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E-BULLETIN NO. 49, MARCH 2008
MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP,  AUSTRALIA 
 11 Best Street, Ringwood, Vic. 3134. Tel. +61 3 9879 7853 

E-mail:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au
Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au
 (Jesus to Maria): “Let us turn to the little sheep, seeking to be

acquainted with their Master. It is I, and you are the staff,

leading them to Me.” (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 246)
“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” 

– Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)

EDITORIAL

Dear fellow pilgrims,


It’s now twelve years since the first of these quarterly bulletins was sent out.
This “twelfth anniversary” Readers’ Group bulletin is specially significant for me, and God willing, it may be so for devotees of Maria Valtorta’s writings. It concerns a new book about Mary.

Prompted by my great friend Ed Ford from Scottsdale Az. in the USA - I have found myself assembling a series of passages from The Poem and from Maria’s other books, expanding on the theme of Mary’s suffering.

Commenting on a preliminary draft in one of his emails, Ed said: “There are phrases that have been given to Our Mother for years. They certainly do not have the meaning or the purpose which drove me to do this and, I believe, would not have gotten your attention. The SUFFERINGS of Mary are totally unknown, not realized. Everyone has heard the title Mother of the Church, Mother of the Redeemer. They are commonly used and thus don't have the unique appeal that the Sufferings of Mary do. Her life, and especially Her sufferings, are virtually unknown.. What makes this different is what is being revealed in the book. It is powerful and revealing. It gives a new understanding to Her role in salvation and what she went through to fulfill that role. Few really understand this. I didn't, prior to my introduction to The Poem and Maria’s Notebooks.”
As with the many booklets I’ve been assembling over the years, this collection of short extracts is designed to encourage new readers to read the full texts of Maria Valtorta’s writings in The Poem and in her other books.

In this particular selection, Mary’s suffering partnership role with Jesus in Redemption began from the moment She said “Yes” at the Annunciation, and has continued through the centuries to the times in which we are now living. This project is much bigger than any of our previous little booklets. I’ve tried to trim the content down to the essentials, but can go no less than the present draft which will be about 160 pages.

I was in deep thought, just after adding the passage where Jesus – after His Resurrection - appears to the mother of Judas Iscariot. Can you imagine the effect that all her son’s actions had on this holy woman? Can you imagine what Jesus may have said, and how much Our Lady’s prayers would have contributed, to her comfort? I hadn’t begun to grasp this – until just then. (The passage is included in this bulletin’s supplement.)

At another time, after the passage where Mary comforts Peter on the Holy Saturday, I said to myself, weeping: “I have never felt so close to Mary.”
The following short extracts will give you, dear readers, a glimpse of the content - better than my words can:

(Jesus tells His apostles:)

“...The Voice of God says... "She will crush your head and you will lay snares for Her heel" (Gen. 3:15)... Nothing but snares, because the Woman will have, in Herself, what defeats the Enemy. She has been redeeming since She existed. An active, although concealed, redemption. But She will soon come out in the presence of the world…”  (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 4, p. 607)

(Mary says:)

“...I am not Eve. I am the Woman of the Ave. I turned things upside down... The demon was not able to speak to Me... as he tried with My Son, to destroy the redemption plan... I closed My heart and My spirit against every attack of what is not holy and pure... And so I repaired and rebuilt what Eve had damaged and destroyed. I am the Woman of the Ave and of the Fiat. I restored the order upset by Eve....”  (Vol. 5, pp. 896-7)
(Jesus says:)

“The human eye cannot stare at the sun, but it can look at the moon. The soul's eye cannot stare at God's perfection as it is. But it can look at the perfection of Mary... She is illuminated by Him, and reflects the light which has illuminated Her... making it bearable for your limited nature...”  (Notebooks 1943, p. 115)
 “... [I want you] to have an exact knowledge of the complexity and duration of My long passion ...that had consumed Me in a daily torture that lasted for years and years... And with the passion of My Mother, Whose heart was pierced by the sword of sorrow for the same length of time...”  (Vol. 5, p. 948)

“... In [My Mother’s] prayers lies the secret of the salvation of the world. She, My Mother, is the Conqueress of the cursed Dragon. Assist Her power by means of your renewed love for Her, and of your renewed faith and knowledge of what pertains to Her. Mary has given the Saviour to the world. The world will receive salvation again from Her...”  (Vol. 5, p. 946)

“...The Mother struggled for three days against Satan, who wanted Her to deny My word and not to believe in My Resurrection. Mary was the only one who continued to believe. She is great and blessed...”  (Vol. 5, p. 638)
"Always consider that Mary is the Master of Pain, as I am the Master of Life... She was alone, in the tremendous hour, to know the horror of solitude and to expiate your acts of desperation as creatures...

