“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” – Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)


																																				





MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP — AUSTRALIA


BULLETIN  NO.  38  —  OVERSEAS (EMAIL) EDITION  —  13TH MAY 2005


																																				





Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group, 11 Best Street, Ringwood, Vic. 3134  AUSTRALIA. Tel/Fax 61 3 9879 7853.  


E-mail:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au   Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au





�
	Dear Readers,


A “Pocket-Book” Rosary


You may notice that this issue of the Bulletin has arrived a little early, and is dated 13th May 2005. The reason is to announce a new Readers’ Group pocket-book “Praying the Rosary - with the Writings of Maria Valtorta”, available on this special day, which is the anniversary of Our Lady’s first apparition at Fatima in 1917. 


	Work began on this little booklet - which is an abridgement of passages from the Readers’ Group’s “Gospel Meditated Rosary” - after much prompting from my good friend Ed Ford, from the U.S.A. I’d been resisting for a long time, saying there are “Scriptural Rosaries” available with just a line of Scripture after each Hail Mary, so why try to compete with these? Well, I started on the Joyful Mysteries, and there was no turning back.


	As Ed and I worked together (both through the Internet and by telephone), we began to develop a sense of what was essential for spiritual growth, and what was non-essential information. We were praying daily the very Rosary we were in the process of creating. Ed would come up with something that had occurred to him as he had prayed the full draft of this Rosary that morning in front of the Blessed Sacrament. I would be working on the same, on the computer. We'd discuss something that didn't sound right or was missing. We would ask if it was really essential, or did this thought or event need to be expanded. The criteria for our judgement were always, "Does this build our love for Christ and His Mother; and will this help us grow in our faith and develop a stronger sense of what the Love that Christ taught was all about?" We both believe that the creation of this Rosary is a gift of the Holy Spirit, for us all.


	The accompanying “flyer” contains feedback from people to whom we’d e-mailed early drafts of the third and fourth Sorrowful Mysteries. There has been quite a rush to have the booklet printed for this date, so very little time to assess any response. Nonetheless, here is some feedback from Catherine Loft, a Melbourne member, who received an “advance” copy a few days ago:


	“What a beautiful journey [Maria has] taken me on, while I prayed the Rosary. It was so beautiful, so vivid, and it was so easy to meditate fully and not to stray. I have always respected the importance of praying the rosary… If this is the feeling that Our Blessed Mother has been trying to tell us, then you have succeeded in bringing this love to me. I’m sure that even after my first reading of the passages chosen, that I will get more and more from them as I pray the Rosary daily - just as you do when you read The Poem for the second or third time…


	“[The Mysteries] were all so beautiful, I was lost for words. [May there be many] spiritual rewards, for working with Our Lady on this project.”


	This 64-page “Praying the Rosary” contains a declaration from Bishop Roman Danylak, who says:


	“I welcome and commend this new pocket-book publication of Rosary meditations, selected from the Gospels and from the writings of Maria Valtorta, and dedicated to Mary, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, and to the memory of our Holy Father Pope John Paul II.


	Toronto, Canada, 8th April, 2005.”


	(The date of Interment of Pope John Paul II).


	The booklet can be purchased from the Readers’ Group in Australia, at a cost of $Aust 9.00.


	It can also be purchased in the U.S. and Canada, at a cost of $US 8.00, from:


King’s House Religious Supplies,7109 Second St.


Scottsdale, Arizona 85251 Phone 480 947-9205


Fax 480 947-1299 Toll Free Number 1-800-621-8254





	(Just before Christmas 1943, Mary says:) "Maria, I had thought of finishing, after Christmas, this illustration of the mysteries of the holy Rosary. The mystical necklace is complete. I give it to you for the birthday of my Son. Be good and love me. I am with you."


	(Fifth Glorious Mystery - Notebooks 1943, p. 589)





Thank you Mary Devon


	This is to advise, with some sadness, that Mary Devon, who has been acting as “agent” for the Readers’ Group in North America for the past two years, has decided that she cannot continue in this role. Mary says:


	“I will continue to pray for the success of The Poem, and will continue to promote it as I can.”


