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Dear Readers,


As mentioned in previous bulletins, this has been a year of very intensive and rewarding “putting together” - of seven years’ audio recordings of passages from all the gospels in the Church’s three-year liturgical cycle, plus Maria Valtorta’s writings on these gospels. As explained below, the 4xCD sets are now being packaged up in special presentation boxes, with a “listeners guide”, for posting out on about 8th December – the Feast of Our Blessed Mother’s Immaculate Conception.


The bulletin’s “letters” section continues to be a treasure-chest of members’ heart-warming experiences with Maria’s writings, and this time includes some particularly wonderful correspondence from new members who have “discovered” the Readers’ Group through its web-site.


We have no idea when the long-awaited-for translation of the last “essential” volume of Maria’s writings – the Holy Spirit’s Lessons on the Epistle of Paul to the Romans – will be available. Nevertheless the bulletin’s supplement contains an advance translation of a passage in this book, in which the Holy Spirit puts to rest misunderstandings concerning “the thorny crux of Catholic tradition that theologians have wrestled with down the ages: namely, that ‘outside the Church there is no salvation.’


Finally, the supplement has a re-print, from bulletin #25, of a letter from Bishop Roman Danylak, where he responds to an attack on Maria’s The Poem of the Man-God, aired in 2002 on EWTN, the Catholic television station in the U.S.

Here’s wishing you all a happy and a holy Christmas.

Wherever you are, may God’s peace descend upon you and your families during this very special time.

David D. Murray

Editor and Assistant Convenor

MORE ON THE “SUNDAY GOSPELS” PROJECT 

In all, there are 220 tracks totalling some 55 hours, in four CDs (MP3 compressed format). My friend Dale reads the gospel, and I read what Maria Valtorta writes – mainly from The Poem of the Man-God, and also including related passages from her Autobiography, from her 1943, 1944 and 1945-50 Notebooks, and from The Book of Azariah (Maria’s Guardian Angel).

The gospels for Years A, B and C are recorded in the first three CDs, and the fourth CD contains gospels for Solemnities and major Feast Days which can be celebrated on a Sunday – including four tracks for Christmas Day, and 26 tracks covering Passion Sunday: the Last Supper, Jesus’ Agonies and His trials before the high priests, Herod and Pilate, and the Stations of the Cross.
Some Early Feedback
(From Australia unless stated otherwise)

 (We begin with a letter from Robert Gebert, from Esperance W.A. Robert has been receiving the audio cassette tapes – from which the CDs have been produced):
“…On Friday nights we have our “Holy Face of Jesus” prayer group. We are a small group, but Jesus said that where two or three people meet “in My Name, I am there with you”. Before I began to receive the “Sunday Gospels” tapes, we had a quiet time after the Sorrowful Mysteries – just meditating on the Holy Face, asking questions, or just sharing. We have a large picture of the Face on the Shroud, and I realize that we were doing what Mary was doing on Good Friday and Saturday, just contemplating the “Veronica”.

“After the arrival of the tapes, I suggested we listen to the Gospel for next Sunday. They all agreed, and from there on for the last two years – at the quiet time after the Rosary – we’ve listened to the tapes.

“Because of time, I try to keep in to the 15 minutes. I say what the Gospel is about, then I start the tape from Maria’s writings. If it is longer than the 15 minutes, I pick out the best part at the start or middle to end, and explain in a few words what Jesus is doing and what He said. (I don’t want to make the session too late.)

“When the tape is being played, one lady puts up the footrest of her chair and closes her eyes. (Another lady once asked her: ‘do you go to sleep?’ She said ‘No, it helps me to listen to each word of Jesus, for it is so rich and so beautiful.’) Another person says it is a great gift that Jesus has given to us.

“We meet at the house of one of the ladies – she loves the tapes and says: ‘it is so deep, and so simple to understand’.

