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Dear Readers,

In the December issue, mention was made of some 45 hours of audio tape recordings of Maria Valtorta’s writings - on all the Sunday Gospels of the Liturgical Years A, B and C. These are being digitised and compressed for reproduction on CD (MP3) format. God willing, this project will be completed this year, and more details will be available in the June bulletin.

Thanks to the members who let me know their change of email address. This helps a lot - and saves me having a second try to reach you. (If the second try fails, this address is removed from my list - which is growing all the time, praise the Lord!)

May God bless and keep you all,

David D. Murray

Editor and Assistant Convenor

Understanding the CONTEXT – an 87-year-old Sceptic

(This email has recently arrived - from a French-speaking member in Canada.)


My biggest and most heart warming news for you is the complete reversal and conversion of my father.


With all his Bible studies and research, he had come to believe that Jesus was a great prophet but no more. A convinced Catholic all his life, with 15 years as a volunteer at the palliative care unit of a great hospital [in Montreal], he had done a lot of soul-searching and reading. He thought of me as being a little 'exalted' and old fashioned in my way of thinking.


BUT… Last September, through the beauty of the Liturgy of the Monastic Fraternities of Jerusalem (which sings in polyphony) Jesus came to him and TOUCHED his soul. Overwhelmingly. He is not reading the Valtorta books. No. He is devouring them. He is half way through the seventh volume of The Poem of the Man-God (French translation). He says that he has never read so much in all his life - and such beautiful books. He just cannot put them down. Dad is 87 years old and has had trouble reading for long periods at a time. No more... At least with these books.


Now he understands when I used to tell him: 'It is so beautiful...' Those that have read the books know the meaning of those words... and he used to look at me with this grin that said : 'Ya, Ya...'

My greatest joy now is to have SOMEONE close to me with whom I can share my treasures. One of the brothers of the Fraternity of Jerusalem (who is a priest from Italy) has read all the books and recognized their beauty, but... 


I had stopped reading the books for some months, and felt I was 'going down the drain'. Since dad's conversion (for it is a true, authentic miracle) I have picked them up again. Oh ! what a joy, what a relief. It is like coming back home. Yes I read the Bible, but my books are always next to me to UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT of what is said.


So with Lent just beginning I already give thanks for the 'resurrection' of my father.

A FORETASTE OF THE FUTURE


(In her Autobiography, written before the advent of the visions and dictations which became her major works (The Poem, Notebooks, Book of Azariah), Maria Valtorta says:)


…Born in a period of sadness and penance, destined to love the sorrowful Jesus, I quite properly had to be familiar with weeping - ever more weeping. May it be blessed as well, for it was the dew which quenched the thirst of the seedling of love, and made it “a great tree on whose branches the birds of the air come to take their rest”.


For me, the little mustard seed, the smallest of all seeds and symbol of the Kingdom of Heaven, is Love. For only Love can give us - who are so imperfect - the capacity to conquer the Kingdom of Heaven for ourselves.


But the love which God had deposited as a small seed in a little child’s soul, had descended, together with a divine teardrop. And it needed weeping and sorrow, to put forth roots and foliage, and to rise up towards the sky… Yet to reach the sky, I had to gather together the branches in the form of a cross, and nail myself to it, after having struggled under all the gusts of wind, trying to free myself from sorrow.


 Oh, then the tree - nourished by tears, warmed by love, and pruned by sorrow - became gigantic. And I hope that its foliage, eternally alive, will supply my angel with the palm and shoot: for my crown of victory, and my ensignia of martyrdom.







   
LETTERS









(From Australia unless stated otherwise)

The Valtorta Books


Thank you for those wonderful books. There is already quite a queue waiting to read them. As for me, I can’t put [the book I’m reading] down… I have two of Volume 1, and one Volume 2 and one Autobiography out on loan.

NAN SWAN, Ballina, NSW.


Maria Valtorta's writings have affected me more than anything I have ever read.  I just know the Lord better, as well as all of His friends - the saints in heaven.

GERARD BEER, Pittsburgh PA, U.S.A.


I was thrilled (to say the least) to receive my package [of the three Notebooks] safe and sound., and I look forward to spending time with Maria and Jesus. Like you, nothing I’ve ever read has made me feel like I do when I read the writings of Maria Valtorta…

CATHERINE LOFT, Glen Iris, Vic.


Words cannot possibly suffice to express my gratitude to our merciful Redeemer for granting the grace of spiritually, following Him through his “little John’s” Poem.


