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E-BULLETIN NO. 68, DECEMBER 2012
MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP 
 11 Best Street, Ringwood, Vic. 3134,  Australia.
Tel. +61 3 9879 7853   E-mail:  david@valtorta.org.au
Web-site:  www.valtorta.org.au
 (Jesus to Maria): “Let us turn to the little sheep, seeking to be

acquainted with their Master. It is I, and you are the staff,

leading them to Me.” (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 246)
“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” 

– Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)

        New email address: david@valtorta.org.au ; Web-site: www.valtorta.org.au
EDITORIAL
Dear Readers’ Group Members,

This bulletin contains a “Thank you” for the generous contributions from Readers’ Group members towards the Sisters in Zambia, whose community suffered from a fire in one of their convents, and includes a tribute to Bishop Roman Danylak, a devoted fan of Maria Valtorta, who died in Toronto, Canada on 7th October. It also recalls a CD entitled “The Chaplet of the Holy Family”, recorded 11 years ago, includes passages of interactions between Maria and Padre Pio, and has some heart-warming letters, especially concerning the booklet: “The Many Meanings of Love”.

The bulletin’s supplement contains the 10th and final instalment of “For Spiritual Nourishment and Survival” from Maria Valtorta’s Other Writings, and the first of a new series of Jesus’ dictations from Maria Valtorta’s Quadernetti (The Little Notebooks), a 267-page publication yet to be translated from Italian into English.

We lead this issue with one of the most important messages I’ve received, from an Australian member who remains anonymous. It’s about FASTING, and he says:
 “I’ve struggled with two sins in my life for over 30 years - sins that I believe separated me from God. I would always justify them as not hurting anyone. Yet I believe they were hurtful to Jesus and to my own soul.

“The influence of the world, plus habits and scars experienced at young ages, sets us up for future bondage - as I have become aware.

“I guess a habit is like someone running a piece of metal back and forth over a piece of wood or stone daily for a long time. It makes a groove.

“Our habits make up who we are and our character. They are very hard things to change, no matter that I read the bible and Valtorta in the past.

“Then one day I read a book by Wayne Weible about Fasting, which I got from David Murray and the Readers’ Group. I now understand one of my mistakes.

“With prayer we keep our eyes on the goal and meditate on Jesus’ passion daily. I was shocked when it was pointed out in the book that Jesus did not say “if we pray and fast”, but “when we pray and fast”, indicating an obligation. Then I read that some demons (e.g. bondages) can only be broken through fasting and prayer, and this was a reminder to me.

“It all made sense, and it was very hard at first. But I do believe it freed me finally from the demon that had me in bondage for most of my adult life in the sin of impurity, and I have since been free for over 2 years without relapse. But it is important to be vigilant.

“I now try to pray every day without excuses, and try never to miss Mass. My marriage has taken a great turn for the better, ever since.
“Temptation is never lacking in today’s world, but I found the strength to overcome it, thanks to this little book.

What a blessing this little book has been.”
(I’ve purchased a supply of this little 103-page: “The Medjugorje Fasting Book” by Wayne Weible, and it is now available from the Readers’ Group. Its cost (in $Aust) is $12.50 ($11.25 pensioners etc.), plus $1.40 postage.)

A Thank You from Zambia


Many heartfelt thanks to all the Readers’ Group members who contributed so generously to our appeal for the sisters in Zambia, whose community suffered the loss of one of their convents in a fire, earlier this year. A total of $Aust. 7,761 has been passed on to the sisters so far, and Sister Christine Kabumbu has sent the following message:

“There is a lot of progress on the construction of the convent which was burnt. The new house is almost on roof level and it is being built not far from the old one. There has been a good response from within as well, and there is good progress in constructions. 

“I thank all members who made contributions both in financial terms as well as prayers.
“Wishing you God’s blessings.”

A Prayer for the Salvation of the Dying

(This is a prayer I pray every morning – Ed.)


A thousand millions and millions of times, O my Jesus, have mercy. Have mercy, O my Jesus, for every dying person until the end of the world.


