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E-BULLETIN NO. 60, DECEMBER 2010
MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP 
 11 Best Street, Ringwood, Vic. 3134,  Australia.
Tel. +61 3 9879 7853   E-mail:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au
Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au
 (Jesus to Maria): “Let us turn to the little sheep, seeking to be

acquainted with their Master. It is I, and you are the staff,

leading them to Me.” (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 246)
“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” 

– Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)

EDITORIAL
Dear Readers’ Group Members,

I hope you find some useful reading in this, the completion of 15 years of Readers’ Group bulletins !! I wish you and your families a grace-filled Christmas, and many blessings for the coming year, AND click on this link:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXh7JR9oKVE&feature=autofb

Enclosed, with this Bulletin, is our latest Catalogue.


There has been a growing demand for multiple copies of the three initial items on page 2 of the Catalogue – by members to pass on as gifts. As a special offer, the cost for these little booklets (for 10 - of one, or a mixture) has been reduced by 20%. Prices (in $Aust), for December only, are:
The Nativity, the Shepherds, and the Three Wise Men: $2.80

The Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ: $4.00

Praying the Rosary, and the Writings of Maria Valtorta: $7.20
(Email me to order. $A1.00 fetches about $US 0.98 at present)
12th October 2011

Recently Hermann Munk, a German member, sent in a link to a video of a group from Germany of which he was a leader. The group recently arrived by bus at the Vatican Square during a homily by Pope Benedict, and unfurled a large banner with the words: 

“BEATIFICAZIONE MARIA VALTORTA”

[See http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oia5eRdmcI4 ]
Commenting on this video, one of our priest-readers said: “...I was thinking that there should be a world-wide thrust to have multitudes and banners galore in St Peter's for a Papal Blessing on one of Maria's feast days. Beatification requires exposure on a large and consistent scale... [It has been said that] there is a ground-swell happening, and I would think that NOW is the time to add to it in a major fashion.
“I will pray and offer Masses for this intention. I know so many, including myself, who owe much to Maria's writings - it is now our time to give back to her. This will be a double-whammy - as it help her to be recognised, but also it will draw wider attention to her writings.”

12th October 2011 is the 50th anniversary of Maria Valtorta’s death. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if Valtorta readers from different parts of the world might descend upon Rome and participate in a general get-together (or whatever) – on or about that date !


I’ve written to the Valtorta publishers in Italy, proposing this idea, and will keep you informed.


In the meantime, I’ve been talking to a travel agent in Australia, floating the idea of a pilgrimage to Italy, of Valtorta readers from Australia and New Zealand - and linking up with readers from other countries - in October 2011. Suggestions for such a tour might include (starting from northern Italy) Padua, Loreto, Assissi, Viareggio (where Maria lived), Florence (where her tomb is venerated in a Chapel adjacent to the Bascilica of the Annunciation), and then Rome, (And perhaps as a final option, Medjugorje?)


SO, I’m now asking you, readers in Australia and other countries, for expressions of interest in this idea.

May God bless and keep you all.

David D. Murray, Assistant Convenor

A little girl had just finished her first week of school. "I'm just wasting my time," she said to her mother. "I can't read, I can't write, and they won't let me talk!"
A Seeming Contradiction?
A reader passed on his concerns about the following two dictations from Jesus:
“That is why I shuddered and cried before Judas’ spiritual corpse.  I shuddered and cried [later] before My dead friend [Lazarus]. But I knew that I would call him back to life and I rejoiced seeing his soul already in Limbo.  Here…I had the Demon in front of Me.  And I will say no more.”  (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 448)

and

“I solemnly tell you that, if Hell did not already exist and was not perfect in its torments, it would have been created even more dreadful and eternal for Judas. Because of all sinners and damned souls, he is the most damned and the biggest sinner, and throughout eternity there will be no mitigation of his sentence.”
(The Poem, Vol. 5, p. 580)
Puzzled at first, this later became clearer to me. The first commentary follows an early passage where Jesus explained to Maria Valtorta why He was crying in advance about Judas. As He was to cry much later at the corpse of His dead friend Lazarus (but would rejoice, knowing He was to call Lazarus back to life), He was also crying for Judas’ SPIRITUAL corpse, BECAUSE HE LOVED THEM BOTH! – Ed.

