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 (Jesus to Maria): “Let us turn to the little sheep, seeking to be

acquainted with their Master. It is I, and you are the staff,

leading them to Me.” (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 246)
“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” 

– Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)

EDITORIAL
 “All things have their season, and in their times all things pass under heaven. A time to be born and a time to die. A time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted…”  (Ecclesiastes 3:1-2)
Beloved readers,

The further up the mountain I go, the bigger the mountain becomes. I am in awe about how much bigger an impact the mountain - of what Maria Valtorta has written - continues to grow, for me.

To begin this editorial, here is the story of two new little booklets available from the Readers’ Group:

1. JESUS TEACHES HOW TO EVANGELIZE

A Compendium of What to Do, and What Not to Do

From the Writings of Maria Valtorta

A long time ago I assembled extracts from The Poem of the Man-God about Evangelizing. These remained intact for eight or ten years, while booklets were put together on many other themes. Just recently I re-discovered these words, which, with the help of some Readers’ Group members, have now been re-worked into a much more comprehensive 44-page booklet, including more passages from The Poem of the Man-God and from Maria’s other writings. It highlights, for me, many significant lessons I’ve learnt – and have to keep re-learning – about what works and what doesn’t work when I try to help people draw closer to Jesus and Mary.

Changing the World
[Echoing this booklet’s most important lesson, these words are on the tomb of an Anglican Bishop in Westminster Abby (1100 A.D)]:

"When I was young and free and my imagination had no limits, I dreamed of changing the world. As I grew older and wiser, I discovered the world would not change, so I shortened my sights somewhat and decided to change only my country. But it, too, seemed immovable.

"As I grew into my twilight years, in one last desperate attempt, I settled for changing only my family, those closest to me, but alas, they would have none of it.

"And now, as I lie on my deathbed, I suddenly realize: If I had only changed myself first, then by example I would have changed my family.


"From their inspiration and encouragement, I would then have been able to better my country, and who knows, I may have even changed the world."

I sent an advance copy to my good friend and mentor, Ed Ford in the U.S. He emailed this reply:

This little booklet is the perfect blueprint for becoming more Christ-like. First, by learning how to love, through loving the Author of Love. Then by showing Him to others… How can we pass on what we ourselves haven’t yet understood? Then, and only then, are we ready to actively evangelize to others.  

Thus, this is not just on evangelising, it is on how to live with each other. It is about not trying to control others, but rather it defines a path or way that makes so much sense, but in this current culture seems totally lost. Hopefully, many will give this booklet a chance. The title is great, but no single title would have said what has been so skilfully woven together.
Copies are now available – the cost is $Aust 3.50.

2. CROSSING THE THRESHOLD OF DEATH
Gwen Story, from New Zealand, writes:

“A thought has crossed my mind quite a lot - a booklet for those who are dying would be very helpful at times.  We have the wonderful account of Joseph's death in Volume 1 of The Poem. And the passage: “An Hour of Preparation for Death” (in Notebooks 1945-50 and in Maria Valtorta – Prayers) and is absolutely amazing.”

So, passages from the files of 10 years ago are augmented and arranged into this second new booklet, of 40 pages, priced $Aust 2.50.

(From “An hour of preparation for death”, Jesus says:)

"…To My sisters and brothers who are dying because it is right to die: it is holy to die, since it has been willed by God… Make a cry of love and trust: 'Father, if possible, remove this cup from me.' Like the rainbow after the storm, that cry thus restores light and quietude. You see Heaven once more, the holy reasons for dying, the reward for dying ‑ that is, to return to the Father ‑ and then you comprehend that the spirit… has greater rights than the flesh because it is eternal and of a supernatural nature, and it thus holds precedence over the flesh. And then you say the words which are absolution of all your sins of rebellion: 'But may your will, not mine, be done.'

"That is peace. That is victory. The angel of God embraces you and comforts you, because you have won the preparatory battle to turn death into a victory…"
(Notebooks 1945-50, p. 279)

Why the Little Booklets?


