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E-BULLETIN NO. 55, SEPTEMBER 2009
MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP,  AUSTRALIA 
 11 Best Street, Ringwood, Vic. 3134. Tel. +61 3 9879 7853 

E-mail:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au
Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au
 (Jesus to Maria): “Let us turn to the little sheep, seeking to be

acquainted with their Master. It is I, and you are the staff,

leading them to Me.” (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 246)
“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” 

– Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)

EDITORIAL


Dear Readers’ Group Members,



Dear Readers’ Group Members,


This bulletin includes two very special items with respect to Maria Valtorta’s writings – both the five volumes of The Poem of the Man-God, and the six volumes of her other writings.

Concerning the former, is a particularly beautiful testimony from a reader in France, plus other contributions from Valtorta readers in many parts of the world. Regarding the latter is a personal experience in expansion of a search tool for the assistance of those who wish explore some of the treasures which Maria’s “other” writings offer us all.


The bulletin’s supplement contains a selection of passages from these last-mentioned treasures, depicting Maria Valtorta’s personal journey to holiness.
----------

RG2 – AND A LITTLE HOUSE OF SEVEN WALLS

It is early on Sunday morning August 23, and just as I’m about to begin my prayers, I start thinking of this bulletin, which is due to be completed the following Thursday. I’ve been engrossed in a massive augmentation of a chapter of Thematic Index references, to be included in the forthcoming second edition of RG2, my code name for “A Reader’s Guide to Maria Valtorta’s Other Writings”: her Autobiography, her 1943, 1944 and 1945-50 Notebooks, the Holy Spirit’s Lesssons on the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans, and the hard and (more recent) soft covered editions of The Book of Azariah.


This guide was developed primarily for me (hence the singular possessive “Reader’s”), but I know that other Readers’ Group members have found it to be useful also.


The seven above books which the Index deals with are like seven walls of a house, providing a resource and a shelter for further delving into the wonderful world of teachings from God the Father, Jesus, Mary and the Holy Spirit – on how to live our lives and how to relate to others. It is also like a companion house to the “Pilgrim’s Guide to the Poem of the Man-God” (code-word PG4, fourth edition in the pipe-line), where (at long last) I can put aside my “house-building” tools and become really lost again in the world of Maria Valtorta.

A = “Maria Valtorta - Autobiography”;

N = “Notebooks 1943”; B = “Notebooks 1944”; 

K = “Notebooks 1945-50”; R = “...Paul to the Romans”;
Z = “The Book of Azariah” 1993 HC Edition,
and ZZ = its 2007 SC Edition 
Emphases: Significant; More Significant; Most Significant 
Now let’s examine a particulat theme: Maria Valtorta – The Poem of the Man-God, which lists the book/page references for Maria’s epic journey of her major Work – as written up in these seven “Other Writings”” (The “Z” and “ZZ” references have yet to be added to this list.)


N485, N609 (First foreshadowed), B176 (“Gospels of faith”), B445 (to know Jesus), B531-3 (Filling Gospel gaps), B567-70 and B572-7 (Early distribution), B575 and B584-5 (Scripture), B588-91 (Servites, Ownership), B592 (Witnessing), B601 (Gospels, knowing Jesus), B615 (Extracts), B617, B618-9 (Rejection), B621 (Sabotage?), B623 (Sure sign), B640 (Persecutors), K155 (Not to be fragmented), K268-72 (Approval, publishing & promotion), K318 (Why now), K346 (Main reason: “modernism”), K356 (Jesus’ Work of Love): K373 (Jesus’ modeling), K400 (Guarded by Maria, “until the one comes...”), K419 (Publication after approval, Servites to be custodians), K423 (Increase in knowledge & teaching), K424 (& the Rosary), K438-9 (More for teachers), K490 (“Cannot perish”), K491 (Publishing: haste & disobedience), K516-7 (Creature of Jesus & Maria), K521 (Meeting with publishers), K530 & K620-1 (Knowledge of Jesus), K529-31 (“You alone know all about...”) [See below for an extract], K531-3 (“All the proofs”), Z325 (Reasons for the Work)

(See also Maria Valtorta – Copyright,  Maria Valtorta - Visions / Dictations,  and Maria Valtorta – Writings)


I haven’t yet mentioned the updating of the two Scriptural cross-reference chapters in RG2 – “Books to Scripture), and “Scripture to Books”.