A thousand millions and millions of times we offer to the Heavenly Father the Most Precious Blood of Jesus for every dying person, until the end of the world, and we cover them with the Most Precious Blood of Jesus and with the Immaculate and Sorrowful Heart of Mary and with Her bitter Tears, in order that the cruel enemy cannot have any power over them. Amen.
Vale Bishop Roman Danylak

It is with sadness that we announce the passing into eternity of His Grace, Most Rev. Bishop Roman Danylak. Bishop Roman was called home by the Lord on Sunday, October 7, 2012 - the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary - at approximately 5:20 p.m.
Bishop Danylak was a great devotee of Our Lady, and a prolific reader of the writings of Maria Valtorta, to the English translations of which he gave his Imprimatur in 1998. He has been a special contributor to some of our Readers’ Group publications, and personally launched our Mary, Mother of the Redeemer and the Church book in Toronto in 2008.
Bishop Danylak was born in Toronto in 1930 and ordained to the priesthood in 1957 at St. Josaphat's Seminary Chapel in Rome. He was a Doctor of Canon Law, and was present at the Second Vatican Council in Rome.

After completing his studies, Bishop Danylak returned home and became chancellor of the Toronto eparchy for 25 years. In 1992 he was appointed Apostolic Administrator of the Ukrainian Catholic eparchy of Toronto and Eastern Canada, and ordained as Titular Bishop of Nyssa in 1993 at St. Michael's Cathedral in Toronto. He later spent some years in Rome, in charge of the Patriarchal Basilica of Saint Mary Major.
When his health began to fail, Bishop Roman returned to his native Toronto. During this time, although unable to dedicate himself to active ministry due to health reasons, he developed the apostolate of prayer at his home. Bishop Danylak's sister owned and lived in a house in Toronto and gave her brother an apartment downstairs. There he set up a chapel in one of its rooms, where he had Mass there every day, and where there were always people coming for Mass and attending his weekly prayer group.

The bishop was laid to rest at St. Volodymyr Cemetery in Oakville, Ontario, on Oct. 11th.

----------

(Bishop Danylak writes about testimonies, from Church leaders, of Maria Valtorta’s writings, then he says:)
I wish to add to these testimonies my own experiences in reading these lives of Christ and of His Blessed Mother. Maria’s masterly treatment of the story develops with the conception of the Blessed Virgin to St. Anne, Her birth, the Annunciation and birth of Christ, the public life of Jesus, His teachings and miracles, through the events preceding the Passion, the Passion itself, the glorious Resurrection and Ascension, the Descent of the Holy Spirit, and the early life of the Church until the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin. This story surpasses the genius of many of the great writers of world literature. Her presentation of the cast of hundreds of characters… transcends the capacities of even the most genial and gifted of writers. And in all of this, she does not confuse persons, events, and places. Through her, the reader enters into the very hearts of Jesus and His Mother. This work – call it Poem or Dictations of Jesus – is not only faithful to the Gospel, but it is the Gospel of Christ expanded. It is a gift of Christ for these, our days, when Jesus is maligned, denied, spurned, persecuted: in His Church, and in a world that is rapidly becoming submerged in the apostasy of faith.

Bishop Danylak refers to the noted Mariologist, Fr. Roschini, who availed himself of the writings of Valtorta for his course in Mariology in the 1970s at the Pontifical Gregorian University. His course notes became the basis for his final and definitive book on Mariology, The Virgin Mary in the Writings of Maria Valtorta.
(Bishop Danylak concludes by saying:)
“As a priest and bishop of the eastern Church, as I prayed the Divine Office of the Byzantine Church - that has faithfully preserved the names and the early Christian traditions of the protagonists of the early apostolic community and the disciples of Christ - I was surprised to find them alive, as real living personalities: friends and disciples of Jesus from His infancy, His adolescence, and the mature years of His public life.

“Maria had never studied scriptures, or the archaeology and geography of Palestine. She did not peruse the Divine Office of the Roman, still less of the eastern, Church. The Lord accepted the generous sacrifice of her cross, and of dying to herself. And He gave to us, through her, this precious gift of the total Gospel, for this our day.”

