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EDITORIAL


Dear Readers,


This bulletin is being assembled while in the process of moving in with my daughter Robyn and her family. God bless their patience in offering to watch out and care for this elderly pilgrim, who at long last has also pensioned off his well-loved and well-travelled old Datsun 120-Y. Please note a new address and phone number above.


By the time this epistle arrives, the new Mel Gibson film “The Passion of the Christ” will be showing in Australia. The Supplement contains an important reaction from an experienced film critic in North America, plus a suggested approach for readers who might be tempted to engage in fueling the fires of controversy regarding the writings of Maria Valtorta and Catherine Emmerich.


Also in the Supplement are extracts from a new translation of the Holy Spirit’s words to Maria on Romans Chapter 7 Verses 14-25:


	We know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold under sin.   I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.  Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good.  So then it is no longer I that do it, but sin which dwells within me.  For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it.  For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do.  Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin which dwells within me.


	So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand.   For I delight in the law of God, in my inmost self,   but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin which dwells in my members.   Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  So then, I of myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.


The extraordinary and valuable lessons contained in these twelve verses, as dictated by the Holy Spirit, occupy some 40 pages of a new Readers’ Group booklet.


Also available is the transcript - in presentation booklet form - of audio tape # 6 - “The Stations of the Cross”.


Each of these two booklets will cost $3.50.





Father Violini’s Prayer for Priests


	Holy Spirit, Beloved of my soul, I adore you. Enlighten me, guide me, console me, tell me what I must do - give me your orders. I promise to subject myself to all that you desire of me, and to accept all that you permit to happen to me. Let me only know your will.


	Divine Saviour Jesus Christ who has entrusted the whole work of your Redemption - the welfare and salvation of the world - to Priests as your continuators, I offer you through the hands of your most Holy Mother, all the prayers, works, sacrifices, joys and sorrows of this day: for the sanctification of your Priests, the leaders and the youth of the world, the conversion of sinners, the dying of this day, and for the special intentions of all those united in this prayer effort. Give us truly holy priests who seek nothing but your greater glory and the salvation of our souls. Bless their words and prayers at the Altar, in the confessional, in the pulpit, in all their work for the young, the sick and the aged. O Mary, Mother of the High Priest, protect all priests from the danger to their holy vocations. Obtain for us a true spirit of faith and humble obedience, so that we may ever behold the priest as the representative of God, and willingly follow him in the Way, the Truth, and the Life of Christ. Amen.


	(Sent by Patrick Owens, Calgary AB, Canada, who is working on the possible publication of a book about the life of Father Violini. When in Calgary last March I stayed with Patrick in the house where he looked after Father Violini during the last years of his life. See “The Day in Rained in Cowley”, in the supplement to Bulletin # 27)


	


May God bless and keep you all.


	David D. Murray.


	Editor and Assistant Convenor. 


																	


					   	LETTERS								


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





Valtorta Books


	I live in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and have been reading valtorta for 11 or 12 years now. I recently found the web sites though and am thrilled that others are as blessed by these writings.	    KAREN MILLER, Pittsburgh PA, U.S.A.





	What would we do without the word of God and its profound revelation through Maria Valtorta? [And] being able to enter in and pass through these words, to establish by faith, a vital contact with the Lord? I find such rest in The Poem - not always in clear-cut definitions but more often in a single intuition that ignites one simple light of truth. The mystery of Christ in the Gospel concentrates the rays of God’s light and fire, to a point that sets fire to our spirits. The love that His grace produces in our hearts brings us into direct contact with Him as He really is!.


WENDY SHERIDAN, Goonellabah, NSW.





	Many thanks for the many hours of great reading in the Bulletin. I am reading The Poem for the third time, as well as Notebooks 1945-50 which is my son Jordie’s… I still love all of Maria’s works, and read The Book of Azariah before every Mass on Sundays and special Feast days - especially the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, which has a glorious text by Azariah… I have plenty of people to discuss the books with, so I am very blessed…


KIRSTEN STEPHENS, Brighton, Vic.


	The writings of Maria as outlined in The Poem are a gem, and we are certainly pleased to be reading them. The books certainly complement and fill in the gaps within the gospels, which brings us closer to Jesus. 


MEL FUNK, Nerang, Qld.





	About 10 years ago, I was asked to present a topic about the Virgin Mary in one of the Retreats here in Canberra. I was glad to present it, only on condition that I would not discuss Mary's virginity, which I did not believe in after she gave birth to Christ. 


	The people from Sydney asked me not to prepare my talk (based on their prepared guide) until I read the first chapter of the Poem of the Man God. �	It was an eye opener for me, I presented my talk and am [now] fully converted in believing in the virginity of Mary. Just like most of the readers of these books, I too found myself walking with Christ, and seem to contemplate and re-live His life everyday as I read a chapter. After reading them twice, I am about to read [the books] for the third time, and had sent a set to my Mum in the Philippines. 


	Hopefully, thru time, I can share these books with more and more people. It seems that so far, the people I have approached seem to find the 5 volumes a bit much, and have one excuse or another. But as Christ has said in one of the volumes, "Faith is not enforced." 


