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EDITORIAL


Dear Readers,


This bulletin is being sent out a month early, as I’ll be out of the country from 2-24 June on a second visit to North America.While I’m away, my in-box will be checked from time to time.


(A detailed itinerary, with times, places and contact names, will be emailed to North Americans on my lists in about a week. If you live in the U.S.A. or Canada, and haven’t received this message by, say, 10th May, please let me know.)


Recently some readers have contacted me, disturbed by a recent presentation on the Catholic satellite television station EWTN in the U.S.A. - of a further attack on the authenticity of Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of the Man-God. This attack has apparently ignored a strongly worded response from Bishop Roman Danylak to EWTN, concerning a previous attack by an EWTN presenter two years ago.


Let it be repeated here once more - on 26th February 1948, regarding The Poem, Pope Pius XII said to three distinguished members of the Servite Order in Rome:


“Publish this work just as it is. There is no need to give an opinion on its origin, whether it be extraordinary or not. Whoever reads it will understand. (These days) we hear of so many visions and revelations. I am not saying that all of them would be true, but there are some of them that are authentic”.


	On 30 November 1998, Bishop Danylak granted his own Imprimatur for Maria Valtorta's spiritual writings in the original Italian, and in English translations approved by Centro Editoriale Valtortiano. An Imprimatur is a decision of a bishop exercising his charism of teaching authority, assuring the faithful that a work is free of moral and doctrinal error.


	It is well to remember the words of Jesus Himself:


"Since men and angels were created, how many perfect works of God have been frustrated or squandered by man?! And did they perhaps not come from God because they did not succeed? On the contrary, precisely because they have come from God, they have been frustrated. I am telling you so because it is true."  (Notebooks 1945-50 p. 533)


So what’s new?


For many years I’ve been safely steering away from controversies about Maria. Now I’m starting to peer above the comfort of these hidden trenches.


In a meeting in March last year with Father Mitch Pacwa - a prominent antagonist of The Poem who appears regularly on EWTN - I said I believed his attitude to The Poem was an opinion, of no more validity (I should have said “of less validity”) than that of other Church dignitaries. My main concern was that he was promoting this opinion on a wide-reaching satellite television station, leaving no opportunity for a counter-opinion. I left him a copy of “A Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God” (which contains a powerful Foreword from the Bishop, plus other significant statements from scientific and religious experts), and he promised to get back to me. I haven’t heard from him since. Bishop Danylak agreed that it would be OK to have his letter of 2002 to EWTN re-printed in the supplement to this bulletin. I live in Hope, more than ever, with this “passion for the possible”. Please pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit - for me, for Bishop Danylak, for Father Mitch, and for all the people at EWTN.


May God bless and keep you all.


David D. Murray.


Editor and Assistant Convenor.





In the World, and Of the World


 (From Jordan Management Consultants, Jerusalem, to Jesus, son of Joseph, woodcrafter, Nazareth.)





	Dear Sir,


	Thank you for submitting the resumes of the twelve men you have picked for management positions in your new organisation.


	All of them have now taken our battery of tests: we have not only run the results through our computer, but have also arranged personal interviews for each of them with our psychologist and vocational aptitude consultant.


	It is the staff opinion that most of your nominees are lacking in background education and vocational aptitude for the type of enterprise you are undertaking.


	They do not have the team concept.


	We would recommend that you continue your search for persons of experience in managerial ability and proven capability.


	Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. Andrew has absolutely no qualities of leadership.


	The two brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, place personal interest above company loyalty.


	Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude that would tend to undermine morale.


	We feel that it is our duty to tell you that Matthew has been blacklisted by the Greater Jerusalem Better Business Bureau.


	James and Thaddeus, sons of Alphaeus, definitely have radical leanings, and they both registered a high score on the manic-depressive scale.


	One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He is a man of ability and resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen business mind, and has contacts in high places. He is highly motivated, ambitious and responsible. We recommend Judas Iscariot as your controller and right-hand man. All other profiles are self-explanatory.


We wish you success in your new venture.


(Re-printed from Melbourne Courier, July 27. 2003.)





 “Fire Within”


	(Here are some comments from a lawyer whom we shall call “Jane” - sent in by a Readers’ Group member):


	…I am continuing to read Volume One. I cannot read it without weeping. It does something to you when you read it, no? 	Does it make you weep? Please tell me.


	Nonetheless I think it can be a very dangerous thing to read, but not for the reason of doctrine. It is for the reason of jealousy. I imagine that demons especially hover over those who attempt to read it.


