrath ‑ will come in another form. But it will still be wrath. Faithful to my word,274 I will not send the flood again
. 270 Matthew 16:1‑4; Mark 8:11‑13; Luke 11:29‑32.

27l Revelation 13:1‑18.

272 Exodus 3:14.

273 Genesis 6:7.

274 Genesis 9:11.

But I will let the Satanic forces send the flood of the Satanic acts of cruelty.”

[N44, p. 236-7 (E.T., p. 135)]
----------

(On 9th April 1944, Jesus says:)


“Maria, I told you at the end of last May
: ‘As regards the future... What do you want to know, poor soul?… Thank my Mercy, which, for the time being, in large measure, conceals from you the truth about the future.' Poor, poor soul!…


“It is the hour of the power of Darkness. And men have spontaneously wanted it. The kingdom of Evil is already established. Anything I were to do would be rendered null by man's will. Any Good would be destroyed by Evil… The only thing I can do ‑ I do out of mercy on the saints, who, as rare as flowers in the desert, still pray… - is to hold back the wrath of my Father. Weary of the crimes of a race for which my Blood has been shed to no avail, He goes on wanting and wanting to apply Justice to you. And justice - since you are blameworthy - would mean tremendous punishments, which my Mercy does not want to be added to those you cause yourselves on your own…” 

[N44, p. 263-4 (E.T., p. 136-7)]
----------


(On the same day, the Holy Spirit says:)

“I am the Consoler. I console those who are demoralized by consternation and tortured by the present. I am the One who nurses and sweetens the bitterness of the Word that speaks the truth, which is quite bitter today...


“Even if the abyss of Evil launches its demons forth to torture the Earth and fertilize it to beget the Antichrist; and even if the abyss of the Heavens seems to close by the decree of the Father, from whom We proceed; We, the Word and the Spirit, are still working and loving to save and defend you. I as Charity and the Word as Charity, I as Sanctification and the Word as Redemption do not cease ‑ the Latter, to pour forth the merits of his Blood, and the Former, the charisms of his power for your good.

“Trust. Love has always won out.”

[N44, p. 264-5 (E.T., p. 137-8)]

----------

(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta, His “little John”:)

“...Every Gospel passage and episode is a mine of teachings... With a few fish and a few pieces of bread I was able to feed the crowds; in the same way your spirits can be limitlessly fed by the few passages that are reported in the Four Gospels. Indeed, an incalculable number of men have been feeding on them for twenty centuries. And I, now, through My little John, have given an increase in episodes and words because starvation is truly about to consume spirits and I have mercy on them

“...The Holy Spirit... is the teaching Master seated on the cathedra of Gospel instruction. When the Paraclete comes
, He will instruct you concerning all truth and teach you everything and remind you of all that I have said, ‘teaching the true spirit of every word, of every letter of the episode ...’

“And may My Body and Blood forever be in you ... so that you will exalt the virtues of Him who called you out of darkness, into His admirable Light.” (Azar., p. 325)
2.  A COUPLE OF “DON’TS”

Debating with the Enemy


(Jesus says:)

« Nowadays, as twenty centuries ago, those to whom I reveal Myself will contradict one another
. Once again I am the sign that is rejected. Not with regard to Myself, but with regard to what I stir up in them. Good people, those of good will, will have the good reactions of the shepherds and of humble people. The others will react in a wicked manner, like the scribes, the Pharisees, the Sadducees and priests of those days. One gives what one has. A good person who comes in touch with wicked people provokes a surge of greater wickedness in them. And judgement will be passed on men as it was done on Good Friday, according to how they have judged, accepted and followed the Master, Who with a fresh attempt of infinite mercy has made Himself known once again… » (Vol. 4, p. 828)
----------


(Jesus tells of meeting with Satan in the desert 
:)

« You saw how I behaved. Silence and prayer. Silence, because if Satan performs his work of a seducer and comes round us, we must put up with the situation without any foolish impatience or cowardly fears. We must react with resolution to his presence, and with prayer to his allurements.

It is useless to debate with Satan. He would win, because he is strong in his dialectics. Only God can beat him.  And so you must have recourse to God, that He may speak for you, through you. You must show Satan that Name and that Sign, not so much written on paper or engraved on wood, but written and engraved in your hearts. My Name, My Sign. You should answer back to Satan, using the word of God, only when he insinuates that he is like God. He cannot bear that…

One must be determined to defeat Satan, and have faith in God, and in His help. Faith in the power of prayer, and in the Lord's bounty. Then Satan can do no harm.

