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�
NOVENA TO THE EUCHARISTIC HEART OF JESUS


Dear Readers,


	As many of you would know, the Readers’ Group has produced sets of audio tapes and CDs of the four Rosaries (including the new Luminous), in which the Hail Maries are interspersed with passages from Maria Valtorta’s writings relating to the particular mysteries.


	During recent talks about Maria’s writings, we prayed a selection of passages on the theme “The Eucharistic Heart of Jesus” - from these Rosaries and from other passages in Maria’s writings - structured similarly to those in the Rosary audios. This decade is re-produced on two back-to-back pages of this bulletin’s supplement. 


	Pope John Paul II recently proclaimed a “Year of the Eucharist” - from October 2004 to October 2005. In keeping with the spirit of this Eucharistic theme, it would be wonderful if we could join with Valtorta readers from the many countries who now receive these bulletins, and pray this decade on the “Eucharistic Heart of Jesus” together. We could do this in a nine-day “Novena”, beginning on 5th October, and concluding on the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima on 13th October. This novena would then be prayed on the Feast of the Holy Rosary on 7th October, and on the anniversary of Maria Valtorta’s death - she died on 12th October 1961.


	A suggested intention could be for the advancement of the cause for Maria Valtorta’s Beatification. (See letter from Angela Payne on the last page of this bulletin.)


----------


Many thanks to the many members who have been praying for my second little “valtortling” trip to North America - which followed immediately after my first visit to some wonderful people in Darwin. In my mind, the trip had three main objectives:


	1. To reach and encourage people who haven’t read any of Maria’s writings - to “taste and see”;


	2. To provide opportunities for existing readers to share the enjoyment of their experiences; and


	3. To open hearts to the guidance of the Holy Spirit - towards spreading the knowledge of Maria’s writings.


	I paid a very personal visit to my old friend Ed Ford in Scottsdale Arizona (see his letter at the end of this bulletin), and met with some wonderful groups in Grand Junction Colorado, San Antonio Texas, Tulsa Oklahoma, and Ashbury New Jersey (the 101 Foundation).


	Then came a visit to Toronto - where I was delighted to meet, for the first time, with Bishop Roman Danylak. The Bishop - who in 1998 gave his Imprimatur to the English translations of all of Maria Valtorta’s writings - is recovering from a severe illness, and is unable to see very well. I would have come to Toronto just to see him.


	Next day I was privileged 	to join with two well-known Canadian speakers, in a meeting attended by more than 100 people (more than I’d ever spoken to before).


	I also attended Mass in the Byzantine rite alongside Father Miro - a Slovak priest who had studied and had been ordained for the priesthood in “underground” circumstances in his homeland, while the communists were still in power. Before leaving Toronto, I sat across the table from him as he read - with great interest - the passage from the 1943 Notebooks (pp. 117-11), where Jesus identifies the “four beasts” spoken of in Daniel: as Atheism, Satanism, Power, and the Antichrist.


	Next stop was Chicago, where I was treated to six days of good old family life with Mary Devon (our agent in North America) and her family. While there, Mary took me to see Father Peter Mary Rookey - a Servite priest and Valtorta devotee now 80 years of age, well known for his many visits to OZ (Australia) - who has a very active prayer and healing ministry in outer Chicago. He was most gracious and welcoming to us, and we were very privileged to attend Mass which he celebrated in his tiny Chapel.


	My last visit was Los Angeles, with a prayer group which had met every Monday night for 12 years - without missing a night! When I asked “how many of you have not read any of Maria Valtorta’s writings?”, they ALL put their hands up! What a joy it was, to invite all these people present to “taste and see”, and a number of them later signed up as members of the Readers’ Group.