Having read the five volumes many, many times over the past ten years (I lost count after five readings and have worn out the binders on one set), as well as reading her other works, I was moved by the Spirit to do a google search last night - to see if I could find more spiritual nourishment from Maria’s garden of Love - and was delighted to find the Readers’ Group’s website.


Yes!  Please do send me the quarterly bulletins.


I am elated in finding others who share my particular interest in The Poem… I am benefiting greatly from the narration on “The Stations of the Cross” CD. I am also making good use of the “Pilgrim’s Guide…”


(A later message) I found the Notebooks! The 1943 & 1944 editions. I actually found a bookmark in the 1944 edition where I had left off reading it some years back.  I ordered the 1945-50 Notebooks and a few other items… I cannot believe I have had these treasures sitting on my bookshelf only partially read for all of these years.

HUGH KELLY, Cary, NC, USA.


I am on my fourth reading [of The Poem], and always read Notebooks everyday. I've tried to interest some people at church, but unfortunately that EWTN program has really influenced them. I think it is a God-thing: that only some people love them. My daughter and I have just sent a set to a teacher in Kenya. We are waiting to hear his report. God Bless.

ELENOR SAYERS, Scottsdale AZ, U.S.A.

I wish to be like the shepherds: Levi, in the way he adored Jesus and kissed His feet; and Elias, in the way he instantly served our Mother Mary by proclaiming the good news to Zacharias. I thank God, that by reading the Maria Valtorta books, Jesus is talking to me personally - since He is my Tutor.

TONY AWAD, Beirut, Lebanon.

A Special Encounter in Florence


(Kerry writes of an extended overseas visit…)


…Italy was probably the highlight of the whole trip… I knew Maria Valtorta was supposed to be buried somewhere in Florence. We asked around, found the Basilica of the Annunciation… and the sacristan who took us out to the capitular chapel [where Maria’s body is interred under a marble slab beside the altar]. It was really overwhelming to be there. I was surprised at my emotions… This woman really showed me my Jesus [and] there was a new resolution in me to make her works known in my parish. It was really a humbling but awesome experience… We prayed there. I cried, and I felt very blessed and light footed/spirited for the rest of the day…

KERRY ARNOTT, Portland, Vic.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation

of my heart be acceptable in thy sight,

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

(Ps. 19:14)

Bulletins and Supplements


Thank you for another wonderful year of bulletins. I eagerly await each one, and am always inspired by other people’s letters, and the reflections included.

DEBORAH CANNAVO, Somerton Park, S.A.


Thanks for the superb bulletins. So many excellent passages - that we almost forgot about - are brought together It is always a fresh mine to explore.

PATRICK OWENS, Calgary, AB, Canada


…I particularly enjoyed the article: “In the world and of the world”. The qualities given to Simon Peter and to James and Thaddeus have given me hope that I may scrape through into Heaven one day…

ANGE SHERIDAN, Wellington Point, Qld.


Thank you for the Bulletin and Supplement - please send them to me regularly. I am in Indiana, in a college campus city. I truly believe that The Poem of the Man-God is second only to the Bible. Too bad it is not translated in Romanian, so I can give it to my friends there.

CODRINA BREZEANU, Indiana, USA.


I was pleased to get the latest newsletter and read it all in one sitting. It is good to hear the testimonies of other readers who feel the same about reading The Poem. I cannot go a day without reading something [from the books], even if only a page, and find great comfort following the Gospel reading of the day in my Bible and then in The Poem. I think of all the Christians out there who would get a great deal of satisfaction reading these works, if only there were introduced to them -as it doesn't appear to sold in any Christian bookshops. Is there any opportunity to do this somehow?

RANDAL PORTER, Dubbo, NSW.

(I’m sure that one day - perhaps after I’m dead and buried, Maria’s writings will “take off”. - Ed.)


Thank you so much for the Catalogue, as I wasn’t aware of some of the “new” items. My spiritual life has been so enriched by Maria Valtorta’s books, that I feel like I will reap spiritual rewards from reading them - until I leave this world. I have read them through about four times already, and I’m feeling the need to re-visit Volume One with all the Christmas revelations.

CATHERINE GASHI, Caulfield South, Vic.


I read the bulletin and liked it very much. I would appreciate getting future issues. Good to go over the passages from Valtorta's books that speak to the Mass readings, and those of the holy days of the year.

DOUG DANLY, Washington State, USA.


Wishing that Jesus may live in the hearts of all the Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group members.

ELISABETH BRODA, Teresópolis, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil


It is always like Christmas for those who know Jesus, especially as He is revealed in The Poem of the Man-God! I got [the bulletin etc.] you sent. I appreciate it so much. I am so excited to be in touch with people who love Maria Valtorta's writings. I am already sharing the material with my friends, who equally love Valtorta… The greatest blessing that I feel I have received, is to know the Jesus of The Poem. It has made all the difference in my life…


The fact that I am on the mailing list for the bulletins has cheered me and my friends, who are lovers of Valtorta. I am trying to spread the devotion to The Poem. I have a circle of fellow sisters, lay people and very few priests. I have been praying that priests come to read Valtorta books, because I believe this will bring about renewal in their lives. God can make all things new through Valtorta's material. Please pray with me so that our priests and other male religious may come to see the special gift from God in The Poem and in other books of Maria. We have about 3 sets of The Poem in circulation. These books are not available in Zambia, but we have copies sent to us by good Samaritans. 


With so many of our people dying of AIDS, The Poem has helped many people of good will to die peacefully, after reading even a few copied pages. I bless the day I came in contact with The Poem of the Man-God. May God bless you and all your friends…

SR. CHRISTINE KABUMBU, Zambia.


I thank God for the service provided for your readers. Your email was and is a blessing for me in my continual search for spiritual growth. And yes, I wish to receive these quarterly bulletins emailed to me regularly.
EUGENE TURAN, Port Moresby, Papua / New Guinea


If there is a petition to the Pope or Cardinal Ratzinger, we will sign.

RITA SCHMID, Haddon, Vic.


…It’s been a joy to read “The Purifying Fire of Love” - [especially the passage] “Dust on the Soul”. Such revelations are awesome, and eye-openers. It would be lovely to have it in a booklet…

BERTA CIFUENTES, Eden’s Landing, Qld.


…[The Readers’ Group] ministry communicates the divine life of Jesus Christ and the fullness of grace that He possesses, and the regular bulletin is a blessing. I so enjoy the comments written by the amazing community of people all over the world. - inspired by the extraordinary charism bestowed upon Maria Valtorta - the appreciation the fruitfulness of the Lord’s work… and the need for continual prayer. We have a Rosary group that meets for prayer on an intercessory level every Thursday, and it is good to have specifics…
WENDY SHERIDAN, Goonellabah, NSW.

Booklets and Audios


Congratulations on “The Nativity, the Shepherds, and the Three Wise Men”… I can see at a glance it will be a source of prayer over this wonderful time, the most joyful of the whole year - feast days and holidays. It’s an apostolic work you are engaged in, promoting Maria Valtorta’s visions and reflections.

BRO. JAMES A. MCGLADE, Strathfield NSW.


(Brother “Jim” taught me English, back in 1948-9. He is now a sharp and active 90 years of age - Ed.)


My lovely parcel arrived today very promptly indeed. So I am just going to enjoy myself shortly going through everything… I am going to start with the Holy Spirit {on Roms. 7:14-25]. Will it be possible in the future to print books with larger print for those with sight problems?…


What a lovely way to get the Advent season off to a good start with Bulletin # 36… I will always be reading Maria, as I have been for fourteen years now.

EILEEN AIKEN, Ardee, Co. Louth, Ireland.


(Would any readers be interested in a larger print version of, say, the Meditated Rosary transcripts? - Ed.)


Many thanks for sending the valuable booklet “Love Me as Eucharist”. It has been excellent reading, as was the booklet on “Love and Pain…”

JUSTINE HAYES, Avoca Beach, NSW.

†   R I P   †
Please pray for the souls of

Ann Ellis, mother of Monica Humphries of 

Green Valley NSW, who died on 31st January 2004

(Ann “was a great devotee of Maria Valtorta, as

she read The Poem at least five times over”);

Joy Mason, of Mornington Vic.,

who died on 17th June 2004;

Bernadette McKorkell, sister of Martina Glass 

of Box Hill North, Vic., who died in Ireland 

on 21st September 2004, aged 45 years;

Maurtice Mulcahy, father of Bridget Stone of Hobart Tas., who died in October 2004, aged 100 years;

Edna Margaret, and Dorothy, wife and sister

of John Ahern of St. Kilda Vic.,

who died on 6th and 28th December 2004;  and

Jack Edstein, husband of Pat of Indooroopilly Qld.,

who died on 19th February 2005.


Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once talked about a contest he was asked to judge. The purpose of the contest was to find the most caring child.

The winner was a four year old child whose next door neighbour was an elderly gentleman who had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman's yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat there. When his Mother asked what he had said to the neighbour, the little boy said:


"Nothing, I just helped him cry"

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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2004
#33: 1
New translation: Holy Spirit to Maria, on Roms. 7:14-25;
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