[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.jpg]



E-BULLETIN NO. 46, JUNE 2007
MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP,  AUSTRALIA 
 11 Best Street, Ringwood, Vic. 3134. Tel/Fax +61 3 9879 7853 

E-mail:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au
Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au
 (Jesus to Maria): “Let us turn to the little sheep, seeking to be

acquainted with their Master. It is I, and you are the staff,

leading them to Me.” (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 246)
“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” 

– Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)

EDITORIAL


Dear Readers’ Group members,

Please excuse the lateness of this bulletin, which has been assembled in haste after a very busy month of May.

Jesus Foreshadowed the Dogma of the Assumption


(On October 23, 1947, Jesus said to Maria Valtorta:)

"You had your Holy Year in your fiftieth year. You had Me in a way only you know.1 And you are remaining in this jubilee year of yours until it turns into your eternal century of heavenly peace. But the Holy Year that will come must be marked by a special character: the Marian character.

"The extraordinary Holy Year was celebrated for the nineteenth centennial of my Passion. Infinite Wisdom would love there to be a celebration of this other centennial as well ‑ of the glorious Assumption of my Mother into Heaven ‑ and to have this celebration give a special character to the next Holy Year.2 Infinite Wisdom would love to have this duty, this need, and this far‑sightedness be felt as regards providing a note of Marian triumph and thus a stimulus for devotion to Mary, your Salvation in this terrible conclusion to this terrible century in which the complete opening of the seven seals3 may take place, as God's punishment ‑ in the next Holy Year. For too many centuries now Christendom has been awaiting this triumphal proclamation of the Virgin Mother, taken up into Heaven by God to be a joy for God, whose living Temple on earth she was, and the Queen of the heavenly choirs and the people of the Saints. 

"Many seals have in reality already been opened. But woe if they were all opened or should come to be! 

"Hasten the hour of the triumph of the Woman, foundress of the lineage of those marked with the sign of the servants of God, the chosen whose dwelling is Heaven. Hasten the hour of Mary's triumph over Satan, the world, matter, and death, overcome by Us twice, overcome in Her as a creature, too, in her not knowing the spiritual death of sin, in addition to not knowing death in her flesh, which was not corrupted and lives here. Hasten the hour of Mary's triumph. Let the men, women, and children of the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman Church join the Angels, headed by Michael so that the dragon with seven heads, ten horns, and seven accursed diadems ‑ the seven seductions4, will be cast down for a certain period, and Christendom will have time to gather together and fortify itself in charity and faith, and close ranks as a defense for the final battle. 

"Woe if the woman dressed in purple and scarlet – where the unclean beast with blasphemous names sets his throne - were to be proclaimed queen before the Queen of 
the Angels and men is proclaimed with infallible words, the Woman dressed in sun light, whose feet tread upon the moon, and whose head is crowned with stars.5 

"There cannot be a second Redemption carried out by Me, Christ. But there can still be one to save a greater number of spirits from the coils of hell: that of glorious Mary. In devotion to Her lies the secret of the last Redemption. 

"If they hear Me in the words of the Work, you know who you should communicate these other words to."

(Maria Valtorta’s Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 428-9)

Footnotes

1. On March 16, 1947, in connection with March 14, Maria’s fiftieth birthday.

2. In 1933, under Pope Pius X1, the extraordinary Holy Year of the Redemption had been celebrated. In 1950, an ordinary Holy Year, Pope Pius X11 would define as a dogma of faith the Assumption of Our Lady in soul and body into the glory of Heaven.
3. Revelation 5: and 6:.

4. Revelation 12:3. 

5. Revelation 12:1, 17:3‑4.
Out of the Mouths of Babes
A little girl, on the way home from church, turned to her mother and said, "The sermon this morning confused me." The mother said, "Oh! Why is that?" 

The girl replied, "Well, he said that God is bigger than we are. Is that true?"

"Yes, that's true," the mother replied. 

"He also said that God lives within us. Is that true, too?"  Again the mother replied, "Yes." 