	I believe that one day - like the Divine Mercy devotion (and possibly after many of us are dead and gone) - Maria’s writings will “take off”. I hope that we will have laid some useful foundations…


May God bless and keep you all,


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor


----------


COMPUTER VOICES AND THE POEM


	For those who may be interested, Tim Fromann, from New York, has cassette tapes (Compact Disks - Mp3 format), of about 60% of Volume 1 of The Poem, made with computer generated voices, a continuing project intended for the blind visually impaired. They are on 11 cassettes that are about 2 hours long each, a total of 22 hours. If you would like a copy of the first tape, contact Tim at Tfromann@aol.com and he will send one (free of cost in U.S.), as long as he doesn’t get overwhelmed. He is using only using one dual cassette deck.


	A message from “Carla” to Tim says: “It really makes the listeners feel a part of the story, and not just like they're being read to.”


�
																	


					   	LETTERS								


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





The Books


	I have never had any doubt about the authenticity of The Poem. I have read the five volumes, and shall keep re-reading them always. I think these are the greatest books I have ever read. I have three volumes out on loan to friends at the moment. (I have a spare set for this, I never lend my own volumes.) I find that more and more people are wanting to read this work. I also have the three Notebooks and The End Times…


	The Readers’ Group is doing great work, and I hope it goes from strength to strength…


VIOLET FRANCIS, Plymouth, England.





	…The wonder of Our Lord, in the books I have so far, have brought me closer to Him; I’m seeing myself more honestly, and I’m trusting Him to help me grow in love, and in Love.  JANICE CORDEAUX, Monarto, S.A.





	I received The Poem Vols. 3, 4 and 5 today. Can’t wait to get home and stuck into them.


MICHAEL CHARLES, Castle Hill, NSW





	My sister-in-law Karen says of The Poem that there “aren’t words to describe”.


WENDY SHERIDAN, Goonellabah, N.S.W.





	I have been reading Maria Valtorta's writings since 1986… Shortly before, someone prayed over me at a prayer meeting and told me that soon I would get to know Jesus in a new way. I can definitely say Maria Valtorta's books helped me know and love Jesus and His gospel more. I stopped reading the books for a period of time, out of obedience to what I thought was a directive from the church. I think it is important to be obedient, but during the time I wasn't reading the books, my spiritual life was just not the same.


	Last year I felt drawn to the books again. Now that I had a computer, I was able to research the issues on the Internet. In an effort to be fair and balanced about it, I approached it from various angles, pro and con and so forth, and in the end, came to the conclusion that, for several reasons, including the Papal Imprimatur from Pope Pius XII, I would not be disobeying the church by reading The Poem of the Man-God. I was so happy to be able to go back to reading the books.


	I never had any trouble believing the Jesus of The Poem of the Man-God is the real Jesus… However, I thought it would be nice to have a little sign, such as the canonization of Venerable Allegra* to put the issue to rest. I never expected God would actually give ME a sign, but last spring He did.


	I was so excited when the 1945-50 Notebooks came out. The morning after I received it, I read portions of it on the bus as on the way to my job in Manhattan (I work as a paralegal in real estate litigation). I came across a particular passage that was very curious, because some of the things in it seemed to fit me in particular, in regard to a certain situation I was in at one time. I was very surprised that Maria Valtorta had been in a similar situation…	I believe Jesus gave me this little miracle to counteract some of the misinformation that's out there about the Valtorta books (and also for me to deal with that situation). It goes to show that God's word (even those to modern prophets) is His LIVING WORD.


CHRISTINE HURLEY, New York, U.S.A.





	The Italian set of The Poem that you sent me is being read by the mother of a good friend, [and] I think she is quite taken by it. She was at first sceptical, saying that she had friends in that part of Italy where Maria lived - who were not convinced. However, curiosity must have got the better of her, and she has started to read Vol. 1.


	I think that the chapters relating to the infancy of Jesus and Mary are really captivating for any parent - anyway, she hasn’t returned it yet…  PETER WRIGHT, Barmera, S.A.


	(Jesus had similar problems with His relatives and others in Nazareth, didn’t He? - Ed.)





	How sad…. That Jesus had the same problem [as in the present times] getting others to believe, and He was right there with them. How easily those that knew of His miracles first hand were persuaded by the Sanhedrin to look for Jesus to have Him killed.


