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E-BULLETIN NO. 54, JUNE 2009
MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP,  AUSTRALIA 
 11 Best Street, Ringwood, Vic. 3134. Tel. +61 3 9879 7853 

E-mail:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au
Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au
 (Jesus to Maria): “Let us turn to the little sheep, seeking to be

acquainted with their Master. It is I, and you are the staff,

leading them to Me.” (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 246)
“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” 

– Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)

EDITORIAL



Dear Readers’ Group Members,


This bulletin and its supplement contain: a passage from a set of small dictations by Jesus to Maria, yet to be published; a most insightful testimony of a non-Catholic person’s journey of prayer and discovery of the writings of Maria Valtorta; a message from Jesus for those chosen for a special mission (aren’t we all?); a further selection of readers’ letters of their experiences with Maria’s writings; a foreshadowing by Jesus of an “illumination of conscience” – to be experienced by many living souls on this earth before death; and a young boy’s story of how he believes this event might take place for him.


May God bless and keep you all.


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor

----------

Two Opposed Memories

[The following very brief article: "Christ on Man's Two Opposed Memories," is taken from Valtorta's recently published [2006] collection of random Dictations and Visions, entitled, Quadernetti. Recently translated from its original Italian into English*, it gives us, in Christ's own words, an interesting insight into the ancient on-going conflict of memories within mankind, inherited as a result of the Sin of our First Parents.  - Translator’s comments.
* See http://www.bardstown.com/~brchrys/index.html
(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)

In man, there are two memories opposed to each other: the memory of the Infinite Good; and the memory of the hereditary lustful poison. The first memory was left by God for the consolation of man, fallen from his primeval and perfect Grace and Innocence, from that virginity of spirit which, except for Mary, was no longer a dowry among those born of man. The second memory,was left by Satan in the heart of Adam and in those of his descendants, with his assault on the innocent virginity of Adam in Eden.

Baptism annuls the stain, but not the incitement. Grace infuses strength to conquer the incitement, but does not annul it. It remains like a secret thorn to irritate the indelible scar of the Fault. Not the wound: the scar. But if you are not vigilant, the scar, if irritated and not treated with supernatural means, becomes a wound again.

In every man then, there are two opposed forces, which fight in him from birth till death, and which constitute his test, his victory or his defeat with regard to his supernatural destiny.
You [Maria] ask Me why God leaves this incitement even after the restoration of Grace [in man]?  Out of justice. All in God is justice. His every operation is justice, and loving justice.
Has not God perhaps left the memory of Himself in the soul created by Him?  That memory is a mysterious source of light which guides to the Light, though sensed in a different way by every living spirit. This is demonstrated by the moral laws of the best [civilizations], and by the more or less vivid gleams of supernatural light in the various revealed religions. Though these latter possess only fragmentary notions, they already teach the existence of a Supreme Being, and the duty to live justly in order to possess Him beyond life. 
Thus similarly, besides this infinite goodness, God leaves [in you] the other memory represented by the thorn of incitement. This keeps your pride at heel. If you felt that you were pure and perfect men, you would become Lucifers, believing that you are equal to God. It keeps your good will vigilant. It makes your love for God heroic. And, through the Father's compassion, it renders your faults less grave in His Eyes. Because, if you did not have in yourselves that incitement - which agitates and bites your senses and reason with the cunning of the ancient Serpent, who generates it - you would not be judged "with mercy".

But much is forgiven you, because much in yourselves is aroused not by your pure will, but by the imponderable forces of that incitement—which you do not always succeed in repressing.
But do not afflict yourself, [Maria]. It, too, serves to give a crown of glory. Because temptation is temptation; it is not sin. Because temptation conquered, is victory. Because enduring that secret thorn, without the will consenting to its seductions, is heroic patience. But the Holy Spirit will speak to you again about this in the Pauline Epistles.

Stay at peace. And endure. And offer [your sufferings] to save those who do not know how to endure the inherited allurements, without yielding [to them].
There Comes a Time…

Give me your silence and your presence.

Your silence, because words sometimes get in the way,

Your presence, because Jesus will also be present, when you are listening to me.

You can love the poor-of-heart spirit you see.

This is what love is: your Jesus and my Jesus –

the Jesus in your heart, meeting the Jesus in my heart.

(Anonymous)

A FRIEND INDEED
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Dear members,


May I present to you Ed Ford - my good friend, mentor, and publisher of the Mary, Mother of the Redeemer... book. The photo was taken last year in front of his home in Scottsdale, Arizona.

