“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” – Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)
MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP — AUSTRALIA

BULLETIN  NO.  39  —  OVERSEAS (EMAIL) EDITION  —  SEPTEMBER 2005

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group, 11 Best Street, Ringwood, Vic. 3134  AUSTRALIA. Tel/Fax 61 3 9879 7853.  

E-mail:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au   Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au

Dear Readers,


There’s much to say and to pass on in this bulletin, hence its six pages instead of the usual four. I’ll start with a letter from “a kindred spirit”, from Australia…


When I completed reading the five volumes of The Poem, I felt like “the man who found a treasure in the field” - he bought the whole field for sheer joy! And I immediately rang you to order everything that I didn’t already have on your gold sheet.

What joy when I received that box – reading for years to come. More precisely, “living” for years to come.

Then on Friday I rang to order a set of The Poem for another son – this time as their wedding present (as I have ”sold” the family on Maria’s help for us all), and you told me you would send a draft copy of your [Sunday Gospels] MP3 - first disc. I was very excited.

Well! I have just finished listening to last Sunday’s Gospel and the Valtorta reading, and am so overwhelmed by the potential – to prepare for and celebrate more fully in the Spirit... Sometimes we drive quite a distance to Mass, and now we can look forward to some quiet preparation in the car, listening to and meditating upon the Gospel of the day.*

Thank you also for the great, conveniently sized little booklet (plastic cover is tops!): “Praying the Rosary - with Maria Valtorta” – a handbook must for those quiet times (men: keep it in the glove box on those shopping trips!) David, it’s great, please give my personal thanks to your friend Ed Ford!..


The “Pilgrim’s Guide…” is a masterpiece, one that I know I have not yet had the time to fully appreciate… *


I will continue to spread the writings, in a spirit of example more than by word, as I find that this is why the kids have asked me about The Poem – my joy has become contagious…


This letter mentions three Readers’ Group productions. Here are some comments, in reverse order.


With every order of the five volumes of The Poem, a complimentary copy of “A Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God”* is included. Some lovers of The Poem may be unaware of this 188-page guide, now in its third edition, which includes three comprehensive Indexes of themes, people and places; two Scriptural references chapters: “Poem to Scripture”, and “Scripture to Poem”; and a Foreword by Bishop Roman Danylak, now living in Toronto, Canada**. An alternative title could well be “Where is it, in The Poem?” - I recommend it as a “must” for Poem devotees.

“Praying the Rosary - with Maria Valtorta” – highlighted in this bulletin’s previous edition - was a joint effort with my friend Ed Ford from Arizona, U.S.A., and has drawn significant and positive feedback from a fast-growing numbers of users – mostly from the north-eastern and south-western shores of the Pacific (see some of the many responses in the “letters” section of this issue). Ed, a publisher and educationalist in his own right, says that this is the most important project he has ever been involved with.*
*Ed has created a discipline program for schools and in prisons, teaching methods for taking responsibility for personal actions. His ideas for schools can be viewed on his web site: www.responsiblethinking.com  


And now, an update on the “Sunday Gospels – with the Writings of Maria Valtorta”*. As mentioned previously, this project – initially targeted for sight-impaired people but later welcomed by other “sighted” people, including three priests - just “grew and grew” from its first audio-taping sessions some seven years ago. Starting with the first Sunday of Advent in the Church’s liturgy for Year A, my friend Dale would read the Gospel, and I would read what Maria had written – using the “Pilgrim’s Guide…” to locate the relevant passages. In late 2001, after completing Years A, B and C, we had gained so much from this experience, that we decided to do it all again – this time with slightly better recording techniques, and adding further passages from Maria’s other “essential” writings (her Autobiography, her three Notebooks, and The Book of Azariah - Maria’s Guardian Angel).


