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E-BULLETIN NO. 58, JUNE 2010
MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP,  AUSTRALIA 
 11 Best Street, Ringwood, Vic. 3134. Tel. +61 3 9879 7853 

E-mail:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au
Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au
 (Jesus to Maria): “Let us turn to the little sheep, seeking to be

acquainted with their Master. It is I, and you are the staff,

leading them to Me.” (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 246)
“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” 

– Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)


Dear Readers’ Group Members,


I’m delighted to report that the second edition of A Reader’s Guide to Maria Valtorta’s Other Writings is almost complete, and should be available in a couple of weeks. Significant additions have been made to the “Books to Scripture” and “Scripture to Books” sections, and the “General Index” chapter has been greatly expanded.


In Bulletin #57, I mentioned that the preparation of this Guide had two special outcomes:

1. Publication of the new 72-page book: Maria Valtorta – a Victim Soul, Her Saintly Life, Mission and Writings;
and


2. A personal 7-chapter treasure-chest of insights and teachings entitled: For Spiritual Nourishment and Survival. Its first chapter forms this issue’s Supplement – “Angels and Saints, Souls and Spirits”. Other chapters will follow in future Supplements. 
An unexpected third outcome of this endeavour has been the assembly of passages on the theme Maria Valtorta’s Writings and Scripture. This undertaking has been “waiting in the wings” now for some years – providentially so, as it would not have been complete enough for my liking, without the identification of some vital passages in the General Index of the Reader’s Guide.... The selected passages are from all of Maria’s published books, and should add another component for proof of the authenticity of Maria’s writings. A booklet with the above title will be available in a couple of weeks


Prices (in $Aust): $16.00 (unchanged - $12.00 for members) for the Readers’ Guide (about 112 pages as before, wire-bound); and $4.00 for Maria Valtorta’s Writings and Scripture.


May God bless and keep you all.


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor
Ps. Fr. Jorge Fuentes from Mexico is looking for a Spanish to English translator. If you can help, please contact me.

A Meditation for the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ

(On June 20, 1946 – the Feast of Corpus Christi - Azariah, Maria’s Guardian Angel, speaks of flour and honey:)

"It is said that the flour and honey, with which people are summoned to the Eucharistic sweetnesses (Ps. 81:17), are mentioned in remembrance of the Manna: the bread raining down from heaven like dew and coriander seed, and tasting like flour with honey, a symbol of the Eucharist given to the Jewish people.

"But I, an angel, want you to know what we think, in gazing at the Son and the Mother: the Son Who has become Bread, and the Mother, blessed, on Whom you feed as well, in feeding on Him. Oh, it is truly this way! For on what do you feed, if not on the Bread who is the Son of Mary, of Her Most Pure and sweet, formed as a Man by means of Herself: with Her virgin blood, with Her milk as Virgin Mother, with Her love as Virgin Spouse?

"Yes, God nourishes you with pure wheat flour. The intact ear, growing on chosen ground in God's enclosed Garden and ripened in the warmth of the God Sun, has become flour, flour to give you the Jesus Bread.

"She has become flour. It is not just an expression! Out of love for you, out of love for men, She immolated Herself, She was reduced to dust between the millstones of obedience and pain. She was the Intact One, whom marriage, Childbirth, and Death were unable to affect, violate, or reduce to dust, as with every mortal. Only love could. Love delivered Her to the millstone where She became Co‑Redemptrix, changing from an ear into wheat flour....

"The Son said, 'If the grain does not die, it does not later become an ear' (Jn. 12:24)  What mortal - more than Mary, the One not destined to die - has been able to die to self and to personal affections, to give you the Bread of Life? She - Who did not know death - has tasted all the deaths of renunciations, to give you the rich fruit of the Savior and Redeemer.