My Living Will
Last night my sister and I were sitting in the den and I said to her, 'I never want to live in a vegetative state, dependent on some machine and fluids from a bottle to keep me alive. That would be no quality of life at all, If that ever happens, just pull the plug.'
So she got up, unplugged the computer, and threw out my wine. 
Starting a Small Group?

(John Swidryk of Toronto, Canada writes:)
I am enthralled as I read more and more of The Poem of the Man-God, and wish to share these profound insights of the Life of Our Saviour. I was thinking of starting up a prayer group that would utilize Maria Valtorta's works. Do you happen to meet in such a capacity, and if so, would you please give me your type of format to follow.

With like-minded individuals here, I wish to know, love and serve God, and would find it a fitting complement within the Catholic mystical writings of Maria Valtorta to achieve this catechetical goal. 
(Editor’s reply:) Different groups might choose a different meeting style. I belong to a small group of Valtorta readers, meeting about once a month. We simply start with a prayer, then each of us reads a passage from either The Poem of the Man-God or one of Maria Valtorta’s other books (Notebooks 1943 is one of our favourites), and speaks about what it means to them. IT’S A SHARING AND LISTENING TIME, and we save any discussion till the end of the meeting, which we conclude with a prayer. We try to keep to a 2-hour limit, and find that a maximum of 7-8 people gives enough time for each of us. Below are four passages shared at a recent meeting.
1. On Sanctifying Grace


(Introducing His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says:)
« ...Sanctifying Grace: the life of the soul. The most spiritual thing deposited in our spiritual soul. The Grace that makes us children of God, because it preserves us from the death of sin. And who is not dead, "lives" in the house of the Father: Paradise; in My Kingdom: Heaven. What is this Grace that sanctifies and gives Life and Kingdom? Oh! Not many words are required! Grace is love. Grace is therefore God. It is God Who, admiring Himself in the creature whom He created perfect, loves Himself, contemplates Himself, desires Himself, gives Himself what is His own to multiply it, to delight in the multiplication, to love Himself in the many others who are others Himself...
You are divine reservoirs of Love! That is what you are, and no death is given to your being, because you are eternal, as God is, being like God... You are immortal like the holy spirits that super-nourished you, returning to you enriched by their own merits. You live and nourish, you live and enrich, you live and form the most holy thing which is the Communion of the spirits, from God, the Most Perfect Spirit, down to the last born baby, who sucks his mother's breast for the first time...
There is sin and there is separation. But before the power of the Redeemer, Sin - the cruel separation between the Father and the children - will collapse like a wall shaken by a new Samson. I have already got hold of it and I am shaking it, and it is about to fall. And Satan is trembling with wrath and impotence, as he can avail nothing against My power, and he realises that so much prey is being snatched from him and that it is becoming more difficult to drag man to sin. Because when I will have taken you to My Father, through Me, and you have been cleansed and strengthened by My Blood and sorrow, Grace will come back to you, lively and powerful, and you will be triumphant, if you so wish. God does no violence to your thoughts or your sanctification. You are free. But He gives you back your strength. He gives you back your freedom from Satan's empire. It is up to you to take upon yourselves the infernal yoke or to put angelical wings on your souls. It depends on you, with Me as your brother to guide you and nourish you with an immortal food... »

(The Poem, Vol. 2, pp. 134-5.)


(A short time later, introducing His first teaching of the “Our Father” to His apostles, Jesus says:)


« ... Remember it carefully. Meditate on it continuously. Practise it in your actions. You need nothing else to sanctify yourselves. If one were alone, in a heathen place, without churches, without books, one would already have all the knowledge to meditate on in this prayer and a church in his heart for this prayer. One would have a safe rule of sanctification... »

(The Poem, Vol. 2, p. 327.)

