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 (Jesus to Maria): “Let us turn to the little sheep, seeking to be

acquainted with their Master. It is I, and you are the staff,

leading them to Me.” (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 246)
“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” 

– Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)

EDITORIAL
Dear Readers’ Group Members,


This issue contains a report from Father Edgar Rueda LC, the Chicago priest who accompanied our little tour group to Italy to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the death of Maria Valtorta, who died on 12th October 1961. A more detailed report from group members occupies the Supplement to this Bulletin.


Wishing you all, and your families, God’s blessings for a happy and holy Christmas,


David D. Murray


Assistant Convenor.

----------
Father Rueda’s Report
I had the honor of celebrating the 50th Anniversary Mass for the International Pilgrimage on October 12, 2011 over Maria Valtorta's earthly resting place in the Basilica Santa Maria Assunta in  Florence Italy. (A Mass was also celebrated by the Archbishop / Apostolic Nunzio a few days later on the 15th, due to scheduling conflicts he had.) 

I testify that there were many nations represented by the pilgrims there: New Zealand, Australia, Zambia, Hong Kong, China (Peking), Scotland, Italy and the USA. I could not help but feel that we were living through a little "Pentecost" of our own, not in the glossolalia of the original Pentecost, of course, but certainly in that the corners of the World were represented and speaking "one common tongue" in our common devotion to Christ made accessible through Valtorta, His "Little Violet at the foot of the Cross" and "megaphone", as He calls her.

May the Grace of God, spilled out upon the earth through her sufferings as "victim soul", not be in vain. The gift of God obliges, and we should dread to hear the words of the Master who has given us this inestimable "talent", "Depart from me you accursed, useless servant!" It is a sin to bury the talents of God's graces.

I trust you will continue to respond faithfully to the Spirit moving you to spread and live this devotion, which is a key graciously given to us for living closely to Jesus and Mary. After the personal approval of the Blessed Fr Gabriel Allegra and many others - now confirmed by the implicit approval of the Vatican given with the Archbishop / Apostolic Nunzio's celebration of her Anniversary Mass - no one should entertain scruples that the Valtortan Opus derive from an evil origin. It may be that in the writings of Valtorta, the Holy Spirit extends to his beleaguered Regnum Christi Movement elements for a deeper contemplation of Jesus Christ that, I pray, may blossom into an authentic spirituality and an evermore vibrant apostolate.
Yours in Christ,

Father Edgar Rueda, LC.
----------
WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY JR.’S FASCINATION WITH 

ITALIAN MYSTIC MARIA VALTORTA

From Our Catholic World - http://catholicdaily.net/ourcatholicworld/
October 25, 2011 by Daniel Klimek

The late William F. Buckley Jr. is usually recognized for his political work. Considered the godfather of the American conservative movement, he founded the nation’s most eminent conservative political magazine National Review and, for decades, hosted the television show Firing Line, discussing sociopolitical matters with guests as diverse as Jack Kerouac and Noam Chomsky. Charlie Rose always considered Buckley a personal role model to emulate as a talk show host. What less people may know about William Buckley is that, in addition to his political and media endeavors, he also led a fascinating spiritual life as a devout Roman Catholic.


His spiritual convictions are what first led a young William Buckley to gain notoriety.  As a Yale graduate, himself a Bonesman at the university, Buckley published the polemical and influential book God and Man at Yale, criticizing how the Ivy League school, which he had spent his undergraduate years at, had abandoned its Protestant Christian roots with a promotion of secular (and, at times, downright atheistic) values.


As a mature man Buckley also exuded an interesting faith. He was a traditional Catholic who attended the Latin Mass, even after Vatican II reforms - many of which Buckley disagreed with. His son, the novelist Christopher Buckley, explained: “Pup was a defiantly pre-Vatican II Catholic.” To the point that he had a priest say “a private Latin Mass for him” every Sunday. Yet, at the same time, William Buckley held a personal devotion to the works of the Italian mystic Maria Valtorta, a significant but controversial figure within the Church.