	Thank you Mary, for all that you’ve done.


	


What could the Apostles


have done - without Pentecost?


	The timing of this issue is significant for another reason - Sunday 15th May being Pentecost Sunday. This bulletin’s supplement includes the full transcript of the Third Glorious Mystery - from “Praying the Rosary”. You are invited to pray this Mystery, with a special intention: that Maria Valtorta’s writings may become more widely known and accepted as authentic Private Revelation, especially during these troubling times. Azariah, Maria’s Guardian Angel, says:


"After the darkness comes the light. Always. In the creation of the world. In the birth of the day after the night. In the succession of epochs and eras…


"Light seems to grow dark and Death come. Corruption spreads and overflows with its burdensome waves. Fear not. It's what's needed: to rouse the drowsy, and make them desirous of voices from on high. Struggle is useful to keep the athlete strong. The nausea of corruption prompts the desire for what is pure. Darkness spurs people to seek the light. Materialism - when pushed to fearful limits - generates a stimulus towards spirituality.


"Humanity - seized like a ball by Satan because it had fallen asleep in the mist of epochs without religious struggles, and flung into the mire with scorn… - will rebound towards the heights. The era of the spirit will come, after this time of materialism. The era of the Light will return after the current obscurity. The era of Life will succeed the almost mortal agony. The era of God will arise to be a force in the final struggle. And the era of God will reign over that of Satan.


"On your feet, 0 Christians, in the fullness of your charity: for God, for the Church, for your neighbour, for yourselves. God the Father sent you his Son - and your Brother - through the Mother, so that He would be your Master and Redeemer and you would be children of God. And since you are children, God has infused the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, and through you, He cries out, 'Abba! Father!'


"Man - even the most perfect man - would never be able to pray with that loving violence which obtains miracles, all miracles. And so it is, then, that the Spirit of God prays in you, and through you, to obtain: what is useful and necessary for you; and what, as holy, is suitable for sanctifying you. It is always the Spirit of God - enclosed in the hearts of the faithful - that asks and cries out with ineffable moans: 'Abba! Father!'


"And He says it through you. What, then, are you afraid of: if you can call God 'Father'?; if the Spirit of God Himself says it through you, thus confessing that you may call yourselves children of the Father, children of God?; and if the Spirit Himself - whom God loves infinitely, for He is God - prays and calls out through you?


	“Courage, then, and do not be afraid of the things that pass…”  (The Book of Azariah, pp. 304-5)





	And then the Light, the Fire, the Holy Spirit enters, with a melodious loud noise, in the form of a very shining burning globe, hovering above Mary's head. And Mary, upon seeing the Fire Paraclete, raises Her arms to invoke Him, and throws Her head back with a cry of joy, and a smile of boundless love…


	(Third Glorious Mystery - The Poem Vol. 1, pp. 883-4)





The “Sunday Gospels” Audio Project


	(In previous issues, mention was made of a project whereby Maria Valtorta’s witnessing - of all the Sunday Gospels of the Liturgical Years A, B and C - have been recorded and are being assembled and compressed to MP3 format for reproduction. The transcripts for these recordings would match, in size, the equivalent of one of the five volumes of The Poem of the Man-God. God willing, this project should be completed before Christmas, and more details will be available in the September bulletin. Below is a letter from Veronica and Terence Walsh, of Bensville NSW, who have been receiving the 30 or more audio tapes since 2002.).