	I'm on my second reading [of The Poem], and I know Jesus better each time I read it. How blessed we are to see and hear Him first hand like this.


RENA SODDY, Maders, CA, U.S.A.





	Reading these books has been so precious to me. My daughter takes her copy of Notebooks 1943 to work - to inspire her to take Christ’s way in every difficult situation…


JANICE CORDEAUX, Monarto, S.A.





	Father Thomas Dubay’s Fire Within is a mine of information which will define and transform one’s spiritual life. My prayer life will not be the same. It should be read by anybody searching for a closer relationship with God.


ADEL HADDAD, Palm Beach, Qld.





The Rose Petal, and the Victim Souls


	Hi David, what a Blessing [the rose petal picture is]! Wait until I show some of my friends.


	I have to tell you something that happened today - I know I am being re-led. I went to Miami to St. Paul Media Bookstore to get [the 1944 Notebooks] and Victim Souls. To my great sadness, they no longer carried them, or any of Maria's works. Then I was looking for a Rosary CD that I could meditate and listen to intently with the background music. Well, they sold me one in Spanish. I'm Spanish and can read, write and speak it, yet when I listened to the sample, it just wasn't enough. I bought it, thought I would try it, but I'm not satisfied… I got home I went on line so I could order the 1944 Notebooks and Victim Souls, when I "stumbled" on to your web page and the rosary tapes. My heart fluttered!!!!


	I know this is what I must get....I have a couple of the Poem books, The End Times, Azariah, the Virgin Mary, and the 1943 Notebooks which is what I am reading now. For some reason, it feels like He's talking to me. I knew I will once again go back to the Poem, but I had to be ready for it, and I believe Notebooks is the beginning of this Journey. I am so attracted to the Victim Souls part of it, I just sigh. Anyways, how much are the tapes in US dollars and how long does it take to get here?  Does anyone here in the U.S. distribute them?  Could you also send me a bulletin?   I am thirsty, can you tell?


	I Love My Jesus, and just want Him to know that I am here for Him, even when I feel alone - in a house with 4 kids, two parakeets, two chihuahuas and a loving husband....I need HIM.


	Thank you so much for listening, and for the picture. I will have my older daughter, 15 yr. old, print it for me…


YOLANDA MARTES, Fort Lauderdale, FL, U.S.A.


	[Dear Yolanda,


	Attached are the latest Bulletin and its Supplement, plus a current Catalogue. You can order most of the items from Mary Devon in Chicago (see  Catalogue.]


	(Here is a later message from Yolanda:)


	I just wanted to let you know that I received the CDs from Mary in Chicago yesterday. and even though I only heard the Joyful yesterday, I was hooked......


	Today Tuesday, July 13th, (special day of Our Lady) I listened/prayed the Sorrowful, and at the end, my heart was broken. As I looked into the Holy Face of Jesus, I cried.....I know I have found my "niche"… and this is what/where He wants me to be....





The Lie”


	Please don't mention the LIE that Maria's writings "are not approved by the Church", UNLESS, in the same breath you also mention the formal Ecclesiastical actions that prove Maria's writings are free of moral and doctrinal error, as evidenced by: approval by Pius XII; abolition of the Index, thus nullifying the negative action of His Holiness, John XXIII; four Imprimaturs in India; full blown endorsement of the writings by Bishop Danylak; privleged burial place of Maria in the church in Florence; and current PERMISSION of the Church to distribute the writings (thus implying freedom from moral and doctrinal error)…


	I know that your remarks were addressed to those who should know better, but anytime the lie is repeated and left unchecked, I feel it must be refuted immediately. 


STEVE JOST, Rochester NY, U.S.A.


	(Thank you Steve, and point taken. - Ed.)





A Profound Thought


	…One of the things I have noticed since I read The Poem and all the Notebooks was a deeper and burning love of Jesus and Mary.  I dedicate myself to them daily.