----------

With the spirits who have reached their end, give repose, O Saviour, to the soul of Your most faithful servant, Bishop Danylak, keeping him in the happiness of life in Your presence. Amen.
Gifts and Responsibility

(People sometimes say to me: “You’re doing a wonderful job, David” – or similar words. I usually reply: “In relation to the gifts I’ve been given, perhaps 10 times more is expected of me. Only God can decide that.” And I remember what Mary said to Maria Valtorta:)

« The gift of God must increase our goodness. The more we receive from Him, the more we must give. Because the more we receive, the more obvious it is that He is with us and within us. And the more He is with us and within us, the more we must endeavour to reach His perfection.  »  (The Poem… Vol. 1, p. 110)
…Every one to whom much is given,

of him will much be required…  Lk. 12:48b

May you have a blessed and joyful Christmas and a happy and Grace-filled New Year, and may God bless and keep you all,


David D Murray


Assistant convenor.

MARIA VALTORTA AND PADRE PIO
(On 13th May 1943, Maria Valtorta writes:)

...I have seen and spoken (while dreaming) to Padre Pio of Pietralcina. I saw him, also while dreaming, in ecstasy, after Holy Mass; I have seen his penetrating gaze and observed on my hand the scar of the stigmata when he took me by the hand. And, not dreaming but wide awake, I have smelled his fragrance. No garden bursting with flowers in full bloom can give off the celestial scents which filled my room on the night between July 25 and 26, 1941, and on the afternoon of September 21, 1942, precisely when a friend of ours was speaking about me to Father (I did not know that he had left for San Giovanni Rotondo12). On both occasions I later obtained the graces requested. The fragrance was perceived by Marta, too.13 It was so strong that it woke her up. It then ceased as suddenly as it had come... (Notebooks 1943, p. 27)
(On 25th July 1944 Maria writes:)

Yesterday there was no dictation. Rest for my weary shoulders, crushed by abundant writing in recent days. But not an absence of heavenly favors.

First of all, a lot of peace, and then the visible presence of my Heavenly Friends and their caresses and ‑ perceptible to others as well ‑ that scent of roses…
I think it is brought by some "Friend", or comes with the blessing of Padre Pio.564 But I do not know exactly. And I greet it every time with a thanksgiving, saying, "Whoever you are, thank you for your perceptible protection." For I feel protected when I am in the midst of those fragrances, even more than usual. As if I were in the arms of someone who loves me with the perfection of a saint...

(Notebooks 1944, p. 469)
 (The following message, from the Maria Valtorta Foundation in Italy, was received early in October:)

On Saturday, October 13 at 11:00, there will be launched in Viareggio, a square dedicated to the mystic Maria Valtorta (1897-1961), known worldwide for her writings, particularly The Gospel was Revealed to Me, a work in 10 volumes translated into 30 languages.

The square that will be named is located at the beginning of Via Fratti from the north side of the city, bordering the Lido di Camaiore. In a house on the same street Fratti, but a kilometer to the city center, at number 253, Maria Valtorta lived from 1924 to 1961.

The inauguration ceremony will be attended by representatives of civil and religious authorities, and the president of the Foundation Maria Valtorta, Don Ernesto Zucchini, will deliver a short speech for the occasion.

In the afternoon of the same October 13, in the boardroom of Viareggio, will take place instead the IV National Congress of Studies Valtortiani also organized by the Foundation Maria Valtorta. This year's theme is: "The person of Mary in Maria Valtorta."

Admission is free and all are welcome to attend.

Foundation Maria Valtorta

From the Archives:  “Soul to Soul”

    (In what is perhaps one of the most significant teachings offered to us in these extracts, Azariah – Maria’s Guardian Angel, describes the hidden work of souls, communicating with other souls.)

"Souls seek God. It often seems to you that they do not. You do not know the spiritual sufferings of a soul enclosed in a body and subject to thoughts which are hostile to God. Those who possess these disheartened souls do not themselves notice the tears of their blinded, chained soul, going about in distress, in search of the Light... [Sometimes a soul receives] mysterious words to bear off with itself in secret. Words which seem to have been spoken and received in vain, and which sometimes reappear on one’s deathbed and win the final battle, delivering a spirit to God.