	“…Now we have the complete set of Maria Valtorta’s [Sunday Gospel] tapes, covering years A, B and C. We feel so rich and blessed. I was unable to listen to the tapes… due to my cassette player being broken. It is now fixed, so back to listening again while driving…”





The Veiled Woman


	(A few weeks ago, the following email was received from Ana Sotomonte, in Columbia, South America:)


	”In one of the poorer neighborhoods of Bogotá, there is a group of youth people that evangelizes prostitutes. I’m not part of the group, but sometimes I join them. Once a month, late in the night, they deliver a warm drink to a lot of prostitutes.  But the time for speaking is so short, that I've been thinking of making a transcription of  the conversion of  “Aglae”  from The Poem of the Man-God.  It would be a few pages, but in the form of a small book, so the prostitutes could hide it…  As you know, the amazing speeches of Jesus would be the life for them.  What do you think?”


	This prompted the idea of compiling Aglae’s story - perhaps as a supplement for this bulletin. This I did, and I sent a copy to Ana, which may help her choose the passages for her Spanish booklet. But it is such a powerful story - particularly where Aglae goes to seek solace from Mary - that there was no way that it could be reduced to supplement size. So it is now a new 29-page booklet entitled “The Veiled Woman”. Its cost: $Aust 2.50.





May God bless and keep you all,


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor.


										





A Moment of Truth


	It’s Saturday afternoon. A man dies, and finds himself in a long tunnel with the brightest light he has ever seen at the end.


	He sees Jesus waiting for him. And Jesus asks him: “What were you doing just now?”


	“I was watching the football, and I felt this pain in my chest.”


	“And what had you planned for tomorrow?”


	“Well, I was going to go to Mass, then do my weekly shopping, and then come home and we were going to have a barbecue.”


	“And what was coming up in the next few weeks?”


	“Well, I was going to look for a new car…”


	The man stops. Then he says: “Look, I go to Mass nearly every weekend. That should get me into Heaven, shouldn’t it?”


	Jesus says: “I am the Bridge, and I really don’t know you.” 


	The man gasps, and Jesus continues: “How often do you think of me?”


	There is a pause, and Jesus continues: “But I’ll tell you what. The ambulance has just arrived, and if you like, you can go back. But remember this. From now on, whenever you think of me, I’ll think of you. I want to know you better. I thirst for you.”


---------


	There is a Chapel in the Convent of the Missionaries of Charity - Mother Teresa’s Order - in Darwin, Australia. Alongside the Tabernacle there is a little sign: “I thirst”.


	Sure, Jesus was dying of thirst - but a greatest thirst was His thirst for souls. For souls like you and me.


	(Anon.)





†   R I P   †


Please pray for the souls of


Ellen Veronica Smith, mother of Kate Smith


and Lynne Podgorczyk of Alstonville NSW,


who died on 27th December 2004;


Julian Broersen, son of Marlene, of Monbulk N.S.W.,


who died on 8th March 2005, aged 28 years; 


Father Frank Maher S.J., of Hampton Vic.,


a great Marian priest, co-producer or the Reader’s Group’s Mary Magdalene booklet, and for 33 years


editor of the Sacred Heart and Two Hearts magazines,


who died on 20th March 2005, aged 87 years; and


Monica Flanagan, of Toronto, Canada,


who died on 24th April 2005.


																	


					   	LETTERS								


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





The Valtorta Books


	My daughter, who has come back to the church after 20 years, is now reading The Poem and is well into Volume 3 - just can’t put it down. Her faith is now so strong since her return. Praise the Lord, for He is good!


(Anon. - NSW.)





	Thanks for the Bulletin, it came at the same time as the parcel with the books. What a joy [this has] brought into my life…


	Oh, when I saw my letter in the Bulletin, I was so overwhelmed. It really shows I indeed belong to “the group”!... I can’t wait to show the bulletin and books to my friends.	I pray that my sight will not fail me, so that I can read the treasures of Maria Valtorta to the end of my life! Let us pray for each other, so that with so much knowledge of Jesus etc. we may not miss Heaven - we have what we need for heaven!! God bless…


SR. CHRISTINE KABUMBU, Zambia





	I am really enjoying reading Fire Within. I try to read a bit every day, and always find a passage that I want to share with someone. One of my friends can’t wait for me to finish, so he can get his hands on it…


	Do you know that except for my gardening magazine, I don’t read any other books except Maria’s!!


