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 (Jesus to Maria): “Let us turn to the little sheep, seeking to be

acquainted with their Master. It is I, and you are the staff,

leading them to Me.” (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 246)
“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” 

– Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)

        New email address: david@valtorta.org.au ; Web-site: www.valtorta.org.au
EDITORIAL
Dear Readers’ Group Members,

Firstly - a personal note. Many thanks for your prayers and good wishes concerning my anticipated spinal operation. I’m delighted to report there has been a gradual healing during the past months, I’m now walking normally – with the help of a walking stick - and the surgeon tells me the operation is no longer necessary.


Praise the Lord !!

May God bless and keep you all.


David D. Murray

Assistant Convenor
----------

THE APOSTOLIC DELEGATE’S HOMILY

(Preached during the Mass he celebrated at the Basilica della SS.ma Annunziata in Florence, marking the

50th anniversary of Maria Valtorta’s death)
The Homily of His Excellency

Monsignor Pier Giacomo De Nicolò

Archbishop Nuncio Apostolic

at Mass on Saturday 15 October, 2011

Dearest Faithful and Friends,

Our docile and humble response to the engaging impulse of the Spirit of the Lord has brought us here today, in this glorious Basilica of the Most Holy Annunciation, which has been the Marian heart of Florence for centuries, to deepen our Christian vocation through prayer. This happy occasion is presented to us on the 50th anniversary of the day Maria Valtorta was born into heaven, whose hidden suffering offered to the Divine Spouse, brought to perfect completion, the earthly and eternal fruit of salvation to many people over the decades…


…In carrying out the reflections mentioned, in the light of the Holy Spirit - which have always been given to us if asked with peaceful and persevering humility - our thoughts would spontaneously return to Maria Valtorta, retracing her path on this existential walk.

In the passages of divine pedagogy, which are particularly eloquent, the creature aimed at attaining a full and vital communion with her Lord: an instrument, initially with no intrinsic value sufficient for a task of such elevated importance, chosen for a mission of redeeming salvation that would surmount by far any human possibility. Maria responded to the call with the heroic effort of theological virtue that allowed her to surpass the dark night of purification, at the same time making it possible to receive special gifts for the benefit of her fellow man. However, these are accompanied by a growing and definitive identification with the cross of Christ under the impulse of genuine love, drenched incessantly with pain in order to unite herself to the redemptive work of her Jesus.

Examining the stages of this woman’s life which is rich in consistency, courage, strength, dedication and prudence, a victim hidden in silence and incomprehension, it was still not complete at this time. We note only that her natural talents cannot explain what she accomplished with rather moderate general knowledge and without any adequate means of consulting references. In each stage, the light was always her Faith; in every difficulty and pain, her Hope never lessened and she never gave up. The inner spring of her ascetic vitality and of her mystical life in union with the Lord was the Charity that transfigured every human feeling and aspiration.

Maria reached a heroic level of trust in God, that loving trust that can only open the Heart of her Beloved desiring to bring down His graces into the heart of man. Initially, she was distressed by how quickly humans revoked the soul’s fulfilment that the world cannot satisfy. After this stage, she became all of the Lord, and even on the Cross, she relished the happiness because she was now aware of having the One who loved her with an absolute love she yearned: the infinite love of her God, her Spouse and her Jesus.

This is how she became the “instrument”, “the means”, “the pen of the Lord” as she liked to refer to herself. On the other hand, she wanted to remain hidden and unknown in life – this is an unmistakable sign of the authenticity of her charism - and she suffered enormously when the innocent indiscretions of her spiritual director would reveal her to the world. She felt she was all for the Lord, she reserved all praise for Him, and each day she wanted to “render to God that which is God’s” namely, herself completely.

Concerning her work as a mystical writer, it is evident that the final judgment belongs to the Church, although in cases such as this, consideration made on behalf of qualified ecclesiastical bodies predominantly concerns the sanctity of life: examples in this regard are well known. And it is on such existential holiness that our reflection is addressed.