"Well," said the girl. "If God is bigger than us and He lives in us, wouldn't He show through?"  

A CD Introduction to Maria Valtorta


About twelve weeks ago during a drop-in visit to look at some Valtorta books, Arden Nelson, a member living nearby, told me that he films weddings and other events. Subsequently he filmed a talk I gave in Melbourne a few weeks later, and converted it to a DVD. The timing of this was providential, as I had to give much more thought to the presentation than l might otherwise have done – and particularly as it was to became a warm-up for an overseas speaking tour [which I undertook just a month ago].


Here is some feedback from my [somewhat biased] friend Ed Ford, from the U.S.:


“My wife and I just finished watching your DVD. Well done, my friend. I never picked up, in my many readings, that Jesus was editor of the manuscript. The prayer was beautiful and your choice of passages was just right. Anyone who watches it will find a good introduction to Maria's writings.”

Although the resultant DVD was as good as it could have been, I was uncomfortable about its visuals, which – I believe – could become a distraction from the messages. Nonetheless, the sound is quite good, and in the next few weeks I’ll be converting this to a one-hour CD, which can be played on ordinary CD players. Its title will be: “My Journey with Jesus – through the Writings of Maria Valtorta”. Copies will be available at cost, plus postage, and if people wish to make copies of this CD themselves, that’s fine by me - provided they also acknowledge its origin.


If anyone still wants a DVD copy, please contact me.

 “Valtortling” – Near and Far

This is a report on a recent tour I made last month, speaking in a number of countries about Maria Valtorta during a three-week around-the world adventure.


Firstly, I’m very grateful to the Readers’ Group members in each of these countries, who picked me up from and dropped me back at the airports, who drove me here and there, who fed and bedded me and washed my clothes, who took me to Mass when it was possible, and who arranged the venues and publicity for my talks.

I acknowledge the following overall organisers in particular: Father Tom O’Neill S.J. and Grace and Philip Tong in Singapore; Sister Christine Kabumbu and Irene Sokani in Zambia; Stephanie and Tony Munro in South Africa; Eileen Aiken, Stuart McGovern and Roisin Lyons in Ireland; and Gwen Story in New Zealand. I thank also the many other dedicated souls who assisted at the venues in many ways. May God bless and keep you all.

In each of the seventeen groups I spoke with, most of those present had never read any of the writings of Maria Valtorta. I’m so glad that I was able to offer these potential readers some little booklets and audios, as introductory material to “taste and see”, and as stepping stones to what has become a “treasure in the field” for so many existing Valtorta readers, in so many parts of the world. And a hearty welcome is extended to sixty-two new Readers‘ Group members!

As my jet-lag diminishes, the impact of all that happened during my trip increases. I’m glad I kept a diary, which will remind me of the many treasured experiences and the many wonderful people I met along the way. It was a journey of a lifetime which I’m slowly beginning to take in, now that it’s over.

Difficult as it is, I must single out what became one of the most joyous experiences of my whole life. It was the morning of Thursday 10th May, in Lusaka, the capital of Zambia, Africa. I quote from my diary:
“This morning, during 6.30 a.m. Mass, was the highlight of many highlights. It was the most beautiful singing I have ever heard. The harmony, the softness, was something that moved me to tears. [I’m even weeping as I’m typing these words.] After Mass I stood outside for some minutes and sobbed. The Sisters who were with me weren’t phased at all…”
Maria Valtorta sometimes spoke of heavenly music such as she had never heard before. Maybe she wanted me to have this experience, or at least prayed that I would receive the joy of its impact. Thank you Maria.

Dear Lord, please touch the minds, hearts and souls of all who read the writings of Maria Valtorta, and all those with whom they come in contact.

Prayer of Thomas Merton

(From an Irish Sunday Mass sheet)
My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. Nor do I really know myself. And the fact that I think I am following Your will does not mean that I am actually doing so.

But I believe that the desire to please You does, in fact, please you. And I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. I know that if I do this, You will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it.

Therefore I will trust you always, though I seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for You are ever with me, and You will never leave me to face my struggles alone.