ANGELA PAYNE, Stirling, W.A.





	I sent a set of the Valtorta books to a Bishop in India, and he loved them so much, he taught from them.  He had to retire because of illness, and I now write to his replacement - a young priest who is principal of several schools. Now I just sent him a set of books to teach from.  I can just get lost in these writings…


BARBARA BARLOW, Columbus OH, USA





	I hope to start my fourth reading of The Poem soon. I use it just so often - for answers to questions, and for its explanations for problems. Each time these answers seem new and wonderful.


JOSEPHINE LANDSBERG, Normanville, S.A.





	I was converted to the Catholicism through the Blessed Mother… and baptized into the Church in 1990. I came to know Maria Valtorta too. I have all her books that are translated into English, and have read them all, some more than twice. And I read them everyday. It is very clear to me that the Maria Valtorta's work is Divine. And it pains me when some priests make negative comments on the work... Because of that, I'm sorry to see some of my Catholic friends are afraid to read the book…


	The "Pilgrim's Guide to The Poem…" is very useful to find where a certain subject is explained and, from time to time, I add my own subjects of interest to the list.  


HEGEON KWUN, San Antonio, TX USA


	(I usually avoid getting into debates about the authenticity of The Poem. As Pope Pius XII said in 1948: “Those who read it will understand”. I have more regard to the words of Pope Pius XII, and to the Imprimatur given to Maria’s writings by Bishop Roman Danylak (now living in Toronto, Canada), than to what are really just opinions of others. I would rather say something like Bartholmai, the man born blind, said to the Pharisees: “I’ve read Maria’s writings, and they have changed my life” (see Jn. 9:18-34, The Poem Vol. 4, pp. 603-5) - Ed.)





	I’ve been side-tracked the last six months, and haven’t done any reading, until last night when I picked up The Poem again, hoping I can continue without interruption. The good thing about these books is I can remember what I’ve read before, without forgetting what they’re all about.


	I had a priest tell me I shouldn’t read these books, because they are not recognised by the Pope. I was upset and confused about this, and couldn’t concentrate on the books for a while. Then I decided to ask another priest if he could read the first volume and advise me on it. After a few weeks he told me that he thought there was nothing evil or wrong with what he read, as long as I don’t look at them as the Bible.


	I feel these books have helped me understand the Bible more. Even at Church, the homily triggers my mind to The Poem, and I understand a lot more of what the priest is talking about. It’s a good feeling after Mass, that I feel I’ve learnt something and was not just having a routine Sunday. 				    DIANE LAWSON, Wodonga West, Vic.


	(Likewise, Diane. It’s like Maria Valtorta’s writings - not only The Poem - “magnifying” the Gospels. That’s why my friend Dale and I have been getting so much joy from the “Sunday Gospels” project. - Ed.)





	I find it very uplifting to read some beautiful testimonies of like-minded people who love The Poem. I’ve started to read the Notebooks [1944] and it is very exciting to read about some of the early saints, who lived such heroic lives, I also really appreciate the short booklets on various topics…  				CHARLES DONOVAN, Koondoola, W.A.





	Our family reads a chapter of The Poem before the Rosary each evening. Not only does it help us meditate, but we have found that we know, understand and love the Catholic Faith as it should be taught - from the lips of Our Lord.�	People whom we know who have The Poem state that they only read portions on Holy Days relating to those Holy Days. By using The Poem as a meditation, not only does one's mind not wander, but in no time one finds he/she has read all five books from cover to cover!�	We are on our third read through and will continue all of our lives, as there is always something we find we have forgotten, seen anew in the light of perhaps our own personal circumstances, or just taken the chance to update our theology, knowledge and love of Our Lord and Master. I am sure many people will benefit from your small pocket-book of meditations.  			JIMM Omodt, Kansas, USA.





“Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem…”


	I was reading The Poem Volume 2 page 187, and was reminded of an online debate I was having with a Protestant sister not long ago. She was expressing the common Protestant error of salvation solely through accepting Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior….as if nothing were necessary after that. Of course I maintained that we must go farther than that, by actually striving to do the will of the Father. I quoted from many scriptures to support my argument, i.e. ‘Be perfect as your Father in heaven is’, etc. but felt like I was missing something.


	Upon reading the above page in the Poem, particularly, “Not those who say to me: “Lord! Lord!” will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but those who do the will of My Father.”, I thought back to that online debate and realized I had found the missing, if not the most important passage in making my (the Catholic) point. I immediately pulled out the “Pilgrims Guide…” to cross reference the Gospel Passage(s) and was delighted to find the entry of Mt. 7:21-3 [in the “Scripture to Poem” chapter].


HUGH KELLY, Cary NC, USA.





Bulletins and Supplements


	Thanks once again for a “grace-filled” bulletin. It’s good to hear Jesus’ voice sound so clearly and authoritatively in all the readings chosen. It is especially helpful, when in daily life, the media and so much else - especially the images on TV - seem to assault our senses and be full of the Enemy’s allurements…


SHELAGH GOONAWARDENE, Burwood Vic.





	I am THRILLED Mary Van Kets (we attend a prayer group together) put me in contact with the Readers’ Group.  I have grown tremendously through reading the writings of Maria Valtorta.  Thank you for sending me the bulletin and the other info.


STEPHANIE MUNRO, Pretoria, South Africa





	Thanks a million for the bulletins and supplements. I love the words of the 'Good Will, Grace and Time' supplement. Such words send me off into a different world.


GWEN STORY, Waipawa, New Zealand. 





	We thought the story: “Are you Jesus?” on the September 2004 Supplement pages was very touching. Thank you for its inclusion.


DENIS AND COLLEEN CONLAN, Albany, W.A.


	(It’s one of the most moving I’ve read, also. Ask, and I’ll email you a copy - Ed.)





	The story of "The Heart" is very beautiful.  I will relish all the other material you sent over time. Once commencing to read the Maria Valtorta works, I have to continue, because to be without one of her books beside me is like being denied food.


	I am on the second reading of The Poem, and intend to continue to rotate through the Notebooks, Poem etc., until I can’t see any more!  What a gift from Jesus to mankind, but how many are taking advantage of it. I believe we readers all have a duty to make an apostolate of spreading the Good News through Maria's writings. If every faithful reader introduced it to just one new person.....wow! what an explosion of readers we would produce! And if they did likewise, wouldn't we be cooking with gas!


	I was introduced to Maria via the small book on "The Passion" a friend gave me to read one Easter, and I craved more. It was like being given the most delicious food ever... So there is the challenge to throw out to all the members, not to just enjoy the works personally, but to make it a personal apostolate.  				MARIE WALSH, Kew, Vic.





Web-Site


	Thank you for the magnificent web-site. It certainly is a source of " living water " for us, thirsty for spirituality and purity.


	I'm just discovering Maria Valtorta, as half a year ago, providentially, I came to read some pages from The Poem. Oh, I wish more people were able to get in touch with this powerful spiritual wave! And [I wish there were] more writers to see, in these writings, a superb standard of life and contents...


	As regards the polemic about whether her texts are revealed or just manifestations of a great literary talent, I believe that there is always " inspiration " when it comes to  literary work. The difference is how close to Jesus our works are, or rather, how much Jesus is present in what we write. Maria was blessed, I have not the faintest doubt about it.  			KONSTANTIN DIMITROV, Madrid, Spain.





	Greetings from Bogotá, Colombia.  I've read the 11 books [Spanish Edition] of The Poem of the Man-God.  I'm in love with Jesus, The King, The Lord.  And with him I'm going to change for his Love. Congratulations for your group there.				ANA MARÍA SOTOMONTE NIETO





										�


Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group


	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.





	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]





