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EDITORIAL

Dear readers,


This bulletin marks the Readers’ Group’s tenth anniversary, which began with my favourite testimony on Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of the Man-God, by John Haffert. I hope to live for another 10 years, it’s been a joy.
In the previous bulletin there was a letter from Father Jorge de Jesús Fuentes SDB, a Mexican priest now studying in Rome. His final words were: “Don’t forget us, the priests. We are many, and we are all over the world. We should try a Directory of all of us, and be in contact. Someday, maybe, we could organize a Congress on María Valtorta”.
This letter fired up a series of email interchanges and phone calls, which resulted in a quick trip by yours truly to Italy, then back to Australia via Ireland and Canada.

Italy - Father Jorge’s Report

“It was a providential week, because we felt the hand of God in many great and little details here and there. Our first trip was to Manoppello, the little town where the Capuchin priests have kept, for more than 400 years, the sacred veil Nique (the Veronica) used to clean Jesus’ face on His way to the Calvary. This is the real cloth (believe it), and it is smiling, as Valtorta says in The Poem. It isn’t looking forward. That is why all the icons of Christ’s face that remain of the first centuries are not looking straight. They knew the original true Face...

“Next day we went to Isola del Liri, the place where CEV [Dr. Emilio Pisani´s (The Poem’s) printing and publishing business] is. It was a wonderful day. David and I spoke with Dr. Pisani, his wife Claudia, a few associates and an interpreter, and we arrived at a wonderful plan for the conversion of David’s “Pilgrim’s Guide…”, for all languages in the future… They invited us to dinner, after which we took photos, thanked them in a very emotive moment, and returned to Rome, incredibly happy. 

“We spent the next two days at home (the Salesian University), recovering our breath a little bit (David, the most), and talking really nice stuff between us…
“We then we left for Florence, and were received very dearly by the Communita Dei Figli Di Dio (Community of the Sons and Daughters of God) - which has groups in Australia - where the director arranged for us to celebrate Mass in the very chapel where Valtorta´s remains are in Florence: the chapel of the convent of the Servites in the Basilica of the Annunciation, in the heart of the city.
“The next day, we left very early from Florence, to make a big tour: Pisa-Viareggio-Siena and back to Rome. It was wonderful. Visiting Pisa was gorgeous. There we had a photograph taken – each holding a piece of pizza in the piazza in Pisa – a joyful situation. We participated in Mass at 9:30 am in the Basilica, and then on to Viareggio, where we had an appointment with a lady whom Dr. Pisani (he and Claudia are now the owners of Maria Valtorta’s newly restored house) had asked to open the house for us. Wow! That was something to remember forever. David had missed this opportunity ten years ago, and now we were there, in the holy room of that humble woman where everything took place. A woman who in some years (I am sure of it) will be not only a Saint of the Roman Catholic Church, but the next woman Doctor of the Church after Saint Therese (the little one). And that house will be a site of very many pilgrimages, to render devotion to her… After taking photos and videos, and writing our names in the visitors’ book… we left for Rome via Siena. I felt nostalgic… We had lived one of the greatest days of our lives.

“Early next morning David flew off to Ireland. The week was over, but it is still here in our hearts. Only God knows all the good this trip will bring for many people in the present and in the future.”
Ireland, and Toronto (Canada)
“Out of the blue”, an opportunity had come for me to visit Ireland. And what a treat it was – to speak about Maria Valtorta (my favourite subject) to five groups on five consecutive nights. The prime mover was Eileen Aiken, from Ardee, near Dublin – ably supported by her husband Frank. Many thanks also to Camilla at Churchtown, Jim at Cork, Imelda at Clonmel, and Paul at Sutton – for their wonderful arrangements and hospitality.

Then to Toronto – gracefully welcomed by Bishop Roman Danylak (he has given his Imprimatur to English translations of Maria’s writings) and by Carmel and Louise, who are part of the bishop’s prayer group. The below zero (Celsius) cold was beautifully compensated for by the warmth of a full-day conference we participated in – concentrating on the gifts God has given to us through Maria – followed by Mass con-celebrated by the bishop, the parish priest, and two of the three other priests who attended the conference.