This offers other readers an idea of how I do what I do. And I pray to God that – unless He has other plans for me - I’ll be given time to complete the updates of these two “Guides”, and to enjoy becoming further lost in contemplating the world of Maria Valtorta.

----------

“YOU HAVE LIVED THROUGH OUR LIVES”

(Jesus’ personal message to Maria Valtorta)

"...Through both my word and divine decision, Mary knew everything and partook of Me: moments of fatigue, sorrows, joys, and triumphs. Mary alone. The Evangelists and Apostles partially knew about this or that aspect of my life. And they did not know much – they knew very little - about my Mother.

"But you, my little Mary, my little John, you alone know all about Me and Mary. You have lived through our lives, at our side. You have breathed the air: of our house, of the houses of Joachim and then of Mary, of our Nazareth, and of our whole Palestine. You have sniffed the smell: of bread just baked by Mary, of the linen washed by Her, of her virginal body and mine. You have smelled the scent of Mary Magdalene's balms and of Lazarus's putrescence, of the lamb and wine at the Paschal Supper, and of my Blood shed in the Passion. You have counted our sighs and voices, and our looks, acts, lessons, and miracles.

"You know more than the great John. my worshipping crucified one. This is what I wanted to give you by virtue of your long suffering: perfect, complete knowledge of Us, as Saints and Doctors did not possess it.

"But the times require an urgent response. Only a broad knowledge of Me can save. And to the one who gave Me all, I have given all, so that many, through your sacrifice... may have Life...”

(Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 529-30)
----------

May God bless and keep you all.


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor

 



A LETTER FROM FRANCE





(This letter was recently received from Nina McCarthy, an Irish woman living in France...)
...Although The Poem of the Man-God exists in all English-speaking countries, in England and Ireland it seems almost unknown. I have received so much from it myself, that I longed to share it with family and friends. So I phoned Centro Editoriale Valtortiano in Italy, and on giving me your address, I was told: “there may be hope from Australia”.

On 19th March, 15 years ago, coming out of early morning Mass, the French priest I was working within Taiwan suddenly said to me: “Nina, do you want to read something on the death of St. Joseph?”

“The death of St. Joseph”!!! I laughed - who has ever written about that?” Without another word, he silently put Volume 1 on the table in the presbytery where I was getting the breakfast... then adding: “if it interests you, the other volumes are in my office. Help yourself any time.

I had heard of the work – no more than that – but on that evening, after flicking through this volume... I took the plunge... never to come out.

I read the complete 5 volumes rapidly, passionately, as one would read a great novel, always wanting to know what would follow. I arrived at the end... all that world, all those faces, and above all, the Person I had begun to discover... I missed terribly. It left an emptiness [and] there was nothing for it but to begin all over again.

I did this over and over, the last (9th) time reading aloud to my beloved old Mum, bed-ridden, back home here in France.

The amazing thing is, that with praying to the Holy Spirit... it never grows old... there was always something NEW, something I had not paid attention to before, which, above all, deepened the revelation of the Person of Jesus, and of His Holy Mother... like when you see a photo being developed, clearer and clearer.

That’s why, bed-ridden and seriously ill now myself, it was such a JOY when I received this magazine* with the request to help spread it, and I thought – even if it’s in a foreign language (French), never mind, It’s always a help to just see the faith of others, [and] I must do my little bit, even sending it to you and to Ireland, to share what has brought me so much, what is helping me live this difficult time, without fear.