"She was an abyss of hope... If you believe in Her always, you will never know the horror of despair... May Mary, the Hope of God who awaited Her to accomplish man's Redemption, be man's hope...”
 (Notebooks 1943, p. 311)

"To those who deny that Mary was able to suffer because She was holy, say [to them] that She suffered in every way... in her soul, in her mind, in her flesh, in the expiatory hours of the Passion... [and so] that the value of the suffering of the Son of God would be increased by the value of the suffering of the Woman Full of Grace..."
(Notebooks 1944, pp. 217-8)

Some Initial Feedback
(From Carmel Tanna in Sydney:)

“It has covered just about all episodes of Our Lady's life. It's short and to the point. After reading The Poem you can see how Her sufferings increased with time.”

(A later message from Ed Ford:)
“I was in church this morning, and before Mass began I was reading the latest version. Tears came to my eyes and I got choked up. Her "Life" was critical to understanding Her sufferings. I predict that this will be by far your biggest seller. Everyone I show the title to seems somewhat awe-struck and shows a great interest.”

As this bulletin goes to print, agreement has been reached with Bishop Roman Danylak in Toronto – who gave his Imprimatur to Maria’s writings - on a title. (Here is a mock-up of the front cover:)


MARY, MOTHER OF THE REDEEMER

AND THE CHURCH

HER LIFE, SUFFERINGS AND MISSION

from the Writings of Maria Valtorta
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(Jesus says:) "To those who deny that Mary was able to suffer because She was holy, say [to them] that She suffered in every way... in her soul, in her mind, in her flesh, in the expiatory hours of the Passion... [and so] that the value of the suffering of the Son of God would be increased by the value of the suffering of the Woman Full of Grace..."  (Notebooks 1944, pp. 217-8) 
MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA


 (And here are some notes from Father Tom O’Neill in Singapore:)

“Through many Marian readers, little John's famous Work will become even better known. And it will build up the picture of the Co-Redemptrix...

“The thought came to me that it should be translated into Arabic. The Muslims find Mary mentioned in the Koran nearly thirty times, I understand, and they have immense respect for her. Being also a story-book, Muslim women would find it delightful... Also into Bahasa for Indonesia and Malaysia, and into Chinese and Malayalam and Hindi. Asia is the future of the Church!
 
“Among Catholics, all those seeking the Definition of the Fifth Marian Dogma will be delighted with the book. I notice that five elderly Cardinals have just written an appeal to the Pope to hasten such a definition. Get some very well-known Marian publicist in the USA to praise the book and sales would take off.”

I’m making a short “valtortling” trip to North America in late April / early May*, before which time I hope that the book will be published. It’s pricing – only a guess at present – could be about $US 15.00. Please say a prayer to Mary that this little venture will foster a greater appreciation of Her vital role, in the times which are advancing upon us.

May God bless and keep you all.

David D. Murray,

Editor and Assistant Convenor

(*Two dates are scheduled so far – 26th April in Los Angeles, and 3rd May in Toronto. I’m open to suggestions for “valtortling” touch-downs during the days between.)

----------

ROSARIES FOR SOLDIERS
(Ed Ford sends this letter he received from Pat Evans, who distributes Rosaries to U.S. soldiers...)


Thank you for the generous gift of the Rosary [little blue pocket-books]. I will give them to my Rosary makers in celebration of our 5th anniversary. They will love it as I do. It is the most spiritual Rosary [pocket-book] I have ever used, and I receive a great blessing every time... About 10 years ago I did read all the books (5) titled "Poem of the Man God"...


We make so many Rosaries each week - about 600!... Perhaps I could send one [pocket-book] to each Chaplain which would be 5 a week.


At least half our chaplains are not Catholic but they want the Rosaries for their Catholic troops, although many Protestant Chaplains tell me they like to say the Rosary themselves. There is a place for the Rosary now because of the war. Remember Mary said “pray the Rosary every day for peace” when the children saw her at Fatima.
Ranger Rosary Information - A National Movement


Mary has often used children to spread her messages as she did at Fatima and Lourdes. In St. Mary’s, Annapolis, MD. a large family - l2 children - were making mission Rosaries as members of a Junior Legion of Mary group. Their father, a full time National Guard Sergeant, realized the chain link colorful Rosaries would not work for the military. He designed the combat Ranger Rosaries and gave them to his Chaplain, who loved them and spread the word to other active U.S. military Chaplains. As huge numbers began to be requested, St. Mary’s began a weekly Rosary making group. The ministry has expanded to many other churches and the starter kit groups are also responding. The Chaplains' orders are being filled by hundreds of Rosary makers who also pray the Rosary for our troops, their families and world peace...


