A TASTE OF HELL


For many of us in these times, Hell is a place we seldom hear of, or think about. Nonetheless it is a stark reality in Scripture, even though some modern translations soften its impact by calling it the “underworld”, or by leaving out some of the verses relating to Hell altogether. We can all do well by pondering on these teachings of Jesus about Hell, in the writings of Maria Valtorta - taken from four of the five volumes of The Poem of the Man-God, and from Maria’s 1944 Notebooks.


																																					





�
LAZARUS AND DIVES�





	(Jesus tells the parable of the rich man, Dives, and the poor beggar, Lazarus, who begged for the crumbs from the rich man’s table, and whom Dives despised. One day Lazarus died, and no-one noticed except the angels in Heaven, who took his soul to Abraham’s bosom. Jesus continues the story…)


« …Some time went by and Dives died. Oh! What a grand funeral! The whole town, already aware of his agony, crowded in the square where his abode was, some to be noticed as friends of the great man, some out of curiosity, some to gain favour with the heirs. They all joined in the mourning, their cries rose to the sky, and with their cries also the false praises of the "great, just benefactor" who had died.


Can the word of man change God's judgement? Can human apology cancel what is written in the book of Life? No, it cannot. What has been judged is judged, what has been written is written. And notwithstanding the grand funeral, the soul of Dives was buried in hell.


Then in that horrible jail, eating and drinking fire and darkness, finding hatred and torture everywhere and in every moment of eternity, he raised his eyes to heaven. He saw Heaven in the brightness of lightning, and in the fraction of a second. The indescribable beauty of heaven remained present in his mind, and tormented him in the midst of atrocious tortures. And he saw Abraham up there. Far, but bright and happy… And in his lap, bright and happy, there was also Lazarus, poor Lazarus, once miserable, despised, revolting… And now? He was handsome in the light of God and of his holiness, full of God's love, and admired - not by men, but by the angels of God.


Dives, weeping, cried: "Father Abraham, have mercy on me! As I cannot possibly hope that you will do it yourself, send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and touch my tongue with it, to cool it. For I am in agony in these flames, which pierce me continuously, and burn me!".


Abraham replied: "Remember, son, that you had all good things during your life, whereas Lazarus had all bad things. But he turned evil into good, whereas you did nothing but evil with all the good things. It is therefore just that now he should be comforted here, and that you should suffer. In any case it is not possible to change it. Holy people are spread over the earth so that men may take advantage of them. But if notwithstanding all the opportunities, a man remains what he was - in your case: a demon - it is useless to make recourse to saints. We are now separated. Herbs are mixed when they are in the field. But when they are cut, the good ones are separated from the evil ones�. That is what happens to you and to us. We were together on the earth, you rejected and tortured us in every possible way, you forgot us, and you acted against the law of charity. We are now divided. There is an abyss between you and us, and those who wish to cross it and come to you, cannot do so. Neither can you, where you are, cross the dreadful abyss and come to us".


Dives, crying more loudly, shouted: "Holy father, at least please send Lazarus to my father's house. I have five brothers. I have never understood what love is, not even among relatives. But now I understand what a terrible thing it is not to be loved. And since where I am there is hatred, in the fraction of a second, when my soul saw God, I understood what Love is. I do not want my brothers to suffer the pains which I am suffering. I am terrified, because they are leading the same life as I did. Oh! send Lazarus to tell them where I am, and why I am here. Let them know that hell does exist, that it is dreadful, and that those who do not love God and their neighbour come to hell. Send him! So that they may provide in good time, and may not come here, to this place of eternal torture".


But Abraham replied: "Your brothers have Moses and the Prophets. They should listen to them".


And with a deep groan of a tormented soul, Dives replied: "Oh! Father Abraham! They will be more impressed by a dead person… Listen to me! Have mercy!".