"And later, as the Mother, She raised Him for you with the best of Herself, with Her virginal Milk. And therefore - still with Her Blood, which gave motion to the Heart beating for God alone, and with Her blood turned into maternal love - She raised Him for you with Her warmth, with Her care, and with all the honey drawn from the intact rock (Dt. 32:13), rising high towards Heaven, kissed by the God Sun. And finally She gave Him to you to eat, flavored not only by the honey of Her love, but also by the salt of Her weeping.

"Oh, Holy One! Holy Mother and Nurturer of the Human Race! Chosen Granary! Garden filled with flowers and golden bees! Enclosed Garden and gentle fount! (Song 4:12)

"The true Bread really is Jesus, but it is also Mary, also the One who has rendered the Word as a Man to give Him to men, for redemption and nourishment. Wisdom, Life and Strength are this Bread. But it is also Purity, Grace, and Humility. For if this Bread is Jesus, this bread is also Mary, who has made Jesus with the flour of Her body and the honey of Her Heart. Bread which recalls the Divine Passion. Bread which recalls the true Body and true Blood of Jesus Christ. But Bread which, to help you to be worthy to benefit from the Redemption - which is the Consummation of the Lamb on the Altar of the Cross - must also remind you of the God-like One who formed that Bread in Her Womb..."
[Book of Azariah, pp. 141-2 (1993), 146-7 (2007)]

We’ve been having the Years of St. Paul and for Priests.

“What about a Year of St. Joseph?”
PRAYER AND FASTING

(Hans Enderle, from Tokyo, Japan, writes:)
“Can you tell me if there is a reference to Mk. 9: 29 in Valtorta somewhere?  As you know, some Bible translations have Jesus saying "prayer AND fasting" in this passage, while most others have it only as "prayer"

Below are five extracts from Maria Valtorta’s writings, which relate to this passage (see also Mt. 17:21):
(The apostles have returned after Jesus had sent them out, two by two, to evangelize. Judas Iscariot is upset because he was unable to cure a boy who was suffering with convulsions, and he asks Jesus:)
« ...Increase our power, at least the power of Your apostles, so that we may not suffer such defeats again. »

And Jesus says, « It is not right for Me to increase your power and it would be of no avail. You must do that by yourselves, in order to succeed. It is through your insufficiency that you failed, and also because you diminished what I gave you by means of unholy elements, which you wanted to add, hoping to attain greater triumphs. »

« Are You referring to me, Lord? » asks the Iscariot.

« You know if you deserve it. I am speaking to everybody. »

Bartholomew asks: « Then, what is necessary to cast out such demons? »

« Prayer and fasting. Nothing else is required. Pray and fast. And not only in your bodies. It is good for you that your pride has been left devoid of satisfaction. Satisfied pride makes mind and soul listless and prayer becomes tepid and inert, just as the body, when it is too full, becomes sleepy and sluggish... »  (The Poem, Vol. 3, pp. 416-7)

----------

(Maria Valtorta writes:)

Feeling as I do now, I have been tempted to soften my usual mortifications a bit, which I have been rigorously resuming for some months, for I felt Jesus desired them.

But my Jesus replies to me:

"No, Persevere. The world is covered with a sea of sins, and oceans of penance are needed to wash them away. If there were many of you to expiate, I could say, 'Moderate'. But there are too few of you, and the need is so great. There would be little reparation from what you are able to do. There is an enormous disproportion between sin and expiation. But I don't look at what you are able to do; I observe and judge that you are doing all you can. All. I want this all to make infinite reparation. The all of my imitators - lovers and victims - to make infinite amends for sinners.

"Persevere. You will not die for this reason. But, rather, Peace and Light will enter you increasingly. Remember, moreover, that when, out of human prudence, you moderated penance, temptation insinuated itself and doubled you over. I permitted it then. Now I don't. And you can understand the reasons.