This year, we “discovered” how the wonderful advances in computer technology now allow us to transfer the 30+ audio tapes to only four CDs, using MP3 (compressed) format – which can be played on all modern computers and on MP3-compatible CD players. The four CDs - totalling about 60 hours playing time, and each containing 50+ separate tracks - cover all the Sunday Gospels for Years A, B and C, with the fourth CD for the Feasts and Solemnities which can be celebrated in place of the normal Sunday liturgy. This last-mentioned CD will include the gospels for Christmas and for Feast days in most English-speaking countries, plus 26 separate tracks for Passion Sunday.


More knowledgeable people than I (about these matters) can certainly find alternative means to listen to these CDs. A complete new-comer to the MP3 scene, I recently purchased a “walkman”-type MP3-compatible CD player (TEAC brand), which included ear-phones and a “car-kit”. I can use this with batteries, connect it to speakers at home, or listen with the aid of a plug-in device through my car’s cassette-player. This cost me less than $Aust 100.00, which I regard as a very good and versatile investment.


[Prior to this bulletin going to print, Bishop Danylak (who is himself sight-impaired at the present time) was sent an advance copy of the CD for Year A. With the help of an Australian member who just “happened” to be in Toronto (and who purchased an MP3-compatible CD player for him), he was able to listen to some of these tracks. He passes on to us his great and sincere appreciation and thanks, for making the CD available.]

Dale and I have about one more taping session to go, and God willing, a “presentation-boxed” 4-CD set will be available by early December. I have no idea of how many copies to make, so I would greatly appreciate expressions of interest (ASAP). The cost will be about $Aust 45.00, and will include a booklet listing the individual CD and track numbers, the gospel chapter/verse numbers and themes, source details from The Poem etc. and track times. Prior orders will be accepted and welcome.

* During a recent recording session, the following words came to one of us, from “somewhere”:

The “Pilgrim’s Guide” and the “Sunday Gospels” are in the Rhythm of My Church”.

** In 1998, Bishop Danylak gave his Imprimatur for Maria Valtorta’s spiritual writings in the original Italian, and in English translations to that time.


 (Finally, here is a Message received from a not-so-mobile member who can’t always get to Sunday Mass…)

To Maria Valtorta Readers

May I encourage your interest and support for this project. I have been fortunate to have received all the cassette tapes containing the Sunday Gospels for Years A, B and C - followed by Maria Valtorta’s commentary on these passages. I have found them a great means of preparation and reflection for the Sunday liturgy, and invaluable when unable to get to Holy Mass.


This new enterprise will have the added advantage for storage and for library convenience, which will be a great space-saver, and a far better means of preserving these works for the future. In such a library, to have all the gospels for the 3-year cycle, and all the writings concerning these gospels from the various works of Maria Valtorta, will indeed be a great gift for years to come. Thank you…


May God bless and keep you all,


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor.

A Little Prayer of Surrender

To let the Lord focus His loving providence on life’s dark moments, try this simple prayer of surrender, from “Coping with Life’s Dark Moments”, by Rev. John M. Hampsch, C.M.F.:
Lord, you’ve got the whole world in Your hands. And now, Lord, You’ve got my problems in Your hands - my seemingly insoluble problems that I have been worrying about incessantly.

They look like big problems to me, Lord, but nothing’s too big for You. If you can keep the earth spinning, and keep the galaxies in place; if You can supervise all creation, I guess You can manage my problems.

My task is to refrain from worrying now; I’ve just got to trust You; believe You; love You. Help me to let go - to surrender to your loving providence in my life.

Don’t let me interfere with Your solution to what were once my problems. They’re Yours now, Lord - these unique special problems. Take them, please, and solve them in Your own way and in Your own time. Thank You Lord. Amen.

Some Help Please?


More than 98% of all the gospel passages relating to the lives of Jesus and Mary have been identified in the “Pilgrim’s Guide”, as having been actually “witnessed” by Maria Valtorta in The Poem. John van Staak (an enthusiastic researcher) is searching for first-hand accounts of Mt.14:34-6 and Mk. 6:53-6 in the Poem. Can anybody help?