But Abraham said: "If they have not listened to Moses and the Prophets, they will not believe one who has risen from the dead for one hour, to speak words of Truth to them. In any case it is not fair that a blessed soul should leave my bosom, to go and be insulted by the sons of the Enemy. The time of insults is over for such souls. They are now in peace by the order of God, Who sees that it is useless to endeavour to convert those who do not even believe in the word of God, and do not practice it". »


(Vol. 2, p. 262-3)


										





THE HORROR OF HELL





	(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


"…Remember that your mission is to recall certain truths for your brothers and sisters who have forgotten them - to excess. And from this forgetfulness - which is really disdain for eternal truths - many evils come to men…


"The men of this time no longer believe in the existence of Hell. They have invented an afterlife according to their taste, so as to be less terrorizing for their conscience, which is deserving of great punishment. More or less faithful disciples of the Spirit of Evil, they know that their conscience would draw back from certain misdeeds, if it really believed in Hell just the way Faith teaches that it is. They know that their conscience - after committing the misdeed - would turn back upon itself, and find repentance in remorse. And with repentance, they would find the way to return to Me.


"Their malice is instructed by Satan, whose servants or slaves they are, according to their degree of adherence to the desires and suggestions of the Evil One. It does not want these acts of withdrawal and of turning back upon themselves. It thus cancels out faith in Hell as it really is, and manufactures another one � if it goes so far as to manufacture it � which is nothing but a pause to make a dash for other, future elevations.


"It pushes this opinion to the point of believing sacrilegiously that the greatest of all the sinners of mankind, the Iscariot, can be redeemed and come to Me by passing through successive stages. Judas was the favorite son of Satan, a thief as stated in the Gospel�,67 lustful, and anxious for human glory… He became a merchant of the Son of God, for thirty coins, and with the sign of a kiss. For a ridiculous monetary value, and for an infinite emotional value, he placed Me in the hands of the executioners�68…


67 John 12:4�6.


68 Matthew 26:14�16, 47�50; Mark 14:10�11,43�46; Luke 22:3�6, 47�48; John 18:1�3.


"To forgive Judas would be sacrilege for my Divinity, betrayed by him. It would be injustice towards all other men, who are always less blameworthy than he, and are still punished for their sins. It would be contempt for my Blood. And finally, it would be to neglect my laws.


" I, the Triune God, said that what is destined for Hell endures in it for eternity, for people do not emerge from that death to a new resurrection. I said that fire is eternal, and that all the scandalous and the workers of iniquity shall be gathered together in it. And do not think, either, that this will last only until the moment of the end of the world. No, because, on the contrary, after the tremendous review�, that dwelling of weeping and torment will become even more atrocious. Since what is still granted to its lodgers for their amusement � to be able to harm the living ,and to see new damned ones plummeting into the abyss � will no longer exist, and the gate of Satan's iniquitous kingdom shall be riveted shut, bolted by my angels, forever. Forever, forever, a forever whose number of years has no number, and compared to which the grains of sand of all the earth's oceans - if they were to become years - would be less than a day of this immeasurable eternity of mine, made of light and glory on high for the blessed, made of darkness and horror in the depths for the accursed.


"I told you70 that Purgatory is a fire of love. Hell is a fire of severity.


"Purgatory is a place where, while thinking of God - whose Essence has shone for you in the instant of the private judgment, and has filled you with a wish to possess it - you expiate the acts involving a lack of love for the Lord your God. Through love, you conquer Love. And by degrees of increasingly inflamed charity, you wash your robe until making it white and glistening to enter into the kingdom of Light, whose splendors I showed 69 See January 7.


70 See the entries for October 17 and 21, in The Notebooks. 1943


you a few days ago.71


"Purgatory is a place for those being purged, where the thought of God, the memory of God glimpsed in the private judgment, is a holy desire, a grieved but hope�filled longing, a hope full of tranquil expectation of secure peace, which shall reach perfection when it becomes the conquest of God, but which already gives the spirits being purged a cheerful activity in purgation. Because every affliction, every instant of affliction, draws them closer to God, their love. But Hell is a place of remorse, anger, damnation, and hatred. Hatred for Satan, hatred for men, hatred for themselves.


"After having adored Satan in life, in place of Me, they possess him and see his true appearance, no longer hidden behind the bewitching smile of flesh, behind the shining brightness of gold, behind the powerful sign of supremacy. And they hate him, since he is the cause of their torment.