Every time a new booklet came to the surface, I used to say to myself “that’s enough”. My hesitation concerned the idea that people might be reading the booklets INSTEAD OF launching into that personal and precious experience of journeying with and getting to know - and therefore love - Jesus and Mary more, through the pages of The Poem, the Notebooks and The Book of Azariah. Each booklet’s passage selections are always a personal choice, and there must be other passages overlooked, which have important relevance for the individual reader.


The booklets, which I think you’ll agree are very inexpensive, serve three purposes:

As “tasters” and stepping stones to Maria’s books - for people (like I was myself, with the “Passion…” booklet) who might feel hesitant, or intimidated by their very size and cost (of the volumes of The Poem in particular);

As opportunities (for existing readers) to re-visit and dwell on particular and much-loved themes;  and

To serve a particular need - such as dealing with forgiveness and other “unfinished business”; learning how to know, love and follow Jesus, Mary and Joseph more; appreciating the value of suffering; understanding the nature of prayer; and now how to (and how not to) evangelize.
Most of you who receive these e-bulletins are from countries outside Australia. Contact me if you wish to order from the growing list of booklets and audios (ask for a catalogue). Pre-payment by Visa or Mastercard is accepted, with a minimum of $US 25.00 (or its equivalent) for the items you want. (I’ll quote a total price, including shipping).
If you are in the U.S. or Canada, you can pay by check to our agent in North Carolina (I can give you the details). There’s no minimum amount for this form of payment.
Finding Time with God

There was once a little boy who wanted to meet God.  He knew it was a long way to where God lived, so he packed his rucksack with biscuits and several cans of coke, and he set off on his journey.

When he had gone about three blocks he saw an elderly lady. She was sitting on a park bench, watching the pigeons. The boy sat down next to her, and opened his rucksack. He was about to take a drink from a can of coke when he noticed that the little old lady looked hungry, so he gave her a few biscuits. She gratefully accepted and smiled at him.  Her smile was so wonderful that he wanted to see it again, so he offered her a can of coke as well. Once again she smiled at him. The boy was delighted.

They sat there all afternoon, eating and smiling, without saying a word. As it was growing dark, the boy realized how tired he was, and that it was time for him to go home. He got up to leave, but before he had gone more than a few steps, he turned around, ran back to the old woman, and gave her a big hug. She gave him her biggest smile ever.
When the boy got home, his mother was surprised by the look of joy on his face. She asked “What has made you so happy today”? He replied “I had lunch with God”. Before his mother could respond, he added “And you know what? She’s got the most beautiful smile in the whole world”.

Meanwhile, the old lady, also radiant with joy, returned to her home. Her son was stunned by the look of peace on her face. He asked “Mother, what has made you so happy today?” She replied “I ate biscuits and drank coke with God in the park today”. And before her son could reply, she added “And you know, he is must younger than I expected!”

Valtorta and Ferri
Lorenzo Ferri (1902-1975) was an artist, sculptor and Shroud scholar, who created many works of sacred art in his studio in Rome.

Ferri and Maria Valtorta met in 1949 through Father Berti – a well-known Servite priest who figured prominently in Maria’s life during her later years. In the words of the publishers of The Poem of the Man-God:

“… Together, they decided to work on illustrations for this major piece of work on the life of Jesus. Some of these illustrations were carried out by Ferri at Viareggio, at Valtorta’s bedside, while adhering to her instructions; others, instead, were completed in Rome through correspondence.

“It is uncertain whether Maria Valtorta actually saw and approved of all of Ferri’s works which illustrate the monumental literary work written by her on the life of Jesus. It is for this very reason that we are now presenting these illustrations in a separate volume, following various attempts to insert them in Valtorta’s major work.”

The Readers’ Group has secured just a few copies of this significant book: Valtorta and Ferri, from the Valtorta publishers. It has a semi-hard cover, and in its 334 pages it includes 37 sepia-coloured portraits of Jesus, Mary, the apostles, and other main protagonists and antagonists of Maria’s writings; plus more than 200 pages containing sketches of places, buildings and encounters described by Maria in the five volumes of The Poem. Its cost is $Aust 49.50 – less 10% for pensioners and religious.