Coping with Opposition to The Poem

(The following message, expressing concern at opposition to Maria Valtorta’s writings from within the Church, has been sent in by Hugh Kelly, from Cary NC, U.S.A.)

Over time, reflecting on this subject, my opinion has changed from outrage, to frustration, to disappointment and finally to acceptance. Ironically, I have the lessons found in The Poem, to thank for this conversion of emotion.


Our Lord speaks many times in The Poem of how this work dictated to Valtorta will be received. He tells us in the Poem that this treasure is for the poor souls. The rich in spirit already have their treasure. He goes on to state that many so-called “doctors” and “teachers” will reject this work, searching for faults.


For the longest time, like the Apostles choosing not to listen to the Master’s tireless predictions relating to His Passion, I did not choose to hear the words of the Master’s prediction relating to His Poem.


The Apostles, upon hearing in the Master’s Voice the words of Eternal Life, could not imagine that the faithful Israelites, listening to the very same words… would end up rejecting the Voice… even though He repeatedly said so. Out of excess love for the Master, they wished for Him to be accepted by all.


Likewise we, upon hearing the Master’s Voice speak Words of Eternal Life in the Poem, can’t imagine the faithful Catholics rejecting the very same Voice… even though He repeatedly said so. And once again, out of excess love, we wish for Him be accepted by all in His Poem.


[One day] it dawned on me the silliness of my endeavor… I understood at that moment [that one could find] peace in accepting the fact that many of the faithful: have in the past, have now, and will have in the future - rejected the Voice of Eternal Life found in The Poem. Jesus had said so in The Poem, and He never lies. 

I empathize with frustration in discovering negative - if not scandalous - comments about something that we know to be a rare pearl, lovingly offered to us by God. How is it possible that this gem, revealing so much light to us, can be tarnished by others? It can be frustrating indeed. To quote Bishop Danylak: “It makes my blood boil.”* But, imitating Maria’s life, we overcome our frustration, plant seeds and leave it to the Father to provide the rain.


Maria obediently accepted this gift from Our Lord, understanding the difficulties she would face. So too we must accept this gift of The Poem, understanding the difficulties we face. [It gives] some comfort to recall the fact that the women disciples in The Poem far exceeded the men in obedience, and more than once offered a sincere reproach to the men for being quarrelsome. 

So we will pray for these men, these Ministers of Christ in our own time… that they might also hear within their souls the kind reproach of their sister disciple Maria, to stop being quarrelsome, and to open their hearts to receive the Word contained in The Poem. Our Lord tells us that “the hardest task is to be good”. Indeed it seems to be a harder task for us poor men.

* Ask for copy of Bishop Danylak’s letter to the American Catholic television station, EWTN.
A Message to Pope Benedict XVI


I hope people who have been granted the gift of discovering The Poem would send email-petitions to our Pope, to have the Vatican seriously revisit and evaluate it. I believe that the Vatican will act anew if the Pope would received countless emails promoting The Poem.

The Vatican need to realise how a simple woman as Maria Valtorta could not possibly have written herself such a detailed and wonderful gift as The Poem. 

If, for the sake of argument, The Poem was authored by Maria Valtorta herself, and solely a product of her imagination and intellect, then she could be conferred with a Doctor of Theology, "honoris causa".

ROMY LENON, Perth, W.A.

--------


Your Holiness Pope Benedict XVI

Re: The Poem of the Man-God

The intense wish of Maria Valtorta, who disclaimed any personal authorship of The Poem of the Man-God other than that she was called to be an amanuensis or recording secretary - claiming that the writings were a gift from the Lord - was that the Church should approve this work. 

Hoping and praying that Your Holiness shall form a committee to extensively review this work.


If indeed, it is a gift from Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Catholic Church should, at the very least, officially recognise the gift and receive it to "feed His Sheep".

Thank you very much for this opportunity of being able to greet Your Holiness by email.