"After forgetting their dignity as children of God, and after having adored men to the point of becoming killers, thieves, swindlers, and merchants of filth for their sake, now they re�encounter their bosses, for whom they have killed, robbed, deceived, and for whom they have sold their honor and the honor of so many unfortunate, weak, defenseless creatures. After making themselves an instrument for the vice which beasts are not familiar with - for lust, the attribute of man poisoned by Satan � now they now hate their bosses, since they are the cause of their torment.


"After having adored themselves - giving flesh, blood, and the seven appetites of their flesh and their blood all satisfactions, trampling on the Law of God and the law of morality - now they hate themselves, since they see themselves to be the cause of their torment.


"The word 'Hatred' covers that boundless kingdom; it roars in those flames; it howls in the cackling laughter of the demons; it sobs and barks in the laments of the damned; it rings and rings and rings like an eternal hammering bell; it blares like an eternal bugle of death; it fills the recesses of that jail with itself; it is in itself torment because, with each of its sounds, it renews 71 On January 10.


the memory of Love lost forever, remorse over having wanted to lose it, and rage over never being able to see it again.


"The dead soul in the midst of those flames - like the bodies thrown onto pyres or into a crematory furnace - twists and shrieks, as if animated again by living movement. It reawakens to understand its error. And it dies and is reborn in every instant, with atrocious sufferings. For remorse kills it in a curse, and killing brings it back to life again for a new torment. The whole crime of having betrayed God, in time, stands before the soul in eternity. The whole error of having refused God, in time, remains present for it forever, for its torment.


"In the fire, the flames simulate the spectres of what they adored in life; the passions are painted in burning brushstrokes with the most appealing appearance. And they shriek and shriek their memento: 'You wanted the fire of the passions. Now receive the fire set aflame by God, whose holy Fire you derided.'


"Fire responds to fire. In Paradise it is the fire of perfect love. In Purgatory it is the fire of purifying love. In Hell it is the fire of offended love. Since the elect loved to perfection, Love gives itself to them in its Perfection. Since those being purged loved in lukewarm fashion, Love becomes a flame to take them to Perfection. Since the accursed burned with all fires � except with the Fire of God � the Fire of God's wrath burns them eternally. And in the fire, there is ice.


"Oh, you cannot imagine what Hell is! Take everything that is man's torment on earth � fire, flame, ice, submerging waters, hunger, sleeplessness, thirst, wounds, illnesses, sores, and death � sum it up into a single amount, and multiply it millions of times. You will have only a shadow of that tremendous truth.


"Sidereal cold will be mixed with the unbearable burning. The damned burned with all human fires, having only spiritual iciness for their Lord God. And ice awaits to freeze them, after fire has salted them like fish set upon a flame to roast. This passing from the burning which dissolves, to the cold which condenses, is a torment in the torment.


"Oh, this is not metaphorical language! For God can cause souls, burdened by the sins committed, to have a sensitivity equal to that of flesh, even before they take on that flesh. You do not know, and do not believe. But in truth I tell you, that it would be better for you to undergo all the torments of my martyrs, rather than one hour of those infernal tortures.


"Darkness will be the third torment. Material darkness and spiritual darkness. To be in darkness forever, after having seen the light of paradise, and to be in the embrace of Darkness, after having seen the Light that is God! To writhe in that dark horror, where only the name of the sin for which they are nailed to that horror, in the glare of the burnt spirit, is illuminated! To find in that continuous agitation of spirits - hating and harming each other - no other support but the desperation making them crazed and increasingly accursed. To feed on it, base themselves on it, and kill themselves with it. It is said that death will nourish death.72 Despair is death, and shall nourish these dead ones in eternity.


"Even I, who created that place, tell you that when I descended there to bring out of Limbo those who awaited my coming�, I, God, experienced horror at that horror. And if something made by God were not immutable - on account of being perfect - I would have wanted to make it less atrocious. For I am Love, and I was pained by that horror.


"And you want to go there.


"Meditate, O children, on these words of mine. The sick are given bitter medicine; the diseased areas of cancer patients are cauterized and cut out. For you, sick and suffering from cancer, this is a surgeon's medicine and cauterization. Do not refuse it. Use it to heal yourselves. The duration of life is not these few days on earth. Life begins when it seems to you to be ending, and it no longer has an end.