From the archives – Ines Campos

(Bulletin #22, June 2001)


(Many years ago, shortly after I had began my journey with Jesus and Mary in The Poem of the Man-God, I put together my very first compilation: of Jesus’ teachings on womanhood (which later became the booklet: “The Strength and Power of Woman”). Ines Campos, from Casula NSW, saw a copy of this - sent to her by Christine Draga - and asked for another compilation I’d done on Joseph. She was my first “customer”. [About a year prior to June 2001] Ines wrote a small piece about the Gospel Meditated Rosary tapes:

“The meditations on the Holy Rosary are just so beautiful. The more lines I pray, my soul steps into the picture, and I feel I am in that journey with Jesus and Mary. My spirit is travelling with them in every word, in every thought, in every deed, in every joy, and in every sorrow. And I feel I am giving Our Mother a little comfort by making this journey with her.”
(Ines died on 13th March 2001. I believe that the 13th of the month was very special to Ines. Her friend Maureen Wright tells this story:)
“…She was always so gracious and loving. She went into a coma a few days before her death, but came out of it the day before, and was well enough to talk and pray Rosaries with her family. The family requested a Rosary from the priests at Blessed Padro Pio's monastery, and it was during this time of its scheduled recitation that she died….

“The Philippino community, to which she was a mother figure, organised a novena, which was said each night at 8pm in the Church. Her body spent the Friday night in the church for an overnight vigil of prayer after 8pm Mass. Her funeral was truly special, full of singing, moving tributes and tears. The church was full. Her joy for life, love of God and family and friends flowed out in the eulogies, especially the wonderful witness she had been to all of us in her devotion to prayer, the Divine Mercy, and Our Lady.

“At the end, her son and one of her daughters sang a beautiful song to their Mum, which of course had us all reaching for our already soaked hankies. It was a truly beautiful Mass and funeral. She was a truly beautiful woman and friend. Much missed. God bless.”

 “Valtortling” – Near and Far


I may be visiting Singapore, South Africa and Ireland early in May. Dear Jesus, please touch the souls who are open to learn about Maria Valtorta and her writings.

May God bless and keep you all,


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor.





   
LETTERS









(From Australia unless stated otherwise)
From a New Reader
I have spent every spare moment of the last 12 days reading everything I could find on Maria Valtorta’s writings, I  feel as though I have walked the dusty roads, observing  Jesus and everyone with him, stopping under the trees on the hillside to break bread with him, and listen to him speak.  What a joy It has been. Now it is time to order my own set of books on The Poem. Thank God I stumbled across this unknown (to me) website. I feel as though I found the treasure in the field, and now I must have it for my own. Please include me as a subscriber…

MAUREEN LEADER, ….  Canada.

The Valtorta Books

I have just finished my first volume, and my mother is next in line to read it. I already have someone else who will read it after her… Once I read these works, I cannot help but become a transformed person. Nothing is the same. I don't see the world the same, nor will I live my life as I did before. It’s just not possible. I fall in love with Jesus, His Mother, the Apostles, oh so many people… I feel I know them as a member of my own family!...  Already I can see that there are so many things changing in my life. For one, I do not plan on celebrating the Christmas holiday like we used to do. Christmas has become just another occasion to shower and be showered with material items… Rather we are putting together clothes and toys for the poor children in Mexico where we will be spending a week’s vacation, and THAT is what the spirit of the holiday is really all about. Maria Valtorta is truly a saint of our times, and I pray that her place in heaven is so close to her beloved Jesus… Leaving my first volume was like saying goodbye to my best friend.  Nobody can understand what these readings to do your soul, to your mind, and it is a pleasure to be a part of your Readers’ Group…

CHRISTINA CASTAGNARO, Quebec, Canada
…St. Jerome says: when we pray, we speak to God; but when we read, God speaks to us. Isn’t this true when we read the Bible or the Poem of the Man-God, that Jesus has given to us as a gift through Maria Valtorta?