“When you were late in sending one of the tapes, they were disappointed – but I said that I have another tape of Maria Valtorta’s called “For Children and the Young at Heart”. I played the first two passages: “The Shepherds and the Angels” and “The Shepherds Find Jesus” – they were happy and said it was so beautiful…”

(Advance copies of the CDs for Years A and B were sent to a few members for “road-testing”. Here are some responses:)
What a treasure are the “Sunday Gospels”. To listen to the current Sunday gospel, then hear Maria Valtorta's descriptions - wow! How real are the people, the events, and especially the daily frustrations and disappointments which Our Blessed Lord and His Mother experienced. [These recordings] enhance the spiritual meaning of each Sunday.
ED FORD, Scottsdale Az, U.S.A.
Thanks for the material of Sunday readings, I have found the meditation for Sundays very rich when I have the gospel and Valtorta text at the same time. It is “The Poem made Simple"!! 

   SR. CHRISTINE KABUMBU, Zambia.
…I would be interested in purchasing the Sunday Gospel's CD set. As well as using it myself, I think it would be a good way to get my four year old son, who is very technologically minded, into learning about the messages of the gospel in a fun and familiar way - as he enjoys listening to his CD and audio-taped “read-along” story books. He's been reading his children's prayer books and learning his prayers, so I think it would be a great follow-on from these for him.







SUZI JURIC, Hillside, Vic.

Over the weekend, I took the time to listen to various passages from the CD of Year “B” of the “Sunday Gospels”. As I was listening, I found it easy to discern which part of the reading was from the Sunday Missal, and which was from Maria Valtorta’s writings - because two different voices were used. This was done effectively and didn’t interrupt the flow, but it rather enhanced the readings for each Sunday. 


I have read the 5 volumes of The Poem of the Man God, during which I felt that I was sitting in front of the television, observing - as a spectator - the beautiful movie that Maria presents to us. However, it is interesting that only a few days ago, I read about St Ignatius of Loyola, who developed a method of spirituality called Ignatian Spiritual Excercises, which focused on people using the fullest amount of imagination during meditation. People were asked to pick a scene from the Bible and imagine they weren’t spectators - like in the audience of a play - but actual participants in the biblical scene being contemplated. So while I was listening to the readings, particularly from Valtorta’s writings, I found myself becoming a participant so easily. And what greater enjoyment and enrichment it gave me. I was able to appreciate the reality of the scriptural text, and I was able to use my senses to learn about and experience the event. (In fact, the only other time I have been able to do this was with the pocket-book Rosary, where I felt as though I was present at each Mystery, step by step, instead of being an observer.) What a difference this has made to enriching my love of Jesus and of the gospels…


As I listened to several Sunday readings, I noticed that you chose not to have any background sounds or music of any kind in any of the readings. I liked this, because [this may have] interfered with or overpowered what was supposed to be the true focus. 


Congratulations for bringing the gospels in both forms to all of us at home. I will certainly make it a weekly practice to listen, as part of my Sunday prayer.

CATHERINE LOFT, Glen Iris, Vic.
…May the “Praying the Rosary…” project have much success, and especially the “Sunday Gospels” backgrounder from Valtorta. It would be great if you had a separate website for that project. I am sure that priests from all over the world would seek out homily material for their Sunday sermons from it. 


PATRICK OWENS, Calgary AB, Canada.

 [I take Patrick’s point about the (possible) value of this material for priestly homilies – it certainly helps my preparation for Sunday Mass. If all the transcripts were assembled into a book, it would be the equivalent on one volume of The Poem. So maybe as an alternative, the individual texts could “dribbled”– week by week or month by month – into cyberspace ?? – Ed.]
Important Note
The CDs can be played on “MP3-Compatible” CD players, but not on normal or standard CD-players.  The (MP3) CDs can also be played on modern computers, on many DVD players, and on portable MP3 players (ask a teenager about this, if you’re a “dummie” like me).  There is also a system for car use, whereby the CDs can be heard with a portable (MP3-Compatible) CD player (I have a TEAC brand) – using a “car-kit” which draws power from the cigarette lighter, and includes a device for inserting into the car’s cassette player.
I’m told that there is also a new plug-in device that can allow MP3 players to be heard through an unused frequency of an FM radio. My goodness!