"Have it flow on for you in the place where God's light and joy make eternity beautiful, and not where Satan is the eternal Torturer. "


	(Notebooks 1944, p. 76-80).


----------





	(In a brief extract from Mary’s lament, weathering Satan’s attack on the night of Good Friday, Mary says:)


« …I see Hell, the whole of Hell. Now I understand what it means to be damned. It is to be no longer able to say: "Jesus!"  Horrible! Horrible! Horrible!… »


	(Vol. 5, p. 653-4).


	(Jesus approaches a cured demoniac, who is terrified at the memory of being possessed, and who says:)


« …Hell is dreadful! It is nothing but horror… and it is not possible to say what it is… »


The man shivers remembering what he suffered when he was possessed. He trembles, blanches, perspires… »


(Vol. 4, p. 42-3).


										





THE DESCENT OF JUDAS





	(Jesus comments on the trauma of Judas’ last despairing, and his gruesome suicide�…)


« …I solemnly tell you, that if Hell did not already exist and was not perfect in its torments, it would have been created even more dreadful and eternal for Judas. Because of all sinners and damned souls, he is the most damned and the biggest sinner. And throughout eternity, there will be no mitigation of his sentence.


Remorse could have saved him, if he had turned remorse into repentance. But he would not repent. And to the first crime of betrayal - still compatible because of the great mercy that is My loving weakness - he added blasphemy, resistance to the voices of Grace, that still wanted to speak to him through recollections, through terrors, through My Blood and My mantle, through My glances, through the traces of the institution of the Eucharist, through the words of My Mother. He resisted everything. He wanted to resist. As he had wanted to betray. As he wanted to curse. As he wanted to commit suicide.


It is one's will that matters in things. Both in good and in evil. When one falls without the will to continue falling, I forgive…


My Mother - and She was Grace that was speaking, and My Treasurer that was granting forgiveness in My name - said to him: "Repent, Judas. He forgives… " Oh! I would have forgiven him! If he had only thrown himself at the feet of My Mother, saying: "Mercy", She, the Merciful Mother, would have picked him up as a wounded man. And on his satanic wounds - through which the Enemy had imbued him with the Crime - She would have shed Her tears that save, and She would have brought him to Me, to the foot of the Cross, holding him by the hand, so that Satan might not snatch him, and the disciples might not strike him. She would have brought him so that My Blood might fall first of all on him, the greatest of all sinners. And She would have been the admirable Priestess on Her altar, between Purity and Guilt. Because She is the Mother of virgins and saints, but She is also the Mother of sinners.


But he did not want. Meditate on the power of free will, of which you are the absolute arbiters. Through it, you can have Heaven or Hell. Meditate on what persisting in sin means… »


	(Vol. 5, p. 580-1).


----------





	(Jesus says:)


« …Judas' figure has been distorted too much in the course of time. And lately it has been completely perverted. Some schools have sung his praises, as if he had been the second and indispensable author of Redemption. Many also think that he succumbed to a sudden fierce assault of the Tempter. No. Every fall has antecedents in time. The graver the fall, the more it is prepared. Antecedent factors explain the fact. One does not collapse or rise all of a sudden, either in Good or in Evil. There are long insidious factors in descents, and patient holy ones in ascents. Judas' unfortunate drama can teach you so well how to save yourselves, and how to become acquainted with God’s method and His mercy, in saving and forgiving those who descend towards the Abyss.


One does not arrive at the satanic delirium - in which you saw Judas struggle after the Crime - unless one is completely corrupted by Hellish habits, which one has taken up voluptuously for years. When one commits a crime driven by a sudden event - which deranges one's mind - one suffers but is capable of expiation, because some parts of the heart are still free from infernal poison. The world denying Satan - having him so much in itself that it no longer notices him - has absorbed him, and has become part of his ego. To this world, I prove that Satan exists. He is eternal and immutable, in the method employed to make you his victims… »


	(Vol. 4, p. 355-6).