"Help Me to defeat Satan in hearts. Certain demons are defeated by prayer and suffering - remember this. Have mercy. I ask you to have mercy on sinners and on Me. They are your brothers and sinners and are unable to love Me. Your penance must light a fire in extinguished hearts. I am your Brother, and I am flagellated by sinners. If you saw Me flagellated humanly - you, that can't bear to see an animal lashed - wouldn't you leap forward to defend your Jesus?...
"Remember: you no longer belong to yourself You are the victim. So, for the sake of love and to be faithful to your ministry, do not moderate. Every act of penance is one wound less for your God. You receive it for Me. Every act of penance is a light which is lit in a heart. I will take penance away from you when I judge the suffering to be sufficient and place the palm in your hand. I alone. I am your Lord.

"Consider how often I was tired of suffering, and yet I suffered, for your sake… Because I loved you…"

(Notebooks 1943, pp. 138-9)

----------

 (Jesus speaks of His temptation in the desert*...)
“I went to a solitary place. But why? When? To do what? To prepare Myself with penance ‑ an indispensable preparation for God's works ‑ for my mission, about to begin... Now the time for evangelization was coming, the dangers of exaltation and hatred and contacts with sinners and with everything representing what is commonly called the 'world.'

"I prepared Myself with penance and prayer. I completed my preparation with victory over Satan..."
(Notebooks 1945-50, p. 368)


*(Mt. 4:1-11; Mk. 1:12-13;  Lk. 4:1-13)
----------

(Maria writes:)

I shall attempt to describe the inexpressible, ineffable, beatific vision in the late evening yesterday... and before undertaking this description... I wondered, "Should I write first or do my penance?"...

But the voice of light of the Holy Spirit... tells me, enwrapping my soul in its flashing of love, "First penance and then the writing of what constitutes your joy. Penance must always precede everything, in you, for it is what merits joy for you. Every vision arises from a prior penance, and every penance opens the way for every higher contemplation. You live for this reason. You are loved for this reason. You will be blessed for this reason. Sacrifice, sacrifice. Your way, your mission, your strength, your glory."

I then did all my daily penances first..."
(Notebooks 1944, p. 313)

----------

(The Holy Spirit speaks of the example of Jesus’ Eucharistic sacrifice...)
"...Perpetual sacrifice and living sacrifice. The new sacri​fice of the perfect Religion. "This is My Body, this is My Blood which are given up for you. Do this in memory of Me." He uses the present [tense]. Because in fact, until the end of time, the Sacrifice will always be new and always the same as the one consumed by Christ, equally valid be​fore God and in favour of men.

"However, to the living Sacrifice which is consumed upon the altars, man must join to it his own individual sacrifice. This is the one of all hours to be carried out in all his occupations, duties, and above all, in the will of God, even if it is a will of sorrow. A sacrifice that can be either of the flesh, in the form of diseases, poverty and exhausting work; moral, in the form of injustices, calumnies and incomprehension; or spiritual, in the form of persecutions on the part of men or abandonments of God in order to test the faith of His ser​vant. And more: faithfulness to the Law by preserving bod​ies, thoughts, sentiments and spirits in a chaste, just and loving manner.

"Because this, more than the outward rites, constitutes the reasonable service of which Paul speaks. Not only the form, but the substance of the service to God. And the sub​stance is given by renewing oneself, by a continual renewal of the individual I... a continual spiritual and moral renewal in order to make oneself into a new humanity, transforming oneself ever more in Christ. The essence of the devotion to God is given by a continual, arduous and sometimes even sorrowful ascend​ing towards the perfection - in order to do the will of God, the first and common divine will for all creatures with di​vine likeness and predestination to glory: that they make themselves holy in order to rise to the dwelling place of the Father forever..."
(...Paul to the Romans, pp. 299-300)


 




   
LETTERS






(From Australia unless stated otherwise)
The Valtorta Books

...Yesterday I was reading about little Marjiam. I made a little sacrifice and thought about the honey he once sacrificed. How touching it is, what a beautiful gift Jesus gives us .... to see these people and feel that we could almost reach out and embrace them, cry with them, rejoice with them. How much I have grown so fond of the holy women, such beautiful, generous, long suffering and patient ladies like Mary of Alpheus, and Porphyria... And how much I've grown so fond of the Apostles. They seem both like dear fathers as well as loyal, true brothers. I am so much looking forward to embracing them. I think of Thomas so warm hearted and cheerful, then Matthew so seasoned and tactful....and I could go on. Simon the Zealot, how I look forward to seeing him... and Andrew, quiet and strong, patient, gentle. And John. O what can one say of John. Well, let us pray that all the children of the earth who have been so blessed to discover Maria Valtorta will all meet in Heaven, to thank Maria for all she gave to Jesus and Mary, for watching over us, our needs, our longings... and our loved ones.