[Finally, here is a message from Bishop Danylak, now living in Toronto, Canada. (The bishop has recently lost his reading sight, which highlights the value of these CDs for sight-impaired people – our original target audience.)]
I appreciate the research done - in assembling selections for this work from The Poem of the Man-God, and including commentaries from Maria Valtorta’s other writings... For me, I treasure what you have undertaken. This enables me to pursue passages which I can really follow, even though I had read extensively from Maria’s writings.

To Order a Set

The cost per boxed set is $Aust 45.00, plus $A 11.00 to $A 15.00 shipping to anywhere in the world ($A 1.00 equals about $US 0.74 cents). Orders would need to be received by 8th December the Feast of Our Blessed Mother’s Immaculate Conception – for posting out before Christmas. Contact the Readers’ Group at: valtorta@alphalink.com.au
An Updated Catalogue


A new catalogue is sent out with this bulletin. Besides explaining how to order the “Sunday Gospels” and other Readers’ Group items direct from Australia, there is a little “getting started” section – with some “not so expensive” items for potential new Valtorta readers, which might be worth considering as Christmas gifts. These include the new pocket-book “Praying the Rosary…” which has had many extraordinary and positive responses – as the letters in the previous bulletin attest.

(If you are in Canada or the United States, this little Rosary pocket-book can be ordered through the following toll-free number in the U.S.: 1-800-621-8254)

Is That You?

St. Peter is very busy in Heaven, so he leaves a sign by the Pearly Gates: "For Service Ring Bell." Away he goes; he barely gets started when BING! the bell rings. He rushes back to the gates, but no one's there.

St. Peter goes back to work when suddenly BING! the bell rings again. He rushes back to the gates, but no one's there. A little annoyed, he goes back to work.

Suddenly, BING! the bell rings again. St. Peter goes back; again, no one's there. "Okay, that's it," St. Peter says. "I'm going to hide and watch to see what's going on." So St. Peter hides, and a moment later, a little old man walks up and rings the bell.

St. Peter jumps out and yells, "Aha! Are you the guy who keeps ringing the bell?"

"Yes, that's me," the little old man says.

"Well, why do you keep ringing the bell and going away?" St. Peter asks.

"They keep resuscitating me," he replies.

The Poem “Text to Voice” Audio Project

Tim Fromann, from New Jersey, USA, has an audio project underway for the Blind and Visually Impaired. The text of Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of the Man-God is being converted into audio via computer generated voices.  These voices may prove a little difficult for sighted listeners, but are a familiar instrument to the blind and visually impaired.  About ninety percent of Volume One has been completed so far, and is available in MP3 form on four standard CDs, or on one DVD.  It is also available on sixteen 120-minute audio-cassette tapes, or 32 standard CDs.  There is no charge, and donations are not accepted.  It is much easier to provide this in MP3 format. Tim has asked inquirers to please refrain from requesting audio-cassette or standard CDs unless necessary.

For more information, you can contact Tim at: 

ValtortaAudio@hotmail.com
What is Prayer?


(Jesus says:)


"Prayer! Oh, what a good thing prayer is! God has placed it in man's heart, like the need to breathe. Isn't it in fact the breathing of the soul? Without breath, the movement of the blood also ceases, and the body dies. Prayer is what keeps the spirit alive, always maintaining it in the sight of God…."  (Notebooks 1944, p. 476)






   
LETTERS









(From Australia unless stated otherwise)

Reading The Poem to a Blind Friend
I went to Medjugorje the week of the Assumption, August, 1981. I heard Ivanka (one of the visionaries) being asked if the Blessed Mother approved of reading The Poem of the Man-God. I had never heard of it. Ivanka did not hesitate. She said, "Our Lady said that much would be gained by reading it." That was good enough for me.
When I came back, I resumed my spiritual reading program with my blind friend Mark. I read all five volumes to him over the telephone. It was amazing. I flew through the pages. Time vanished. Sometimes, I would read to Mark for 3 hours, but it seemed like half an hour! I knew it was the grace of our Lady and the Holy Spirit… Mark and I found inspiration and consolation from the months of reading together. We used the Ignatian approach, and put ourselves into each scene, along with Maria.