In his spiritual memoir, Nearer, My God, William Buckley wrote of how he first encountered the revelations of Valtorta. “My nephew Fr. Michael Bozell thought to send me a few years ago some pages from Maria Valtorta, Italian writer and mystic (1897-1961). She wrote a huge five-volume book called The Poem of the Man God, and one part of the fifth volume was her fancied vision of the Crucifixion.”


Maria Valtorta was a twentieth century mystic who, throughout the 1940s and ’50s, reported experiencing visions of Jesus Christ who, according to Valtorta, showed her His life in first-century Palestine which she recorded in her voluminous book The Poem of the Man God. The Crucifixion details of Christ’s Passion were so powerful in Valtorta’s writings and revelations, that William Buckley decided to reproduce them in his own spiritual memoir, dedicating 18 pages of his book Nearer, My God, to Valtorta’s visions of Christ’s sacrifice and suffering on the Cross...

Buckley would poignantly write in his spiritual autobiography why it was important for him to reproduce Valtorta’s work in his own book: “And then, too, certain things catch my eye. The painful, detailed ‘vision’ of the Crucifixion by Maria Valtorta (chapter 8) did that when I first read it - so that I proceed simply to pass it along to you, justified only by the conviction that some of you will react as I did.”


Buckley was deeply moved by Valtorta’s descriptions of Christ’s Passion, yet he understood very well that visionary experience is a touchy issue within the Church and, therefore, dealt with it delicately.


“My friend and theological consultant Fr. Kevin Fitzpatrick, who is also a doctor of theology, was a little alarmed with the prospect of my using Valtorta,” Buckley wrote. “Not so much because her work was, for a while, on the Index of prohibited reading - that kind of thing happens, and there is often life after death.” No, Fr. Kevin’s concern stemmed from a different matter.


Father Kevin wrote to Buckley: “My main problem is the use of private revelations not approved by the Church. This is not a legalistic concern, but a concern based on some experience of people who, to be blunt, are not satisfied with Revelation which ended with the death of the last Apostle.”


Interestingly (despite his cautious approach) once Fr. Kevin, the doctor of theology, began to read Valtorta’s works, he further advised Buckley that what he found – in Valtorta’s revelations – surprised the knowledgeable priest greatly.


Fr. Kevin wrote Buckley, “In fact, Valtorta seems to have solved the Synoptic problem that’s been plaguing scholars for centuries, viz., the contradictions between Matthew, Mark, and Luke”. Her revelations, instead of replacing the Gospels – which is what Fr. Kevin feared - filled in the gaps that the Gospels possessed which, as Fr. Kevin noted, had confused scholars for centuries. Thus Valtorta’s revelations helped reconcile, for the priest, seeming contradictions that exist in the Synoptic Gospels of the New Testament.


While Buckley admired Valtorta’s powerful depictions of the Crucifixion, he may not have known how profound the source of her knowledge was in producing those depictions. For example, Buckley wrote: “The account by Valtorta, or at least that much of it that deals specifically with the suffering endured, would be painful reading describing any death by crucifixion. Valtorta is excruciatingly absorbed by physical detail. Either she was once a medical student, or else she studied anatomy, bone by bone.”


The truth is that Valtorta neither attended medical school or studying anatomy. She had a very simple education. Yet, the profundity of her descriptions, which Buckley noticed, is not something that was lost on other observers as well. Dr. Nicholas Pende, an endocrinologist who (like Buckley) displayed immense surprise at the sophistication and accuracy with which Valtorta described Jesus’ spasms during the Crucifixion visions, commented on her descriptions as constituting “a phenomenon which only a few informed physicians would know how to explain, and she does it in an authentic medical style.”


Likewise, Fr. Corrado M. Berti, a friend of Valtorta’s family and a former professor at the Pontifical “Marianum” Theological Faculty in Rome, explained: “I can certify that Valtorta did not, by her own industry, possess all that vast, profound, clear, and varied learning which is evident in her writings.”