Go in peace… » (Vol. 1, p. 252)
On Not Judging

(Below is the sequel to a message received by Maria some years previously. Maria asks Jesus:)

 “Why, in 1941, when the initial contact with that man took place, did You, Master, say to me, ‘Do not judge…’?”

(And Jesus replies to me:)

“…C754 This must be a reference to Giuseppe Belfanti, cousin of the writer's mother. He was known as "Peppino" in the family. Cf. the Autobiography, pp. 411‑417.

onsider what merit forgiveness possesses…

“If I had not halted you with my ‘Do not judge’ - making you reflect that even in someone apparently less suited to being an instrument of God, God might be present - you would have broken, with your violence, what I had knotted together: a silk thread destined to become a ship’s hawser, with the cables of superhuman charity and human affection…

“Go in peace. Your Jesus does nothing without a perfect purpose.”… (N44, p. 597-600)
3.  MESSAGES OF HOPE


“…Do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that you may do the will of God and receive what is promised.” 

Heb. 10:35-36.
To Hope, to Pray, to Forgive


(Mary speaks of Joseph’s dilemma, knowing that She was pregnant, but before the angel told him that She was to be the Mother of God 
…)

« …I tell you, My children, that My heart wept very bitterly. Closed in My house, all alone, in the house where everything reminded Me of the Annunciation and the Incarnation, everything reminded Me of Joseph, married to Me with spotless virginity. I had to fight despair and Satan's insinuation, and hope, hope, hope. And pray, pray, pray. And forgive, forgive, forgive Joseph's suspicion, his disturbance and just despair.

My children: it is necessary to hope, to pray, to forgive - to obtain God's intervention in our favour. You must live your passions, because you deserved them with your sins. I can teach you how to overcome them and turn them into joy. Hope beyond measure. Pray with confidence. Forgive, to be forgiven. God's forgiveness will be the peace you desire, My children... » (Vol. 1, p. 125)
Bartholmai

(In Jerusalem, a man named Bartholmai, born with no eyes, is brought before Jesus
. Later, Bartholmai explains what happened, to a crowd of people…)

« I could not see anything, because I was blind. I felt two fingers, covered with wet earth, touch me here and here, and I heard a voice say: "Go to the Siloam pool quickly and wash yourself, and do not speak to anybody". And I did so. But I was down-hearted, because I was hoping to see at once. I almost concluded that it was the joke of some heartless youngsters, and I almost decided not to go. But I heard a kind of a voice within me say: "Hope and obey". So I went to the pool and I washed myself, and I could see… » (Vol. 4, p. 598)
“To Hope, and to Believe”

(While Lazarus is dying, Jesus is speaking to his sisters, Martha and Mary Magdalene…)
« You know Who I am. I know who you are. You know that I love you. I know that you love Me. You are aware of My power. I am aware of your faith in Me. You also know - and you in particular, Mary - that the more one loves, the more one achieves. To be able to hope and to believe above all limits, and above all realities that disprove faith and hope - is to love. Well, for the sake of that, I tell you to hope and believe against all contrary realities. Do you understand Me? I say: hope and believe against every contrary reality.  (Vol. 4, p. 793. See also Vol, 5 p. 10, 13, 51-2, 60)
Jesus Meets Despair

(Jesus has been betrayed by Judas, who shortly afterwards despairs and commits suicide
. Jesus tells Maria Valtorta of His own agony on that Holy Thursday night
…)
« …I work mysterious wonders of grace in poor hearts overwhelmed by despair… So that they - those who are shipwrecked in the sea of despair - may not decline to accept the cross that I offer as anchor and salvation, but they may grasp at it, and I may take them to the blessed shore, where only peace reigns… » (Vol. 5, p. 541)

"It is only I who have drunk it to the last drop, without sweetening it with honey. I had to cling to the thought of those who would love Me in the future, so as to be able to withstand to the last, without coming to curse man, for whom I was shedding my Blood...296
"But I don't want you to suffer what I suffered. My experience was too cruel to impose on you - it would mean tempting you beyond your strength. God is never imprudent. He wants to save, not destroy you…

"I never disappoint those who hope in Me. Say this over and over again, to everyone. " (N44, p. 258-9)297
Guardian Angels


(Jesus says:)

 “The guardian angel of every creature worships the indwelling God, if the creature is in the Lord’s grace.

“You are living temples in which God dwells
. Sin drives away the Divine Guest, but otherwise every human spirit is the tabernacle, enclosed in the temple of your body consecrated by the Sacraments, in which the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are present, through the indissoluble union of the Three Persons.