I wouldn’t mess with Ed’s Guardian Angel, who Ed said was standing right behind him.
A PRAYER IS ANSWERED

(This is part of a testimony sent in by an anonymous

Valtorta reader – Editor.)
I come from a [non-Catholic] family... In my walk with the Lord, what troubled me was how deeply divided the body of Christ is, not only between Protestants and Catholics, but even amongst all the Protestant denominations over theological issues. Everyone believed that their understanding of the theological issues and their interpretation of the scriptures is the correct one. However, it took me some time by the grace of God to realise that all the interpretations of men come from the strength of their flesh and their man-made system and rules of interpretations. And the root of this is the heart of pride and arrogance. As such, all of men's interpretations of the scriptures are corrupted, at best.

While the church[es] of Jesus Christ have been arguing, debating, preaching, teaching and expounding on scriptures, few, very few, have taught on the person of the Godhead, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. They might quote some scriptures on the Godhead, but I realised a long time ago that we, the church, do not really know God as He truly is. For we have not pressed in and laid hold of Him until He reveals Himself to us as He is. Few of us have entered into the depth of love intimacy with Him. And if we do not know Him, how can we know and interpret His holy scriptures correctly. A large number have taught and preached on the mind of Christ. But few have taught on the heartbeat of God, as they have not entered into His heart.
As such, over the years, I have decided by the grace of God, to count all the opinions of men on scriptures, including my own, as worthless. I wanted to know and hear His interpretations of His scriptures. I wanted the understanding and counsel of Him, not of flesh. I am not interested in what others think or what I think. All that matters to me is what the LORD is thinking and saying. But more than that, I wanted to know Him as He truly is, face to face.  
However, I realised that this is not by might nor by flesh, but by His Holy Spirit. Unless He reveals Himself to me, unless He opens my mind to the understanding of His scriptures, unless He opens His divine mysteries to me, all labour will be in vain.
And He has been answering me according to His scriptures in Jer. 33:3 - "Call upon Me and I will answer you and show you great and mighty things that you do not know" - since the day I received Jesus as my personal Lord and Saviour. In fact, He answered me, one day before that, and that was why I gave my life to Him. He has answered me in so many ways.
...I know, by the inward witness of the Holy Spirit, that the writings through Maria Valtorta are of Him. It is written that He will bear witness to our spirit by His indwelling presence. Usually, it is either the presence of His peace, the presence of His joy, or the quickening on my spirit through the release of His Life. But in the reading of the writings through Maria, the witness is different. It is the manifestation of the fire of His holiness.
In the gospel of John according to our Lord Jesus Christ, it is written that His sheep hear and know His voice. And from the writings through Maria, it is the same, unmistakeable voice of the LORD. It is the voice of Love. It is the voice of Truth and Grace. It is the voice of His Holiness and Righteousness. It is the voice of Justice and Mercy. It is the voice of the LORD.
I have read and heard much over the years. And from the depth of details, the voluminous work and the way the scriptures are expounded through Maria’s writings, one can only conclude that there is not one single person in the history of mankind, apart from our Lord Jesus Christ, who can produce such a work. There is not one single human being that can expound on the holy scriptures like the LORD... The writings - through Maria Valtorta - are truly of the Lord, for such a time as this. Although they will cause division, they will also bring about a greater unity of the LORD in His body, bringing together the Protestants and the Catholics - and also amongst the Protestants. After that, I believe, [will come] the reconciliation and the joining together of the Church and Israel in the body of Christ...

THE UNBORN  -  LET ME LIVE
(This is a poem written by my mother – Ed.)
Please keep me safe and warm

beneath your heart.

I am a living child, not just a part of you.

Don't let me die, please let me stay

till I have grown in every way.

Do you not wonder - am I girl or boy?

Do you not know I'll bring you love and joy?

If you give me what only you can give,

please give me birth, my Mother,

let me live.

Mary Catherine Murray

(Died 8th May 1992)

Maria Valtorta – a Chosen One


(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)

"I have chosen you for a special mission...

"Between the soul that is called, and the world, a barely perceptible wall rises up, more durable than that of a fortress. You become foreigners to others, while remaining their brothers and sisters. For you, with the tears of your evangelical solitude, work for their good. You do not repudiate them ‑ not you. On the contrary, you love them with perfect love since flesh and blood and profit and affection hold no weight in your love, but only the charity which comes from God and which turns friends and enemies, relatives and strangers, and the good and the wicked into brothers and sisters. For you do not look at their faces and their hearts, but at the Holy Face of God, the Father of all those created, and my heart, loving all men.