*(The little French language magazine which Nina enclosed is a magnificent testimony of Maria’s writings - one of the most beautifully produced that I’ve ever seen. And the tacit endorsement of the wonderful gift of Maria’s writings to the world by Father Laurentin - the world-renowned Mariologist – adds to the long list of testimonies from Church dignatories and scientists, as well as from the hundreds of messages from Readers’ Group members to our quarterly bulletins during the past 13 ½ years. – Ed.)
A young man here, Bruno, drawn by the work in much the same way – but from his youth – went so far as to study it with priests and theologians for 20 years, and a book was brought out (in France) of the Mass readings of the day of the Liturgical Years with the corresponding pages of the work of Maria Valtorta. He married, and with his wife, they decided to try to do all they could, to spread the work they both loved. They started with simple pamphlets, with help from journalistic friends... And setting up a not-for-profit organisation to sell the books, they sent the pamphlets everywhere they could.

They then had the mad idea of recording it for the blind – the whole thing. Wonderful idea but mad because, starting on cassettes they soon realized they would need hundreds, and had to learn to do it on special, long play CDs.. Nothing stopped them...

They’d hardly got through to the end when they met someone from the African Church who knew the director of an African radio station. He asked for the recording, and... before they knew it, it had spread like a forest fire in African speaking countries, only to come back full circle to France... to the Paris metro! where people – knowing nothing of Our Lord – are now listening to it on their Walkmans on the way to work!!... sending letters to say how it’s changing their lives. And it’s making [many of them] come towards the Church.

Finally, the old Father Rene Laurentin – director of this magazine for years, and “specialist” on apparitions in many places – asked Bruno to be his successor for the magazine, and to bring out a special number completely on the work of Maria Valtorta [*see above.]

They still work together, and have brought out a site on the Internet for just the Sunday Mass reading (corresponding pages) – at the moment only in Italian and French, hoping soon to add English and Spanish...

Even Vicka (one of the visionaries from Medjugorje) went to pray in Maria’s tomb in Florence... I thought Vicka, in close contact with Our Lady for so long, and knowing the eyes of the Church were on her, would never have gone to that tomb without Our Lady’s acceptance... perhaps, even, Her request?

Indeed, several times in the books, Our Lord, with tears in His eyes, says that this “gift of Myself to the world of this day will be, for many years, a sign of contradiction and division amongst My own. But the day will come when it will know a world flowering”. When I phoned Centro Editoriale Valtortiano, they told me the prophesy was being fulfilled NOW, as they were being suddenly showered with witnesses and requests from all over the world. The Work now existed in over 20 languages [and] the Chinese version was on the way.

I hope this little outpouring will arrive somewhere... in the heart... it comes from my own. God bless you... and yours. With all my friendship in Christ,