JANICE CUMMINGS, Grain Valley MO, USA.

[Some years ago] I found  a copy of The Poem of the Man God in  Paris, I couldn't stop reading it, since it provides such a beautiful first hand account of Jesus' life... Wherever I go I always make sure to take a copy with me. I have tried to give it to friends but you have to know people very well because they do not always feel the same about it. One has to be open and honest to receive the messages and not everybody feels that way.




GUY LEMICHEL, Lakanal, France.

Contemplating the five volumes of The Poem of the Man-God, taking one scene each day and sometimes staying with a scene for several days, I literally walked with Jesus for three years, just as the Apostles did. I used Maria Valtorta's visions for many years in teaching contemplation, using the imagination in giving the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises, and also as Communion contemplations at the end of Mass each day of my parish missions. I have introduced hundreds of people to the gift of Maria Valtorta's visions and distributed many sets of The Poem and the other works of Maria Valtorta to very many people.



FATHER AL WINSHMAN, Weston MA, USA.

I am finishing reading the 5 volumes of The Poem for the fifth time, and am always amazed that each reading brings new insights about our Faith.  
NELSON RODRIGUES, Albuquerque NM, USA.
I am coming to regard Maria Valtorta as the greatest mystic of all times - who has published her conversations with God... The revelation of God's thinking on so many matters gives a new reasonability to my faith, and I think it will lead to a renewal of Christendom... I use many of her inspirations and ideas in my work as philosopher-theologian... The Divine Judge will know who to credit, namely Himself and His "Voice". 
   







(A priest in the U.S.A.)
The packet of nine little booklets derived from Maria Valtorta writings arrived this afternoon and I am thrilled and looking forward to reading them. I held my breath with each of the four reads of the 10 Spanish volumes, and no other contemporary spiritual authors have enthralled and compelled me as much as María Valtorta.
MIMI KINTNER-HOLTZMAN, Santiago, Chile.

If any of us were to become (through a miracle of God's) present at Our Lord's Crucifixion, then of course each of us would take something different, something personal, away from that experience, which would undoubtedly be nigh impossible to describe in words. Maria Valtorta's clear, comprehensive and detailed accounts are wonderful to read, and they assist the reader to feel as if they are actually physically present. However, I don't read them to the exclusion of all else, as I find other peoples' accounts interesting as well, and their perspective can also provide a new understanding. Nevertheless Maria Valtorta's accounts of the life of Jesus and Mary are undoubtedly 'stand-alone', as to the amount of coverage they give to that period in history, and truly incomparable to any other writings.


 EDITH WHITE, Mooroolbark, Vic.
To spend an hour or two with The Poem or Notebooks is still a high point of my week!    JAN PILE, Leanyer, N.T.

The Poem is the best-ever book I’ve read. It really opened my eyes, my mind and my soul to Jesus and Mary. Getting to know Them through these volumes works wonders for me. I can now pray with joy in my heart. I don’t tire of praying and living with Jesus through each day – and nothing is too hard any more...
ZINKA (& MARK) CERNE, Kambah, A.C.T.
I`ve just recently finished my second reading of The Poem. As everyone says, it`s amazing how  many new things come out of it, the second time round. I`m sure it would probably be different the third time as well. Full of new blessings.   How truly blessed we are, to have knowledge of Maria Valtorta and her writings.  Also, I`ve started again on the Notebooks and it`s all new & as breathtaking as the first time. Praise GOD !!! 