A potential outcome of these “drop-in” visits could well be the emergence of “agents” – for the distribution of some of the Readers’ Group’s very well received booklets and audios - in either or both countries.
Thank you Father Jorge for being the initiating element in our little valtortling escapade. “Who” knows what future and similar happenings might follow.

“The Victim Souls” *


This 88-page booklet, containing 44 extracts assembled from Maria Valtorta’s 1943 Notebooks, has now been added to our catalogue. And who better to be the “voice” and “pen” of Jesus’ teachings than Maria, this “generous soul who herself became a victim soul to the highest degree” (Preface, p. 6). The cost: $Aust 7.00.

* Published by Centro Editoriale Valtortiano, Italy


May God bless and keep you all.


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor.

“Judas Iscariot – the Betrayer of Jesus”


On 12th January 2006, an article written by Richard Owen in Rome was published in The Times, London and headed: “Vatican moves to clear reviled disciple’s name”. The article says that “JUDAS ISCARIOT, the disciple who betrayed Jesus with a kiss, is to be given a makeover by Vatican scholars… He was not deliberately evil, but was just ‘fulfilling his part in God’s plan’.” It further suggests that “the rehabilitation of Judas would ‘resolve the problem of an apparent lack of mercy by Jesus toward one of his closest collaborators’... In scholarly circles, it has long been unfashionable to demonize Judas, and Catholics in Britain are likely to welcome Judas’s rehabilitation… and Jesus had always preached ‘forgiveness for one’s enemies’”.


Just before leaving for Rome last month, I was able to assemble some 54 extracts from Maria’s The Poem of the Man-God and two of her Notebooks, into a 52-page booklet which, I believe, clearly debunks Richard Owen’s “beat-up” and attempted white-washing of this twelfth apostle. Despite all the help given to him by Jesus, Judas went into a fully aware and deliberate downward spiral and allowed himself to become completely possessed by Satan, to the extent of betraying Jesus Who loved him so much, and refusing to believe in God’s forgiveness. In this booklet’s third-last passage, Jesus gives an unequivocal lesson on the existence of Hell.

Jesus told His apostles: “It is difficult to be good with people like Judas, and to understand souls like Judas' and to be a doctor and priest for them. Judas is your living teaching…” He also told them: “…Do you not know that you learn more through Judas of Kerioth than through any other person? You will find many Judases and very few Jesuses in your apostolic ministry… With his faults he shows you what man is; I show you what man should be. Two examples equally necessary. By knowing both well, you must try to change the former into the latter… And let My patience be your rule…“
This booklet has given me one of my most important learning experiences – in combating the bit of Judas in me - in this little Valtorta ministry. Its cost: $Aust 3.50.

Does this ring a bell?
I was recently diagnosed with AAADD - Age Activated Attention Deficit  Disorder.
This is how it goes.  I decide to clean out the car. I head to the garage and notice the mail on the table. OK, I'm going to do the car, but first I'll go through the mail. Lay car keys down on the desk. After discarding the junk mail, I notice the trash can is full. OK, I just put the bills on the desk and take out the trash ... But first, since I'm going to be near the mailbox, I address a few bills... Yes, now where's the cheque book? Oops, there's only one check left. Where did I put the extra cheques? Oh, there's my empty cup from last night on my desk. I'm going to look for those checks; But first, I need to put the cup back in the kitchen. I head for the kitchen, look out the window, notice the flowers need a drink of water. I put the cup on the counter and there's my extra pair of glasses on the counter. What are they doing there? I just put them away... : But first, I need to water those plants. I head for the door. Aaaagh!!! ... someone left the remote on the wrong spot. OK, Ill put the remote away and water the plants... ; But first, I need to find those cheques.

END OF THE DAY... Car not clean, bills still unpaid, cup still on the counter, cheque-book still has only once check left.  Lost my car keys ... and when I try to figure out why nothing gone done      I'm baffled because I know I was busy all day. I realise this condition is serious ... I'd better get help. But first ........... I think I’ll check my e-mail.