----------

(I showed Nina’s letter to Catherine Loft, a member of our little Maria Valtorta Book Club here in Melbourne. Catherine has written a letter to Nina - see below. For members who wish to start up a little Valtorta group themselves, I’ve inserted a couple of comments of mine, [in brackets], including clarification of an important part of our meeting procedure.)
Dear Nina,
...David showed me your letter which I was very excited about, because it captured and reflected so beautifully and so exactly how we all feel. Your outpouring was truly welcomed and it gave me great pleasure reading it.
The work that is being done there in France to promote The Poem of the Man-God is marvellous and must be so satisfying! I learnt French at school and so I am thoroughly enjoying reading the magazine you sent to David, which is on loan to me because he cannot understand French. However, he was very familiar with some of the photos as he has visited some of those very places and had a photo taken on the very same spot [as with Vicka at the Chapel with Maria’s tomb in Florence]. The magazine is very impressive because it is informative but it also captures the passion we all feel about Maria's writings which enhances our reading of the Gospel enormously. As avid readers, we also crave that others read these works.
For just over a year now, there are 8 of us who have joined the Maria Valtorta Book Club, and we meet regularly once a month in the evening for 2 hours. This happened quite by chance when a member had been asking David if there was such a thing as a [physical – as distinct from mailing] readers' group and if not, one should be formed. David noticed that I lived in the very same town as the other member and soon there were 8 of us who lived within a 20 km radius. We were all individuals who loved The Poem, but who didn't know [many] like-minded people with whom to share our excitement.
At our first meeting, we said a prayer with a lit candle. Then each of us, in turn, recounted our story of how we "met" Maria Valtorta and her works. All our stories were different but the passion was the same and it was absolutely amazing. We couldn't wait to meet again.
All our meetings begin with a prayer, then each member selects a passage (not too long) from any of her works (the Autobiography, the Poem, the Notebooks, St Paul, or Azariah) and reads it. Then they comment on how that passage affected or enlightened them. Then the others can make a brief comment on what was said if they so feel (without redirecting the focus away from the person who is sharing at the time – that’s important). Then we move on to the next person. At the very end, we confirm the date for the next meeting and end with a prayer. (Eight people is a maximum number, and should we recruit more, David quite rightly says that we could then split to form another group, in order to allow all people adequate time to share.)
Mind you, we are all at different stages in our reading. Some have read The Poem three [and more] times through, some have read all of her works, while others are only just working through the first volume. But this doesn't matter, because even a person totally unacquainted with any of her works would benefit enormously from our method, and would certainly be tempted to read them. Most of the passages we choose each month have pretty much to do with what is happening in our lives, or with the wonderful detail/description/ dialogue of Jesus, Mary, the apostles or others. Judas' mother is someone I really wanted to know about at the very beginning. We range in age from 30-80 years old but put us all in a room and age is no barrier - for we all become so childlike and enthused about these books.
We would love that many more people read these books, but it can be very difficult without the support of a priest or a religious. However, David does his talks around Australia [and has been to other parts of the world also, including twice to Ireland] and always comes back to us with heart warming news of others being touched...
I am sorry that you are not well, but I suggested to David that our group pray a novena to Maria Valtorta who may unite our prayers to hers and present them to God for your healing. We will begin the novena on the 30th August and end on the 7th September to celebrate our Blessed Mother Mary's birthday the next day on the 8th.
On the 1st September, which is the date of our next meeting, you can be sure that you will be with us in spirit also.
Warmest regards and blessings to you...

 




   
OTHER LETTERS






(From Australia unless stated otherwise)
The Valtorta Books

Maria Valtorta is such an important part of my life these days. Any time I have feeling away from “The Centre”, I just read some of her writings, and they are like a magnet of love drawing me to Him.
PENNY HENDRE, Eltham, Vic.
After all this time… I have only read large chunks of the five volumes [of The Poem] at any one time, so have now started reading Volume 1 from the beginning, and will read all five volumes this time.  Why on earth didn’t I do that in the beginning...?

CATHERINE RZECKI, Werribee, Vic.
You have no idea how much I look forward to receiving the bulletins. Nowadays I don't seem to have as much time to read - I am slowing down and everything seems to take so much longer to do - but whenever time is available, I certainly do go back to all my books. It is such a special time when I am in contact with the Lord through Maria. The Rosary CDs and the tape of your talk are always playing whenever I am in the car, and I do feel safe on the road because of this...

ANGELA PAYNE, Stirling, W.A.

We are loving Mary, Mother of the Redeemer and the Church...

   JANE EMERY, Warner Robins GA, USA.
The Bulletins Etc.


(In the previous issue, I asked if members printed the quarterly bulletins. I said that when people email me material which I like to read – I’m more likely to read this if I PRINT it. Here are some replies – Ed.)

Thanks for Bulletin 54 - I always wait eagerly for them and ALWAYS print them to read at night when I go to bed.


   MARY VAN KETS, Pretoria, South Africa.

Thanks for all the bulletins . I do like printing them because I share with other fellow Catholics and those interested.




 JANE SAIDI, Malawi, Central Africa.

I print the bulletin at once, David, so I can read at my leisure and then share - at least 2 other people read my print out.  Thanks for the service...

ED CHAVEZ, Albuquerque NM, USA.
I always look forward to getting your information and pass it on to others.  SYLVIA DANZ, Lancaster PA, USA.