   JIM STEBBING, Drysdale, Vic.

Our little reading group is going well, we really treasure our time each fortnight and wish more people would read the books!




   SUE MAIN, Lower King, W.A.

I finished reading The Poem nine days before my 34th birthday, and ended my 33rd year with a Novena to St. Joseph. When I bought the books I put  them in my bookcase, and I honestly thought they would collect dust until I had time in my retirement – thinking that the Lord would be happy that I had bought them!


It is truly a life-changing miracle that I have now finished the 5 volumes – a real coming to life of the Gospels. My relationship with the Lord is on a whole new dimension now....



 MATTHEW McLINDON, Echuca, Vic.
The New Book: Maria Valtorta – Victim Soul...

(Here is an acknowledgement from my old English teacher in 1948-9, Brother “Jimmy” McGlade. I think I’ve graduated at long last – Ed.)


I have been reading this book with much interest, and congratulate you on it. Your editing of her writings and the story of her life is a great work... You have been a real apostle for the Gospels, for the lives of Jesus and Mary, and for the story of the visionary.


It is quite remarkable that (the bulletins) have such a world-wide readership, clearly a work inspired by the Holy Spirit... I’m well, thank God, and enjoying life at 95!


The life that enchants me is of St. Bernadette Soubirous of Lourdes, who saw Mary a dozen times at the age of 14, became a nun at 21, and died at 35 after years of suffering tuberculosis. “The spring is not for me”.

BRO. JAMES A. McGLADE, Strathfield, NSW.
The Audios


The other day, I was listening to the radio interview you recorded in December '97.  The interviewer asked was there a chance you'd be bringing out any more audios in the future, and you said you would if the interest was there. Well, years later... look how the Readers' Group has evolved!


  CARMEL TANNA, Homebush, NSW.
My Rosary CDs arrived yesterday, and I prayed the sorrowful mysteries.  It was wonderful.
BARBARA McGRATH, Cincinnati OH, U.S.A.


I listened to the meditations on the Sorrowful Mysteries CD and they are very sad and touching. How awesome is the love of Jesus, to go through such a redemptive sacrifice so we can enjoy Heaven.


AMY BARTJES, Windsor Gardens, S.A.
The Bulletins – and the Booklets
[This is] some of the best stuff ever put to page, and edifying to say the least.

JOHN SWIDRYK, Toronto ON, Canada.

...Like my books, the bulletins are “sacred” to me...
LORRAINE TWENTYMAN, Altona, Vic. 

Thank you very much for your bulletins. I am so happy to read their contents and updates concerning Maria Valtorta messages. Readers’ witnessing from all over the world are very inspiring.


I am translating into Tamil the book about Mary Magdalene by Emilio Pasini – from The Poem. I hope that with God’s help I will be able to complete this within this year...


I am a Charismatic preacher, going all over Tamil India and Shrilanka to preach the Good News of Our Lord. In all my preachings I always talk about the message of Maria Valtorta, and insist on reading and living the message.


In my “Christ Hall Seminary” there are 50 Seminarians from 7 Doiceses, studying. I am looking after their spiritual needs. They are the future priests of South India, i.e. Tamil Nadu. A few of these Seminarians are attracted by the messages and are reading the books. Please pray for me and my spiritual sons, because they are the future messengers of God’s Word. I too remember you all at the Eucharistic Table of Our Lord.
FR. C. XAVIER, Tamil Nadu, India.
The special supplement on St. Thérèse left me speechless... Did Maria have visions with less known saints or only with better known ones? There could be another project looming for you in the wind – a booklet containing Maria’s visions with the various saints!!...


Ps. Thank you for the wonderful article about Fr. Violini in Bulletin # 56. Much more should be made about the presence of Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist in our churches, don’t you think!!
TERESA WISOKY, South Hobart, Tas.

(More “gist for the mill” for future Valtorta researchers and “discoverers”, Teresa – Ed.)

