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 (Jesus to Maria): “Let us turn to the little sheep, seeking to be

acquainted with their Master. It is I, and you are the staff,

leading them to Me.” (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 246)
“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” 

– Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)

EDITORIAL
Dear Readers’ Group Members,

Maria Valtorta’s 50th Anniversary Pilgrimage
Returning to Australia from my last overseas trip in 2008, I said to my (now dear departed) daughter Robyn, “this would have to be my last trip”.

And she said to me, “You always say that, dad”.

Well, three years later (and this surely must be my last trip), I’m off again. This time to Italy, to assist in celebrating the 50th anniversary of Maria Valtorta’s death on 12th October. We have a lovely little group of about a dozen pilgrims from different parts of the world, assembling first in Rome (where we’ll be spending a few days), then to Assissi (Maria had some interactions with St. Francis), then to Viareggio where we’ll visit Maria’s house, and finally to Florence where Maria’s remains are interred in a special chapel next to the Basilica of the Annunciation.

As it happens, the publishers of The Poem of the Man-God have arranged for an Archbishop to celebrate Mass for Maria in the Basilica, but as he can’t make it for 12th October, this will happen the following Saturday (15th).

This is where it gets very interesting. In our little group we have three Sisters of the Child Jesus from Zambia (with whom I stayed a few years ago), and Father Edgar Rueda of the Legion of Christ in Chicago, who completed his Seminary training in Rome in 1998. We have been given permission from the Servite Fathers at the Basilica – for Father Rueda to celebrate Mass with our little group in Maria’s Chapel, at 11.00 a.m. on 12th October, in English! What an awesome privilege this will be!
After scheduling a Rosary beforehand, for 10.30 a.m., I suddenly remembered that Maria died on this day, 50 years ago, at 10.33 a.m. Goodness!

Included with this bulletin are details of a new booklet entitled “Calling All God’s Children”.

May God bless and keep you all.

David D. Murray, Assistant Convenor.

POPES’ DIFFERING VIEWS ON MYSTICS
(By Daniel Klimek - MinistryValues.com - August 12, 2011)
That astute perception of the supernatural is something that not all popes have possessed in the same degree. It seems, as history and facts have shown us, that certain popes have had a greater grasp of mystical realities, and a deeper intuition of spiritual phenomena, than other popes. The case of Pope John XXIII speaks well to this. 

John XXIII is most famously known as the pope who formed the Second Vatican Council, of course one of the most important religious events of the twentieth century. For that, he does deserve much esteem. However, what is less known about Pope John is that he's had a very dubious history with the mystics... For example, Pope John had a negative opinion of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska, the Apostle of Divine Mercy, who today is recognized as one of the great visionaries and saints of the twentieth century, being canonized by Pope John Paul II in 2000... Yet, before all this could transpire, Pope John placed Sister Faustina's Divine Mercy writings on the Church's Index of Forbidden Books. 

Similarly, speaking of one of the most revered and esteemed saints of the twentieth century, Padre Pio - the great Italian stigmatic and mystic - was also someone whom John XXIII had a negative opinion of.  Today Padre Pio has become one of the most popular saints in all of Catholicism, having a worldwide following among millions of devotees and being, reportedly, responsible for thousands of miraculous healings with his saintly intercession... Finally and formally, the Italian friar was recognized as a saint by the Church in 2002; again, under the guidance and encouragement of Pope John Paul II, who for a long time revered the holy friar...

John's predecessor Pope Pius XII, and John's successor Pope Paul VI, also had a different perception of the mystical from the Vatican II pope. In fact Pope Pius XII was pressured by Cardinal Alfredo Ottaviani, head of the Holy Office then, to place Sister Faustina's Divine Mercy writings on the Index. Pius refused to do so, and Cardinal Ottaviani therefore pressured his successor, John XXIII, with the same task. John signed the decree to place Sister Faustina on the Index of Forbidden Books.  

Interestingly on the same day that Saint Faustina's writings were placed on the Index, Maria Valtorta was also placed on the Index by John XXIII with Cardinal Ottaviani's insistence...

