LIVING AND SURVIVING IN A HOSTILE WORLD 





Whether we like it or not, a whole new era of communication technology and market forces has descended upon the world, with all its upsides and downsides. It was precisely to address the challenges, that the Holy Father convoked the recent Consistory of Cardinals in Rome. In his closing address, Pope John Paul II commented:

“While globalisation offers the advantage of bringing peoples and cultures closer together, making innumerable messages more accessible to every one, it does not facilitate discernment and a mature synthesis, fostering a relativist attitude, which makes it more difficult to accept Christ as the way, truth and life…”�

Part One of this supplement uses material from the Internet as a springboard for a lesson about Socrates, followed by what Jesus Himself said - through the pages of The Poem of the Man-God - about this Greek philosopher. This offers a wonderful opportunity to read a beautiful instruction from Jesus about the human soul.

	In Part Two, dictations from Jesus and Azariah (Maria’s Guardian Angel) invite a reflection on one of the undersides of the way some mass-communication technologies are misused, and about which Jesus also has some important messages for “wonder-seekers”. Man is the “eternal savage”, and a ready prey to the wiles of the demon, who is always “circling around”, enticing man’s curiosity, excitement and vanity. searching for prodigies and sensual pleasure.

	The short message from Jesus in Part Three should “hose down” any illusions we might have of reasoning with the demon, and help us realise how inadequate we are to cope with difficulties in this life without God’s help.

	The passages below have been taken from Volumes 1, 3, 4 and 5 of The Poem of the Man-God, the 1943 Notebooks, The Book of Azariah, and The End Times and the Writings of Maria Valtorta.

																																					



�1. SOCRATES, JESUS, AND THE SOUL OF MAN



What a professor says about Socrates�:

If Socrates Could Speak to the World Today...

He´d Question the Wisdom of a Global Market.



More than two millenniums after his death, Socrates still has a lot to teach the world. 

So said Father Fernando Pascual, in his opening address at a congress on "Socrates and His Philosophic Value," held last Friday at the Regina Apostolorum Pontifical University. 

"Socrates died because he could not stop preaching his disturbing message, because he believed in his mission," said Father Pascual, a professor. 

After hearing his sentence, Socrates told his Athenian judges: "The hour has come for us to go, I to death and you to life; only God knows which one of us is going to a better end" ("Apologia," 42a). 

ZENIT interviewed Father Pascual, a professor, about the philosopher who died in 399 B.C. 

--Q: What would Socrates say today to people today? 

--Father Pascual: Socrates would pose a series of questions. "How is it possible that you can be so sure of the global market, and so unsure of what virtue and duty are? How is it possible that you get up every morning to earn a bit more money, when you still don't know what justice is, and how it is possible to live in peace with yourself and others? 

"How is it possible that you anxiously read so much news of what happens outside yourself, when you are unable to control one moment of anger, of profound rancor, and consent to a moment of disloyal pleasure?" 

--Q: What are the similarities and differences between Socrates' and Christ's deaths? 

--Father Pascual: Socrates accepted death, despite the fact he knew it was unjust. Christ knows that the sentence is unjust, but responds with a greater love and accepts it for love of humanity. 

Socrates is lacking this dimension of love for others, but he expresses fidelity to himself, which also has the value of witness. He wants his disciples to understand that he is faithful to the law. Agreements must be respected, in order to live civilly, and Socrates respects them to the end; he does not flee, not even when he is unjustly condemned. 

We have much more in Christ, because his death means salvation for all -- even though many times there has been an attempt to make Christ a simple model of morality, as Kant did. Jesus' death has salvific significance. Christ saves, something Socrates cannot do. Socrates can only witness to a value. Christ, however, incarnates a value and gives us the strength to live it. His death is a total giving. 

Moreover, it is necessary to consider the way in which the two speak of their enemies. Contrary to Christ, Socrates does not forgive. Perhaps Socrates intended to forgive, but in the "Apologia" there is no trace of this feeling. Socrates said to the judges who voted his death: "Be careful, because my disciples will now attack you." 

Christ, however, does not preach vengeance. His disciples were the first to forgive and evangelize their very enemies. There is a radical difference in this also. 

--Q: John Paul II's last encyclical calls for the rebirth of Christian philosophy. What does Socrates say in this connection? 