	I have also noticed that when I allow someone to read only a small portion of the writings on a specific topic, they do not get the intensity that I got when I read the same writings. It's almost if the writings are veiled, and those who are not supposed to read them come away without that burning desire for more…   


NORM ADAMS, Canandaigua NY, U.S.A.





Bulletins and Supplements


	I thoroughly enjoyed the bulletin [I always do], and I wish I had that review of the symbolisms used by Mel Gibson [see Supplement to Bulletin # 34] in his movie before I saw it.  At least I will have it for when I see it next time on video, God willing.  Before I sign off, I read in a newspaper review that the hand wielding the hammer as it went to strike in the nail in Christ's hand was that of Mel Gibson's.  It was to signify that he too, like of all of us are guilty of inflicting our sins into Christ's flesh…


	Let us pray that these further attacks on Christ through Maria Valtorta's work may end some time soon.  Truly, this work is a witness to the sign of contradiction - Christ, our Lord.  (NAME WITHHELD)





	Thank you for the latest bulletin and supplement. Wonderful reading - especially the commentary regarding EWTN’s criticisms of The Poem. Praise God for Bishop Danylak’s response. Our Lord’s own comments ring true, that “because they have come from God they have been frustrated.” (See Notebooks 1945-50, p. 533)


	The reports on “The Passion of the Christ”, and [especially] the symbolism, were truly fantastic. The latter clarified a few points in the film which I didn’t quite understand. One was evil baby which Satan was holding. Several people I spoke to recently weren’t quite sure of the significance…  MARY ROSS, Seymour, Vic.





	Thank you so much for continuing to send me the precious bulletins. I hope that the number of readers of Maria’s works continues to grow all the time…


	I have been wondering to what extent the Servite Order has accepted the task of helping to diffuse Maria’s writings in the Church. From [Notebooks 1945-50] one can glean some indications of the beginnings and the difficulty of accepting this mission. We have no Servites in this region of south-east Asia, so I cannot ask them what they are doing. On my next holiday in Ireland, I must visit the Servite Provincial and ask some probing questions! I believed that I received the grace to read Maria’s books through the prayers in heaven of two relatives who were Servite nuns, an aunt who died in 1917 and a first cousin who died in the 1990s…


	I was glad you faced up to Father Mitch Pacwa when you visited the USA. He was born in 1949, entered the Jesuit novitiate in 1968, and was ordained in 1976…





	Future film directors will find a goldmine in The Poem when they discover it, and have the patience to read the five volumes! I presume that the publishers in Italy keep a tight grip on the copyright, and wisely so for the present. Good Catherine Emmerich was enough for Mel Gibson to handle. I hope they will publish, bye and bye, the “histories of the first Christians and Martyrs” [including] the few accounts scattered in the Notebooks. Given the amount that [the publishers] have to get translated and printed, they have done a very good job. Perhaps it is the Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans that will be next…


FATHER TOM O’NEILL S.J., Singapore.





	Some words from Mother Teresa may help us resist the temptation to always push our own religious beliefs, as this may sometimes be inappropriate.


“If anyone thinks and believes that the way he or she is taking is the only way towards God… if one knows no other way, if one has no doubts and does not feel the need to keep searching for another way, that is the way to salvation. That is the way God will take to reach that person.”


�
Booklets and Audios


	Thank you so much for sending The Passion… and The Rosary… so promptly… I’m absolutely thrilled with what I’ve read so far, in The Rosary… Having commenced on it, I’m really not sure what the fuss is about when some in the Body of Christ have criticized Maria’s work…  MEI-LIN DE SOUZA, North Cairns, Qld.





	The ladies were most excited with the CD of the Chaplet of the Holy Family and wish to share it.  I also cannot understand why it does not sell so abundantly, but maybe the time for it is close at hand.


MARY ELLEN McBRIDE, Toronto, Canada.





	I have been impressed by the reading on Maria’s mother. Quite unexpected - from the mother of a holy person.  LILY SCHMITT, Enfield, N.S.W.