In Tobit, Raphael uses the name Azariah, Hebrew for "God's helping hand."  If Raphael told Maria that his name was Azariah, God's helping hand, he was telling her that he was there to help her.  Maybe that's why she was able to write so much, so quickly, and still retain her own personality and culture.
DEACON JOE BENIN, Annandale, VA, USA.

(I usually avoid reference to other “visionaries”, but questions about the positive connections with Medjugorje and Padre Pio come up so often, that it’s time to break the habit. More about Padre Pio in another issue. – Ed.)
The Valtorta Books
I have been reading The Poem of the Man-God, only staying at the first year of the public life, and I am feeling I am being awakened, by reading this every day.
S.K. LEE, Seoul, South Korea 
Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of the Man-God has captured my heart and spiritual being ever since I read, and re-read, all five volumes several years ago.  There is a bible study group of Laity that I have been meeting with over the last 20-30 years, and I got them to consider looking at The Poem.  We were a mostly Catholic group, and since there was a question of an “Imprimatur” they are all skeptical. Its taken a while to get to this point… I thought of checking out the Internet, and that is how I found you and found out there is a Maria Valtorta Group.
CARMEL DeSCHUTTER, St Clair Chores, MI, USA

(You will have found plenty of positive supporting material about The Poem on the web-site, Carmel – Ed.)
The five volumes of The Poem were purchased for my birthday, almost a year ago. I have enjoyed every word of every page and cannot get enough of The Poem. I got through the first two volumes in no time but have been slow to finish the third, as I recently had a baby so it's been hard to find reading time - given the long tiring days and sleepless nights. Regardless, when I go without reading a chapter - or at least a few pages - each night, my day feels incomplete, and I crave that one-on-one connection with Jesus and our Mother Mary. I still manage to get through the days on just a few hours sleep when I do read The Poem. I thank God for this wonderful gift he has given to me. It has definitely helped to bring me closer to Jesus and Mary as I feel wrapped in Their love every time I read The Poem. I pray that he blesses all the people who have helped make it known to people like myself all around Australia and the world.








  SIZI JURIC, Hillside, Vic.

There are so many wonderful things happening with the reading of The Poem.  I want to share with you about Jean, a member of our group.  She told Fr. Tony - an 80 year old retired priest that comes to her parish 2 or 3 times a week to say Mass in the morning - about The Poem and loaned him Volume One.  He sounded interested, however, he was reading other things at the time… and he did not read it.  It just so happened that we finished reading the 5 volumes and were going to start Volume One again.  Jean asked him for the book and he said he would give it back to her the following week.  He did and he told her that he decided to start reading it before returning it to her. He read 72 pages and was so moved that he called her and ordered the complete set of The Poem and The Blessed Virgin Mary in the Writings of Maria Valtorta. We hope that he comes to our meetings sometime.  
I believe that if all priests read The Poem, their vocations would be transformed.

LUPITA NYPAVER, San Antonio TX, USA.
For a long time now I have known and read Maria Valtorta's works. I truly believe her time has come.  We are at a cross-road now, the world feels different in so many ways. Choices are to be made, and we are to pray for the graces we need to live through these dire times.
CHRISTINA CASTAGNARO, Ancienne-Lorette QC, 

Canada.

I’ve just finished the three Notebooks and The End Times. There is so much knowledge and so many lessons – with the saints and Christian martyrs (Notebooks 1944). Our Lord is the great Teacher of all teachers – I just love Him…





  JUDY MOLLER, Pendle Hill, NSW
I have read these books at least 7 times, and each time I find this reading more interesting, I love the way Jesus talks with Peter, the way He encourages him to improve his behaviour. And John of Endor is an example of Divine Mercy. I just want you to know that these books have changed my life and my point of view of Judas Iscariot. He had all the help, he had all the attention, he had all the tools to be saved, and at the end he didn´t want to be saved.
MARY, “from México”

I have started re-reading The Poem for the fourth time, and I’m enjoying it as much as the first time…

ANGELA PAYNE, Stirling, W.A.
Playing The Poem”
I've been reading Anne Catherine Emmerich's 4-volume "The Life of Jesus Christ."  Mel Gibson used the description of the Passion in her 4th volume for his epic film, "The Passion of the Christ."  His film got me started reading Emmerich's work.  I am finding it packed with a lot of information on both the Old and New Testaments, where things happened, and Jesus' ongoing ministry.  Jesus’ packed ministry just dazzles me. 