However, the work of Maria Valtorta - which is free from error of doctrine and morals as noted by multiple parties - recognises for more than half a century, a wide and silent circulation among the faithful (translated in about 30 different languages) of every social class throughout the world and without any publicity in particular. The grandeur, magnificence and wisdom of the content has attracted numerous good fruits and conversions: even people immersed in the whirlwind of life and far from the Christian faith, but  nevertheless yearning to get in touch with solid truths, have opened their hearts to a meeting with the Absolute, with God-Love, and they have found full confirmation of the 2,000-year-old teaching of the Church.

Today’s society in general, is experiencing a deep crisis of faith. It seems to have gone back to the origin of mankind: the temptation of building a world without God is great and, therefore, without a future. The Holy Father never ceases to repeat: “We live in a time that is broadly characterized by a subliminal relativism that penetrates every area of life…[that] becomes aggressive when it opposes those who say that they know where the truth or meaning of life is to be found.” For this reason, the faithful are called to offer a more authentic and credible testimony, becoming the light of the world.

To achieve this very great outcome, there is the admirable example that Maria Valtorta has given, and the even more solid support she will be able to give in the future; and even if some doubts and obscure misunderstandings still hover in the Valtortian skies, those of us together here present, will form the vital auspices that these will be quickly dispelled.

Our prayer in this Eucharist will also be offered up directly for this purpose: it will be a fervent and trusting plea Ad maiorem Dei gloriam - For the greater glory of God. 
Amen.

(Translated by a dedicated Readers’ Group member in  Melbourne)

PENTECOST SUNDAY AND THE APOSTLES


(Azariah, Maria Valtorta’s Guardian Angel, comments to Maria Valtorta - whom he calls “little John” - concerning the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Sunday:)

"Have you ever meditated, 0 soul of mine, on the symbol of that tongue of fire which ‑ you have seen it ‑ rested upon each of the Apostles' heads while it crowned the All‑Holy Woman with a wreath?… You are generally told that it was in the form of a flame, to be perceptible to the Apostles, and to signify love and light. Yes, that, too ‑ but not that alone…

"The Paraclete… like the Incarnate Word - broke and gave Himself, in a Communion, and in an outpouring and donation of his gifts of Wisdom, Intelligence, Counsel, Science, Fortitude, Piety, and Fear of God. It was just as Jesus had given Himself in Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity. This was notwithstanding… that the Blood of the Lamb had cleansed their souls, but had not destroyed their humanity, which had to struggle on its own, and evolve towards perfect spirituality. And it remained, heavy and dull, even after the Resurrection…

 "After the Father… had already created man for life, and the Son had created man for Grace, the Ineffible Love wanted to complete and perfect these two creations, and create the new apostolic man. This was to burn up the heaviest, the most poisonous dross remaining… in the head: where the five senses are joined together at the service of material sensuality; where the organ is enclosed, which presides over sensations and transmits them to the most remote organs; and where the agent of thought is…

"In the twelve, destined to evangelize the world, there were to be no more ruins. And behold! The Spirit - in his Pentecostal Communion - burnt and purified the seat of sense and thought: the heads of the apostolic men, while He crowned, with love, the head of the Virgin, his Spouse… Mother of Grace, Mary, Queen of the Apostles, and Queen of the Church on Earth…”

[The Book of Azariah, pp. 93-5 (1993 hard-covered edition), and pp. 96-8 (2007 soft-covered edition)]

IS THERE A LIMBO?

[There is present confusion among many Catholics as to whether un-baptized persons can or cannot enter Heaven upon death. Paragraph 1261 in The “Catechism of the Catholic Church” offers the following:

“As regards children who have died without Baptism, the Church can only entrust them to the mercy of God, as she does in funeral rights for them. Indeed, the great mercy of God who desires that all men should be saved, and Jesus’ tenderness towards children which caused him to say: ‘Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them’ (Mt. 10:14), allow us to hope that there is a way of salvation for children who have died without baptism. All the more urgent is the Church’s call not to prevent little children coming to Christ through the gift of holy Baptism.”]
(The passages below, from Maria Valtorta’s writings, are extracts from previous Bulletins #36 and #53.)
 (Immediately after His Resurrection, Jesus appears to His Mother, thanking Her for Her prayers...)