What Valtorta reported experiencing, in addition to her visions and revelations, was the mystical grace of supernatural illumination during her experiences . Thus she was able to adequately describe what she was witnessing through a heavenly knowledge that illuminated her mind (during her ecstasies) and transcended her rational human faculties. Buckley, very reasonably, assumed that she must have had a background in medical studies due to the sophistication of her descriptions. What he didn’t consider is quite how powerful her spiritual experiences were in producing that knowledge.


Yet, there is no question that Buckley was very open minded toward Valtorta’s work. He admitted, after all, that part of the ecclesial controversy surrounding Valtorta stemmed from the fact that, at one point, her writings were placed on the Church’s (now-abolished) Index of Forbidden Books. However, Buckley was astute enough to recognize that “that kind of thing happens, and there is often life after death.” He was quite correct with this insightful observation.


It deserves attention, after all, that before being abolished, the Index forbade the works of Christian writers and mystics as renowned as Dante, John Milton, and Mary Faustina Kowalska, the latter a Polish nun who reported experiencing mystical visions of Christ in the 1930s (also resulting in written dictations) and who, in 2000, was canonized a saint by Pope John Paul II. Saint Faustina’s revealed writings of theology - the Divine Mercy writings - are recognized today as part of the Church’s liturgical doctrine, having been responsible for institutionalizing both a holy feast day within Roman Catholicism (Divine Mercy Sunday), and a popular prayer devotion to Christ (the Chaplet of Divine Mercy).


Incidentally, as with Maria Valtora, Saint Faustina’s writings were initially placed under the Index by Pope John XXIII. Thus, clearly, the dubious recognition of being placed on the Index can merit little, if any, value. There is life after death, as Buckley observed. Much of Valtorta’s work has already seen this new life. Her writings have already received the Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur of a few Catholic bishops, including Bishop Roman Danylak, attesting to the orthodoxy of morals and doctrine within her revelations. Bishop Danylak additionally provided an interesting explanation as to why works like Saint Faustina’s and Maria Valtorta’s were placed on the Index in the first place. “Theologians and bishops have problems with supernatural phenomena,” he pointed out, recognizing the taboo-nature of the subject in many ecclesial circles.


While this may be the case, the popular portrayal of Valtorta’s work, as being perceived negatively in the Church, is not fully accurate either. Pope Pius XII was a great supporter of Valtorta’s writings, explaining: “Publish this work as it is. There is no need to give an opinion on its origin, whether it be extraordinary or not; whoever reads it will understand.”


Other eminent Catholic leaders and intellectuals have been influential supporters of Valtorta’s revelations after studying her writings, in addition to the former Pope. They include the Jesuit cardinal Augustine Bea (himself an ecumenical star at Vatican II), Msgr. Hugo Lattanzi (a former dean of the Faculty of Theology at the Pontifical Lateran University), Fr. Gabriel M. Roschini (the renowned Church Mariologist and philosopher), as well as Fr. Gabriele Allegra (famous for translating the entire Bible into Chinese). Fr. Allegra - who was the first Scriptural scholar to be beatified by Pope John Paul II in 2002 and is currently awaiting canonization - once wrote: “ I hold that the work of Valtorta demands a supernatural origin.”


To this list of esteemed Catholics, deeply moved and supportive of Maria Valtorta’s writings and mystical experiences, add another influential Catholic: one of the most significant voices on American political discourse in the twentieth century : William F. Buckley, Jr. 
Maria was Given Special Gifts


(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta...)


"...You are a nonentity. But I have called you to this mission. I have formed you for this, watching over even your mental formation. I have given you an extraordinary capacity for composition because I needed it to make you the illustrator of the Gospel or mystical scenes in which I would speak or act personally or in My servants. I crucified you in the affections of your heart and in your flesh for this reason. So that you would be free from all slavery in affections and be the mistress of an amount of time in your schedule which no one who is healthy can have. I have also suppressed your physical needs for nourishment, sleep, and rest, reducing them to an insignificant minimum, for this reason. In a body which is tormented and worn down by five serious, painful major illnesses and by ten other minor ones, I have increased your energy to lead you to be able to do what someone healthy and well nourished could not do, for this reason.