Jesus, my God, I desire You and Your love. My poor heart longs for peace of mind. It longs to be at peace with You. It longs to be at peace with all people. It longs to be at perfect peace within itself.

And this You alone can give me… the peace of sinlessness;  the peace of unselfishness;  the peace of doing my whole duty – with no giving in to self-love, in whatever form it may hide itself;  the peace of knowing, loving and serving You;  and the peace of knowing that I belong to you, and that I shall belong to you for ever.
----------

May the Lord bless and keep you all,


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor.
God Works in Mysterious Ways
The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up on a small uninhabited island. He prayed feverishly for God to rescue him. Everyday he scanned the horizon for help, but none seemed forthcoming.  Exhausted, he eventually managed to build a little hut out of driftwood to protect him from the elements, and to store his few possessions.
One day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little hut in flames, with smoke rolling up to the sky.  He felt the worst had happened, and everything was lost.  He was stunned with disbelief, grief, and anger.  He cried out "God! How could you do this to me?”
Early the next day, he was awakened by the sound of a ship approaching the island! It had come to rescue him!  “How did you know I was here?” asked the man of the rescuers.  "We saw your smoke signal" they replied.
(Source unknown)





   

LETTERS









(From Australia unless stated otherwise)
The Valtorta Books
I have just finished reading Volume 1 of The Poem of The Man-God.  My love for Jesus, Mary and Joseph is so deep I can't explain it.  I wish the whole world could read these books and believe.

ANGELA TWEEN, Currans Hill, NSW.

I obtained my volumes of The Poem in 1992, and have read them each year since, They have become part of my life. I have come to know my spiritual family in these books, and they are as real to me as my earthly family.
RITA TAYLOR, Hamilton, Vic.
I have read The Poem of the Man-God a lot of times - but I need to reed it more… and more... always... Here we know and read Maria Valtorta´s books.

MATILDE CE CORREA, Buenos Aires, Argentina.
I never tire of The Poem. I have been reading it since 1989 and it is probably my 4th time. I'm on Volume 3 now. It always illuminates the Bible and helps me as a Lector… I feel a special brotherhood and sisterhood - with all throughout the world who read the Poem, and by this link.
GERARD BEER, Pittsburgh PA, USA.
I have grown tremendously since I commenced reading The Poem 5 years ago.  I try and make it a point to read on a daily basis a small portion of The Poem.
DENISE MIRANDA, Selangor, Malaysia.

Valtorta and Ferri is a great book. It will be a useful help in visualising the people and places which Maria describes.
DICK KISSANE, Watsonia, Vic.


I love the Valtorta and Ferri book. I think of it as my photo album of my heavenly family.

JOAN PACE, St. Georges Basin, NSW.

These books have been our vitamens, minerals and strength. We read Maria Valtorta each day – there is no confusion with the teachings, they bring joy and delight. Everything is so clear with the guidance we receive, it brings us closer to Jesus and Mary. People we give her material to come back to the Church.
MATILDE DE CORREA, Buones Aires, Argentina.

If only someone knew the writings of Padre Pio sufficiently – [they could] document where and when he said María Valtorta's writings would become known all over the world - because there are so many lovers of Padre Pío, but who are sceptical of María Valtorta.
MIMI KINTNER, Santiago, Chile.
I bought the whole set of The Poem some six months ago, I am half way through Volume four and my mother, a Protestant, is half-way through Volume two… I love them, because now I really can understand the gospels, which I learnt as a Protestant, but now I learn the real interpretations… Not so long ago I offered them to her. She had personally asked God in prayer for more detail about the events. Well, how wonderfully God answered her prayer of the heart!


TANYA CASTELLA, Neerim South, Vic.
Booklets

Jesus says: “Give Me your hand.

I know death. I experienced it before you.
I know that it is an instant, and that God

supernaturally comes to your aid

to deaden the force of the sensorial,
so as not to demoralize the soul
in its final struggle.  Be trusting.

Look at Me.  Me alone...  There!