« ...They came with Me on the Cross, and to Limbo... They have come with Me to Paradise, preceding - like an angelical voice - the procession of the redeemed led by the Redeemer, so that the angels should be ready to greet the Conqueror, Who was returning to His Kingdom. They have been seen and heard by the Father and by the Spirit, Who smiled at them as if they were the most beautiful flower and the sweetest song born in Paradise. They have been recognized by the Patriarchs and by the new Saints, by the new first citizens of My Jerusalem. And I bring You their thanks, Mother, together with the kisses of their relatives, with their blessings and with that of Joseph, the spouse of Your soul...  »  (The Poem..., Vol. 5, p. 703)
----------

(Jesus is speaking of virtue, and justice, to His apostles. He says:)

« ...At the end of the world, of the four abodes of the dead, two only will remain: that is, Paradise and Hell. Because Justice, at that time, will only be able to keep and give the two eternal kingdoms to those, who from the tree of free will, chose good fruits or wanted wicked ones. But what a long expectation before a virtuous heathen achieves that reward!… Do You not think so?... Their abode will be Limbo for centuries and centuries, until the end of the world...  »  (The Poem…, Vol. 4, pp. 167-8)
----------

[What Jesus said (above) may seem cruel, for us on Earth with our limited understanding of time. But what about those who were in Limbo for the “centuries” before Jesus opened Heaven for them after His Resurrection? In the following passage, Jesus speaks of the three “kingdoms” for souls – other than Heaven – to a woman who is most concerned about her orchards, which she has to manage without her husband. He says:)

« ...The ideas of this world do not exist there, in none of the three kingdoms. In Hell, hatred and punishment dim minds savagely. In Purgatory, the craving for expiation cancels every other thought. In Limbo, the blissful expectation of the just is not profaned by any sensuality. The Earth is remote, with its miseries; it is instead close with its supernatural needs, the needs of souls, not with the needs of things. The dead who are not damned turn their spirits towards the Earth only out of supernatural love, and they address their prayers to God on behalf of those who are on the Earth, not for any other reason.

(The Poem…, Vol. 4, p. 252)
THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES

(Many years ago, a friend and I recorded the Sunday Gospels – for years A, B and C - on audio tapes. These later became the 4-disk (MP3) “Sunday Gospels” series.

Recently I was listening to the Gospel of the 5th Sunday of Easter – which detailed the parable of the vine and the branches. This included a passage from Maria’s 1944 Notebooks (pp. 370-1), which I’m printing below.


(At the commencement of the fourth of four “Holy Hour” meditations, Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


" 'If you remain in Me, and my doctrine remains in you, you will be given what you ask for.'436

"I descend into you and become your food. But, as I am the Center, I breathe you into Myself. You feed on Me, but with greater reason I feed on you.


The two hungers are insatiable and continuous. The vine nourishes its shoots. But it is the shoots that make the vine. The water nourishes the seas, but it is the seas that nourish the water, rising again in evaporation to come down once more. You must therefore remain in Me, as I remain in you. If separated, you - not I - would die.


"I am food for the spirit, and food for thought. The spirit feeds on the Flesh of a God. As the essence poured out by God,437 it can receive food only from what is its matrix. Thought feeds on my Word - the Thought of a God.


"Your thought! Intelligence is what makes you resemble God. For in intelligence there is memory, intellect, and will. Just as there is a likeness [to God] in the spirit - because it is spiritual, free, and immortal.


"Your thought - to be capable of remembering, understanding, and willing what is good - must be nourished by my doctrine. It reminds you of the benefits and works: of God, who God is, and what is due to God. It brings you to comprehend good, and distinguish it from evil. It brings you to want to do good. Without my 436 John 15:7.