"And I would like this to be understood as a sure sign. But this arid, perverse generation does not understand anything (Mt. 12:38-9)... I can take you with Me and leave them, without respect and without faith, or with a mere shadow of faith and respect, to struggle with the crumbs of what I intended to give. 796 It would be given on December 21.

Crumbs in comparison to the mass of work which I would be able to give.

"You are a nonentity. But into your 'nothingness' I entered and said, 'See, speak, and write.' The nonentity has become my instrument. And what is mine is always consecrated and should be treated as something consecrated..."
(Notebooks 1944, pp. 623-4)

(Jesus said:)

“...I was breaking My Heart with that Bread...”

(Notebooks 1944,  p. 368)
Crackpots
(Catherine Loft, from Glen Iris Vic, Sent us this…)
An elderly Chinese woman had two large pots, each hung on the ends of a pole, which she carried across her neck. One of the pots had a crack in it. The other pot was perfect and always delivered a full portion of water at the end of the long walk from the stream to the house, whereas the cracked pot arrived only half full.
For a full two years this went on daily, with the woman bringing home only one and a half pots of water. Of course, the perfect pot was proud of its accomplishments. But the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, and miserable that it could only do half of what it had been made to do.
After 2 years of what it perceived to be bitter failure, it spoke to the woman one day by the stream "I am ashamed of myself, because this crack in my side causes water to leak out all the way back to your house."
The old woman smiled, "Did you notice that there are flowers on your side of the path, but not on the other pot's side? That's because I have always known about your flaw, so I planted flower seeds on your side of the path, and every day while we walk back, you water them. For two years I have been able to pick these beautiful flowers to decorate the table. Without you being just the way you are, there would not be this beauty to grace the house."
Each of us has our own unique flaw. But it's the cracks and flaws we each have that make our lives together so very interesting and rewarding. You've just got to take each person for what they are, and look for the good in them.

SO, to all of our crackpot friends and relatives, have a great day and remember to smell the flowers on your side of the path!
----------
Valtorta’s Writings and the Booklets

[(A letter from a South Australian member reads:)
I wish to order three copies of each of the following booklets to give to friends at Christmas:

"The Nativity, The Shepherds and The Three Wise Men";
"The Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ".

I have read these many times and have found them to be so easy and fruitful to read at the relevant seasons of the year.  I want to pass this privilege on to others.

I am also on my third reading of The Poem. I gain more and more from it on each reading.]


Every time a new booklet comes to the surface, I say to myself “that’s enough”. My hesitation concerns the idea that people might be reading the booklets INSTEAD OF launching into that personal and precious experience of journeying with and getting to know - and therefore love - Jesus and Mary more, through Maria’s “essential” books.

But I believe that the booklets serve three purposes:

1.  As “tasters” and stepping stones to Maria’s books - for people (like I was myself) who might feel intimidated by their very size (The Poem in particular), and wary of making a commitment to such extensive reading;

2.  As opportunities (for those who have already “taken the plunge”) to re-visit and dwell on a particular and much-loved theme; and

3.  To serve a particular need - such as dealing with forgiveness and other “unfinished business”; learning how to know, love and follow Jesus, Mary and Joseph more; appreciating the value of suffering; and understanding the nature of prayer.

So this exciting venture has continued …
 




   
     LETTERS






   

(From Australia unless stated otherwise)

The Valtorta Books

I am on my second reading of The Poem, at Volume 5, and am truly amazed how even when reading The Poem a second time, it still seems just as fresh as when I read it the first time. Truly a Divinely inspired work.

JOE MIFSUD, Buderim, Qld.

Latest Booklet: “Calling All God’s Children”

I must admit that your latest creation is really great. It's well done, and many of her writings I had never seen. I really like it. 