Love with a Rosary Prayer for You,
The email address of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI is

< benedictxvi@vatican.va >

What Love Isn’t, and What It Is
(My friend Ed Ford, from Scottsdale AZ U.S.A., writes: “I found the attached during my reading of The Poem several days ago, and can't get it out of my mind. How powerful it is!”:) 
“My doctrine is perfection. It is refinement of feelings and judgment. It is truth without metaphors and paraphrases. And I tell you that aversion, detachment, and indifferences are already hatred. Simply because they are not love. Hatred is the opposite of love. Can you find another name for aversion? For being detached from a being? For indifference? He who loves has a liking for the person loved. So if he dislikes him, he no longer loves him. He who loves, even if he is separated materially from the person he loves, continues to be near him with his spirit. So if one is detached with one’s spirit from the other, one no longer loves the other. He who loves is never indifferent towards the person he loves, on the contrary he is interested in everything concerning that person. So if one is indifferent towards another, it means that one does not love the other. You can thus see that those three attitudes are branches of one plant: hatred. Now what happens when we are offended by one whom we love? In ninety per cent of cases, if hatred does not arise, aversion, detachment, or indifference will result. No. Do not do that. Do not freeze your hearts by means of those three forms of hatred. Love.”  (The Poem - Vol. 3, pp. 18-19)





   
LETTERS









(From Australia unless stated otherwise)

The Valtorta Books
I have been reading The Poem of the Man-God and am up to Volume 4, just loving being in Jesus’ School.

I recently recommended it to a friend … [She] is excited about receiving her books, and so am I, for her.  I told her I felt like a little pre-schooler taking her friend by the hand to meet our Loving Teacher who will tell us all about Himself. (I have been talking to her about the writings for months now, so am so happy she has decided to buy them).
MARY ELAINE PARTRIDGE, Clear Island Waters, Qld.

It was in the early 90s that I first heard of The Poem of the Man-God, and after reading Volume 1 - which I could not put down - I knew I had to have all 5 Volumes. These books have changed my life. I say to people, if you really want to fall in love with Jesus and Mary, then you must read "Poem of the Man-God". My late husband read all 5 volumes before he died of cancer in 1993. He found them very rewarding and a great comfort. I have lent these books out to many friends, and some now own their own volumes which they now lend out. After reading Notebooks 1944 I have come to appreciate Maria's great suffering and generosity in bringing to us this momentous work for the salvation of souls, so dear to Jesus, our beloved Saviour. I will pray for Maria's Beatification.
ANNE GROGAN, New Zealand.

I would probably have a hundred or more books in my collection about different mystics, saints, theology etc., but Maria Valtorta’s books far outshine any of the others - in the knowledge of Jesus and His teachings.


They are so interesting. While I am reading The Poem, I can become completely unaware of my surroundings, and I am with Him in all He does…

DARRELL PARMETER, New Lambton, NSW.

Thanks once again for the bulletin.  It’s the first thing I opened when I received my mail.  It’s a lovely way to keep in touch with your and other readers views.


I am now finishing my second reading of the 5 volumes of The Poem. and will be recommencing on Volume 1 again next week.  My husband is also reading them.  We have found them to have had a profound influence on our lives (both in thought and action).


I was an avid novel reader consuming books by the boat load.  Since reading my first volume of The Poem I have not read one novel.  Nothing appeals to me more than my bedtime readings of Maria’s works.
JOY RYALL, Hendra, Qld.

I was indirectly introduced to The Poem of The Man-God at a Catenians meeting in the early 90s. Later, when enquiring about making a pilgrimage to Medugorje, The Poem was recommended to me. I must have mentioned it to my wife Margaret, as she gave me Volume 5 as a 60th birthday present. Without doubt the best, most influential present I have ever received.