“When the creature is no longer in a state of grace, the angel, weeping, venerates the work of his Creator… just as you venerate a place once inhabited by Me and then profaned by my enemies, but always worthy of veneration. Not because it contains Me, but because it contained Me. To understand, remember the Holy Cenacle.

“This is why every angel remains with supreme respect alongside the one he is protecting. Happy is the angel alongside a creature who can say, ‘I worship You, my Lord, enclosed in this creature of yours,’ and does not need to fly to Heaven to encounter God’s gaze!

“Let the clothing of your angel tell you the nature of his mission. To infuse hope into you… Faith is secure, as strong as the wings of your guardian. Love is as alive as the mantle adorning his shoulders. But the robe is ample and shining and says to you, ‘Hope!’…”  (N44 p. 403)
4.  MESSAGES OF PEACE

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything. But in everything, by prayer and supplication and with thanksgiving, let your requests be known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Phil. 4:4-7.
A Beatitude


(Jesus is preaching the Sermon on the Mount to a crowd on a hill above the Sea of Galilee. He says:)

« “How happy I will be if I am peaceful in spirit”
.

Peace is one of God’s characteristics. God is to be found only in peace. Because peace is love, whereas war is hatred. Satan is hatred. God is peace… Whoever is peaceful propagates peace, also without uttering any words. Master of himself and, I dare say, master of God, he divulges Him as a lamp spreads its light, as a thurible exhales its perfume, as a wineskin holds wine. And this sweet oil - which is the spirit of peace issuing from the children of God - gives light in the foggy gloominess of ill-feelings, purifies the air from the miasmas of malice, and calms the raging waves of quarrels.

Let God and men say that you are so. » (Vol. 2, p. 140)
Union with God

(As persecution by His enemies increases, Jesus tells His apostles He is going up a mountain alone, to pray. He notices a negative reaction…)

« I see that you are all upset. That must not happen to you. Agitation upsets peace. Peace must always be with you. You are in the service of Peace, and She loves you so much that She has chosen you as Her first servants. She loves you. Therefore you must consider that She will always help you, also when you are left alone. God is Peace. If you are faithful to God, He will be with you. And if He is with you, of what can you be afraid?…

Sin only separates from God. But the rest: temptations, persecutions, death, no, not even death separates from God
. On the contrary, they join one more to God, because every temptation which is overcome, raises man by one step towards Heaven… » (Vol. 4, p. 349)
5.  MESSAGES OF TRUST, STRENGTH, AND JOY

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.”  Ps. 19:14.
The Work of the Redeemer

(Jesus says to His disciples:)
« …Hearts are discouraged by grief, when they are convinced that they have been struck and abandoned by God. What is a soul that has lost the certainty of the help of God?… It is horrible to live without hope…

The days of man may be dismal, wet with tears and smeared with blood. But the Sun will rise again. There will be no more grief, no separations, no harshness, no hatred, no misery or solitude in an enveloping fog. Instead, there will be brightness and singing, serenity and peace - there will be God. God: the eternal Sun!…

If men hurt, steal, calumniate, God cures, grants, justifies. And He does so in full measure. Men may say: "God has rejected you". But a confident soul thinks, must think: "God is just and good… Therefore He will not reject me if I lean my tear-stained face on His bosom, and I say to Him: 'Father, I have but You. Your son is in anguish and depressed. Give me Your peace’…

I have been sent by God to gather those whom man has upset and Satan has overwhelmed, and I save them. That is really My work. » (Vol. 2, p. 7-8)
Prayer, Faith, and Hope

(Jesus says:)

"I would like my sons and daughters to be so entirely mine, as to have only holy thoughts and holy requests to the Father, who would heed them in all instances – all. And when He could not grant a son's request, He would replace the gift not given, with reflections of divine intelligence, and a hundred other even greater comforts…

"Your God is always close to you. It is not He that drifts away - it is you… It is not He that closes the doors of grace - it is you. You close them by not having faith, and love, and hope: in Him.

"But come to me, poor sons and daughters, I burn with the desire to make you happy. Come to Me, who am saddened by not being able to clasp you to my breast, and dry your tears. Come to the Only One who can give you goodness and peace, and true, eternal love.

"To live close to Me is joy, even in pain. To die with Me nearby, is to pass into joy. Those entrusting them-selves to Me, never have to be afraid of anything on earth, or anything in eternity. For to all who are true children, I open my heart as a true Father, full of under-standing and forgiveness." (N43, p. 189-90)
Be Not Afraid

(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)
“…I want you with a hope more perfect and stronger than a block of steel.