Pope Pius held a positive opinion of Valtorta, once enunciating about her work (on 26th February 1948): "Publish this work as it is. There is no need to give an opinion on its origin, whether it be extraordinary or not; whoever reads it will understand. One hears talk of so many visions and revelations. I do not say that all are true; but some of them could be true." These words were spoken by Pius during a papal audience with Fr. Corrado Berti, Professor of Dogmatic and Sacramental Theology at the Pontifical "Marianum" Theological Faculty of Rome from 1939 onwards, who later become Secretary of the Faculty, as well as a consultant at the Second Vatican Council. The very next day, L'Osservatore Romano recorded this meeting in its February 27, 1948 edition. 

Interestingly, Pius XII was also a great supporter of Padre Pio, encouraging devotees to visit the Italian friar. Thus, that's three cases of modern mystics with which Pius' opinion differed from John's: on Sister Faustina, Padre Pio, and Maria Valtorta.

This disagreement in spiritual discernment would also be seen in Pope John's [successor], Pope Paul VI... in addition to starting the rehabilitation process that would lead to Padre Pio's eventual beatification and then canonization through John Paul II's papacy, Paul VI also made a significant decision that would affect the legacies of both Sister Faustina and Maria Valtorta. He abolished the Index of Forbidden Books on June 14, 1966. 

In fact, with regards to Maria Valtorta and her writings, Paul VI had a personal connection and devotion to her work. When Paul VI was Archbishop of Milan, he read one volume of Valtorta's The Poem of the Man God, deeply appreciating it and, thereafter, deciding to send her whole published work to the Seminary of Milan. This information was conveyed to Fr. Corrado Berti during a private meeting that the priest had in 1963 with Monsignor Pasquale Macchi, the private secretary of Pope Paul VI. 

Interestingly, this means that the negative opinions that John XIII held of three eminent mystics of the twentieth century - Faustina Kowalska, Padre Pio, and Maria Valtorta - were at odds with the positive opinions that Popes Pius XII and Paul VI held of these mystics, not to mention the positive opinions that Pope John Paul II held of both Faustina and Padre Pio, eventually presiding over their canonizations. 

A word is necessary here on the topic of papal infallibility... It does not mean that the Pope is perfect and never makes mistakes - a popular misconception... Papal infallibility simply refers to the fact that a pope's decision is infallible when he defines and promulgates a universal dogma in the Church to be true, ex cathedra. Ex cathedra, a Latin term that literally translates to "from the chair," refers to a dogmatic teaching of a pope that is made with the intention of infallibility and, therefore, cannot be overturned, for it is an eternal and universal truth recognized as being part of divine revelation. Things like the Index of Forbidden books, however, are not infallible... 

Not all popes have had the same intuitive sense of the supernatural. We see this fact throughout the twentieth century. Certain popes were clearly blessed with a greater perception of mystical realities in the Church. Popes Pius XII, Paul VI, and John Paul II all exuded a deeper and keener proclivity, in their decisions, of comprehending and understanding deeper, sublime truths associated with private revelations and mystical figures. John XXIII, on the other hand, while gracing the Church and the world with the breakthroughs of the Second Vatican Council, did not, as history shows, possess that same grasp of mysticism. 

----------
Maria Valtorta’s Writings Will Not Perish

(In the Plain of Esdraelon, Jesus is explaining to some peasants how his teachings will be passed on to - and not be lost by - future generations. He says:)
« ...We read in Jeremiah how the prophet told his secretary Baruch [Jer. 36:] to write what the Lord dictated to him, to go and read what he had written to those who had gathered in the house of the Lord, and to read it in place of the prophet who was in prison and could not go there. I will do the same. Among My apostles and disciples I have many faithful Baruchs. They will come and tell you the word of the Lord, and your souls will not perish. And I will not be caught through your fault, because the Most High God will conceal Me from their eyes until the hour when the King of Israel is to be shown to the crowds, so that the whole world may know Him.

And do not be afraid either, of losing the words which are in you. We read, always in Jeremiah, that also after the destruction of the scroll by Jehoiakim, king of Judah - who by burning the scroll hoped to destroy the eternal truthful words which God had dictated – [the scroll] remained, because the Lord gave this order to the prophet: "Take another scroll and write down all the words that were written on the scroll burnt by the king". And Jeremiah gave a scroll to Baruch - a scroll without any writing - and he dictated once again to his secretary the eternal words.