I read the bulletins and keep them in a 3-ring binder. In fact I am on the second binder and hope that some of my children or grandchildren will appreciate them as much as I do. I am reading The Poem  Vol. 3 and the 1944 Notebooks at present. Each time I find new inspirations.


  ELENOR SAYERS, Scottsdale AZ, U.S.A.

We gave photo-copies of the bulletins and their supplements to the literate members of our prayer group, and some have been sent to our friends and other interested people at Lusaka and Kitwe. The idea is to propagate these revelations – making known new inspiring and saving aspects of the lives of Our Lord and His Blessed Mother. Our group meets on the first Wednesday of each month.


   DAMIEN NTHAWIE, Petauke, Zambia.

I’ve just assembled and rechecked all of my issues of the bulletins and supplements and have them filed from Issue #1 to Issue #54 conclusively!  AMEN and a Huge Thank you with much gratitude for all of your work in sending them along to me via emails.

PAULINE NICHOLS, Burlington VT, U.S.A.

The Booklets and Audios
Sister ... loved  the reading [I sent to her], although she had felt Maria was far too difficult for her. The little booklets did the trick. And now we need some more tricks...





SUE CARROLL, Belmont, Qld. 

Thank you for the bulletins etc., also the CDs, and Track #31 is a wonderful asset and help. I hope many of us will use them fruitfully. The non-Catholic's testimony of Maria's writings - much of what I feel too. I loved your photo with Ed and his Guardian Angel!! 
GWEN STORY, Taradale, New Zealand.

I loved hearing the CD about Maria’s life* – as it related to her revelations. Your “Pilgrim’s Guide...” is a marvellous piece of work and a wonderful tool.

Without the works of Maria Valtorta, my prayers would be more difficult I’m sure. Our Lord and Our Blessed Mother become closer, so alive and loving. They give us the desire to give our hearts to God ever more, and the strength and trust in Him required to endure..

JANICE CORDEAUX, Monarto, S.A.

*Track # 31 of the Audio Book: “Why is Mary Crying?”

 “Why is Mary Crying?” (MP3) Audio Book
This is a truly inspirational CD, and listening to the calm voice, full of expression, takes the listener on an incredible journey back to the birth of Mary and through Her life with Jesus and Joseph – right through to Her Assumption into Heaven.

I will order this CD as gifts for my friends who share our love for Mary our Mother. Combined with the “Gospel Meditated Rosaries” CDs, it provides us with a wonderful way to pray, feeling that we are actually living this incredible journey with our Mother, Jesus and Joseph.

PEG SOLOMON, Maylands, S.A.
†   R I P   †
Please pray for the soul of

Father Tom O’Neill S.J., from Singapore, a priest for 54 years, who died on 30th July 2009, aged 85 years.

Father Tom was a member of the Readers’ Group since 1998, a good friend and mentor, and a wonderful host during my visit to Singapore in 2007.

A few years ago Father Tom wrote:

“I wonder whether the Italian publisher of Maria's books makes crib sets with twelve shepherds, a grey donkey, a white ox and a sheep. And a real "den" as described by Maria. Someday somebody will...”
Father Tom had this to say about the book on

Mary, Mother of the Redeemer and the Church...:

“It should be translated into Arabic. I understand the Muslims find Mary mentioned in the Koran nearly thirty times, Being also a story-book, Muslim women would find it delightful... Also into Bahasa for Indonesia and Malaysia, and into Chinese and Malayalam and Hindi. Asia is the future of the Church!”
In his last letter to me, a few weeks before he died,

Father Tom mentioned being disappointed that Maria

Valtorta’s writings had not yet “taken off”. He said:

“...The movement needs a breakthrough from the

Lord, such as a film producer making a "Short" movie,

a scene or two following The Poem very faithfully.

But maybe Mr Pisani is waiting for an Italian producer to step up with an offer. All the best. No need to answer.”

(Perhaps Fr. Tom could now put in a word “upstairs”.)
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]







The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His Face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  


(Num. 6:24-6.)





“Lord, I do not ask You for the glory of your visions, but for the grace to love You more and more.” (Notebooks 1944, p. 439.)
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