2. Just Doing Our Duty


[In Maria Valtorta’s account of the Gospel of 3rd October (Lk. 17:5-9 – The Poem Vol. 4, pp. 50-1), Jesus says:]
« ...A servant must serve his master, and the master is not obliged to him, just because the servant has done what the master had ordered him to do in the morning. Because, while it is true that the master must be kind to his servant, so it is the duty of the servant, not to be lazy or a squanderer. He must cooperate for the welfare of the master who feeds and clothes him. Would you tolerate your boat assistants, your peasants, workmen, your house servant saying to you: "Serve me because I have worked"? I don’t think so.

So, consider what you have done, and what you do for Me. And in future, bear in mind what you will do to continue My work, and to continue to serve your Master. You will see that you have always done much less than was fair to do, to be on a par with what you received from God. So you must always say: "We are unprofitable servants, because we have only done our duty". If you reason like this, you will see that you will no longer feel pretensions and bad temper arising in you, and you will act according to justice. »

Jesus is silent. They are all pensive.

Peter nudges John - who is pondering, staring with his blue eyes at the waters, which from indigo have become silver-blue in the moonlight - and says to him: « Ask Him when is it that one does more than one's duty. I would like to be able to do more than my duty… »

« I, too, Simon. I was just thinking of that » replies John with his beautiful smile. And in a loud voice he asks: « Master, tell me: will the man who serves You never be able to do more than his duty, to tell You that he loves You completely? »

Jesus replies: « Child, God has given you so much, that in all fairness, all your heroism would always be too little. But the Lord is so good, that He does not measure - with His infinite measure - what you give Him. He measures it with the limited measure of human capability. And when He sees that you have given without selfishness, with a full measure, overflowing generously, He then says: "This servant of Mine has given Me more than was his duty. I will therefore give him the superabundance of My rewards". »

Then Peter exclaims: « Oh! How happy I am! I will give You an overflowing measure, to have that superabundance! »

« Yes, you will give that to Me. You will all give that to Me. All who are lovers of the Truth, of the Light, will give it to Me. And they will be supernaturally happy with Me. »
(I re-discovered this passage after I had just sent the 4th “Pilgrim’s Guide...” edition to the printer. Now approaching my 79th birthday and dealing with the sudden death of my daughter Robyn, I was thinking that this might be the last big project I’d undertake for the Readers’ Group. So think again and be happy David, switch off for a little while, and then back to the drawing board! – Ed.)

A Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God

This (now 193-page) 4th Edition of the Pilgrim’s Guide is now available, at a cost of $A20.00 (or $A15.00 for Readers’ Group members). The only substantial change is a significantly expanded General Index, with more useful details of individual references for targeted searching. A digital copy of the file of this Index can be emailed to readers who have the 3rd edition, on request. But it is not available as a hard copy.

I also have a copy of this General Index translated into Italian, and cross-referenced to the chapter/part pages of the latest 10-volume Italian edition – Ed.
3. On Prayer


(Jesus says:)

"From dawn to dusk and from dusk to dawn God is merciful and beneficent towards you, and only some who are very rare exceptions among the children of God raise their gaze and heart to say to Him with a smile, 'Thank You, good Father. I recognize Your hand in this gift.' When you show mercy, do so only out of love ‑ for God, to imitate the good Father; for your neighbor, to obey My word and My example.

"Prayer! Oh, what a good thing prayer is! God has placed it in man's heart, like the need to breathe. Isn't it in fact the breathing of the soul? Without breath, the movement of the blood also ceases, and the body dies. Prayer is what keeps the spirit alive, always maintaining it in the sight of God. Two who see one another cannot forget each other. Isn't that true? Well then, prayer is to place oneself in the sight of God, as a son or daughter, and say, 'Here I am. I know that You are my Father, and I thus dear near to You. Who can I speak to in the certainty of being understood if not to Him who has taught me the Word, His Word?'