	Jesus was condemned by the Sanhedrin primarily because of jealousy. [More than] a few human beings are infected with jealousy when they encounter Jesus and Mary…


	The whole thrust of the serpent's guile in the Garden was to make Eve jealous of God's love. The serpent suggested that God didn't really love her that much, for if he did he would never have forbidden her to receive the benefits to be derived from the fruit of the tree. 


	Of course the serpent wanted Eve to be jealous of God's love for her, because he was jealous of God's love for the material creation.


	Satan unleashed his fury on Jesus and Mary during the Passion, as a venting of his insane jealousy. Can you imagine the evil emanating from a fallen angel’s intelligence? He continues this fury even now, against the rest of the seed of the Woman who have the testimony of Jesus Christ.


	It has become apparent to me, almost as a flash of light, that while I consume this Holy Draught, the beast simultaneously whispers provocations in my ear… He whispers to me that in the hierarchy of souls I am an afterthought. He tries to separate me from the Love God has for my own little soul. He hisses suggestions of pride (you are ugly compared to virgins). He suggests despair as a proper response to Beauty, Light, and Truth.


	Because I pray the Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help every morning, I am reminded by Grace to run to the Blessed Virgin for protection in the face of these treacherous suggestions - to have recourse to Her. And when I do, the ugliness retreats.


	But weak such as I am… I must be careful indeed in reading [The Poem], lest I be tricked continually.


	One last thing. This book is joy. The Poem is not of the earth. Yet Jesus speaks according to human custom, to convey unsurpassable images... images that pierce the heavens and reveal the aliveness of the creature…


	Do you see the way Jesus speaks? It goes beyond the mind and imagination and memory. The Word is received into every faculty - body, mind, and spirit. Have we ever been exposed to a higher poetry or mysticism or science? Can you imagine listening to Jesus speak in human fashion for just one hour? [Is it] that same Love the heart yearns for in darkness and ignorance?


	It is too high for me.


	We think that we desire Love. The truth is that we will burn in it.


	[In a Readers’ Group bulletin of about seven years ago, mention was made of a compilation of extracts from Notebooks 1943, highlighting many of the key themes of Fire Within, Father Thomas Dubay’s masterly encapsulation of the writings of St. John of the Cross and St. Teresa of Avila on prayer. Its assembly was a wonderful learning experience (for the compiler), and the 69 chosen passages resonate in a remarkable way with the teachings of these two great Doctors of the Church. It is entitled; “The Purifying Fire of Love”, and its cost is $3.00, plus postage. (I’ve had a stack of these compilations stapled and “on ice” for some time, so don’t be put off if the stapling is a little rusty.)


	Please note: As with other Readers’ Group productions, these compilations are not intended as a substitute for reading the books, because there may be passages (in the books) which are important for an individual reader to absorb, but which are not included in the compilations. - Ed.]





A Time to Speak


	(The following advice could apply to a present-day situation, when the person we are speaking with does not want to know.)


	(It is nearing the time of Jesus’ Passion and Death. Some of the shepherd disciples discover Jesus with John the apostle, sleeping in the grotto at Bethlehem where Jesus was born. Matthias - who later is to replace Judas and become the twelfth apostle - speaks to two other shepherds, John and Simeon, of the need to respect this “mystery” of knowledge which they now have. Matthias says:)


	« You and I were disciples of John [the Baptist]. Remember how he taught us prudence concerning holy things: "If God, who has already blessed you, will grant you extraordinary gifts one day, do not let that make intoxicated chatterboxes of you. Remember that God reveals Himself to the spirits, which are enclosed in the flesh, because they are celestial gems not to be exposed to the filth of the world. Be holy in your bodies and in your senses, in order to be able to control every carnal instinct - in your eyes and your ears, in your tongues and in your hands. And be holy in your thoughts, checking the pride of letting other people know what you have. Because your senses, organs and intellects must serve, and not reign. They must serve the spirit, not rule over the spirit. They must protect, not upset the spirit. So put the seal of your prudence on the mysteries of God in you - unless He gives you an explicit order otherwise - as the spirit has the seal of temporary imprisonment in the body. Our bodies and intellects would be completely useless, harmful and dangerous, if they did not serve to give us merit through the afflictions we compel them to suffer: in reply to the wicked incentives by which they urge us, and if they did not serve as temple for the altar over which hovers the glory of God: our spirits". Do you remember, John, and you, Simeon? I hope you do, because if you do not remember the words of our first master, he would be really dead as far as you are concerned. A master lives as long as his doctrine lives in his disciples. And even if he is replaced by a greater master - and in the case of Jesus' disciples, by the Master of masters - it is never right to forget the words of the previous one, who prepared us to understand and love the Lamb of God with wisdom. »


	« That is true. You speak wisely and we will obey you. »  (The Poem, Vol. 4, pp. 810-11)





Having a Bad Day?