"Even if you should be on the threshold of the abyss, if you see hell stretching out to clutch you, and if the world is howling like a pack of dogs behind you, wanting to tear you apart and ready to rush at you… I tell you, 'You must not be afraid.' I am the Word that does not lie. Hope and believe in Me…”  (N44, p. 446)
Women and Men

(Jesus is teaching His women disciples about the role of women in the times to come…)

« …Man is never very strong in suffering. Women, instead… enjoy the true kingliness of being able to suffer. Teach men, supporting them in the hours of fear, discouragement, tears, tiredness and bloodshed…

In sorrow, women will be the solace of martyrs, …angels for those who are persecuted, and silent priestesses who will preach God by their way of living. And with no other consecration but the one they received from the God-Love, they will be consecrated and worthy of it… »

(Vol. 2, p. 63)

----------

(Mary says:)

« The physical suffering that lies heavy on women does not lie heavily on men. But all the moral worries do: necessities of work, decisions to be taken, responsibilities before the established authorities and one's own family… And how much comfort he also needs!…

Love is not the satisfaction of one's senses and utility. To love is to satisfy him whom we love, beyond senses and utility, giving him the help he needs, so that he may always be able to keep his wings open, in the skies of hope and peace…

Trust in God. Trust summarises the theological virtues. Who trusts, has faith. Who trusts, hopes. Who trusts, loves. When we love, we hope, we believe in a person, we trust. Otherwise we do not. God deserves our trust. If we trust poor men who may fail, why should we not trust God, Who can never fail?… » (Vol. 1, p. 132-3)

The Name of Jesus

(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)
“…In this Satanic hour you are living through, only one weapon should be used to overcome Satan's war on God's creatures. It would suffice to invoke my Name - with intrepid, compelling, inflamed faith, hope, and charity - in order to see Satan's armies take flight…”  (N44, p. 43)
Just Avoiding Hell?
(Jesus says:)

« …Most men lack the will of Goodness, and consequently Goodness becomes sterile… There is no grave fault. But there is not even the effort to do the greatest good. The spirit thus lies inactive, and unfruitful.

Bear in mind, that not to do evil serves only to avoid Hell. To enjoy, at once, beautiful Paradise, one must do good. It is essential. As much good as one can do, struggling against oneself and other people… » (Vol. 4, p. 16).

Possessing Jesus
(Jesus says:)

"You are the 'voices' of your Jesus, the Faithful and Truthful One, who judges and combats with justice, and will be the Victor over the Beast and his servants and prophets. Recognize your Good, and always follow Him. Let no deceitful appearance seduce you, and no persecution terrify you. Let your 'voice' say my words. Let your lives be for this work…

“To possess Me will be your blessedness. It will be to forget pain. It will be what every revelation is still insufficient to make you understand. For the joy of the future life is too superior to the imagined possibilities of the creature
, still joined to the flesh."  (N44, p. 499-500)
Struggle Keeps the Athlete Strong

(Azariah talks of the Church…)

“She is an eternal institution, against which not even Satan obtains victory
. And if now the violence of hell and the avalanche of heresies and sins of the ages seems to want to overwhelm her, she will suffer only a hard jolt. This will make her tremble and suffer, but… she will emerge more beautiful, having remade her robes with shining linen
… and her mantle - as a persecuted one - in red. Tears and blood are needed to whiten the linen, and redden the mantle, for the great Bride of Christ...


“After the darkness, the light. Always. In the creation of the world. In the birth of the day after night. In the succession of epochs and eras…


“On your feet, O Christians, in the fullness of your charity for God, for the Church, for your neighbour, for yourselves. God the Father sent you his Son and your Brother, through the Mother, so that He would be Master and Redeemer, and you would be children of God. And since you are children, God has infused the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, and through you He cries out, ‘Abba! Father!’…

“The Spirit of God prays in you, through you, to obtain what is useful and necessary for you, and what, as holy, is suitable for sanctifying you. It is always the Spirit of God that, enclosed in the hearts of the faithful, asks and cries out with ineffable moans: ‘Abba! Father!’…

“What, then, are you afraid of, if you can call God ‘Father’? If the Spirit of God Himself says it through you, thus confessing that you may call yourselves children of the Father, that you are the children of God? If the Spirit Himself, Whom God loves infinitely – for He is God – prays and calls out through you?

“Courage, then, and do not be afraid of the things that pass. Fear not...” (Azar., p. 303-5)
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