However, Maria Valtorta's "Poem" is tops for contemplating the Gospels. I've often spoken of the Gospels being an accordion closed tight, and The Poem as the accordion open full when we can see everything between the frames.
Fr. AL WINSHMAN S.J., Boston MA, U.S.A.
Booklets, Bulletins and Supplements
I have just received information about the Readers’ Group, and as a long time reader (16 years) of The Poem I wish to be put on your mailing list for the group’s 3-monthly bulletins.

I was particularly thrilled to read some of the comments from other readers – especially from Marie Walsh (# 38). It is like my own journey with The Poem - not a day goes by without me picking it up. I used to be an avid reader of all literature, NOT realizing I was looking for “the Truth”. And upon opening my first volume, my “whole self” knew this was “IT”. My search was over, and my journey with Our Lord begun. (Now all other literature, including the great classics, have nothing to give – they are just stories, no more, no less.)




ROS BURNS, Emerald, Qld. 
I feel like shouting 'praise the Lord'! Thank you so much for sending the bulletins! It is so great to know that there are other people that discovered God through Maira Valtorta's revelations!
These books have been my nourishment for years and years! We get to know Jesus and Mary and all of the others mentioned in the Bible, so intimately! There is a closeness then that will never be destroyed in our hearts!

GAETANE CREPEAU, Kenabeek  ON, Canada


I was especially grateful when I received the last bulletin. “A Little Prayer of Surrender” – what a treasure! This beautiful prayer was what I needed most. I say this prayer daily, now… and I thank Jesus and Mary.

LEONE BROWN, Coffs Harbour, NSW.

In my bad English (I am Mexican) I will tell you my thoughts about Bulletin #39. I am a Catholic priest, Salesian, 50 years old. I had contact with the main work of María Valtorta (The Poem) in 1982, when the work had been recently translated and published in Spanish. A holy Salesian priest, Father José Luis González López, a real been recently translated and published in Spanish. A holy Salesian priest, Father José Luis González López, a real saint, talked to me about this work, published in 5 thick volumes at that time in Spanish (after that it was published in 11 volumes, and the latest, a new and wonderful translation, is in 10). I simply went "nuts" with the beauty and incredible depth of the work. I have had very much trouble during my studies (theology) with my professors (in a decent way of course) because of this work, but I am completely sure that it is one of the greatest gifts that God has given to humankind since He came to us a Child to save us. I wish I could write to you in Spanish all of what I wanted to say, I find myself limited in English. But I want everyone to know that we are many priests that love The Poem, and are in the best disposition to defend, no matter what. Lay people need to know that we, priests that love Valtorta’s writings, are not few. I wish we could ask all the priests that believe and receive so many graces and lights through this Gift of God, to lift their voices with braveness to say "Hey!...we are here! Don’t forget we are with you, and we will defend God’s Word in this Private Revelation to María Valtorta at the head of you!" (I hope the idea is correctly expressed).

I have just began reading the booklet “Priests of Jesus”. It is just great. All that treasure together is amazing. And I need it just now that I am at this Spiritual Renovation Course here in Campello (Spain). I am also reading (studying) The Poem, with so much inner peace that I feel I’m already in Heaven. It brings me to prayer all the time. The Poem has made me pray - true praying - more than I have ever prayed before.
I am looking forward to purchase those four “Sunday Gospels” CDs in December, and any other work related to it. Don’t forget us, the priests. We are many, and we are all over the world. We should try a Directory of all of us, and be in contact. Someday, maybe, we could organize a Congress on María Valtorta. 
Fr. JORGE DE JESÚS FUENTES, SDB, Puebla, Mexico.

I loved the compilation “The Veiled Woman”, a good compliment to my favourite which is “The Story of Mary Magdalene”. Also, I introduced the Rosary pocket-book to our little Rosary group today, and it was received with much enthusiasm.



MICHAEL GOAN, Springsure, Qld,
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]