437 A definition which is explained in the following dictation.

doctrine, you become the slaves of others: which are called 'doctrines,' but are errors. And like ships without a compass and rudder, you head for shipwreck. You depart from the routes. How can you then say, 'God has abandoned me,' when it is you that have abandoned Him?


"Remain in Me. If you do not remain, it is a sign that you hate Me… And whoever hates Me, hates the Father, since I am one with the Father. Remain in Me. Make the Father unable to distinguish between the branch and the vine, since the branch is so united to it. Make the Father unable to grasp where I end and you begin, since the likeness is so complete. Those who love, end up taking on the inflexions, phrases, and gestures of their beloved.


"I want you all to be as many other Jesuses. This is because I want you to receive what you ask for (when fused to Me, you can ask only for good things), and not have to experience rejection. This is also because I want you to receive even more than what you ask for, since the Father pours out his treasures upon the Son in a continuous flow of love. And whoever is in the Son enjoys this infinite outpouring (which is the love of God), rejoices in his Word, and circulates in Him.


"Now I am the Body, and you, the members. Therefore the Joy flooding Me and coming from the Father - the Power, Peace, and every other perfection circulating in Me - are transfused into you: my faithful ones, who are part of Me, inseparable from Me, here and hereafter…"

THE HEART
(From the Archives - Bulletin # 32, December 2003)
"Tomorrow morning," the surgeon began, "I'll open up your heart..."

"You'll find Jesus there," the boy interrupted.

The surgeon looked up, annoyed "I'll cut your heart open," he continued, “to see how much damage has been done..."

"But when you open up my heart, you'll find Jesus in there," said the boy.

The surgeon looked to the parents, who sat quietly. "When I see how much damage has been done, I'll sew your heart and chest back up, and I'll plan what to do next."

"But you'll find Jesus in my heart. The Bible says He lives there. The hymns all say He lives there. You'll find Him in my heart."

The surgeon had had enough. "I'll tell you what I'll find in your heart. I'll find damaged muscle, low blood supply, and weakened vessels. And I'll find out if I can make you well."

"You'll find Jesus there too. He lives there."

The surgeon left…

----------
The surgeon sat in his office, recording his notes from the surgery, "...damaged aorta, damaged pulmonary vein, widespread muscle degeneration. No hope for transplant, no hope for cure. Therapy: painkillers and bed rest. Prognosis," here he paused, "death within one year."

He stopped the recorder, but there was more to be said "Why?" he asked aloud." Why did you do this? You've put him here; you've put him in this pain; and you've cursed him to an early death. Why?"

The Lord answered and said, "The boy, My lamb, was not meant for your flock for long, for he is a part of My flock, and will forever be. Here, in My flock, he will feel no pain, and will be comforted as you cannot imagine. His parents will one day join him here, and they will know peace, and My flock will continue to grow."

The surgeon's tears were hot, but his anger was hotter. "You created that boy, and You created that heart. He'll be dead in months. Why?"

The Lord answered, "The boy, My lamb, shall return to My flock, for He has done his duty: I did not put My lamb with your flock to lose him, but to retrieve another lost lamb."

The surgeon wept…

----------
The surgeon sat beside the boy's bed; the boy's parents sat across from him. The boy awoke and whispered, "Did you cut open my heart?"

"Yes," said the surgeon.

"What did you find?" asked the boy.

"I found Jesus there," said the surgeon.

(Author unknown.)
 




   
     LETTERS






    
(From Australia unless stated otherwise)

The Valtorta Books
I have just finished reading the three Notebooks.  I would tell you how much of an effect these books, including The Poem, have had on me, but I can't even begin to find the words. I'm now reading The Book of Azariah, but because of the coincidence of the timing of picking up this book, I feel it is best to read one entry per week, more or less coinciding with the dates they were written. 

After this, I suspect I will do what many other Valtorta readers tend to do, and read all the books all over again. 