	(See the “A post-mortem view of Iside Valtorta…” - with revealing insights on Purgatory - available from the Readers’ Group. As Jesus explained to Maria the night after Iside died, His scythe had been raised twice before - and lowered mainly as a result of Maria’s prayers (see Notebooks 1943, pp. 352-3). - Ed.)





	After reading the “Passion” booklet completely, I was compelled to read it again and again… and I had to constantly pause and meditate, to “absorb”…


	Only after reading the booklet, did I come to know what Jesus actually suffered.,, Now my prayers and devotions are more meaningful, more fulfilling, and with more contrition. It is a great pity I missed out on not knowing about Maria Valtorta’s writings years ago. Now, I want everyone to know about her.


	I have two sisters in Madras, India. Phyllis who is older, never fails to attend devotions every Friday, and all-night vigils on Friday/Saturday, in the Sacred Heart Church - which is simply packed with people on these days. I’ve sent off my packet of booklets, and Phyllis will see that each family [she is in touch with] gets one. I have a couple more left to send to some friends further down south. I can only imagine how much their faith and devotion would increase, when they read the truth about “The Passion, Death and Resurrection” of our Beloved Saviour.


STELLA BEAME, Bondi, N.S.W.


	(This booklet was a stepping-stone to The Poem - for myself and for many others I’ve spoken to. - Ed.)





“We are only the earthenware jars that hold this treasure,


and to make it clear that such an overwhelming power


comes from God, and not from us.”  (2 Cor. 4:7)





From the Holy Land


	Adriene and Rex Evans [from Central Hawkes Bay] are travelling the Holy Land at present and they send regular emails. I will send you the last paragraph of the latest email - it is of interest to us all.


    "Father D. has been talking to us about Maria Valtorta... He is from a Scottish monastery and about our age, and he had been an abbot for many years until he had a stroke. He is fully recovered now and has been in the Holy Land for several months studying Biblical themes. He found Father Dreyfus of Ecole Biblique, Jerusalem, who said of Maria, "I was greatly impressed on finding in Maria Valtorta's work the names of at least six or seven towns which are absent from the Old and New Testaments. These names are known but to a few specialists and through non-biblical sources."


GWEN STORY, Waipawa, New Zealand.


	(Gwen is the Readers’ Group “agent” in N. Z. By the way, A “Father D”, from a monastery in Scotland, has just joined the Readers’ Group. - Ed.)





Praying for Maria Valtorta’s Beatification


	I had a thought - wouldn’t it be beautiful if all Maria Valtorta readers got together and prayed as a universal community for her beatification. Wouldn’t that make a powerful prayer !  ANGELA PAYNE, Stirling, W.A.


	(See “A prayer to the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus” in this bulletin’s supplement. - Ed.)





A Double Bereavement


	(This email - from Ed Ford in Scottsdale AZ, USA, arrived just as the previous bulletin was being sent out.)


	Our son, Thomas, his wife, Wendy, and their two children Haley, aged 10 and Patrick, aged 8, were driving home from a gathering with some friends, on Wednesday, April 28th, in the early evening, and were struck broadside by a drunk driver. Wendy was killed instantly, Thomas and Haley landed up in the trauma wards of two hospitals, and Patrick, thank God, survived without any physical injuries. Last evening [18th May] at 8 p.m., Haley died following a massive hemorrhage in the brain. Thomas is scheduled for a tracheotomy today to relieve is breathing problems. Please keep Thomas and his family in your prayers. Thanks much, Ed.





†   R I P   †


Please pray for the souls of:


Sister Mary Clare (Flynn), of the Mercy Convent in 


Adelaide, who died last April (Sr. Mary was a 


foundation member of the Readers’ Group);


the father of Kathryn Haynes of Cambooya, Qld.,


who died in England on 29th April;


and Wendy and Haley, daughter-in-law and grand-daughter of Ed Ford and his wife Hester 


from Scottsdale AZ  U.S.A., who died in April and May.





Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group


	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.





	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]