ROBERT GEBERT, Esperance, W.A.
Thanks for the Maria Valtorta reading material.  The best reading material on earth!  I have begun the five volumes again and am nearing the end of volume 1.
JOAN KNAPMAN, Epping, NSW.
I live in Chicago and have read all of the Valtorta works, and I spread the word and have enlightened many people. I just gave my copy of The Poem to one of my friends who gave it to his mother, a recent widow. It is the best book she can possibly read in this situation.
CODRINA BALAN, Chicago IL, USA.
I am reading The Poem a second time, and it is just as beautiful as the first time. But I am finding that I understand it better.




CARMEL SORBELLO, Ingham, Qld.
I’ve read The Poem three times and am now on the fourth reading. It's the best book I have ever read in my life.
 CAROL MARTINSEN, North Ridgeville OH, USA.
I would appreciate it if you would send me Volumes 4 and 5 of The Poem. I have been reading it for about my 3rd time, previously having borrowed the books, now I have the first three and would like to complete the set.
I am, as previously, thoroughly enjoying the reading. It is amazing how much more one gets from the books each time they are read. The 'stories' seem to grow and improve, if that is at all possible....
   PAM YOUNG, Somerville, Vic.
Maria Valtorta's writings are such a gold mine, sometimes I find it saddening that this great resource is not more widespread and accepted. It is such a wealth of first hand information. When Father Vernard [my friend] was alive, he said that Padre Pio prophesized in the 1960’s that one day Maria Valtorta’s writings would be propagated throughout the world. I really look forward to that. Now there seem to be only a few who are able to really recognize the infinite value of this wonderful gift.

TIM FROMANN, Franklin Square NY, USA.

(From Christine Goetsch): I'm in Johannesburg, South Africa. The Poem has definitely gone around the globe!
Booklets and Audios


I have heard so much about Maria Valtorta. I came across a little booklet called “The Prayer Life and Teachings of Jesus and Mary”. Going through this is spiritual honey, and an inspiration of soul. I have a desire to know more about this group, and all about Maria Valtorta… May Almighty God shower the group with His blessings.

NELSON MWANGO, Kasama, Zambia.

I had a phone call from a lady from Cork last night. She is at the Divine Mercy conference in Dublin. She drove  from Cork to Sligo recently and for the first time listened to the tape of the Stations of the Cross, which I had  given to her last year. She was so bowled over that she got permission to play it during their Adoration (part of the vigil from the 1st Friday to 1st Saturday). When the tape stopped running, the sound of sobbing could be heard. Four people at the vigil requested tapes. So could you send me 4 tapes and 4 CD's of the Stations please.
EILEEN AIKEN, Ardee, Co. Louth, Ireland.
The Bulletins and Supplements


Thank you for that beautiful story [about the blacksmith], which I will share. And thank you for distracting me back to thoughts of Jesus.
 GERARD PAGLIARO, Cleveland, Qld.

Thank you for reprinting Barry Whateley’s letter. It was beautiful to read. 

THERESA ROBBERSTAD, Norway.

I appreciate especially Father Jorge’s reply to a reader: "Why so fluent ?" He explained well, and it helped those who are like me have a "scientific mindset" that wants to understand the mechanics of things.
Keep up this important work please.
STEPHEN WONG, Endeavour Hills, Vic.

A Christmas Thought


(Father Tom O’Neill, from Singapore, says:)
I wonder whether anybody has manufactured crib sets with twelve shepherds, a grey donkey, a white ox and a sheep. And a real "den" as described by Maria. Someday somebody will.

The glorious testimony of Barry Whateley from your archival collection makes me weep, just remembering, if only the sceptical world could read just that.
I weep for all those who have been missing Jesus' gift through María Valtorta.
 MIMI KINTNER, Santiagi, Chile.
Thank you for the December bulletin, very interesting as usual. I have made copies of parts of it to read to friends – especially the testimonies about The Poem… About a year after some prompting, my son asked me if I would lend him The Poem, as he feels he is now ready for it… God works in wonderful and mysterious ways…

VIOLET FRANCIS, Plymouth, U.K.