Since then of course I have purchased the other four volumes of The Poem and all of the other Valtorta books. I have recommended her writings to dozens of people, but with no apparent success (with one notable exception). When one knows with certainty what a treasure these volumes are, then keeping quiet about them is not an option.
DON DAVIDSON, Glen Waverley, Vic.


I have a particular fondness for the writings of mystical theology, and one particular fondness since the early 80's has been for my friend, Maria Valtorta. I feel she is like a special sister to me. When I read her Autobiography, I fell in love with this special woman. What a jewel…


[While reading The Poem], I have this experience of bursting into tears. Sometimes tears of joy, sometimes of sorrow. Most people would think I'm nuts - as a mere line, a mere sentence, can have me halted for an unpredictable period ... It takes me to many places in reflection, prayer, wondering.... [It is] all a grace of this priceless work, for sure. It is wholesome, and a gift, to hear another person knowing what this is...

JANICE CUMMINGS, Buckner MO, U.S.A.


The Poem has inspired me so much, that I have helped many people read it. I find in so easy to read, I can see Jesus, talk to Him, walk with Him, be sad with Him, and laugh with Him. O what a good book !

JOANIA MANDEVILLE, Milton, Qld.
Not a Catholic, I am nevertheless convinced that María Valtorta's Poem of the Man-God is providential, a gift of infinite proportions for the human heart.

MIMI KINTNER, Santiago, Chile 

FEEDBACK ON “PRAYING THE ROSARY” 

(There’s been a flood of emails and letters about this little pocket-book Rosary. Here are just some of them.)

From Australia

The excerpts in the recent Supplement, taken from the new pocket-book “Praying the Rosary” are just perfect for our family at night. They are brief, but so full at the same time - and will appeal to 18-year-olds and 9-year-olds alike, maybe even to my 6-months-old.

BRIGID VAN DER MOEZEL, W.A.

Many thanks for the booklet. I'm currently looking through it, and so far it looks really good.  I particularly like the four colour pictures of the four mysteries.  It's small enough to carry to adoration, or even just on public transport - as I often say the rosary when I'm travelling on the train to the city.





  CARMEL TANNA, NSW
I could not be more grateful for your most extraordinary and wonderful little blue booklet, “Praying the Rosary”, while not forgetting the regular issues of the Bulletin. I could not think of anything more useful and helpful… Now at 83, I am in a place of retirement [after many years in Papua New Guinea].








   BRO. FABER, QLD
Many thanks for the “Praying the Rosary” pocket-book. It is beautifully designed, printed and illustrated. Being a fervent Rosary pray-er, I shall use it frequently…

SHANE MOORE, Qld.

Thank you for the Valtorta Rosary booklet, and congratulations on its very fine production. I am amazed at the speed at which it has been printed. It gives the date of the interment of Pope John Paul II [8th April 2005] - and it arrived on Fatima Day 13th May.

I like the way the Hail Maries are interspersed with a few lines of Maria’s writings. This morning I read and prayed the Pentecost mysteries.

BRO. JAMES A. McGLADE, NSW.

(Brother Jim, now 90 years young, taught me English in 1948-9. I wonder if he might take another look at my marks for that subject - Ed.)

I am delighted with the insights the Rosary booklet gives me, as I pray the Rosary with this guide. I was praying with a Protestant friend the other day, and it just seemed to address his particular concerns as we read the Luminous mysteries. The booklet itself is convenient to carry in my handbag, as it has such a durable cover and is just the right size to slip in. Gone are the days of reading old magazines in waiting rooms, when I have a treasure like this in my handbag.






    SHARON McCOURT, Qld.

We found the "Praying the Rosary" booklet very beautiful.  I would like to order one more copy of the booklet for my mother, who is enjoying all the books.

You may be interested to know that we are Protestants (Pentecostals) who have been immensely blessed by the treasures of Maria Valtorta's writings…  May the Lord use Maria's writings to bring about the unity of all Christians which He so desires.



    MARTIN KOSHY, W.A.
Thank you for the meditated rosary book you sent – my daughter grabbed it and says its too good to give back to me!!!