HILDA LOUGHRY, Narraweena NSW.
The Sunday Gospels (4xMP3 CDs)

As with the other CDs, I've listened to the Year B’s CD often at night. My son - 42, very devout - happened in one day, and said what a gift from God to have the voice - t'would be wonderful to go to sleep listening to it.

The booklet “Calling All God's Children” would be another gift to have on CD. MIMI KINTNER, Santiago, Chile.

Calling All God’s Children (Booklet)


Thank you very much for the 3 copies of this booklet. I’ve already started reading it, and it is a delight and a joy to my soul. I’m learning about the Holy Spirit’s penetration of every person, the love of God the Father Creator, and about other Church’s people.
I always love to read through the newsletters and the booklets on the teachings of The Lord through Maria Valtorta, they are food for my soul and delight to the senses.
Also, thank you for all the information about the trip to Maria Valtorta’s tomb. Amazingly, we can be in contact despite the fact that we couldn’t go.

BERTA CIFUENTES, Forest Lake, Qld.

“Why is Mary Crying” (MP3 CD)
I have certainly enjoyed and gained a lot from “Why is Mary Crying?” – I thought I wasn’t going to be able to play it, not knowing about MP3, however I found I could play it on my player from the Low Vision library. I certainly see Mary in a very different light than previously…

BETH MORGAN, Marshall, Vic.
I have been playing a lot - especially in the car - the "Why is Mary Crying" CD - which I have found wonderful.

FATHER P.D., NSW.

Praying the Rosary (Pocket-book)


Many thanks for these beautiful little booklets. I gave one  already to a pregnant granddaughter, and another to an elderly Legionary here in our nursing home. They are truly beautiful.
   JOSEPHINE PODBURY, Marshall, Vic.
The Bulletins
It is such a wonderful blessing to read these excerpts of Maria Valtorta's "Poem of the Man-God". I can only thank the Lord for all His graces, and this includes your making it possible for us to read them in your bulletin! May the Lord truly bless you and grant you His healing, I shall keep you in my prayers, trusting in His Love and Mercy!
HILDA CABRERA, Burbank CA, USA.

I was reading the latest bulletin going home from work in the train last night. I just loved your write-up, “Why Peter?” Wow, even after all these years, Maria’s writings still enable emotions to well up within me … even on a crowded commuter train!   CARMEL TANNA, Homebush, NSW.
I am just reading Volume 2 for the third time and only this morning read the passage that you referred to. (See “To Debate and Not to Debate”, in Bulletin #65).It was something that I did not fully understand when I read it first, but I believe that it was the custom at the time for the eldest son to remain with his family until his father was buried. I feel that this explains everything. David, we met when you visited Dublin some years ago, many thanks for keeping us in the loop.


JIM BRADY, Dublin, Ireland,
Thank you for the latest bulletin which I read through as soon as it was received some weeks ago... With regard to the bulletin and, of course the supplement, the content of both has made me so hungry for more, and this is precisely what has happened when I received previous bulletins/supplements. I look forward to your future presentations. Please keep up the good work.  

I am reading The Poem for the third time, and am now well into the fifth volume. I find the books absolutely spell-binding, and amazingly, I seem to pick up points either not noticed or understood during previous readings...

PETER QUINN, Mt. Waverley Vic.
†   R I P   †

Please pray for the souls of John Meyer, husband of Jean, of NSW, who died on 23 September 2011;

of Father Theophane McEwen, of NSW,

who died on 26 February 2012 (the editor’s 80th birthday);

of Mary Ellis, of Tent Hill via Emmaville NSW,

who died recently, aged 99 years;

and of Bill Madore, of New Zealand, who last April.
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons. Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $12.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.) A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in this century. The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed. May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
�





�





The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His Face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  


(Num. 6:24-6.)





“Lord, I do not ask You for the glory of your visions, but for the grace to love You more and more.” (Notebooks 1944, p. 439.)