"But prayer, like other things, must be pure. Not done for human gain. Among the billion prayers said on earth every day, 999 million are said to request human joy, money, and health, and sometimes they even arrive at asking for death to gain freedom from someone who is hateful for you, requesting misfortune for one of your fellow men who, rightly or wrongly, is guilty of not being to your liking...

"Only a million prayers are said to request supernatural aid which will enable you to rise to that perfection which you want to reach to do something pleasing to God, Who wants you to be holy and reunited with Him. These million prayers rise up humbly and gratefully and say, 'Father, help me to sanctify myself. My weakness needs You in order to be strong. Father, I want to love You perfectly and cannot. Teach me to do so. You, Love. Father, I know and remember what You have already given me. Without You, I would be wretched in body and even more in spirit. Thank You, Father, for everything. I say, "Continue, continue with Your benefits." But not out of a thirst for human well‑being. More than for the flesh, I say, "Continue" for my spirit, to which I want to give back the eternal Country. O holy Father, Your little creature is sighing at Your breast. Support me on the way so that I will not be detoured onto other roads and will come to You, my Rest and Joy.'

"The desire to possess the gifts of God, and sanctity, is almost an obligation..."
(Notebooks 1944, pp. 475-7)
4. On Forgiving

(In His passages on teaching us to die, Jesus says:)

"It is time to divest oneself of all that is a weight, to fly more securely to God. You cannot take with you either affections or riches which are not spiritual and good. And there is no man who dies without having to forgive one or many of his fellows for something ‑ and in many areas, for many reasons. What man reaches the point of dying without having suffered the harshness of betrayal, estrangement, deceit, usury, or any other form of harm from relatives, consorts, or friends? Well then, it is time to forgive, in order to be forgiven. To forgive completely, leaving aside not only the rancor, the memory, but even the conviction that our reason for indignation was proper. It is the hour of death. Time, the world, business affairs, and affections come to an end and become 'nothingness.' Now only one truth exists: God. What good is it, then, to carry over the threshold what belongs to this side of the threshold?

"To forgive. And since reaching the perfection of love and forgiveness ‑ which is not even to say, 'And yet I was right' any more ‑ is very, too difficult for man. The task of forgiving on our behalf thus passes on to the Father. To give Him our forgiveness, Him, Who is not a man, Who is perfect, Who is good, Who is the Father, so that He will purify it in His Fire and give it - once it has been rendered perfect - to those deserving forgiveness.

"To forgive the living and the dead. Yes, the dead, too, who have been the cause of pain. Their death has removed many sharp edges from the indignation of the offended ‑ it has sometimes removed all of them. But the memory still remains. They have caused suffering, and one remembers that they have caused suffering. This memory always sets a limit upon our forgiveness. No, not any more now. Now death is about to remove every limit from the spirit. One is entering the infinite. To remove, then, this memory, too, which limits forgiveness. To forgive, to forgive, so that the soul will have no weight and torment from memories and be at peace with all the brothers and sisters who are alive or are being purified, before encountering the Peaceful One.

"'Father, forgive them.' Holy humility, gentle love of the forgiveness granted, which entails forgiveness asked of God for the debts towards God and towards one's neighbor, of those requesting forgiveness for their sisters and brothers. An act of love. To die in an act of love is to receive the indulgence of love. Blessed are those who are able to forgive, in expiation for all their hardness of heart and for their sins of wrath.”

(Notebooks 1945-50,  pp. 280-1)
A senior citizen was driving down the freeway, and his car phone rang. He heard his wife's voice, "Herman, there's a car going the wrong way on Interstate 77. Please be careful!"  "Wow!" said Herman, "It's not just one car. It's hundreds of them!"

A Year for St. Joseph?

(A priest-member writes:)

I am getting a petition underway to go to Rome, asking the Pope to declare 2012 a Year Dedicated to St Joseph. 

Could you help us promote it through your contacts? There is a lot of interest in this, and we will need of course to reach out to a global body of people, organisations etc.
(In the last page of this bulletin’s supplement is a petition form which interested members might circulate and send to the Vatican – Ed.)