Do you see?  You have crossed the

threshold.  Come with Me now, to the

Father.  Do not fear.  I am with you…” 

(Notebooks 1944, p. 365)


Thanks for the beautiful “Crossing the Threshold of Death” This is a great piece of work really! It is so good how the passages have been extracted. I like maneuvering with the Valtorta materials and coming up with such powerful texts, themes and booklets for the various life situations. (My father is much in love with the small booklet on prayer.) I am sure prisoners will find this latest compilation so helpful, it is also helpful for all of us who are on a journey to eternity…   SR. CHRISTINE KABUMBU, Kasama, Zambia
 “Jesus Teaches How to Evangelize” is most welcome, and I will be referring to its content in my “New Life” Evangelization course notes – as they include many Scripture references...






MEL FUNK, Nerang, Qld.

The little booklets! They are good for introducing The Poem to others.

   HELENA O’NEILL, Strathfield, NSW.

I think the booklets on various themes are a great idea for someone like me, who hasn’t much time for reading the books of The Poem etc.
RON MUNRO, Beechworth, Vic.
We went camping last week, and I had left my little blue Rosary pocket-book on the picnic table, and it rained during the night.  It's not quite ruined, but I would like a new one, an extra one to carry in my purse, and one for a friend. Would you be able to send me three?
MARIAN VANDENMEYDENBERG, Laurel DE, USA
The Rosary pocket-book should be of great help, in particular, as I am always looking for new inspiring meditative prayers when leading the parish weekly Rosary.

MARIA-CLAUDE RANGOTT, Childers, Qld.

I had given a recently converted man a copy of "The Genesis and Activity of a Soul", to whet his appetite for Maria's works. His first reply to me is: 

“I am reading Valtorta’s “Genesis of the Soul”. It really brings the essence of things to life and has my undivided attention at present. I must find out more about the background of these inspired writings. Thanks again for the direction.”







MARIE WALSH, Kew Vic.

“Praying the Rosary” with the Writings of Maria Valtorta


(Note for North American members: This very popular pocket-book Rosary is no longer available from King’s House in Scottsdale AZ. However it can be air-mailed direct from the Readers’ Group in Australia at a cost of $US 7.50 plus $US 3.25 postage. Multiple copies cost less postage per item. Contact valtorta@alphalink.com.au for how to order and pay.)
Audios

I had a phone call from a lady from Cork last night. She is at the Divine Mercy conference in Dublin. She listened to the tape of the Stations of the Cross, which I had  given to her last year, and was so bowled over that she got permission to play it during their Adoration (part of the vigil from the 1st Friday to 1st Saturday). When the tape stopped running, the sound of sobbing could be heard. Four people at the vigil requested tapes. So could you send me 4 tapes and 4 CD's of the Stations please.
EILEEN AIKEN, Ardee, Co. Louth, Ireland.

A Little Book of Meditations

With regard to your proposed "Little Book of Meditations", I would enjoy seeing some of the lovely passages  when John spoke of his love for Jesus with such a humble, sincere and childlike manner. It was so moving and so pleasing to the Lord…



MARIE WALSH, Kew, Vic.


(I’ll get started on this as soon as I can, so ideas for inclusion in this new booklet are still welcome – Ed.)

The “Sunday Gospels” 4xCD (MP3) Series
"Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world". Psalm 19:4.

225 people have [so far] tuned in to hear these “Sunday Gospels” this month of May… Tying Maria's writings to the Sunday liturgy shows that Valtorta's writings are at the very heart of the Christian life…

There is even a scripture verse which says "Faith comes from what is HEARD, and what is heard comes from the preaching of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). In John's Revelation he says "Blessed is he who reads the words of the prophesy, and blessed are those who HEAR, and who keep what is written therein…" (Rev. 1:3).
STEVE JOST, Rochester NY, USA.

(If readers don’t have the “Sunday Gospels” set, you can down-load the Gospel tracks for the current month by visiting Steve’s web-site: http://www.valtorta.org – then scroll down to: Click HERE to HEAR Gospels of Sundays & Feasts of the current  month  – Ed.)