"Many words are not needed. Sometimes none. To see one another - a glance. Your eyes gaze in a way that is no longer earthly. You look, but it is not you - Christ looks through you. You see, but you do not see the man in front of you. You see his soul with your soul... While your lips are silent, your soul loves. And by loving, it caresses and comforts the embittered, sick, irate soul speaking to you. You also speak sometimes and say commonplace words to commonplace listeners, from whom you want to keep your secret hidden. But ... now and then a spiritual gem falls from your lips, like a spark escaping from the Fire possessing you. And the one speaking with you receives it and meditates upon it, and his soul awakens, reflects, and sometimes decides.

"Nothing from the works of love is ever lost ... Yes, there are many, too many, who live as enemies of the Cross of Christ ... But they are often only savage souls, or have been made savage by a combination of circumstances. They do not know. They are not aware. They thus do not love and do not distinguish. Priests are of no use to them ... The Sacraments are useless for them..."

(Azariah describes the fear a savage might have for a ship, an aeroplane, a missionary, or a doctor’s serum.)

  
“Do not, therefore, be amazed if the spiritual savages, dwelling in your midst, fear and hate, shun and rage against what is of the spirit and the Church, and live in their brute ignorance. They are unfortunates. They do not go to the spiritual streams. They see them - for they are conspicuous - and shun them. But who avoids drinking from a fresh jet emerging from a mountainside? It seems so humble, so devoid of all miraculous power. There is no suspicion or precaution against it. People drink from its freshness. And Grace enters this way, unnoticed, where it would have entered in no other manner.

"Many who were enemies of the Cross, and live for their bellies and the things of the earth, stop being such, through the secret operations of the secret missionaries of the civilised world that you are, instruments of God.

"Many, too, hate you - those in whom Satan reigns... But disregard this; do not be afraid of them ... And be steadfast in your work.

"If you do not find anyone to lend you a hand among the priests of Christ, do as Paul exhorts his faithful companion and his Philippians to do, with Syntika (Phil. 3:17-21, 4:1-3) and Evodia. Be steadfast, considering that your names are written in the book of life (Ex. 32:32;  Ps. 69:28). For you live, work, suffer, and die for the glory of God and the knowledge of the Gospel."
[Book of Azariah, pp. 270-2 (1993 Edition), 280-2 (2008 Edition)]

“Chaplet of the Holy Family”

Some 11 years ago a recording of this “Chaplet” was made, drawing together 50 pearls of wisdom from these two booklets: “Marriage and Family Life, with Jesus, Mary and Joseph”, and “The Strength and Value of Woman”. These 50 passages are  interspersed in Rosary-type format (as in the “Gospel Meditated Rosary” 4xCD set), between the Hail Maries of five “decades”:

1.  Man and Woman,

2.  The Soul of a Child,

3.  Wife and Mother,

4.  Husband and Father, and
5.  Redemption of the Family.

I’ve just listened to this recording after a number of years, and was “God-smacked”.


It is available on a 78 min. CD (costing $ 10.00) and a 90 min. Audio Tape (costing $ 7.00), with the transcript in an A5-sized Booklet costing $ 2.50. 

(Let me know if you want a copy, and I’ll tell you how to pay – Ed.)
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(From Australia unless stated otherwise)

The Valtorta Books

One of your letter writers hit the nail right on the head - we have the best possible means of revitalizing evangelization of Jesus in Maria's writings. We have to pray that the Vatican comes to realize this as well, and runs with it.  

Wouldn't it be something if The Poem became required reading in every seminary, Catholic school of theology and parochial school in the world?  