One Day at a Time

Recent major disasters have befallen three continents: Asia, Africa, and North America. That leaves Europe, South America, and Australia. God knows the ifs, the hows, and the whens. All I can think of is doing the best I can – one day at a time, as in “Godspell”:

Day by day, day by day,

Oh, dear Lord, three things I pray,

To see Thee more clearly,

To follow Thee more nearly,

To love Thee more dearly,

Day by day.

“I Thirst”


The following was sent by De. Joe Benin from Annandale, VA in the USA:]

Here's the quotation from St. Therese of the Child Jesus, often quoted by Mother Teresa. It is like a "motto" of the Missionaries of Charity. My pastor, Fr. Franklyn McAfee, is their spiritual director in Canada, U.S. and Puerto Rico.

"One Sunday, looking at a picture of Our Lord on the Cross, I was struck by the blood flowing from one of the divine hands. I felt a great pang of sorrow when thinking this blood was falling to the ground without anyone’s hastening to gather it up. I was resolved to remain in spirit at the foot of the Cross and to receive the divine dew. I understood I was then to pour it out upon souls. The cry of Jesus on the Cross sounded continually in my heart: "I thirst!"  These words ignited within me an unknown and very living fire. I wanted to give my Beloved to drink, and I felt myself consumed with a thirst for souls."*

English translation - Story of a Soul: The Autobiography of St. Thérèse of Lisieux - trans. John Clarke, O.C.D., third edition (Washington, D.C.: ICS Publications, 1996) 
 “Don’t Despair”

After she finished her Prayers, Sister Barbara opened a letter from home. Inside the letter was a $100 bill her parents had sent.

Sister Barbara smiled at the gesture. As she read the letter by the window, she noticed a shabbily dressed stranger leaning against the lamp post below.
Quickly, she wrote, "Don't despair. Sister Barbara," on a piece of paper, wrapped the $100 bill in it, got the man's attention and tossed it out the window to him. The stranger picked it up, and with a puzzled expression and a tip of his hat, went off down the street.

The next day, Sister Barbara was told that a man was at the door, insisting on seeing her. She went down, and found the stranger waiting. Without a word, he handed her a huge wad of $100 bills.
"What's this?" she asked. "That's the $8,000 you have coming Sister," he replied. 'Don't Despair' paid 80-to-1."






   
LETTERS









(From Australia unless stated otherwise)
The Valtorta Books

Words fail me on trying to express my gratitude to God for the amazing gift of The Poem, and how it has me on fire with love.



  PAT FILBY, Wodonga, NSW
…I had fallen in love with Maria when I first read her Autobiography, still over these years I have not succeeded in completing The Poem - while I read letters (from your readers), laughing a bit, as they tell at times they are on their 4th or 5th reading!  To compound our time constraints, I am a meditative reader, reading rather slowly simply because I get "trapped" and then "take off" in wanderings or tears of joy or sorrow....thinking, praying, thanking God, sometimes talking to Maria....to the saints I'm making friends with.... 

So that finally since Christmas time… my resolution is to lay aside all reading and complete the volumes of The Poem. The “Pilgrim’s Guide” you sent me will throw so much light on this work, I am sure…

Because of those who carry a considerable weight in the esteem of many -- such as some EWTN staff, and internet sites -- people easily set up a barrier to further attempts. But so be it..... One can always pray, and allow the Love of God to manifest to souls as He manifested in the time of Jesus...

JANICE CUMMINGS, Kansas City, MO, USA

…I simply cannot start the day without the weekday Mass readings, the Gospel reading, and at least 2-3 pages of one of Maria Valtorta’s lessons from Jesus… My work [at an aged care facility] enables me to understand more Jesus Christ’s teachings and love for us. What books I have, I loan out at any opportunity. One of the residents I care for only reads Italian, and I am ordering The Book of Azariah, in Italian, for her…

I thank God for these writings, and for the strength of their messages from our Holy Saviour and His Mother.

JANICE CORDEAUX, Monarto, S.A.


[Our prayer group] has started on the second volume of The Poem again, and we are now half-way through. We never fail to learn more – we’ve just read about John of Endor…




IDA BUCKLE, Forest Hill, Vic.