He added some more as well to complete the previous ones. This was because the Lord mends the damages caused by men when such amends are useful to souls, and He does not allow hatred to cancel the work of love.

Well, even if I - comparing Myself to a scroll full of holy verities - should be destroyed, do you think that the Lord would let you perish without the help of other scrolls, which will contain My words and those of My witnesses telling you what I cannot tell you (as I am a prisoner of Violence and am destroyed by it)? And do you think that what is impressed on the words in the scrolls of your hearts can be cancelled with the passing of time? No. The angel of the Lord will repeat those words to you, keeping them fresh in your souls eager for Wisdom. Not only. But he will explain them to you, and you will be wise through the word of your Master... »
(The Poem of the Man-God, Volume 4, p. 105.)
From the Baby Jesus

(Sent in by MareeTyrell from Subiaco, W.A.)

 (On November 28, 1943, Jesus said to Maria:)
"...On this first Sunday of Advent, which announces the coming of the Light into the world, I entreat you, O children, if you no longer dare to look at Me as Redeemer and Judge - because Pain brings fear and Justice brings terror to your degraded souls - look at Me as a little infant on Mary's lap. A baby cannot have anything but caresses and smiles. And I have these for you..."
(Notebooks 1943, p. 519)
On Suffering, and Love

(Shortly before His Ascension into Heaven, Jesus tells His apostles:)

« ...You know that the world does not know how to love. But from now on you are to love the world with a supernatural love, to teach it how to love.


And if seeing you persecuted, they should say to you: "Is that how God loves you? Making you suffer, grieving you? Then it is not worth while being of God". Reply: "Sorrow does not come from God. But God allows it, and we know the reason and we are proud of having the part that Jesus Saviour, the Son of God, had".   Reply: "We are proud of being nailed to the cross and of continuing the Passion of our Jesus" (see Gal. 2:20).   Reply with the words of Wisdom: "Death and sorrow were brought into the world by the envy of the demon, but God is not the maker of death and sorrow, and He does not take delight in the sorrow of creatures. Everything coming from Him is life and wholesome" (see Wis. 2:24).   Reply: "At present we seem persecuted and defeated, but on the day of God, when lots have changed, we just people - who were persecuted on the Earth - will stand gloriously in front of those who oppressed and despised us".   But also say to them: "Come to us! Come to the Life and Peace. Our Lord does not want your ruin, but your salvation. That is why He sent His beloved Son, so that you all might be saved" (see Jn. 3:16-18)...


I have told you which is the way and which is the door that lead to the Kingdom of Heaven. I was the first to walk along it, and I have gone back to the Father by it. If there had been another one, I would have taught it to you, because I take pity on your weakness as men. But there is no other one…


And pointing it out to you as the only way and the only door, I also tell you... which is the medicine that gives strength to go along it and enter? It is love. Always love.
Everything becomes possible when there is love in us. And the Love Who loves you will give you all the love, if in My Name you ask for so much love as to become athletes in holiness... »  (The Poem, Vol. 5, pp. 873-4)

A NEW BOOKLET


After completing my latest reading of the 5 volumes of The Poem, I started assembling a selection of extracts on the conversion of the Gentiles. Then I added another section on the conversion of the Jews, then another on reaching out to “Separated” Christians, and a final section on “Evangelizing” (cherry-picking passages from a previous Readers’ Group booklet on that subject). The final outcome (exciting for me) is now a 48-page booklet of 4 parts, entitled “Calling All God’s Children” (see list of sub-headings below). This booklet warrants a release date to mark Maria Valtorta’s death, on 12th October next. But it is available now, at a cost of $Aust 4.00.

PART 1:  CALLING THE JEWS

King of the Jews?


The Faith of the Poor and Marginalized

The Faithfulness and Tenacity of the Jews

What has Happened to the People of God?