 TIM HAMILTON, VIC
Could you send me two pocket-book Rosaries please.  All who saw them want one.
  MARGARET JAMES, NSW
From Other Countries

Thank you for the latest inspiring Bulletin and also for your new little work of Love, "Praying the Rosary". A Blessed Pentecost to you and all the Reader's Group! 

BR. CHRYS CASTEL, Kentucky USA


(Br. Chrys has just translated a passage from the dictations by the Holy Spirit on verses in Romans Chapter 4 – putting to rest the myth that only Catholics can enter Heaven. I’ll save it for the next bulletin. See his excellent web-site: http://www.bardstown.com/~brchrys )
It is a marvellous book for praying the Rosary.  I see that the passages are abridged from the Readers' Group's "Gospel Meditated Rosary."  I think that this was done well, as this format will make it more regularly used.
FR. AL WINSHMAN, Boston, USA
I just wanted you and Ed to know how beautiful I think the "Praying the Rosary" pocket-sized book is!  It is so well done.  I love the size, the quality of the cover, the paper - as it will resist wear and tear of continual daily handling. And the ribbon marker is the icing on the cake.  Now spiritually, it is phenomenal.  I used mine last evening and this morning and all I can say is that it has the quality spiritually to erase all time and space. It places one right there with Jesus and Mary, in their time and in their day, and unites our hearts and souls with them. Praying the Rosary will never be the same again, and will be a magnificent journey with each Hail Mary and decade, and with each mystery!...

I ordered three but will now order several more for family members and friends! 
PAULINE NICHOLS, Vermont USA
I wish to thank you for the booklet you sent me on the Rosary! It is already in use. I keep you all in my prayers.

FR. LUYEMBE SOSSY,SJ, Tanzania
Ever so many thanks for this new Rosary booklet. I hope it is already selling well. The design and choice of easily legible print is good for people trying to pray in chapels and homes where lighting is not perfect.  I will try to get the lady who buys books for our parish bookstall to order some. It will surely be a bestseller, and other parishes will in time hear about it. .Best wishes and thanks. 

FR. TOM O'NEILL, S.J., Singapore
The Rosary pocket-booklets are very good and well produced.  I have been given other booklets and pages to meditate on - but they don't come anywhere near this booklet…





  LOUISE DOWMAN, New Zealand
Thanks for the beautiful  'Praying the Rosary' booklet. It is indeed a pocket book but contains treasure. It is a summary of the summary of the Valtorta work! This book is so attractive and it is a good tool to promote Valtorta books because it is easy to read before one is introduced to The Poem etc. With prayers for you and the entire Valtorta group.




   SR. CHRISTINE KABUMBU, Zambia
The Rosary pocket-book is very special indeed.  It is a profound experience when I can sit down for a while with its meditations.




 ADÈLE PLAMONDON, Canada
Readers in U.S.A. and Canada: please note that “Praying the Rosary” can be purchased at a cost of $US 8.00 from King’s House Religious Supplies, 7109 Second St. Scottsdale, Arizona 85251 Phone 480 947-9205 Fax 480 947-1299 Toll Free Number 1-800-621-8254. Readers from other countries can purchase direct from Australia - see contact details on page 1.
The Rose Petal with the Face of Jesus
Thank you so much for sending me the most glorious photo of the rose petal. When I looked at it and read about the scourging, I just cried. The tears streamed down my face. What have we done to our beautiful Lord, what sufferings had he to go through for us, and what sinners we still are. I praise and thank the Lord that we may become worthy of Him.


   ANNE-MARIE BAKER, Doveton, Vic.

Bulletins and Supplements

The last bulletin was brilliant - it came right on Fatima Day and in time for Pentecost! God bless you and your band of supporters.

 SUE CLARK, Stanwell Park, NSW.


(I’ll pass that message on to Maria Valtorta and her friends upstairs - Ed.)