I exclaim aloud with delight when I receive the bulletin. This work has brought me and many others closer to our good God and His Holy Mother.

I can scarcely express the profound joy and trust in the reality of the love of God for us all, that has resulted from daily reading of passages from Maria Valtorta’s conveyances of His Words.   JANICE CORDEAUX, Monarto, S.A.

I’ve just finished reading Bulletin # 44, and as usual it was wonderful, uplifting and renewed my spirit. Also, I’ve just finally got my two sons reading The Poem, and they are hooked – thank God.  I also loved the letter from the Archives…


 ELENOR SAYERS, Phoenix AZ, USA.
The “Sunday Gospels” (MP3) CDs

Thanks for the “Sunday Gospels” CDs. which are very useful to me in preparing my homily as well as in my spiritual growth.

I really appreciate the effort and hard work, may the Lord continue to bless you and your ministry.

FATHER MOSES YAP, Sarawak, Malaysia.


(Thanks Fr. Moses. I don’t see this as “hard work” – but prefer to call it an “adventure”.

If readers don’t have the “Sunday Gospels” set, you can down-load the Gospel tracks for the current month by visiting the web-site: http://www.valtorta.org – then scroll down to: Click HERE to HEAR Gospels of Sundays & Feasts of the current  month  – Ed.)

The Gospel Meditated Rosary (Tapes and CDs)

…The Maria Valtorta writings are enriching my life, and will continue to bring many souls closer to our Lord and our Blessed Mother Mary.
I have an Anglican friend who has recently started to pray the Rosary, and during the time leading up to Christmas I invited her to join me in listening to the Gospel Meditated Rosary tapes. So far she has only joined me for the Glorious and Joyful mysteries. On both occasions she was transported (as I am) into the place and time. Her eyes filled with tears at the beauty of the descriptions, and after we had listened the second time she said that her understanding of the Gospel stories had been greatly deepened. How could anyone listen to those tapes and not have a devotion to Mary, who only wants to bring us closer to her Beloved Son? For some time now I have been asking Our Lady to show me how to bring other Anglicans to her. She is showing me in amazing ways, and I think the story has only just begun!



    SUE MAIN, Lower King, W.A.
 “Praying the Rosary” (Pocket-book)

I have just come back from a trip to Arizona, went to a Catholic church there, and in their gift shop I purchased the small pocket-sized "Praying the Rosary". On the way home on the airplane I was brought to tears many times with this book.  I would like to read the complete writings of Maria Valtorta…

  LAURIE KELTGEN, Watertown SD, USA 
A PRAYER BEFORE SUPPER


(Early in His public life, Jesus is with His first disciples, and has just been re-united with some of the shepherds who adored Him at His Birth. He is speaking with the shepherd Elias, and He says:)

« …It is getting dark, the first evening star is beginning to shine. Say your prayer before supper. »

« Not I. You say it, please. »

« Glory to God in the highest Heaven, and peace on earth to men of good will who have deserved to see the Light and serve it. The Saviour is among them. The Shepherd of the royal line is with His herd. The morning Star has risen. Rejoice, just people! Rejoice in the Lord. He Who made the vaults of heaven and has strewn them with stars, Who placed the seas at the boundaries of the land, Who created winds and dew, and Who fixed the course of seasons to give bread and wine to His children, He is now sending you a more Sublime food: the living Bread that descends from Heaven, the Wine of the eternal Vine. Come to Me, you who are the first of My worshippers. Come to meet the Eternal Father in truth, to follow Him in holiness and receive His eternal reward. » Jesus has said the prayer, standing up, with His arms stretched out, while the disciples and shepherds are on their knees…
(The Poem, Vol. 1, pp. 393-4).

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His Face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  (Num. 6:24-6.)





“Lord, I do not ask You for the glory of your visions, but for the grace to love You more and more.” (Notebooks 1944, p. 439.)