[These] rugged combat Ranger Rosaries, hand-made, are being distributed through the U.S. Armed Services Chaplains. For the past 5 years, 150,000 of these have been requested and sent to our troops in the war-torn areas, state side training bases, the Navy fleet and the military hospitals... They are made with parachute cord, dark beads that don't reflect the light... perfect for combat! Also 800 requests for the starter kits... have been sent to those interested in starting a group. Check our website www.rangerRosary.com for information. It costs $1.00 to make and send each Rosary including pamphlets on How to Pray the Rosary and other Holy cards. The ministry is supported solely by donations. Other parishes now have joined St Mary’s... Over 100 Chaplains have requested these Rosaries, all denominations included, and many continue to do so. Mary wants to be with her children to love and protect them and she can do it through her intercession and the prayers of the Rosary!...


Here are a few Chaplains’ remarks. 


“I do not believe any of you will ever fully understand what it means to the 19-year-old soldier who is headed into downtown Baghdad. He is so grateful to have a Rosary with him and knows God is there with him.”

“The Rosaries you send will be the instruments of many blessings in this troubled land to our soldiers, sailors, marines and airmen.”

“It is amazing how the devotion of praying the Rosary is increasing on the part of our young sailors. Please pray for our brave men and women in uniform and the Chaplains that seek to serve them.”

“Though the violence continues unabated. I am sure that things would have been worse without the constant intercession of Our Lady. Your efforts have helped to increase the devotion to her intercessory powers.”

“...Once they get it in their hands, it is a powerful reminder of their Catholic faith and the love Our Lord and His Blessed Mother have for each of us, no matter where harms' way may take us.”





   
LETTERS









(From Australia unless stated otherwise)
The Maria Valtorta Books


It is amazing how much consolation is found in The Poem... I am about to launch into my fourth reading of the entire work. Like many other readers, I cannot read [just] any book, as Maria's are sufficient for the soul on a journey to heaven and contain all we need, provided by Jesus to Maria.






  MARIE WALSH, Kew, Vic.

The Poem will always occupy a special place in my heart. It makes me fall in love with Jesus’ humanity, and that prepares me for His interior life…

RITA MAULINI, Toowong, Qld.

My health is not good, but at 87 years I thank God for each day… I always have one of the five volumes of The Poem on the go – I never tire of reading them. What a blessing they are… 
  TESS ALLISON, Bairnsdale, Vic.

My present struggle is to get one of our libraries here to stock the three Notebooks. I've been turned down by the new, biggest local library and am awaiting an outcome from our smaller one. If that falls over I'll try the remaining Rodney District library at Warkworth.

RICHARD ANDERSON, New Zealand

 [Some time ago] an article caught my eye where the Vatican was “protesting” about a priest publishing segments I now know as Maria’s revelations, which the priest then called “Bird Seed” or something like that. The news article explained that the priest was doing this without the permission of the church, and all of it was causing quite a stir… I couldn’t understand what all the commotion was about, since one would think that any messages from God would be a good thing… At least I was a Protestant at the time, and didn’t have to understand everything with the Church. I couldn’t anyway. It was all Latin at the time. 

Fast forward to about 12 years ago. I was a new convert, and noticed on my brother’s bookshelf Vol. 2 of The Poem. I also noticed the name “Maria Valtorta” which seemed to ring a bell, and realized this was the private revelation which caused all the commotion I had read about, and I became immediately interested. My brother gave it to me, saying he didn’t have the other volumes to go with it but that I was welcome to that one. Boy was I interested. I immediately went home and ordered the balance of The Poem’s set, and once they arrived I began a journey which literally altered my life. I continued to read all of Maria’s works which had been translated into English. Since then I have only read mostly books on the Catholic faith, its history and its influence on the world. I can say without a doubt the single most influencing works - other than Scripture of course - have been the works of Maria Valtorta. When I tell others about this they always say “who?”, and I don’t push the subject much further than that, because I know the dedication and love it takes to devote oneself to a “journey of life” such as Maria’s revelations are. Sometimes I think that this is a mistake on my part. At least now I can refer them to several websites where samples of her writings are published. Then I also consider how few have even read the Scriptures... 

I always look forward to the newsletters and to reading everything in them, the editorial, the reader’s responses and the segments of Maria’s writings. I was especially happy to hear that the new English translation of Maria’s book on …St. Paul to the Romans was now available. Finally I can finish her works in entirety. What a wonderful and joyous journey it has been. 
BEN GUNTER, Jasper Indiana, U.S.A.
As you well know, not all the clergy are believers in Valtorta, but I had a pleasant surprise some time ago. The Apostolic Nuncio to Japan (Archbishop de Castello) visited our store one day and saw The Poem  on the shelves - he not only reads Valtorta himself but encouraged me to do so!

  HANS ENDERLE, Tokyo, Japan.
After finishing the 1943 Notebooks, I had just sent it to my brother - and just like me, he is now hooked on it.
NESTOR PALMA, Chisholm, A.C.T.