ROGER SCHOENECKER, Cambridge, Min, USA 

I have just begun yet again the reading of the volumes of The Poem. I never cease to receive and enjoy such blessings from them. I love them and they are truly a wonder…





PAMELA NASSUATO, Baxter, Vic.
 “The Many Meanings of Love”


I truly thank you so much for taking the time in putting all these love messages together. It’s perfect…


LOVE. It is nice to be refreshed by Jesus and Mary again and again with this beautiful book. I’m so sure many hearts will be filled with tears as mine was, and with the joy in knowing how lucky we are to be so loved and taught from Pure Love itself. It is taking Heaven home and being blessed a thousand-fold with every word. I am going to keep it close to me, when my heart needs a pick-up with love… I hope we can always share our love and give it to others as well…  

MADELINE QUINLAN, Eltham Vic.


I’d like to order 2 more of “The Many Meanings of Love”. It’s fantastic. I’ve been reading it for over 3 weeks and I’m only ¾ the way through. Keep up the good work.

ERNEST O’SULLIVAN, Tea Tree Gully, S.A.
This book absolutely wonderful - I am about 1/3 way through and am thoroughly enjoying it.   Thanks a million.    It is all put together like a beautiful bunch of flowers of love. 


 GWEN STORY, Taradale, New Zealand.
The Bulletins
Thanks for another great bulletin. Each time I receive one I feel refreshed and eager to read more of Maria's writings. It also takes me back to the 50th Anniversary of her death and the beautiful Mass in the Chapel where her tomb is. It was such a moving experience to be there. Thank you again for organising that event and it was so sad that you were unable to join us.
LORRAINE HAYDON, Woodlands W.A.

What Marie Fitzgerald says in her letter in the Bulletin is spot on!    Exactly how I feel. How true it is that after reading The Poem it is then difficult to read anything less perfect. 


 GWEN STORY, Taradale, New Zealand.

 “Maria Valtorta – Victim Soul”

I have read a number of your publications, including Maria Valtorta – A Victim Soul – Her Saintly Life, Mission, and Writings, and have found them amazing and congratulate you on your great work! I look forward to ordering some more of your publications in the future once things settle down after I get used to settling into a new work situation.                                         (ANONYMOUS), USA.
The “Pilgrim’s Guide” and the “Reader’s Guide”

The two books arrived a few days ago and I have been poring over them ever since.  They are astounding!  What marvellous, scholarly, complete works they are... We are starting a Valtorta study group in our parish beginning this Monday evening, and these guides will be invaluable… Also, the map is a marvel…

ROGER SCHOENECKER, Cambridge MN, USA.
“Praying the Rosary” (Pocket-book)

The booklet is wonderful and I use it. I can't thank you enough for having received it from you while I was in Australia. 
   MARILYN  PANAGAPKO, Eganville ON, Canada.
A Word about Some Old “Valtortling” days

Hope all is going well with you, your health with your operation and all…  As you know, my family and I no longer live in Conyers, I have been to the monastery (in Georgia where you visited us some years ago), and I had a long conversation with Fr. Anthony since he was the one hosting the museum entrance that day.  We talked about your visit when he gave us permission to have your talk.  

I commend your efforts in support of Maria Valtorta’s struggle, witnessing to the great gift Our Lord has given us in this generation. God Bless you and those in your heart, including the convent you support in Africa. You have my support.




JUAN RUIZ, Oakleigh, CA, USA.

The Gospel Meditated Rosaries

Have been listening to and meditating on the Joyful Mysteries - so beautiful, and bringing the events to life.  Also listened to your 'Journey with Jesus' tape.  I don't know how anyone can doubt the divine origin of Maria Valtorta's writings - no person on their own could have such insight into the lives of Jesus and Mary and Joseph and all those they know and meet.

JANINA PILAROWSKI, Fairfield West, NSW.

†   R I P   †
Please pray for the souls of:

Amy, wife of Lance Hodgson, of Wulagi N.T.,
who died on 19th December 2011;

of Pauline, wife of Ron Fitzgerald of Mount Martha Vic., who died on 22nd August 2012, aged 79 years; 

and of Bishop Roman Danylak of Toronto, Canada, who died on Sunday, October 7, 2012, aged 81 years.

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons. Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $12.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.) A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in this century. The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed. May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His Face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  


(Num. 6:24-6.)





“Lord, I do not ask You for the glory of your visions, but for the grace to love You more and more.” (Notebooks 1944, p. 439.)