It is heartening to learn that so many of the Maria Valtorta readers are in tune with each other, such kindred spirits, and yet we have never met except through the books. I have no doubt that if a group of total strangers who read Maria's books were to   meet, they would be as comfortable with each other as if they had been friends for years. Such is the spiritual bond amongst the readers.
MARIE WALSH, Kew, Vic.

I am a lonely soul in the wilderness up here in Sweden. First of all there are not many Catholics here. And secondly, no-one seems to have any knowledge about the Valtorta books. If I tell people, most of them react with [caution], being afraid that this is not good.
So I have been drinking this divine water, which in my opinion is as wonderful a gift as I can ever imagine, all alone. I have been sorry for not being able to share my bewilderment with anyone. But from your web-site I have read that the joy is similar to that of other readers in the world.





 BERNARD GLIFBERG, Sweden.

Nothing helps me to “know, love and serve God” more than Maria’s works do – not only The Poem, but The Book of Azariah and the Notebooks also.

BILL CLOHESY, Athelstone, S.A.
I'm very happy to be included in the Valtorta group’s list. I have just read about the birth of Mary and the The Living Bread, and I must say I found the text profound and enlightening. Tonight, I will be talking about The Eucharist and Mary to rural people. Please pray for me. I submit myself to God as His instrument of Love tonight, however poor this instrument is… I pray that all the members of our group will be further blessed by the Lord.

EDGAR BAHALA, Philippines

The “Sunday Gospels” 4xCD Set
[They] have increased my desire to have a Maria Valtorta prayer group, where we can use these CDs to prepare for the Sunday's Gospels.

GWEN STORY, Waipawa, New Zealand.
 [This next message comes from a lady who attends a Prayer Meeting in Toronto with Bishop Danylak. (You may recall that the Bishop has lost his reading sight.)]
Next to the Bible, His Grace refers frequently to Maria Valtorta.  A cost cannot be put on these CDs as far as he is concerned.  We even had Jesus speaking through you from Maria Valtorta at the Prayer Meeting re the Holy Eucharist.

MARY ELLEN MCBRIDE, Markdale ON, Canada

Thank you for the “Sunday Gospels” with the commentaries from The Poem. It is really a good resource for any priest. I hope to put it to use as I travel up and down on the country roads. In Domino.

FATHER PETER KRIGOVSKY, Ganmain, NSW

I’m very excited about the “Sunday Gospels”. What a great job – together with Our Lord – to create a masterpiece. I can’t believe the gift I’ve received in being a member of the Readers’ Group.

MARY GROTAERS, Casuarina, N.T.

Thank you so much for the complete CD set of commentaries on the Sunday and Feast Day Gospels. An amazing Work of Love that will be a great boon for understanding the liturgical Gospels and for homilists open to Valtorta!
    BR. CHRYS CASTEL, Trappist KY, USA

Thanks for the CDs. Wonderful!  FATHER K.R., NSW

Thank you for the Sunday Gospel CDs… It is so big a gift to be thanked in human words.

SR. CHRISTINE KABUMBU, Kasama, Zambia
I belong to a prayer group where we always read and discuss the following Sunday Mass readings… Now I have an easy access to Maria Valtorta's works regarding the same Gospel readings. It is a gift. And I thank you and all the others who made this project succeed…
MARIAN VANDENMEYDENBERG, Laurel DE, USA

I am overwhelmed at the content and quality of the CDs. What a project indeed! Congratulations on fulfilling it. It is a resource to be treasured. It is wonderful to partake in this banquet the Lord has provided through the writings of Maria Valtorta. My husband Tony (who never has time to read) was also enormously impressed by the production and content. A wonderful means for him to get to know Our Lord’s instruction through the writings.
STEPHANIE MUNRO, Silver Lakes, South Africa
The job done with these MP3s is just incredible! 
TIM FROMANN, Franklin Square, NY, USA

(Tim has kindly sent me a new plug-in device that can allow MP3 players to be heard through an unused frequency of an FM radio. It works well! – Ed.)