"Go further. The final stretch of the way is the steepest. One must be free of every weight to ascend it. But with every step, the horizon expands and the sun gets closer.

"Come. Come. Look at Me alone. Look at this Dwelling, this Country. Not the little, changeable countries of the earth. This eternal one is your House. This eternal one is your Country. This eternal one is your Love. I, I, I: Love."  (Notebooks 1944, p. 424)
 




   
LETTERS









(From Australia unless stated otherwise)
The Valtorta Books (and Booklets)

I’ve been reviewing The Poem more intensely as I have more time to read now. I'm almost through the second book. I love it the more I read. It's a great treasure that the Lord has granted us.  Please continue your endeavour to spread these books.
CHRISTIAN BASARTE, Northern Samar, Philippines.

After our nomad days (travelling round Australia) I see the different addresses in the bulletin and think I’ve been there. During 2008 I read the five volumes of The Poem again...



  MARY GROTAERS, Casuarina, NT.
The Notebooks and The Poem are a goldmine for me who wants to move towards spirituality in this world.
I started putting little marks on pages where I think a passage or teaching is worth noting, but as I go through them again, sometimes I feel like marking the whole page or pages.



  NESTOR PALMA, Canberra, A.C.T.

I have been tremendously blessed by the writings of Maria Valtorta. I only wish that others would be more open to this miracle, and open their hearts to God's work in the 21st century.

     JIM NIKOLAI, Chicago, U.S.A.
I am continuing to read from Maria Valtorta's writings every day. They are truly the hidden manna of our time.

STUART McGOVERN, Dalkey, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
Thank you for your communications. “The Drama of Man-God” of Maria Valtorta has now three volumes translated into Chinese, following the mysteries of the Holy Rosary; Volume I on Jesus' infancy, Volume II on His Passion, and Volume III on the Resurrection. It is a good Chinese version with nicely edited volumes. I wrote an article two days ago to recommend the third volume just as I did after the publication of the first volume. There is a Chinese couple who left their work in the USA and came to Taiwan to do the translation work together with others. They have a really wonderful spirit to make the Lord Jesus known through the work of Valtorta. Praise to the Lord!

    FATHER MARK FANG S.J., Taipeh, Taiwan.
I’m from Perth and home on holidays at the moment. I normally abide in Rome in a new ecclesial community called the Family of Mary. Fr.Roschini’s Mary in the writings of Maria Valtorta has sparked a deep love and interest in this Saint to be. I was so pleased to see on your web-site other books translated from the Italian.

SEAN TOBIN, Perth W.A. and Rome, Italy.

Maria’s writings are great, touching the lives and reaching to those people who want to know more about the lives of Jesus, Mary and all the saints... I just pray that these would also be able to touch the lives of those less fortunate - those that have the zeal and eagerness to know God better, and learn His works of redemption.

ROSARIO AMOR, Makati City, Philippines.

I am almost finished Volume 3 of The Poem, which is a miracle in itself. (I haven’t read a book, cover to cover, in about 15 years!!)  [The Poem] has changed my life.

MATT McLINDON, Echuca, NSW.

These writings speak to my soul. I have given many away.     BARBARA BARLOW, Reynoldsburg OH, U.S.A.

I really got a lot of value out of the Holy Spirit’s book of dictations on Paul to the Romans. It blew me away in parts, and I absolutely love the Holy Spirit speaking to us in this way.

     NOEL ASHCROFT, Mt. Lawley, W.A.
[While overseas], I read the whole book on Mary Mother of the Redeemer... I must tell you that I thoroughly enjoyed the book.  I have read the passages relating to Mary so many times, but it was so different to read them together as a book.  In all honesty I could not put the book down and went eagerly back to it when we came back home from our daily travels.  Thank you for putting such a beautiful book together and for the love and peace and comfort I felt while reading it.