	A woman came home to find her husband in the kitchen shaking frantically, almost in a dancing frenzy, with some kind of wire running from his waist towards the electric kettle. Intending to jolt him away from the deadly current, she whacked him with a handy plank of wood, breaking his arm in two places. Up to that moment, he had been happily listening to his Walkman.


																	


					   	LETTERS								


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





The Books


	…I am progressing into Volume Three. Some passages are a bit confusing but I don’t get stuck, I leave it like a little ‘treat’ for when I re-read – as I will.  God may open my mind to comprehend the lesson then.


	I do not like to read The Poem too fast – each lesson needs brewing time. It is a discipline.


TRACEY SCOTT, Katherine, N.T.





	…In between jobs [in a new home] I have been busy catching up on all my Maria Valtorta books. I have copied a lot of the prayers that Jesus dictated to Maria, and have started using them as part of my daily prayers. Some of the prayers are so beautiful they really bring tears to my eyes.


	I still find it hard to come to terms with [the fact that] a lot of the people that I speak to about Maria find it so hard to believe in her. If only they would read just one of the books, before judging, they would come to understand why I love this lady so much. Last Christmas, for Advent, I re-read all the “private” life of Jesus, and I really found it such a great preparation for this beautiful celebration - the birth of Jesus.						 ANGELA PAYNE, Stirling, W.A.





	I’m half-way through Volume 2 of The Poem. Words fail me! Am really looking forward to hearing the audios…


KAYE McLINDON, Hamilton, Vic.





	I never get tired of reading The Poem of the Man-God. I read [these volumes] continually, and there is always something to surprise me. This is the fourth time I have read them, and there is always something I have missed or forgotten. They are a great source of spiritual uplifting and consolation for me…	JUNE WARDLEY, Bundaberg, Qld.





	I've just about come to the end of Volume 2 of The Poem. Along the way when I've come across little pearls of wisdom or thought provoking statements, I've been writing them down. I've then been going back at some stage to reflect on them. I though I might share a few with you:


	"She is a flower straightening its stem after a storm" - Jesus referring to Mary Magdalane during her conversion. I like that one; it kind of reminds me of myself and the things life has put to me lately.


	"A miracle really is the alteration of what has been destined" - Jesus in discussion with the apostles. That's a thought provoking sentence.


	"I tell you solemnly that only children are capable of discerning the truth, because there is no malice in them" - Jesus with Jairus, Manaen, John's disciples and the people of Capernaum.


	In the March '04 bulletin you wrote "the more I worry about what others are saying, the less I hope”. As somebody once said, "hope is the passion for the possible". Shortly after reading this I came across the following sentence in a newsletter I subscribe to ... "only respect the opinion of the people you respect" - so now when I'm concerned what others may think, I think about that quote, and of what you wrote about hope.


	I look forward to collecting more "pearls" as I continue into Volume 3 of The Poem.


CARMEL TANNA, Homebush N.S.W.





The Bulletins and Booklets


	Many thanks for the ever-reliable and interesting bulletins and supplements.


	We are indeed living in strange, interesting and privileged times. There are so many distractions, distortions, errors and difficulties in every aspect of our lives. However we know that we are on the winning side. Even good people, faithful and true, sometimes become diverted from the true path. Let us remain ever vigilant and pray for the great “Warning” experience to come soon.


RON & JANE MUNRO, Beechworth Vic.





	The “Lessons on Romans 7:14-25” is wonderful.


SHARON McCOURT, Torquay, Vic.





	I enjoy the bulletins so much, that when I read them I put them on the table in the foyer of our church, for others to read and enjoy too. The last one I gave to one of our parishioners, who told me that he had read the “Passion…” booklet taken from Volume 5… It was the same booklet that got me reading Maria. He didn’t know about the Readers’ Group and was very interested…


PAT FRASER, Padbury, W.A.


	(Thank you Pat. The “Passion…” booklet was my stepping-stone to The Poem also. May I suggest that, if you haven’t done so already and as a matter of protocol, you check with the Parish Priest about whether it’s OK to keep leaving the bulletins in the church foyer. If it’s not OK, he will respect your deference to his position. – Ed.)





	Am looking forward to reading the latest Bulletin… Sister Helene just loves to get her copy, as you can imagine!!! She’s 87 on 25th March. Not bad for an old girl!! She has more energy than me!!


MARY RICHARDS, West Preston, Vic.