I’m getting through the 1944 Notebooks – absolutely awesome, as with any of the work.

ANGELA DALU, Rocky Gully, NSW.
Lessons from the Holy Spirit

on the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans

I have a few chapters to finish in the 5th volume of The Poem, then I can start my new book. I feel great joy when something “new” from Maria Valtorta arrives.

ANGELA PAYNE, Stirling. W.A.

Wishing you every success with this very remarkable and enormously helpful book, and thanking the Lord for granting us such a privilege in the reading of it.

MARK & BARBARA KIRSCH, Rowville, Vic.

As with all the other Valtorta books “...Paul to the Romans” was beautiful. I could not put it down, and read the entire book in one month. I found myself disappointed reaching the end. This book had a lot of answers to my own personal life. Definitely a MUST READ for Valtorta fans.




   JOHN CANTARELLA, Wishart, Qld.
Quarterly Bulletins
Indeed it is wonderful, and why not say it is for those who can see the Will of GOD.  I will try to support your efforts of bringing, to more and more people, what the GOOD LORD had chosen to entrust to Maria Valtorta.

RADU SERBAN, Romania.
Many thanks indeed for the latest bulletin. As usual it contains so much to ponder on. In each bulletin I particularly enjoy learning about other people's experience of reading the writings. I am glad to have all the web addresses that you included in the latest bulletin.
CARMEL CLORAN, Marrickville, NSW.

This is to acknowledge the bulletins I’ve received. I am new in the list, thanks to a friend in Australia – through her I knew your group. [The bulletins] help me very much, a lot, everything in them...

SR. LUISA DE GUIA, MACE, Noto, Italy


I enjoy receiving the bulletins, and love reading them so much. They always bring me closer to Jesus.

ANTOINETTE DE BATTISTA, Gwynneville, NSW.

“Praying the Rosary…” (Pocket-book)


This is one of the most devotional booklets to help me pray the Rosary!
  CAREY TOBIN, North Rocks, NSW.
The “Sunday Gospels” 4xCD (MP3) Tracks
Originally from Adelaide, I belong to St. John the Evangelist Congregation here in Tokyo. The congregation was founded here in Japan and I am the only English-speaker. Several years ago I had the pleasure to read all 5 books of Maria Valtorta. Yesterday, I was luckily enough to find “The Sunday Gospels with the Writings of Maria Valtorta” in the only English religious bookshop here in Tokyo.
SISTER SABINA, Koganei City, Tokyo, Japan.
Thank you for this beautiful reading from Valtorta. There is something extra beautiful to listen to a reading rather than to read.


MARGARET GOSS, Sale, Vic.
Our prayer groupers listened to the Feast of Christ the King on the “Sunday Gospels” CD, and we gave it the “thumbs up”. The work that has gone into this project is mind-boggling!! 


    EVE RICHTER, Northam, W.A.

(If readers don’t have the “Sunday Gospels” set, you can down-load the Gospel tracks for the current month by visiting Steve Jost’s web-site: http://www.valtorta.org – then scroll down to: Click HERE to HEAR Gospels of Sundays & Feasts of the current  month  – Ed.)


(On Christmas Day last, I organised with Steve Jost for the temporary inclusion on his web-site of track D053 (the last track of this set), which is an audio of a passage in Volume 3 of The Poem of the Man-God, where Mary - accompanied by Jesus, His apostles and some of the women disciples - re-visits the place where Jesus was born. Here is some feedback…)
Your "little gift" is a most beautiful blessing. Yesterday eve my son asked about this same chapter, where it might be found… Kenny and I [have now] just heard this most touchingly beautiful reading, and I sent it off to my sister in Munich who is Anglican, as are her three university-aged children. I hope she will listen to it !!!

It had just occurred to me that this might be a good way for people to learn English, through listening to Readers' Group audios, and with an Australian accent. My 11+ year-old granddaughter found the typed chapter of Jesus' birth and that of the shepherds too demanding… but the speaker's voice is so gentle and leads so well…





  MIMI KINTNER, Santiago, Chile.
(*The 50-minute CD ”My Journey with Jesus”, is available from the Readers’ Group, and together with the story of the Three Wise Men it can be down-loaded from:

www.advancedchristianity.com/
then click on “David Murray” and listen to the track “My Journey”.

†   R I P   †
Please pray for the souls of

Brin Thomas, brother-in-law of Madeline Thomas of Kalamunda W.A., who died on 9th October 2007;
Michael Walsh, husband of Marie of Kew, Victoria,

who died on 3rd November 2007 after a long illness;

and George Macnaughtan, husband of Di

of Cleveland Qld., who died aged 64 years on

17th December 2007, after a long illness.

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His Face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  


(Num. 6:24-6.)





“Lord, I do not ask You for the glory of your visions, but for the grace to love You more and more.” (Notebooks 1944, p. 439.)

