----------





	(After His Resurrection, Jesus appears to His apostles on Mount Tabor, and explains to them His attitude to Judas…)


« …A priest must try to save, by all possible means. And let love always prevail, among the means used to save. Consider that I was not unaware of Judas' horror… But, overcoming all disgust, I treated the wretch as I treated John. You… you will often be spared the bitterness of knowing that nothing is of any use to save a beloved disciple… And you will therefore be able to work without the tiredness that affects someone who knows that everything is useless… One must work even then… always… until everything is accomplished… »


« But You are suffering, Lord!?! Oh! I did not believe that You could suffer any more! You still suffer because of Judas! Forget him Lord! » shouts John, who does not turn his eyes away from his Lord for one moment.


Jesus opens His arms, in His usual attitude of resigned confirmation of a painful fact, and He says: « It is so… Judas has been, and is, the deepest sorrow in the sea of My sorrows. It is the sorrow that remains… The other sorrows have come to an end, with the end of the Sacrifice. But this one remains. I loved him. I consumed Myself in the effort to save him… I was able to open the doors of Limbo and bring out the just, I was able to open the doors of Purgatory and bring out those who were being purified. But the place of horror was closed upon him. In vain I died for him. »


« Do not suffer! Do not suffer! You are glorious, my Lord! Glory and joy to You. You have consumed Your sorrow! » implores John again.


« No one really thought that He could still suffer! » they all say, amazed and moved, whispering to one another.


« And do you not think of how much sorrow My Heart will still have to suffer throughout ages, for every unrepentant sinner, for every heresy that denies Me, for every believer who repudiates Me, for every - torture of all tortures - for every guilty priest, the cause of scandal and ruin? You do not know! You do not know as yet. You will never know fully, until you are with Me in the Light of Heaven. Then you will understand…


In contemplating Judas, I contemplated the chosen ones whose election is changed into ruin through their wicked will… Oh! you who are faithful, you who will form the future priests, remember My sorrow. Grow holier and holier to comfort My sorrow, make them holy so that, as far as possible, there may be no repetition of this sorrow. Exhort, watch, teach, fight, be as heedful as mothers, as untiring as teachers, as vigilant as shepherds, as manlike as warriors, to support the priests that will be formed by you. Ensure, oh! do ensure that the sin of the twelfth apostle may not have too many repetitions in future… Be as I was with you, as I am with you… »


	(Vol. 5, p. 832-3).


										





CHOICES OF LIFE OR DEATH





	(Jesus says:)


« …Most men lack the will of Goodness, and consequently Goodness becomes sterile and dies, or lives so poorly that it does not leaven: it remains as it was. There is no grave fault. But there is not even the effort to do the greatest good. The spirit thus lies inactive, and unfruitful.


Bear in mind, that not to do evil serves only to avoid Hell. To enjoy, at once, beautiful Paradise, one must do good. It is essential. As much good as one can do, struggling against oneself and other people… »  (Vol. 4, p. 16).


----------





	(Jesus tells a parable of a father who gave two coins to each of his many sons, to do with as they wanted. The sons go away, and later return to the father to tell him of their many and varied experiences. Jesus says: )


« …The Father in Heaven is symbolised by the father of the large family. The two coins given by the father, to each of his children before sending them into the world, are: time and free will. God grants these to every man to be used as he wishes, after being taught and perfected by the Law and the examples of just people. Everyone receives the same gifts. But every man makes use of them as he wishes.


Some treasure up time, means, education, wealth, everything, for a good purpose - and remain holy and sound, the owners of increased riches. Some begin well, then become tired and lose everything. Some do nothing, as they expect other people to do it. Some accuse the Father of their mistakes; some repent and are willing to make amends; some do not repent, accusing and cursing as if their ruin has been brought about by other people. 


God grants rewards to the just at once. He grants mercy to those who repent, and time to expiate, so that they may achieve a reward through repentance and expiation. And He admonishes and punishes those who trample on love through impenitence, the consequence of their sins. He gives every man what is due to him.


So do not waste the two coins: time and free will, but make the right use of them to be on the right hand side of the Father. And if you fail, repent and have faith in Merciful Love… »  (Vol. 4, p. 67-8).


----------





(Two further parables on this theme:)


“The cross-roads of life” (Vol. 3, p. 664-8); and “The two sons, and the Ten Commandments”   (Vol. 4, p. 220-4).
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