You cannot imagine how much joy and wonder the early bulletins are giving me!  I read one bulletin a day, first thing in the morning, and where the supplement  is very long I take two or three days to go through it, finding so much to reflect on.  I think I have really learnt a great deal where the theological aspects are concerned, especially in 'Come, Holy Spirit' (Supplement to No.9) and "The Genesis and Activity of a Soul"  (Supplement to No.10).


SHELAGH GOONAWARDENE, Burwood Vic.

(Both these passages were subsequently included in little booklets with the same titles. – Ed.)
 (Gwen Story, our Readers’ Group agent in New Zealand, sends this story, which she received from Brian Trillo in Wanganui ...)

“Ten or so years ago, in a moment of love between my Lord and myself, I put my hand on the bottom wood of our crucifix in our bedroom (a wedding present from my parents) and I simply said to Him ‘I wish I knew more about what You really went through’.
“Well, also around that time, I had ‘met-up’ with a relative of mine. At the time she was about 83, mostly blind, mostly deaf, a lady extremely devoted to Our Lord and Mary. I told her of my desire to know more about Our Lord’s Crucifixion, and she said that she had a little booklet that I might like to read. 
“It was Valtorta!!!  ‘The Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ’. I regarded it as one of the greatest treasures I had, I was constantly in tears when I read it, and obviously I grew in Love and admiration for Him.
“You know how I said that I felt ‘inspired’ to ask you about The Poem? That was on 24th March. Well, this grand old lady passed away on 18th March at the age of 93. Do you think she may have had something to do with the ‘inspiration’ that I felt? I certainly do.”
(“The Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ” was my stepping-stone to The Poem in 1993, and over the years We’ve sold more of these than any item other than the little blue “Praying the Rosary...” booklet. – Ed.)
A friend from my local youth group gave me the "Praying the Rosary with Maria Valtorta" booklet. Amazing.
JOHN-PAUL THORBJORNSEN, Tamworth NSW.


(John-Paul says this was how he “discovered” Maria Valtorta – Ed.)


Thank you for the inspirational blue Rosary pocket-books. I have passed on so many of them within our adoration group, and I’m being continually asked for more by our parishioners to give to their families and friends. They tell me that it makes praying the Rosary an absolute joy, as they can totally immerse themselves in every Mystery that they pray.


  PEG SOLOMON, Maylands, S.A.


(In the previous bulletin I wrote about the little booklet “Saint Thérèse... and Maria Valtorta” - prompted by my grand-daughter Megan’s surfing on the Internet. Here is an update from Megan:)
2 weeks ago I was looking at a few St. Therese websites when I came across: www.thelittleflower.org.

They have a section where you can post a prayer to which they pray for at their nightly Mass. So I thought I'd post one and see what would happen. I wrote:
"Dearest St. Therese, I ask for your guidance in moving forward with positive ambition. I feel trapped within my health issues and there's no progress in sight. Please hear my prayers."
Since I wrote that prayer, everything has started happening at once! The dental hospital is making progress on getting me in, and we're moving to a new home... All in a matter of weeks! So today I posted another sort of prayer:
"Dearest St. Therese, Thank-you for helping me move forward with positive ambition. I feel ashamed in thinking you might not be able to help. Through the power of prayer I now understand how gloriously amazing you truly are! Thank-you dearest Therese for this new chance to move onward and upward. xoxox"
Some people believe in magic, I now believe in the power of prayer...!
†   R I P   †
Please pray for the souls of:

Sister Marcella Anderson, of Clayton Vic.,

who died on February 20, 2010;
Maurice Ellis, father of Monica Humphreys of Green

Valley NSW, who died on March 8, 2010, aged 85 years; and Robert Hammat, husband of Eileen of Yankalilla S.A., who died on 14th March 2010.

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $Aust 12.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]










The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His Face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  


(Num. 6:24-6.)





“Lord, I do not ask You for the glory of your visions, but for the grace to love You more and more.” (Notebooks 1944, p. 439.)
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