 




   
     LETTERS






   
(From Australia unless stated otherwise)
The Valtorta Books
This week I have been wondering what we might all have in common, those of us who have been “discovered” by The Poem. The testimonies I have read or know show what an absolute miracle it has been for each of us. 

I wonder how many have come upon it without reference or recommendation. It would be a fascinating study.

MIMI KINTNER, Santiago, Chile.
The Bulletins and Booklets


I was quite thrilled to read Ed Ford's prayers - both of which I had made a particular point (just the last week) of memorising them and saying them regularly.  It was amazing to read them in the Bulletin again.
GWEN STORY, Taradale, New Zealand


(I’ve just been speaking to my good friend Ed, and he told me that he and his wife Hestor are celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary. Congratulations !! – Editor.)
I stumbled across you and Maria by looking for her booklet on “Praying the Rosary”, and I have been blessed since to receive these bulletins. There is always something that speaks directly to my heart. During and after reading Maria’s words - Jesus' words and Mary's words - I am filled with that fire of the Holy Spirit and my heart is full of joy. Truly a blessing!
  JEN KELLEY, Bristol RI, USA

A Message from India
(The Secretary, Society for Apostles of Mary in Tuticorin, India, writes:)

The translating work of the volumes of Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of Man-God into our vernacular, Tamil - previously done by our dear Rev. Fr. Antony Xavier and  hindered by his demise - has again been resumed.  In fact, we have 10 volumes in Tamil, each having 600 to 1000 pages.  Out of these 10, the first five have already been published, translated entirely by Fr. Antony Xavier.  After his death, the 10th volume was translated and published.  Now, the translation, proof reading and the correction of the 6th volume have been completed.  The seventh volume is being translated.
The copies of the first three volumes already printed, each 2000 copies, are out of stock. The fourth one, we have but a few copies left.  And as many are contacting us to get them, we have to reprint them as early as possible.  So, we now have to print the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and the 6th volumes. But our poor sources of income do not allow us to do it.  So, please provide us with monetary help to bring these volumes to printing. As we know that you helped our Rev. Fr. Antony Xavier, we are also looking for a good word from you since we have no one who can help us.  
The translation of the 7th, 8th and 9th volumes will be finished in a maximum 18 months...
Be assured of our prayers for your success in your holy mission. And we request you to pray for us too.
(A copy of one of the new volumes was enclosed with the letter. I’ll be happy to pass on any contributions towards this enterprise, which Readers’ Group members might be able to make. – Ed.)
†   R I P   †
Thanks for mentioning the passing away of mother. My Dad could not bear the solitude, and his heart gave up, slowly, quietly, [9 days later], surrounded by his 11 children. We buried their ashes together... wrapped in a beautiful blanket, in the same box... They were both 93, had been married for 68 years, and I have the certainty that they are in Heaven. Dad did his purgatory here on earth waiting to go and join Mom. Yes, a beautiful story and their greatest heritage is my family: a very strong, loving bond between all of us AND with our sisters/brother-in-law...
ADELE PLAMONDON, Pierrefonds QC, Canada.

Please pray for the souls of:

Jean-Paul Naubert, father of Adele Plamondon (above), who died on 18th May 2010 - aged 93 years; and

Robyn Mary Murray, only daughter of David Murray of Ringwood Vic., mother of 3 and grandmother of 3, who died suddenly on 18th September 2010, aged 49 years.

(Some 20 years ago, while conducting courses in communication skills – especially in how to listen when someone is grieving - I penned the following words They have become much more meaningful to me now – David.)

There Comes a Time...

Give me your silence and your presence.

Your silence, because sometimes

words get in the way.

Your presence, because Jesus will also be present, when you are listening to me.

Love the Jesus in the poor-of-heart spirit you see.

That is what love is – your Jesus and my Jesus.

The Jesus in your heart –

meeting the Jesus in my heart.
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $12.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]






The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His Face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  


(Num. 6:24-6.)





“Lord, I do not ask You for the glory of your visions, but for the grace to love You more and more.” (Notebooks 1944, p. 439.)
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