Prophetic Words of Jesus

Having No More Excuse

The Hen and the Chickens

A Last Blossoming for Israel
Gamaliel’s Dispute with Saul

Justice, Mercy and Forgiveness

Jesus Pleads with Present-day Jews

Israel’s Last Resurrection

God Turns from Israel to the Gentiles

PART 2:  CALLING GENTILES AND

SAMARITANS

Jesus’ Last Instruction

The “Unknown God”

The Souls of Pagans

A Soul Remembers Fragments of Truth

Concern for a Convert’s Relatives

The Time of Grace

Socrates and the Soul

Virgil – a Pre-Christian Prophet

Heaven for a Virtuous Heathen

Heaven for All of Holy Will

The Virtues of Roman Wives

Hermogenes, Pythagoras and Demothsenes




Abraham’s Posterity

Other Children of Abraham

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman

Praying for the Samaritans

The Mysterious Calls of God, and of Conscience




The Example of Jesus

PART 3: CALLING SEPARATED CHRISTIANS
The Prayer for All Christians

Near, and Yet Separated

The Apostles and an Outsider

Finding John’s Love, in Peter’s Absence

The Apostles Also Ran Away

For Every Truly Christian Soul

Do Not Judge

Pray for All Christians

Prepare for Anti-Christian Times

Suffering for Separated Christians

Catholics Should Overcome Lukewarmness

Faith and Good Works will Justify

PART 4:  CALLING ALL

EVANGELIZERS
The First Meeting with Aglae

Andrew’s Evangelizing of Aglae
Seeds of Mary Magdalene's 
Conversion
Being United to God
An Initial Mercy, and Perseverance
All Souls are Different
Meeting with Defeats, Never Giving Up
Love is Never Lost

Marriage of a Believer and a Non-believer
Prayer is Never Wasted

Working with our Guardian Angels

See Jesus in Everyone

Evangelizing, with Jesus and Mary

Just One Soul…

Soul to Soul
Jesus Speaks to Us of our Present Times

Fear Not !!

A Few Future Goals
Coupled with “Mary, Mother of the Redeemer and the Church”, and “Maria Valtorta – Victim Soul”, this booklet completes a triad of major publications for the Readers’ Group, and surely must be signalling the coming close of my contributions to its resources during the past 16 years. (But who is to know if God has other ideas.)

Should somebody grasp the baton and carry on this work, I have just a few ideas for future Readers’ Group endeavours.

1. As of now, the 200+ audio tracks of the “Sunday Gospels” (MP3) series amount to the equivalent of about one volume of The Poem. Would it be possible for somebody to record an audio version of the whole 5 volumes of The Poem of the Man-God?


2. Just imagine a combination of Google Earth and GPS technology, to simulate the filming of fly-overs covering all of Jesus’ journeys through Palestine.


3. Just as the passages from The Poem have been cross-referenced to the chapters and verses of the Old and New Testaments (in the “Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem...”), think of a project whereby somebody cross-references passages from The Poem to the Catechism.

4. And here is a long shot. I have a dream that some day there might be established a University of the Writings of Maria Valtorta. Who knows? God knows!!

 




   
     LETTERS






   

(From Australia unless stated otherwise)

(A member of our New Zealand Readers Group branch placed an advert. in one of her local papers, offering a FREE lend of mystical Christian writings which inspire love for God, saying she had a genuine desire to share these special books -The Poem of the Man-God - to anyone interested. Four people answered with a request to read it. 

She now reports : I must tell you of a heartening experience from one lady.)

“When she came to get Volume 1, I thought she was at least 65 yrs., was a bit hunched up, thin and nervous. She was afraid of some people with good reason. I kept in touch every 3 months as arranged, to make sure she still wanted to read, and always the reply was that she was very happy with it and keen to keep going.
“After a year, she had finished and was ready for Volume 2. I was able to go to her this time and waited at the open door after knocking. A lady of about 50-55 years came out, striding, smiling, not thin. It was the same person! She told me her story and how The Poem had changed her life. She said she had been calling out to God to help. Everything started to turn around. Things happened and she read and read. She read the whole thing more than once! She was strong and happy and just so thrilled that this book had come in answer to her cry. I was also thrilled because I was saying to our Lord that there must be some people out there who want this treasure! Sure enough there are! And she had carried my torn-out advert. around in her pocket for weeks before she had the courage to make contact!”