--Father Pascual: Socrates teaches the value of humble research, because he knows that we human beings cannot exhaust learning. Socrates says that human learning is weak. There is a wonderful passage in which Socrates says: "I can do four things, when I cannot find the truth: trust experience, trust a teacher, find any argument and see if it is consistent in itself; or trust divine revelation." 

Socrates keeps all these possibilities open and demonstrates that, even if the spirit is not open, it can open itself to transcendence. 

Q: What do you think is Socrates' legacy to us? 

--Father Pascual: Socrates went out to meet death. Later, the judges who condemned him also died. In the next life, we will know which of the two deaths was more beautiful. However, we already know and are certain that it is better to die poor and just than rich and dishonest. This could be the legacy left to us by Socrates. This must be a rule of life for us all, men and women, if we want the new millennium to be more just and happy. 

----------

The Soul of Man 



	(Jesus is talking with John of Endor, an old, retired school-teacher, who feels despondent in his suffering, and of no use to anybody. Jesus says:)

« …It is silly, John, to quote wise authors to you, a school master, but I would remind you of Gorgias of Leontina. He taught that one does not expiate, in this life or in the next one, but through sorrow and suffering. And I would remind you also of our great Socrates: "To disobey who is above us, be it god or a man, is evil and shameful". Now, if it was right to do so for an unjust judgement, passed by unjust men, what will it be if done by order of the most holy Man and of our God? Obedience is a great thing, simply because it is obedience. So, most great is the obedience to a holy order, which I consider, and you must consider with me, a great mercy… »  (Vol. 3, p. 207)

----------

	(At another time, Jesus meets a group of Romans who had met some of His disciples, and who now were searching for Him, to ask some questions…)

« Forgive us, Master, if we annoy You with our inquisitiveness. But it is a good inquisitiveness, because it seeks the Truth with love... Today we wanted to learn from Your disciples the truth concerning a doctrine, which was already mentioned by ancient philosophers of Greece, and which You - so we are told - are now preaching once again, making it more extensive and beautiful. Eunice, my wife, spoke to some Judaeans who had heard You, and she repeated Your words to me. Eunice, You know, is Greek and learned, and she knows the words of the wise men of her country. She found a resemblance between Your words and those of a great Greek philosopher. And Your words have also reached Ephesus. As we came to this port - some on business, and some to celebrate the rite - we found ourselves among friends, and we talked. Business does distract people from thinking also of other higher matters. After filling our emporia and holds, we have time to resolve our doubt. You say that a soul is eternal. Socrates said that It is immortal. Do You know the words of the Greek master? »

« No. I did not study in the schools of Rome and Athens. But tell Me. I will understand you just the same. I am acquainted with the thought of the Greek philosopher.  »

« Socrates - contrary to what we Romans believe, and also to what your Sadducees think - states and maintains that man has a soul, and that it is immortal. Consequently he says that death is nothing but liberation for the soul, that passes from prison to a free place, where it joins those whom it loved. There it meets the wise men - with whose wisdom it was acquainted - and great people: heroes and poets. And it no longer finds injustice or sorrow. Instead, there is eternal happiness in a peaceful residence, open to the immortal souls which lived in justice. What do You say, Master? »

« I solemnly tell you that the Greek master, although in the error of a false religion, was stating the truth, saying that the soul is immortal. As a searcher after truth and a lover of Virtue, he heard the Voice of the unknown God whisper in the depth of his soul: the Voice of the True God, of the Only God: the Most High Father from Whom I come to take men to the Truth. Man has a soul, One, True, Eternal, Mistress, worthy of reward and of punishment. It is entirely his. Created by God, it is destined in God's Thought to go back to God. You, Gentiles, devote yourselves too much to the cult of your bodies. The human body is really a wonderful work, on which there is the mark of the eternal Finger. You admire your minds too much; man's mind is a jewel enclosed in the coffer of his head, from which it sends forth its sublime beams. (You are) a great celestial gift of God Creator, Who made you according to His Thought with regard to your figure - that is, a perfect work of organs and members - and He gave you His likeness, with His Thought and Spirit.

But the perfection of the likeness is in the Spirit. Because God has no members or dull flesh, as He is not subject to sensuality or incentive of lust. He is a most pure Spirit, He is eternal, perfect, immutable, indefatigable in acting, and continuously reviving in His works, which He paternally adapts to the ascending march of His creature. The spirit - created in all men by the same Source of power and bounty - knows no variation of the original perfection, but knows many of them after it is infused in the body. One only is the uncreated and most perfect Spirit, and it has always been such. Three are the spirits that were created perfect and... »

« You are one, Master.  »

« Not I. In My body I have the divine Spirit that was not created, but was generated by the Father through exuberance of Love. And I have the soul created for Me by the Father, as I am, now, the Man. A perfect soul as befits the Man-God. But I am speaking of other spirits. »

« Which, then? »

« The two first parents from whom the race descends; they were created perfect, and then they voluntarily fell into imperfection. The third one - created for the delight of God and of the Universe - is too superior to the possibilities of thought and faith of the present world to be pointed out to you. As I was saying, the spirits - created by the same Source with the same degree of perfection - are subject, through their own will and merit, to a double metamorphosis. »

« So You admit a second life? »

« There is but one life. In it, the soul - which was originally made in God's likeness - passes, through justice faithfully practised in everything, to a more perfect likeness. I would say that it passes to a second creation of itself, whereby it evolves towards a double likeness to its Creator, becoming capable of possessing holiness, which is the perfection of justice, and the likeness of children to the Father. It is to be found in the blessed souls, that is in those who your Socrates says live in Hades. Whereas I say that when Wisdom will have spoken its words and signed them with its blood, they will be the blessed souls of Paradise, that is, of the Kingdom of God. »

« And where are they now? »

« In expectation. »

« Of what? »

« Of the Sacrifice. Of Forgiveness. Of Liberation. »

« They say that the Messiah will be the Redeemer, and that You are such... Is it true? »

« It is true. It is I Who am speaking to you. »

« So, You will have to die? Why, Master? The world is in such great need of Light, and You want to leave it? »

« You, a Greek, are asking Me this? You, who are dominated by Socrates' words? »

« Master, Socrates was a just man. You are holy. Consider how much the Earth needs holiness. »

« It will be raised to the ten thousandth power for each sorrow, for each wound, and for each drop of My Blood. »

« By Jove! Never was there a Stoic� greater than You, as You do not just preach the contempt of life, but You are preparing Yourself to throw it away. »

« I do not despise life. I love it as the most useful thing, to buy the salvation of the world. »

« But You are too young, Master, to die! »

« Your philosopher says that what is holy is dear to the gods, and you said that I am holy. If I am holy, I must long to go back to the Holiness from Which I came. So I am never young enough not to have such longing. Socrates also says that he who is holy, loves to do things pleasant to the gods. What is more pleasant than restoring, to the embrace of the Father, the children whom sin had banished, and giving man peace with God, the source of all wealth? »

« You say that You do not know Socrates' words. How come then that You know the ones You have spoken? »

« I know everything. The thoughts of men, when they are good thoughts, are nothing but the reflection of a thought of Mine. When a thought is not good, it is not Mine, but I have read it in the succession of times. And I knew, I know and will know, when it was, is and will be spoken. I know. »

« Lord, come to Rome, the light of the world. You are surrounded by hatred here. You will be surrounded by veneration there.  »

« It would surround man, not the Master of the supernatural. I have come for the supernatural. I must bring it to the children of the People of God, although they are the most stubborn against the Word. »

« So Rome and Athens will not have You? »

« They will have Me. Be not afraid. They will have Me. Those who want Me will have Me. »

« But if they are going to kill You...  »

« The spirit is immortal. The spirit of every man is immortal. Will Mine not be so, the Spirit of the Son of God? I will come with My active Spirit... I will come... I can see numberless crowds and the Houses erected in My Name... I am everywhere... I will speak in cathedrals and in hearts... My evangelization will know no rest... The Gospel will travel all over the Earth... all good people towards Me... and there... I go by at the head of My multitude of saints, and I lead it to Heaven. Come to the Truth...  »

« Oh! Lord! Our souls are enveloped in formulae and errors. How can we open the doors to them? »

« I will unlock the doors of Hell, I will open the doors of your Hades and of My Limbo. And will I not be able to open yours? Say: "I want it" and like locks made with wings of butterflies, they will collapse as if they were pulverised at the passing of My Ray. »

« Who will come in Your Name? »

« See that man who is coming here, with the other fellow who is little more than a teenager? They will come to Rome, and to the world. And many more with them. As solicitous as they are now for My love - that spurs them and gives them no rest but beside Me - they will come, for the sake of those redeemed by My Blood, to gather you together and lead you to the Light. Peter! John! Come here. I think I have finished, and I can be with you. Have you anything else to tell Me? »

« Nothing else, Master. We will go away, taking Your words with us. »

« May they germinate within you with eternal roots. Go. Peace be with you. »

« Hail, Master. »

And the vision ends…

(Maria Valtorta writes…)

Of my own I wish to add that the conversation of Jesus with the Gentiles took place along the sea-front of a seaside-town. In the moonlight one could see very clearly the calm waves lap the rocks of the breakwater of a large port full of ships. I could not mention this before because the group spoke all the time, and if I had described the place I would have lost the thread of the conversation. They spoke, walking up and down a long stretch of the seafront near the port. The place is solitary, as there are no passengers, and the seafarers have all gone back to the boats, the red lamps of which can be seen shining like rubies in the night. I do not know which town it is. It is certainly beautiful and important�.  (Vol. 3, p. 767-71)

----------

	(At Aphek, Jesus is addressing a crowd of mixed races and beliefs, when an argument breaks out about Jesus’ divinity. There are some from Sidon who defends Jesus…)

« Wise people are poor because they are honest. Philosophers are not clad in gold and arrogance like your false rabbis and priests. » And one gathers that they are not Jews, but Gentiles from various countries, who are by chance in Palestine or naturalised there, but still pagan-minded.

« Impious people! »

« You are impious, because you do not even perceive the divinity of His thought » reply some.

« You do not deserve to have Him. But, by Jove! We condemned Socrates and we suffered the consequences of that. I say, mind what you do. Be careful lest you should be struck by the gods, as we were several times » shouts one, certainly a Greek.

« Ah! Gentiles defending the king of Israel! »  (And the argument continues until Jesus restores order and silence…)  (Vol. 4, p. 256)

----------

	(Jesus is being interrogated by Pontius Pilate, who asks if He aspires to becoming a king�. Jesus replies:)

« My Kingdom does not come from this world. If it were a kingdom of this world, My ministers and my soldiers would have fought to prevent the Jews from arresting Me. But My Kingdom is not of the Earth. And you know that I do not seek power. »

« That is true. I know. I have been told. But You do not deny that You are a king? »

« You assert it. I am a King. That is why I came into the world: to bear witness to the Truth. Those who are on the side of the Truth listen to My voice. »

« What is the Truth? Are You a philosopher? It does not serve when facing death. Socrates died just the same. »

« But it served him in his lifetime, to live honestly. And also to die well. And to enter into the other life without being called a traitor of civic virtues. »

« By Jove! » Pilate looks at Him for some moments full of admiration…  (Vol. 5, p. 560)

										



2. WONDER-SEEKERS



	(Jesus comments on John 2:23-5:)

"Man is the eternal savage and the eternal child. To be attracted and seduced, especially in what is good - for his corrupted nature leads him to accept evil readily, and to accept good with difficulty - he needs prodigies. The prodigy shakes and exalts him. It's a knock pushing him onto the fringes of Good.

"'Onto the fringes', I said. I knew that those who believed - on account of my miracles - were on the fringes. To be there does not mean to be on my Way. It means to be curious or interested spectators, ready to drift away when the advantage ceases and a danger looms up, and to become accusers and enemies - just as before they showed themselves to be admirers and friends. Man is ambiguous until he belongs entirely to God.

"I see into the depth of hearts. I thus did not trust the admirers for an hour, the believers for an instant. They would not be the true confessors, my witnesses. Nor did I need witnesses. My works witnessed for Me, and the Father witnessed to them, He who is Perfection and Truth eternally.

"This is why John says that I did not need others to witness for Me. Others aside from the Father and Myself…"

(N43, p. 144, July 6, 1943.)

----------

	(Azariah comments on a Sunday Epistle�:)

"…God is always there. And God is always the Father. Do not weep, then, 0 you that are anxious, because there is one who wants to allay your anxieties: God. Always be his children, and He will always be your Father. To be his children it is necessary to be 'sober and keep watch, for the devil, your adversary, is circling round you like a roaring lion seeking to devour. Resist him, strong in faith, knowing that your brothers, scattered around the world, undergo the same sufferings as you.'

"Oh, Peter was familiar with the sudden attacks of the Adversary! And he knew that it was necessary to be sober in all things, so as to remain awake to repel him. Sobriety does not involve just food or drink. There are the intellectual and spiritual varieties, just as necessary to save oneself from Satan. One does not have to drink and eat like a glutton, and then satisfy - without measure - hunger and thirst for knowledge, and go seeking to drink at the founts of all human successes and praises. One does not have to commit excesses at the table or in other satisfactions of a corporal nature, in the spiritual field. But one does, however, cause charity to degenerate into sentimentalism, piety into quietism, or into a search for the emotional thrill of mysticism. Such a thrill is sterile. Because it excites the senses, but does not increasingly and continuously renew the spirit in goodness. And it gets intoxicated with these outward appearances - piling up one after another - to receive praise from men on this account, and engage in self�praise. He then shatters the beautiful sobriety, which involves not just the palate and the stomach, but - above all - the mind and the spirit, contrary to the threefold lust, the reason for all the ruins of souls.

"Be sober. Content yourselves with your 'daily bread' � that is, what God gives us � and do not wish for more. He knows what is sufficient for you. To want more, and procure more, produces venom. For this imprudent 'more' is composed of harmful and not blessed food…"

(Azariah, p. 160-1, June 30, 1946.)

----------

	(Jesus says:)

	"I am God. As for those who want to see wonders to satisfy their foolishness and their corrupt spirits - ‘all that dwell upon the Earth’ as John the apostle calls them� - they turn to the Beast, which will give them what they yearn after…"  (End Times…, p. 147, March 1949.)

										



3. DEBATING WITH THE ENEMY



	(Jesus says:)

« Nowadays, as twenty centuries ago, those to whom I reveal Myself will contradict one another. Once again I am the sign that is rejected�. Not with regard to Myself, but with regard to what I stir up in them. Good people, those of good will, will have the good reactions of the shepherds and of humble people. The others will react in a wicked manner, like the scribes, the Pharisees, the Sadducees and priests of those days. One gives what one has. A good person who comes in touch with wicked people provokes a surge of greater wickedness in them. And judgement will be passed on men as it was done on Good Friday, according to how they have judged, accepted and followed the Master, Who with a fresh attempt of infinite mercy has made Himself known once again… »  (Vol. 4, p. 828)

----------

	(Jesus tells of meeting with Satan in the desert�:)

« You saw how I behaved. Silence and prayer. Silence. Because if Satan performs his work of a seducer and comes round us, we must put up with the situation without any foolish impatience or cowardly fears. We must react with resolution to his presence, and with prayer to his allurements.

It is useless to debate with Satan. He would win, because he is strong in his dialectics. Only God can beat him. So you must have recourse to God, that He may speak for you, through you. You must show Satan that Name and that Sign, not so much written on paper or engraved on wood, but written and engraved in your hearts. My Name, My Sign. You should answer back to Satan, using the word of God, only when he insinuates that he is like God. He cannot bear that.

Then after the struggle, there comes victory. And the angels serve and defend the winner from Satan's hatred. They restore him with celestial dews, with the Grace that they pour with full hands into the heart of the faithful son, with a blessing that caresses his soul.

One must be determined to defeat Satan, and have faith in God, and in His help. Faith in the power of prayer, and in the Lord's bounty. Then Satan can do no harm.

Go in peace… »  (Vol. 1, p. 252)
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� See Web-site: http://www.zenit.org 24th May 2001,

    Item ZE01052406.

� Rome, April 3, 2001 http://www.zenit.org ZE01040304.

� Member of an ancient Greek school of philosophy, seek

    ing virtue and control of one’s passions.

� Footnote: It is the town of Joppa, as mentioned at the

    end of Chapter 403.

� Mt. 27:11; Mk. 15:2;  Lk. 23:3;  Jn. 18:33-8.

� 1Pet. 5:6-11, June 30, 1946.

� Rev. 13:8.

� Lk. 2:33-5.

� Mt. 4:1-11;  Mk. 1:12-13;  Lk. 4:1-13.