Thanks for Bulletin No 38.  The one thing in particular that I've noticed is that your Readers' Group is certainly becoming global.  Emails in just this particular bulletin have come from Zambia, a handful from the USA, South Africa, New Zealand, Spain & Colombia. It must be a wonderful feeling to see Maria's work spreading all over the globe. And l really liked "A Moment of Truth". After reading it, it certainly makes me think...
CARMEL TANNA, Homebush, NSW

Well done with the May bulletin The Rosary meditations are prayerful, simple and very beautiful.
AILEEN AIKEN, Ardee, Co. Louth, Ireland.

The beautiful prayer to the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus (in Bulletin # 35’s Supplement) - with a Hail Mary at the end of each reading - still takes first place in my Holy Hour on Thursdays. This day of prayer before the Eucharistic Jesus was organised by [a mutual friend]…

CONNIE ROPER, Maroochydore, Qld.


Please don’t stop sending me the bulletins while ever you are still able to… Many thanks for Bulletin # 38…

GERALD HERDEN, Gunnedah, NSW.

 “A Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God”

Dear Readers' Group,

 
What a superlative  & gorgeous effort, truly a work of love - superbly organized, condensed, edited, inspired dedication. I appreciated the Foreword, the cover, the spiral binding, the protective plastic, the explanations for approaching each section, the brilliant & considered use of abbreviations - and the map! Soooo needed! 

So well laid out, concise, yet every index & cross-referencing section indispensibly incorporated. YEARS of effort, prayer, love, thought. 

My Poem is in Spanish, probably Castillian, and glorious. But I know of nothing comparable, even commenced, like your Pilgrim's Guide, to accompany it.  With English my native language, Spanish a close second, I am doing a lot of mental translation, all proper names, geographical. However, your Pilgrim's Guide is A Gift! 

My deepest gratitude & loud, loud congratulations!

PHILIP HOLZMANN, Santiago, Chile
 (Many thanks Philip for your feedback. Think about a “translation” of the “Pilgrim’s Guide” into Spanish – Ed.)
Booklets and Audios

I have loaned out my little book on “Marriage and Family Life…” to so many people, and have some requests for it. Isn't that wonderful? So could you please send me 8 more copies.





   ELAINA LEWIS, Manly, NSW.


Joe Purcell just turned 80, and his sight is poor - his biggest sadness is not being able to read The Poem anymore. He does have audio tapes however. He was the one who changed my life by introducing me to “Maria”.

SHANE MOORE, Ashgrove, Qld.
I have been listening to, and praying, the Valtorta [Gospel Meditated] Rosary for years now. I continue to gain a great deal from it, and I can only imagine how Our Blessed Mother feels.

I have only one complaint about the Rosaries. They leave me up in the air as regards the story. As has to be done, otherwise one would have to read the whole book (which is a good point).

HANK FACER, Auburn, NSW

It is great to be able to pray the Rosary again while driving. I really missed the CDs in the week I did not have them.






 ANGELA PAYNE, Stirling, W.A.


Thank you for the little book on Aglae (“The Veiled Woman”). I read it the first night.

JOHNNY CANTARELLA, Wishart, Qld.


I was very enriched by the booklet on Aglae. Even though I have read The Poem, it is nice to have her whole story together in a booklet.

Though I am a man, I find much value in this booklet - in the sense of making me aware of how selfish sexual desires can be, when not motivated by love. In particular, I see the situation from the other side, as it were. Too many women are not aware that by exposing their flesh more and more today, they are not attracting men's love, but in fact man's terrible lust. The story displays another important point that I have come to realise concerning this, mainly that women are enticed by a man's words and what they hear, False flattery also can be used as a weapon by men to get what they want. I believe this is why woman are not aware of these subtle differences between men and women which need respecting.

I worked for many, many years in an environment where I saw this kind of exploitation happen over and over again. I still have nightmares about these things, and I suffer with the memory. How I also long for my childhood innocence, to be free of the consequences of having tasted the apple that Eve offered.