	The bulletins and their supplements are just excellent! They are just the right dose for me from The Poem.


ANTOINETTE DE BATTISTA, Gwynneville, N.S.W.





“The Passion of the Christ”


	I really appreciate the latest bulletin. Regarding “The Passion…”, I have seen this movie and it is very powerful.  I have always wished that someone would make a movie, or better yet a series, based on Maria Valtorta's Work - but this was something that has always remained a wish.  With “The Passion”, the next best thing has been given to the world, and for this we all owe Mr. Gibson a large debt of gratitude.  And for those of us lucky enough to have Volume 5 of The Poem, we will have the best from both - a detailed accurate written account of Christ's Passion from Jesus Himself, and a powerful movie that - though not as accurate in every scene - will nonetheless through the visual media help us picture in our minds, throb in our hearts and feel with our emotions most keenly the love of Christ for all of us.


JOHN ATA, Sterling VA, U.S.A.





	I derived some considerable comfort from your bulletin comment regarding the mechanisms involved in recording Maria Valtorta’s visions, versus those of Catherine Emmerich and Mary of Agreda.


PETER KELLEY, Camberwell, Vic.





	Thank you for your timely response, in the last Supplement, to the letter from Vi. Stephens U.S.A. It was a great help for me also.


JIM STEBBINGS, Drysdale, Vic.





A Correction


	There is NO ERROR in Maria Valtorta’s writings, except one spelling mistake that has serious danger of misleading people into thinking that Catholics of the Maronite Church (based in Lebabon) are non-Catholics. If the angel Azaria had said "Mariavites" instead of "Maronites" (page 85) then the problem is solved - they were a definite group of Polish schismatics (cf. encyclical of St.Pius X, and encyclopedia article). If this was a mistake, then we have the only error in the works of MV that I have been able to discover, having read [so many] pages in nearly 20 years.


FR. KEVIN ROBINSON, Vic.





A Message from Ireland


	We hear so much criticism about the Internet and the damage it may do, but God does not give us all this technology, and [yet] not make it also a force for wonderful graces. I am so thrilled to have found your web-site and to have other good news on the wonderful gift Jesus gave us through Maria Valtorta. She so generously responded to all Jesus asked of her.


	I have printed out your overseas catalogue, and will enjoy studying it and getting to know more about Maria and the great revelations that Jesus made known to her for us. It is stunning to think that Jesus wanted me and you and all those other blessed people to read and reread and hear and talk about all this GOOD NEWS.


	It is such a gift to be able to understand and know so much about our salvation, with the certainty we are given in all of Jesus revelations. I know it means we have no excuses, and must put much more effort into getting to Heaven than we did previously…


	Be assured that quite a few people in Ireland read The Poem of the Man-God, and please God I may be able to get a list for you of shops that sell it and equally tell people of your “Pilgrims Guide”… I shall let you know when it arrives here in Ardee.


EILEEN AIKEN, Ardee, Co. Louth, Ireland.





A Message from Italy


	…You'll never guess where my husband and I ended up on Good Friday. The Chapel [in Florence, Italy] where Maria's remains are! It was so special that our feet found their way there on that particular day, and it was a warming moment for me as I wanted to make this personal pilgrimage. Thank you for sending me the details back in 1999 !


EVA RICHTER, Northam, W.A.


	(That’s what I call “Valtortling”, Eva! - Ed.)





The Voice on the Tape


	Dear David,


	I have been desiring to send this tape back to you ever since I heard it, last year some time. I have only used it once. Several times I was led to do it yet could not, as I thought it might offend you. This strong desire has a gentle persistence, so here goes. I will obey and be truthful.


	I feel there is too much of you on this tape, it distracts from the real Rosary, the Hail Mary / Holy Mary.


	Pride and idolatry can be so subtle, and these are the downfall of so many good works.


	God bless you. Yours in Jesus Christ.


(Name supplied, and withheld by request)


	(My reply:)


	Thank you for your letter…


	I am not offended at all. I need letters like yours to remind me of how my human pride can sometimes dictate my actions.


	Some years ago, when considering the possibility of producing these Rosary tapes, I had a person in mind - who has a wonderful and trained speaking voice - whom I was going to ask to read the passages. I sought advice from four different people, three of whom said almost immediately that I should read the passages myself, as I “had my heart in it”. My thought has been, ever since, that as my voice is so “ordinary”, there would be less chance of distracting the listeners from the message(s).


	Your letter challenges me on that decision. Thank you for doing so. I’ll keep what you’ve said in mind, and seek further advice on future occasions.


	God bless,  David.


										





Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group


	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.





	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]