(A priest from Canada writes:)

[“The Sunday Gospels”] will be good listening material as preachers prepare their homilies. Blind people, whom we often forget, will appreciate as well, I am sure!
The Bulletins and Supplements

When the bulletin arrived today I read it immediately, even with dinner on my lap.
There can never be too much of Maria Valtorta's Poem. And now to have the supplement from The Poem, Notebooks and Azariah – “Prelude and Aftermath of Jesus' Passion” - is yet another gift.

From the Readers' letters, Fr. Tom O´Neill of Singapore asked about crib sets with 12 shepherds, the ox, the donkey and the cave. How happy I was to read this… It remains for Poem lovers to discover ever more ways to celebrate year-round, and always what most of us loathe to "put away"






MIMI KINTNER, Santiago, Chile.
I think that The Poem is the greatest book I have ever read… And I love reading all the letters in the bulletin about people whose lives have been changed by it.

VIOLET FRANCIS, Plymouth, England.
Thank you for the bulletin. The testimonies shared and the excerpts from the Poem never fail to keep my desire to know Jesus and Mama Mary burning. I share the stories and the Bulletins to others, and I hope that in God's own way, my friends will find the only real treasure.

EDGAR BAHALA, Davao City, Philippines.

Receiving the bulletin is always the highlight of my day.

SUE CLARK, Stanwell Park, NSW.
My enthusiasm for Maria’s books and the bulletins hasn’t waned… May God continue to bless this tremendous work, and may He open the hearts and minds of so many who need to hear His word. Please pray for me.

EILEEN HAMMAT, Yankalilla, S.A.

I was pleased to read the letter in the bulletin from Robert Gebert who repeats what St. Jerome says: “When we pray, we speak to God; but when we read, God speaks to us”.  Isn't this true when we read the Bible, or The Poem that Jesus has given to us as a gift through Maria Valtorta? I didn't know St. Jerome had said this and have often thought the same myself, but then would wonder if I was just making excuses for myself, wanting to read rather than speak in prayer. Also, reading these wonderful works usually leads into praising God for such a gift anyway.
GWEN STORY, Waipawa, New Zealand.


The bulletins are always so beautiful and I enjoy reading them. I pass them on sometimes, but I always want them back when they finish reading them, as I want to go over them again.

ANTOINETTE DE BATTISTA, Gwynneville, NSW.
Thank you so much again for sending me Bulletin #45… I keep the bulletin near my bed for about a week as I read it again and again, and then I file it. Very often I print extra copies and give to friends to read. They uplift my spirit and give me much spiritual food. For me, The Poem has been the most amazing literature I have EVER come across, but unfortunately, not all feel the same way, which absolutely amazes me........  I was a member of a book club for over 30 years and have just recently resigned from it, as I cannot read fiction and novels any longer - they just don't interest me anymore… I just want to hear about Jesus, His life, His teachings in the messages as He speaks to us individually…

MARY VAN KETS, Pretoria, South Africa.


Thank you for the recent “essential” bulletin and notes… Whilst Maria Valtorta’s words are received as words of love on the Lord’s lips, we will never be spiritually undernourished. God desires only one thing – to reveal Himself to those He loves – and He awaits us with a bouquet of flowers, and with something to say to every one of us…
 WENDY SHERIDAN, Goonellabah, NSW.

Please add my name to Reader's Group’s emailing list.  I love The Poem and am excited to find a group that feels as I do.



    JEREMY LEETCH, Minnesota, USA.
†   R I P   †
Please pray for the souls of Pat Newport, mother of Janelle of Ballina NSW, who died on 20th February 2007;
Monica Manning, grand-mother of Carmel Tanna

of Homebush NSW, who died on 29th March 2007,

aged 102 years;
and Don Michael, of Toronto, Canada,

who died on 31st March 2007.
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His Face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  


(Num. 6:24-6.)





“Lord, I do not ask You for the glory of your visions, but for the grace to love You more and more.” (Notebooks 1944, p. 439.)








“Crossing the Threshold of Death”


(Booklet cover)
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