The Bible obviously tells us, with good reason, that women should dress modestly. I have come to know that sexual desires are aroused for men through their eyes, and Satan launches many attacks against men's eyes today, with what is all around us.

I myself have come to know well the allures of sensual corruption in my past, and I also remember well what it means to be innocent and without selfishness in such things. There is an abyss between the two.

I also know that once the sensual fruit has been tasted, it leaves a poison in the flesh, ready to consume with passion the man who has tasted it before. Only through reading the Bible and turning towards God, are such things subdued. Through His grace, such desires are kept under control. And to the one who possess the spirit of God, all desires are motivated by love as - St. Paul says clearly.

It was truly humbling reading Aglae’s story. I felt the love of a sister towards her throughout. I can only imagine how perfect all men's desires were, when Adam and Eve were first created.







  (NAME WITHHELD)
A Little Bookmark

Over the years I've been a member of the 'Readers’ Group', I have gained such wonderful insights into the lives of Jesus and Mary.  The wonderful flowing language - which we can all understand - is teaching us to be humble, like Him.  I feel so humble that Jesus remembered us in that loving passage on the bookmark "What Greater Love?"  (Jesus says - to those who have been saved through His Sacrifice): "During the cruel tortures etc. etc. - who deserve the sacrifice of a God". (Volume 5, pp 543-4).   I feel goose-bumps and tears, and never feel alone, and feel so special!  Wonderful passages on that bookmark… to read and absorb…

I think it would be a good idea if all Valtorta Readers prayed a Novena in October for the beatification of Maria - so please David, give us a reminder!   
LOUISE DOWMAN, Mangaweka, New Zealand.

A Story of Love

At the Seattle Special Olympics, nine contestants, all physically  or  mentally disabled, assembled at the starting line for the 100-yard dash. 

At the gun, they all started out, not exactly in a dash, but with a relish to run the race to the finish and win.  All, that is, except one little boy who stumbled on the asphalt, tumbled over a couple of times, and began to cry. 

The other eight heard the boy cry. They slowed down and looked  back. Then they all turned around and went back - every one of them. One girl with Down's Syndrome bent down and kissed him and said, "This will make it better."

Then all nine linked arms and walked together to the finish line.  

Everyone in the stadium stood, the cheering went on  for several minutes. People who were there are still telling the story…

"A candle loses nothing by lighting another candle".

(Sent in by) CATHERINE LOFT, Glen Iris, VIC.
†   R I P   †
Please pray for the souls of

Basil Rice, husband of Sue, from “Wyoming”

near Guyra, NSW, who died on 7th September 2004 

(the vigil of Our Blessed Mother’s birthday);

Paul Melvaine, formerly of Ivanhoe, Vic.,

who died on 7th January 2005;

Aileen Cochrane, of Lockleys, S.A.,

who died on 21st May 2005 (see letter below); and

Celine Ryan, a foundation member of the Readers’ Group from Stokes Valley in Lower Hutt,

New Zealand, who died on 27th May 2005.


Aileen Cochrane (above) promoted, read and constantly quoted the writings of Maria Valtorta. I believe these books brought so much into her life, and I watched her relationship with Jesus grow and become a deeply personal and joyful one. Aileen's suffering was great at times, but this relationship through the writings of Maria outweighed this…


I was shocked at the suddenness of her death, [but] felt a sense of joy, knowing that Aileen would have been taken to heaven to be with her beloved friend Jesus... The writings of Maria enhanced our friendship, and they brought us together many times to discuss and read and share their special moments...

I know Aileen would like you to know how much these writings meant to her, and how grateful she was… that Maria had been brought into the lives of many people.  Perhaps you might ask all the Valtorta Readers to remember Aileen in their prayers, and I guess she will be a real advocate for us all in heaven now, with Maria.
MARIE CHEERS, Somerton Park, S.A.

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]