ANGELA PAYNE, Stirling, W.A.
The Bulletins
Many thanks for Bulletin # 53 and its supplement. They are also such a pleasure to read, and are so uplifting.
FRANCES GALEA, West Mackay, Qld.
Thank you very much for the newest bulletin.  It is a delight to know that Matarea and Zeitun are identical. By and by, Egyptian Orthodox Christians will come to read the pages in the Poem about Jesus' stay in Egypt. I remember that President Nasser went one night to watch the apparition on the roof of the church. It is wonderful how you unearth interesting passages in The Poem for us, e.g. the ones about Limbo.
FR. TOM O’NEILL S.J., Singapore

Thank you for your “labour of love” in compiling the bulletins. They are always fascinating reading, even though one has read the books more than once. As Jesus states, it is spiritual food for hungry souls.

MARY JUDIN, Thornhill ON, Canada.

I do enjoy the bulletins, and of course I have the Valtorta books. I’ve read them 3 or 4 times over 20 years, and each time is different.

MYREE WATERS, Tarcutta, NSW.

Bulletin # 52 was so enlightening that I shared it with my prayer group members. And the teachings of Maria’s angel Azariah: Powerful indeed !!

BERTA CIFUENTES, Forest Lake, Qld.

I love receiving the bulletins and reading a passage from The Poem at random. This still remains the highlight of my day (after Holy Mass of course). It is always so relevant for whatever is happening in my life at the time, and a great guide and inspiration.

JAN PILE, Darwin, NT.
The “Essential Books” Diagram
The 'Essential Books' diagram is excellent. I'm now planning to re-read as much of all Maria's works, and your supporting material, as I can. Wish me luck!

RICHARD ANDERSON, New Zealand.
Congratulations on the excellent guide and list of books. They are valuable resources to anyone wanting to know about Maria.

PAT REDMOND, Markham ON, Canada.
AUDIOS

I listen to your tapes on long trips to the mountains, and never get tired of them. Just so you know, you do make an impact with your soft humble voice. Thank you!
ANNA HENDRICKSON, Angelus Oaks CA, USA.

(I praise the Lord, Anna, and I don’t claim any merit of mine in what I try to do. – Ed.)

The Sunday Gospels
60 to 70 per week are tuning in to hear your voice proclaim the Gospel, and it keeps growing, especially during times like Lent, Easter, Advent and Christmas.

STEVE JOST, Rochester NY, USA.

(You can download the tracks for the current month on Steve’s web-site: www.valtorta.org  - click on Audio Gospels of Sundays & Feasts... at the top of the Home Page.)
†   R I P   †
Please pray for the souls of Carey Tobin of North Rocks NSW. who died on 2nd April 2009;  and

George Byer, brother of Frank, of Ettalong Beach NSW,

who died on Easter Sunday, 12th April 2009.
“Why is Mary Crying?” Audio Book

I had read the book*, but the audio adds much for me. The style of reading touches me deeply. Using the MP3 player in the car, I plan to listen to one track at a time. I have May in mind – and I recommend this as a May devotion. (The same could apply to October – Ed.) Congratulations – another great contribution.

(Some time during May, after further listening...) I’m finding this to be splendid reading – better for meditation than my personal reading... It will do a lot of good
BILL CLOHESY, Athelstone, S.A.

*Mary, Mother of the Redeemer and the Church – Her Life, Sufferings and Mission
I am really enjoying the new CD. It’s like having you riding around with me reading from The Poem - great company I might add.
   HUGH KELLY, Cary NC, U.S.A.

(I hope my Aussie voice isn’t off-putting, Hugh – Ed.)
I think this is the best recording you’ve made so far.  A perfect presentation, and the harp gives just the right touch. (And later) Still listening while commuting.  What a wonderful job!  A true masterpiece.
TIM FROMANN, Franklin Square NY, U.S.A.

We praise and thank God for inspiring you to produce such a wonderful CD, and we hope and pray it will be a great inspiration for some newly ordained priests. “Why is Mary Crying?” is a real gem, and it helps The Poem “come alive” as you relate the words dictated by Jesus and Mary to Maria Valtorta.

TONY AND LORRAINE GRACE, Strathfield NSW.
Track #31 of the Audio Book, entitled: “Who was Maria Valtorta and What Did She Do?” (28 m. 30s.) is now available on an ordinary CD or audio tape. It costs $5.00 + postage. (It’s my “personal best” testimony – Ed.)
A New Sharing Group


We meet each fortnight and are most enthusiastic about Maria’s writings. It is such a joy to meet together to read and share.
    COLLEEN TSIPOURAS, Albany W.A.
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]






The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His Face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  


(Num. 6:24-6.)





“Lord, I do not ask You for the glory of your visions, but for the grace to love You more and more.” (Notebooks 1944, p. 439.)
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