The Poem in English sounds gorgeous. I enjoyed every word. So clear, well said, good rhythm, and of course the divine and incredible words of our Lord, the Virgin Mary, Azariah, John, and Valtorta. I enjoyed it. It is a beauty. English sounds so poetic. But you know, it also sounds beautiful in Italian (I have been reading The Poem in Italian to learn more), and also in Spanish… It is perfect for a good preparation to celebrate Sunday Mass (days before of course), and for preparing homilies, because there is an enormous amount of inspiration there. And I was thinking of many sick people that can't read any more (for example my brother who has a cancer tumour in his head, and will be delighted to hear these CDs, Sunday to Sunday).

This work has to be known. It has to go into the hands of many people. People who don't read much will hear these CDs and will surely decide to buy The Poem. It is a great and good first step to dive into The Poem fully.

I hope the idea spreads, and that in the future we can have these CDs read in many languages, starting with Spanish, of course.
FR. JORGE FUENTES (See his report on page 1.)

(I’ve produced a “sample” CD (ordinary – not MP3) containing the wonderful Christmas Day Gospel of Jn. 1:1-18. For me, its theology is awesome. It takes about 24 minutes, and it is a “taster” of what the total “Sunday Gospels” set consists of. Its cost is $Aust 5.00 - Ed.)
“Praying the Rosary”

The son of a friend of mine described how he was in tears before the Blessed Sacrament when praying the Sorrowful Mysteries with this little pocket-book Rosary.
ED FORD, Scottsdale AZ, USA
The Rosary booklet is great.  Sturdy enough to be in my purse and easy to use. Isn't it so, that we already know most of the favourite parts of the Poem by heart? I prayed the Glorious Mysteries with the booklet, and it was so beautiful.
MARIAN VANDENMEYDENBERG, Laurel DE, USA

I am a kidney patient on dialysis. I had a second transplant in August but sadly it rejected. My wonderful husband Tony and I… hold three prayer groups at our home and one at a nearby parish. Through God’s grace we are also busy building a small retreat centre. After three hard years we are thrilled as we have just put the roof on the Chapel which will be dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. We have two homesteads on the farm which can accommodate 40 people on beds, and more sleeping on the floor!... We have used the Rosary pocket-booklet for our rosary prayer in some of the groups and it has had an enormous impact. Isn’t it a blessing to be working for the establishment of His Kingdom? We are so honoured…

STEPHANIE MUNRO, Silver Lakes, South Africa

The Bulletins
Have just read “The Holy Spirit – on Abraham and Faith”. How beautiful and consoling - and at last a clear understanding of Baptism of Desire. All I can say as I read is "of course, of course, of course”. How merciful is our Jesus.
   EILEEN AIKEN, Ardee, Co. Louth, Ireland

I have just finished the December newsletter and its great to hear testimonies again from all parts of the world. The letter from Fr. Jorge De Jesus Fuentes from Mexico was encouraging in that many priests too have been affected greatly by The Poem.

RANDALL PORTER, Dubbo, NSW

Thanks for the valuable insights conveyed in the bulletins throughout 2005. They have provided a constant source of spiritual refreshment and renewal…

SHELAGH GOONAWARDENE, Burwood, Vic.
Very many thanks for the inspiring Bulletins. They lift the heart and convince one of the power of Maria’s books…


 FATHER TOM O’NEILL S.J., Singapore   
Thank you so much for the wonderful reading. I savour every word !!... [There are] so many other Catholics who are waiting for [Maria’s books] to be officially approved. Anyway, we know better, don't we?

CATHERINE RZECKI, Werribee, Vic.
The Rose Petal

When I saw the beautiful picture of Our Lord crowned with Thorns on the Rosa Petal, my heart jumped for joy. I pray with it in sight all the time.

KARYN PORTLOCK, Engadine, NSW

Thank you for the rose petal image of my Jesus. Yester day I gained – or Jesus did – a new Valtorta reader, a non-Catholic at that! But then, they make wonderful converts, in my experience. Your sister in Christ,

NAN SWAN, Ballina, NSW

†   R I P   †
Please pray for the soul of Marie Horan,

of Warrnambool Vic., who died on 10th January 2006 

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]