ED FORD, Scottsdale Az, USA.
I have just started the new booklet - and am very happy with it, of course!
GWEN STORY, Taradale, New Zealand.
The Bulletins
I am one of your biggest fans and I just want to say thank you!  The bulletins and writings bring some Australian sunshine into my  autumn-approaching-very-quickly Norwegian life.


I am almost finished Notebooks 1943, and each time I see your name, “Translated by David Murray,” I am endlessly thankful and impressed by your mastery - of Italian to start with, and English as the final goal.  I don’t know what I would have done if these treasures were limited to Italian readers.

(Sorry, the translator is David G. Murray – not me, fortunately and unfortunately.)
My sister Elizabeth and I are so sorry we won’t be part of the pilgrimage to Italy in October.  Our mother turns 80 on October 21st and we have been planning her 80th birthday for literally years.  I leave Europe for California on October 9th and return on the 23rd – almost the exact time-frame for the pilgrimage.  My sister Elizabeth and I comfort ourselves knowing that four of Maria’s greatest fans will be together in California - two of my sisters, our mother and I - on the anniversary of Maria’s death.  So while you are with fellow pilgrims in Florence on the 12th, we will go to Mass (the 12th would have been my father’s 83rd birthday as well) and keep all of you, and the safety and success of the pilgrimage, in our prayers.

THERESA ROBBERSTAD, Voss, Norway.
Thank you for the last newsletter - how do you find such interesting material?!... It is sometimes hard to understand that Mother Church can be instrumental in so much pain. As was pointed out, Pope John XXIII did not act like the other two popes. BUT, as two of the three protagonists (Faustina, Padre Pio) have been elevated to sainthood, I believe it is time for our Maria!! How many of us have changed our hearts and minds from those wonderful writings! How many of us have fallen in love with Jesus, our brother! Thank you for finding these stories and passing them on. I pray that you have a most holy and insightful pilgrimage.


EVA RICHTER, Northam. W.A.
Very very thank you for the quarterly Bulletin. Please pray for publishing all volumes of  Valtorta in Tamil.

SOCIETY OF APOSTLES OF MARY, Tuticorin, India.

May I wish you and your group of Maria Valtorta pilgrims a safe and truly beautiful and holy trip in October. As always, I loved the contents of Bulletin # 63, and found so much to give me joy and strength and love. How blessed we are!



   JANICE CORDEAUX, Monarto S.A.
"When the power of love is greater than 
the love of power, the world will know peace"
 [For church billboards or bumper stickers]
The “Pilgrim’s Guide...”


Thank you so much for sending me the “Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God”. It is truly an indispensable reference.
  KIERAN FORGE, Orange, NSW.
Dear my friend Mr. David
I hope my letter had found you well. The motive of this short message is just to say hello and to wish you all the best in your daily activities.
I have come to hospital bringing the man who is suffering from Malaria. All in all this is what I have for today, Pass my greetings to your family. God bless you.
I wish you all the best.
Your Tanzanian Amico (FATHER GEROLD MBAMBA)
Your recent Bulletin included an unexpected reward following the excellent reminder/compilation "Popes' Differing Views on Mystics", and "María Valtorta's Writings Will Not Perish" with the example of Jeremiah & Baruch.

All the dedication and thought involved in producing these bulletins reminds me of your wondering more than a year ago that advancing age, or however you termed it, might be the opportunity for others to continue the work. However it is quite obvious that aging is in your and our favor ! We must all simply beg our Saviour to allow your Readers' Group compilations to continue !

I envy your little October group enjoying the health that permits such travel, and will pray for everyone's smooth & blessed journey.

   MIMI KINTNER, Santiago, Chile.
†   R I P   †
Please pray for the soul of Angela Payne, wife of Phil,

of Stirling, WA, who died on 23 July 2011

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons. Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $12.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.) A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in this century. The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed. May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]






The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His Face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  


(Num. 6:24-6.)





“Lord, I do not ask You for the glory of your visions, but for the grace to love You more and more.” (Notebooks 1944, p. 439.)
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