Keep on offering these books, pilgrims! God Bless.
GWEN STORY, Taradale, New Zealand.
My wife and I are friends of [a local priest], who has introduced us to Maria Valtorta’s publications. We have almost finished the first volume, we have the opportunity to have [this priest] staying with us, and twice a day he will reads out loud, one to three chapters from The Poem.

I have to tell you that the Lord’s revelations to Maria via her writings have changed our lives. Her writings have opened up a new realm of understanding and awe of our Lord and His Blessed Mother.

NEIL & MARY MARTIN, Des Plains IL, USA.

Padre Pio was an advocate of Maria Valtorta’s writings. One year before Padre Pio’s death, a woman named Mrs. Elisa Lucchi asked him if he advised reading The Poem of the Man-God by Maria Valtorta. He replied, "I don’t just advise you, I insist that you read it!".

Fr. Leo, a personal chaplain of Mother Theresa of Calcutta for 3 years, noticed that she always carried 3 books with her, wherever she went. One was the Bible and another was her breviary. He asked about the third, and it was The Poem of the Man-God by Maria Valtorta. He asked her what it was about, and she told him "Read it". He asked her again, and she responded with the same answer, "Read it". Additionally, in 1996, Mother Theresa made a personal request of artist Susan Conroy to render a depiction of Our Blessed Mother as She appeared in a description by Maria Valtorta.

Several Medjugorje Visionaries verified that Our Holy Mother endorses The Poem. In an interview with Attorney Jan Connell of the Pittsburgh Center for Peace on January 27, 1988, Connell asked the visionary Vicka Ivankovich if there were any other books Our Lady had told her about. Vicka replied: "Our Lady said if a person wants to know Jesus he should read The Poem of the Man-God by Maria Valtorta. That book is the truth."...
   I went home, purchased the set and read all of it to a blind friend of mine. Sometimes for hours and hours. We couldn't stop reading it.

DEACON JOE BENIN, Annandale VA, USA.

It has been interesting to read comments of other readers as to how they got “hooked” on The Poem, and how it is very hard to read anything else. This has been my experience, and still is after reading The Poem’s five volumes. I feel that I need more enlightenment of some of Jesus’ teachings, and I hope I can find this.

ELAINE SOMERVILLE, Werribee, Vic.
I believe you have spoken to [a friend], who has been “into” the Valtorta books since I first read them. I passed them onto both my late mother and to her, and they believed. I also was able to introduce Valtorta to my auntie who immediately bought all the books, and insisted they be kept for her descendants to read. However, since her death, [my friend] is the holder of the books, and we hope and pray that someday her family will ask to read them.

I presume you are aware that I, and probably most people who have read Valtorta, don’t do much secular reading nowadays...

LORRAINE TWENTYMAN, Altona, Vic.
Praying the Rosary (Pocket-book)

Just got the booklet in the mail today. Thank you so much, I prayed the Joyful Mysteries with it already and it was very beautiful to actually picture everything as it really happened. My mind tends to wander a lot during the rosary so maybe I should use this more!... I have not read the whole Poem yet although I have read here and there. Hopefully one day I can TRULY read it.

JOSEPH RIZZI, Staten Island NY, USA.

The “Sunday Gospels (MP3) Audios”
I have just listened to the Sunday Gospel audio for Trinity Sunday, and while I know I have told you before, I need to tell you again. Thank you for giving such a big chunk of your life in putting this together. I get so much from it, I am always moved to tears, and your beautiful gentle voice and nuances have a lot to do with this too...

CATHRINE LOFT, Glen Iris, Vic.

†   R I P   †
Please pray for the soul of Joseph Sichivula Chilengwe,
father of Sister Mary Chilengwe of Kabwe, Zambia, 

who passed away on 20th July 2011.

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons. Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $Aust 12.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.) A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century. The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed. May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]






The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His Face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  


(Num. 6:24-6.)





“Lord, I do not ask You for the glory of your visions, but for the grace to love You more and more.” (Notebooks 1944, p. 439.)








�





�








