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�
	Dear Readers,


The Nativity, Shepherds, and Three Wise Men


A compilation on this theme - from Volume One of Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of the Man-God, was assembled many years ago. Late last year, Violete Stevens, from Grand Junction, Co. in U.S.A., wrote: “Just had time to look through the pages of the “Nativity...”.I loved what you put together. Could you please send me 20 copies ASAP. I want to pass them out before Christmas.


After all this time “waiting in the wings”, this compilation is now being converted into a booklet. Another Christmas is coming up. I’ve just emailed Vi about this new booklet, and she replies: “This is great timing, as the Christmas season is right around the corner.  I would like to order a dozen of the booklets to give to some friends. I believe they will appreciate it.”


I would rank this booklet with the “Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ” - as a wonderful “taster” for Maria Valtorta’s writings. It has 36 pages, and two beautiful pictures on the cover. Its price is $Aust 3.50.





A Gospel Clarification


	Robert Gebert, from Esperance W.A., tells of a conversation he had with a fellow parishioner - on Sunday 5th September after Mass - who said she had never understood that Sunday’s Gospel verse from Lk. 14:26: 


“If any one comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.”


	(Robert writes:) “I said that I had a tape of Sunday Gospels [with extracts from Maria Valtorta’s writings] which explains the passage* quite well - and would she like to listen to it?… I played the tape for her, and at the end … she said that it was put so simply, and at last she understood. She also asked me about Maria Valtorta,..”


* (See transcript of this passage in this bulletin’s supplement).





… and a New Audio Project


	Phase 1: About six years ago, with my friend Dale, we started recording these tapes of the Sunday Gospels for the liturgical years A, B and C. Dale would read the Gospel passage, and I would read what Maria Valtorta wrote - from visions and dictations she had received.


	Phase 2: We gained so much personally from the activity, that we decided to repeat the whole 3-year project - with better recording equipment, and adding some extra passages on many of the themes, from all of Maria’s books. It’s been a continuing joy, and by the end of this year we’ll have recorded more than thirty 90-minute tapes, which will cover some 150-plus Gospels actually witnessed by Maria. The only exceptions will be one or two Gospels concerning the announcement of Jesus’ coming by John the Baptist. These are the only Gospels in the 3-year cycle which Maria did not actually witness.


	The tapes were originally intended for sight-impaired people - including a former teacher who used to love reading The Poem, but now has only 10% vision. We’ve also been sending them to a number of other “sighted” people (including some priests), who just want to hear what Maria wrote about each Sunday Gospel.


	Phase 3: God’s timing is just beautiful. We now have the technology to compress all these passages into separate digital MP3-type computer files. AND, I am told, we might be able to transfer all these compressed files onto a three-CD set - each of 15 or more hours playing time - which can be played on the more modern MP3-compatible CD players (those which have “MP3” printed on the frontspiece). These CDs can be a companion to all the printed Gospels in the Sunday Missals, and therefore can be used in the years to come, no matter when Easter falls.


Taste and listen: Before going into the production phase (which might take six months), we need to estimate numbers of sets required. For those interested in exploring, there are copies available of the “Christmas Gospels” Audio Tape # 15 - also on CD containing Year A’s Gospels of December 19th (Mary’s pregnancy and Joseph’s dilemma), 25th (the Birth of Jesus, and the shepherds) and 26th (the flight into Egypt). This tape costs $Aust 6.00 and the CD $Aust 10.00 (plus postage), and its passages would be included in the final product.


Wishing you and your families a blessed and peace-filled Christmas,


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor





THE DONKEY


	One day a farmer's donkey fell down into a well. The animal cried piteously for hours as the farmer tried to figure out what to do. Finally, he decided the animal was old, and the well needed to be covered up anyway; it just wasn't worth it to retrieve the donkey.


	He invited all his neighbours to come over and help him. They all grabbed a shovel and began to shovel dirt into the well. At first, the donkey realized what was happening and cried horribly. Then, to everyone's amazement he quieted down.


	A few shovel loads later, the farmer finally looked down the well. He was astonished at what he saw. With each shovel of dirt that hit his back, the donkey was doing something amazing. He would shake it off and take a step up.


	As the farmer's neighbours continued to shovel dirt on top of the animal, he would shake it off and take another step up. Pretty soon, everyone was amazed as the donkey stepped up over the edge of the well and happily trotted off!


	Life is going to shovel dirt on you, all kinds of dirt. The trick to getting out of the well is to shake the dirt off and take a step up. Each of our troubles is a steppingstone. We can get out of the deepest wells just by not stopping, never giving up! Shake it off and take a step up…


	(Sent in by Paul Harris, from Heathmont, Vic., Australia.)


																	


					   	LETTERS								


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





The Valtorta Books


	I have just received and read the newsletter, and it prompted me to order more books!...


	Like most of your readers I find I am restless without one of Maria's books near me for impromptu reading. I always take one away with me, and at present I am feeling a great loss at having completed the 5th volume of the The Poem of the Man-God. I am going to recommence and just keep reading them over and over. When I read them, I feel I am in the presence of God, and very near Jesus Himself.  Maybe others have had a similar experience, but I find I cannot live without that feeling of "presence" any more. I need it to help survive in this world that is fast becoming more and more removed from God and His laws.


MARIE WALSH, Kew Vic.





	[My friend] has been reading The Poem of the Man-God, completing #1 and into #2, from my library.  She says that it is the greatest thing ever.  She has trouble reading the Bible, but finds these books so informing and exciting that she can hardly wait to get back to the reading…


MARY ELLEN McBRIDE, Toronto, Canada.





	Thank you for the [replacement to] Volume 5.  The story is: we lent Glen the book, and his dog came in to his room and chewed the book under the bed. (“Taste and see” that the Lord is good!)


PAULINE SIMPSON, Mt. Warning, NSW.


	(If there was a heaven for dogs, I reckon that dog would go there. - Ed.)





	Thank you for sending Volume 2 so quickly. It’s a joy to end my day reading Maria’s work.


JOY RYALL, Hendra, Qld.





Friends


	(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta):


	“…Around you there are many who are not saints. And you need friends, as I had. As I chose my own, I choose yours so that you will have them…”


	(Notebooks 1945-50, p. 72)





	I believe friends are quiet angels who lift us to our feet - when our  wings have trouble remembering how to fly..


	(Source unknown)





	I am reading Volume I of The Poem for the third time. It is really marvellous. I seem to gain more from it each time.


BERNICE McKENNA, Trevallyn, Tas. 





	Thank you for the books.  I am having a lovely time reading them. We have had a few discussions (friends) about the readings at Mass this week from St. Paul’s letters to the Galatians.  It is amazing that people think that Jesus did away with laws!!!   It was so clear in the book The End Times that before Jesus, people had to control and behave themselves according to the laws and prophets. But then Jesus became THE WORD  and Redeemer to explain the Law and sustain us with the Sacraments and sacramentals.  And also that the ancients books have a reference to the present…


	We are so blessed to be given all these signs and wonders to really get to know and understand the order of creation, and I believe that our Jesus is working in us. He is here amongst us in Valtorta and the Gospels… How consoling to hear that Jesus cannot redeem us again, and so He sends His Mother. 


	I also enjoyed the letters.  Now that I know you I can put a "name" in my prayer...


ELAINA LEWIS, Manly, NSW.





	I’ve just started reading the first volume of The Poem again, and this time I am finding it more wonderful. It helps me to keep focused in these dreadful times that we live in. I feel I am beginning to “know” Jesus and Mary a little more. How kind they are, and so patient.


	I find myself reading the book as often as I can, and am reluctant to put it down. Travelling with Jesus, I have no interest in any other reading matter, and when he is hurting it makes me weep - the same when Mary weeps and is so hurt by many peoples’ attitude to her Son. "How could we not love Him?" I want to know and love Him  more than I have ever wanted anything in my life .


	This great work should be compulsory  reading for every child from High school up to Tertiary level. There would be a great groundswell  of love for Jesus, because - as he told Maria - many people find the wording of the Bible a little hard to cope with. This work is so easy to follow, and one can be part of all that is happening. I love the way He cares for the children and the shepherds, who have loved him from the beginning…


GERDA HUGHES, Mullumbimby, NSW





	I am still getting enormous Spiritual help from the Notebooks. I typed up a beautiful passage from the 1944 Notebooks [pp. 320-1], with a description from the Holy Spirit on the Incarnation, and the joy of the three Divine Persons on entering the Immaculate Heart of Mary. I have given that passage to some of the people involved in the Two Hearts devotion… The [Rosary and Stations] tapes are wonderful companions.


EILEEN AIKEN, Ardee, C. Louth, Ireland.





Booklets and Audios


	Grateful thanks for the beautifully put together compilation concerning Maria’a mother Iside Valtorta [in Purgatory]. It is an eye-opener and a great blessing.


LINDA CLARKE, Waipukurau, New Zealand.





	…Could you please send a copy of the little yellow booklet “Love and Pain - the Path to Holiness” to my dear friend […] …I received my copy of this booklet some time ago and God, in His providence, has only now allowed me to pick it up and read it - at a time when I really need more insight into this subject…


(NAME WITHHELD)


	


�
Questions for a Mother


	I am a mother and, like all mothers, I have been asked by my children hundreds of questions, some of which are so difficult that I often found myself incapable of giving a clear and precise answer.


	Why pain and suffering? Why the illness and death, maybe atrocious, of an innocent child?


	Why is evil permitted?	


	Who made us?


	What is the purpose of life on this Earth, where power and money seem to be all that count, and millions of human beings die every day of starvation?


	Where are we heading?


	Is there something after death?


	Is it true that one day our bodies will rise again and live for ever?


	Do angels and demons really exist?


	Is Jesus’ and Mary’s existence historically proven?


	If God is Merciful and Almighty, why doesn’t He put a stop to all the horrors that we see happening every day before our very eyes?


	Who can safely say that they have never asked or never been asked at least one of these questions, sometimes pronounced with pain, but often with indignation and anger?


	Being a pious Catholic, I have tried, like many others, to find the answers. Sometimes they came from my faith, but some other times, especially when confronted with the agony of pain, I found myself lost for words. Until one day, on my way back from a pilgrimage… I knew our Lady was giving me a special grace - as one of my fellow travellers told me about Maria Valtorta and her Poem of the Man-God.


	It was June 1985, a whole summer lay ahead, my children were now grown up and I had the time to read a bit more than usual. I didn’t begin to imagine what was about to open up before the eyes of my spirit.


	The work was rather bulky, [about 4,000 pages], largely written during the war in dramatic conditions: Maria was ill, “nailed” to her bed like Jesus to the Cross, tormented by men who did not accept that God could have given her such a great gift, often feverish and in terrible pain.


	I began to read, and without even realising it, I found myself spending entire nights without being able to put the book down, so fascinating and “divine” the story was.


	Never, not even for one moment, did I think that the productions of that pen were the fruits of Maria Valtorta’s skill (with the exception of the vision descriptions and the personal comments). Right from the beginning I felt in my heart that the Author of those words could only be Him, the Divine Master.


	By the end of the summer, I had read all ten [Italian] volumes of the Poem of the Man-God, and the other writings were about to follow:


	The [three] Notebooks, The Book of Azariah, the Lessons on St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, and the Autobiography.


	As I carried on reading, I realised that Jesus was answering, directly or indirectly (through the Eternal Father, the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary, His Saints and His Angels) all our legitimate questions, existential or not: each answer at once clear, precise, highly theological, and, most of all, full of Love.


	Nothing better than the heart of a mother can understand when someone is trying to help in every possible way. (How many times have we parents done it with our own children, maybe in the form of a harsh reprimand or even a punishment, in any case always meant with love) to enlighten our hearts.


	Thus this puts us in the condition to understand the reasons behind life on earth, sufferings, pain, death, but most of all to get us to know once again the endless Love of the Eternal Father for all His Creatures.


	You could rightly object: “We have the Gospels and therefore we already have everything we need!” Sure, if we have read them and understood the meaning behind the words, and mainly - if we had the patience, and sometimes even the time - to discuss with qualified people those parts which our hardened and distant hearts find more difficult to understand.


	19 years have elapsed since that far-gone 1985. My life (I’m a widow since 1984) has not always been easy; like us all, I have experienced joys as well as sorrows, sufferings, illnesses and great worries. But during all that time I have read again and again Maria Valtorta’s books, as well as several other books that talked about her or her work, continuously meditating and thinking over their words in my mind.


	I prayed and wept over the atrocious sufferings of Jesus and His Mother, and then one day I asked myself: “Why not give to others, who may not have the time or the possibility to read such an extensive work, the opportunity to be given, by God Himself, His Mother or His Angels and Saints, all the answers that I myself have been given?”


	And that is how I began thinking of this book, which is addressed to all, believers and non-believers, but especially to the young. It is nothing of my own doing, it is simply a patient and faithful transcription of some passages of the writings of Maria Valtorta published by Mr. Pisani, in charge of the Centro Editoriale Valtortiano (Valtortian Publishing Centre). Everything can be checked, based on the information provided at the end of each quote or in the footnotes.


	I have only one hope (“a passion for the possible”) and that is that someone might feel the desire to read all those Divine Words, because as St. John the Evangelist says:


	“And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.” (John 21:25)


	And if, as a consequence of this effort of mine, even one single soul turned to God with faith and love, then I shall join Maria Valtorta in this prayer of hers:


	“Father not for me, but for the good that so many brothers and sisters can obtain from it, and that this good may increase your Glory.”


(NAME WITHELD), Italy.


	(I am in communication with the writer concerning her project. It seems that she (with her “book”), and I (with the “Pilgrim’s” and “Reader’s” Guides - see Catalogue), may be climbing the same mountain, from different sides - Ed.)


�
Bulletins and Supplements


	Thank you for the bulletins.  When they come they are always greeted with time out (for the benefit of my soul), and read word for word, front to back, which is exactly what I am about to do.


BEN GUNTER, Jasper, In. U.S.A.





	I find the bulletin very enjoyable and informative to read, it strengthens my faith. Thanks again,


PAT FEGAN, Ireland.





	Thank you for the e-mailed bulletins.  I enjoy reading them.  I hope they keep coming.


MARTA REPLANSKY, Toronto, Canada





	Thank you for the bulletins, which I enyoy so much, and then pass them on to friend - to friend - and so on…


	I am always amazed that people find flaws in Maria’s work, which are of course Our Lord’s words. I find all the visions and dictations absolutely luminous in their sheer beauty, and have always been uplifted spiritually when I read her works… I don’t believe a human mind could create such works of divine wisdom, beauty and luster.


ROSE MARY RHODES, Old Toongabbie, N.S.W.





	Many thanks for the Bulletin and Supplement #35… making people more aware of these graced works of Maria Valtorta.


	Just yesterday I responded to a long email with pages and pages of bad publicity (some of it obviously false) condemning Maria Valtorta...  He quoted Fr Mitch Pacwa condemning The Poem of the Man-God… a private opinion [without] any solid justification.  And so the spiritual war continues.


FATHER AL WISHMAN S.J., Boston MA, U.S.A.





	Thank you so much for the beautiful Gospel Meditated Rosary tape-sets and booklets, and the 3 Mary Magdalene booklets - I’m sure [my friend] is enjoying them very much, and [another friend] in Alice Springs will love them…


JAN PILE, Leanyer, NT.





	[This letter was received by a Readers’ Group member (name withheld) from a priest-friend - Ed.)


	Dear “Evelyn”,


	…[We] have not finished our 'discussion' of The Poem of the Man-God or your dedication to this cause.  I scanned the articles you sent me and they may present many good points in their favour, but they still fail to address the main point against [The Poem]. Cardinal Ratzinger, speaking officially for the Church as the Prefect of the Congregation for the Faith, stated that the Index still remains in effect and that those books, including The Poem, are in that Index for good reason.  Why don't all these supporters of The Poem save their ink and write one short letter to the person who counts, namely Cardinal Ratzinger, and say, look here, Your Eminence, you have overlooked some so-called important facts… and you should re-evaluate your position concerning The Poem.  Now if all those who are reading The Poem are so Catholic, why don't they do the most obviously Catholic thing to solve the matter.  Have recourse to the competent authority with your position…


	However if the Pope or indeed Cardinal Ratzinger speaks in the negative, we will 'joyfully' obey! Need a petition - I'll sign!!...





Two Blessed Souls


	Like Ed Ford, I have had a double bereavement. The dates were August 24th & 25th. My husband is (was) John, and my dear mother was Rose… My mother was blind and 101 years of age (married to my father 80 years, who passed away 10 months prior), extremely mentally alert and in tune with the world.


	Her devotion to the Rosary and Mary was unbelievable. She prayed the Rosary day in and day out. She stopped eating 3 months prior to her death, and lived on the Eucharist and a few drops of water, and her Rosary. My husband had been diagnosed with terminal disease and would not survive very long. She knew of his condition, and she stayed alive in spite of no food - for three months longer than she should have - in order to pray him through his illness and into eternity. Every night when I would leave her to come home after visiting her, she would say "give my love to John and tell him I am praying he will not suffer".........and she did. He did not linger nor suffer needlessly. We told her that he had passed during the night before, and she passed within the next five minutes of telling her. They went hand in hand. We held a double wake and funeral Mass. May God rest her beautiful soul and my husband’s also. Your prayers will be appreciated. Facing these first holidays is heart-wrenching, in spite of trying to be strong. Surely the Almighty has something in mind for me to do since he kept me strong through all the months of caring for the both of them. Surely He has a plan. Thank you and God Bless your Readers’ Group!


PAULINE NICHOLS, Vermont, U.S.A.





†   R I P   †


Please pray for the souls of 


John and Rose, husband and mother of 


Pauline Nichols of Vermont, U.S.A.,


who died on 24th and 25th August 2004.











Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group


	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.





	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]