	Indeed, finding a Pearl makes it a precious event in one’s life. However, I must admit, that I still have a long way to go to live a true Christian life in my thoughts, in my words and in my actions. I just hope, where I fail to reach Purity, God will have enough mercy on me.


NESTOR PALMA, Canberra, A.C.T.





	Today is an important day for me, I just began another (I forgot which) reading of you know who. I've finished the dictations of her angel and also The End Times, but I felt a strong desire to get back to The Poem. And a real treat it is. Like being back home.


ED FORD, Scottsdale AZ, U.S.A.





Some Bonding from a Distance


	Am I impressed or what?


	I really look forward to using the “Pilgrim’s Guide…” both at home and at school.


	I used to dislike ironing, but now that I listen to the Rosary or one of the other tapes (“Soul to Soul” is my favourite… I’ll never be able to hear the story of the 5 little ducks without crying again…), the time goes so quickly and I feel so spiritually uplifted afterwards… 


	The other day I hopped on the Internet, read more of those wonderful letters from Readers’ Group members, and felt such a bond with them. With all the awful things happening in the world, and the decline of priests and Masses said in my area, I’ve been feeling so disheartened. But when I read the letters which contain so much joy about The Poem, I know exactly how they feel. I sense being with a group of people I’ve never met physically, but with whom I feel inspired physically. The world’s problems don’t seem quite as bad, I know there are so many people out there who do love Jesus in such a special way.


	Please remember the Pope in your prayers - my son is going to Europe and has a special audience with the Pope (and his 7 fellow students). He’s been told that the Pope may not be able to say the Mass at the Epiphany, nor hold an audience. How I would love him to bless my son…


	Do print those funny stories you were telling me about. [And} please let your readers know in the next bulletin how many readers belong to the “extended family” now.


CATHERINE LOFT, Glen Iris, Vic.


	(Thank you Catherine. When people ask me how many came to such-and-such a talk, I think of what Mother Teresa once said to a television interviewer: “I can only count to one”. Just think: “One Soul”. - Ed.)





The Audios


	The tapes arrived in good condition on Saturday, January 10th.  On Sunday the 11th I had my first chance to listen to them.  Since I had already read Valtorta's Book on the Rosary I decided to start with the tape containing the Luminous Mysteries. What a pleasant surprise when I listened to the First Luminous Mystery and realized that on that very day we were celebrating the Baptism of Our Lord.  Moreover, St. John the Baptist is my patron Saint! (in German Johannes, that's where the Hans comes from!)…						 HANS ENDERLE, Tokyo, Japan





	A couple of days ago I listened to the tape "Soul to Soul" for the millionth time.  I just live that tape; there's so much in it.			   CARMEL TANNA, Homebush, NSW.





Web-sites


	I've been following the progress of the Readers’ Group’s web-site of Maria Valtorta's writings. The progress is absolutely marvellous.  Many thanks.


GUY de MARGERIE, Winnipeg, Canada�


	I like the booklets so very much!  I’ve read 3 of them so far - a great and beautiful job…


	[The Readers’ Group’s] and Brother Chrys's web-sites are great, and both have very helpful, with an amazing collection of passages from The Poem (definitely a work of love)… I was very sceptical [about The Poem] at first, but as I got further along I just did not have any doubt the words are from the Lord and the end result is more peace, and ability to finally read the Bible…


	I used to be very critical and cynical of the Church, angry of the hierarchy, and sceptical of the Bible.  I can hardly believe myself but I thank the Lord - it was a hard long trip till I found The Poem.


VIOLETE STEVENS, Grand Junction CO, USA.





Bulletins and Booklets


	I really look forward to receiving the bulletins - it’s such a joy to read the comments of other lovers of Maria Valtorta’s Poem. I have been so busy lately, and haven’t had a chance to read the Notebooks - but I started on the 1944 Notebooks, and found them just as fascinating as The Poem….


	The updated “Pilgrim’s Guide…” is so comprehensive, and makes it so easy to find references…


	[I saw} a write-up about The Poem, saying we should be reading the Bible instead. That’s precisely what we do, through reading The Poem.


CHARLES DONOVAN, Koondoola, W.A.


	(It was The Poem that threw me headlong into the Bible, Charles, and the “Pilgrim’s Guide” emphasises this relationship. So does the new “Reader’s Guide - with Maria’s other works. - Ed.)





	Thank you for the last Bulletin # 32.  It is always nurturing the messages of our Lord; not to be afraid but to be prepared at all times, as in our weakness we fail so easily.


	As I am reading the Joseph booklet, which I enjoy so much and feel privileged, I thought I should give away a few ones to some friends, especially at this Advent time when we prepare for the coming of Jesus.


BERTA CIFUENTES, Edens Landing, Qld.





	Thank you for a wonderful year of bulletins and other publications. I always love the anecdotal stories - e.g. the doctor and the little boy, and the dogs (a few months ago)…		 DEBORAH CANNAVO, Somerton Park, S.A.





	I sincerely look forward to each bulletin, and am very grateful for the continual efforts to inform us - especially with the extracts from Maria’s writings which are relevant in these times. The story of the “surgeon” and the little boy with cardiac problems was wonderful, and gives us much to ponder over…			   MARY BERGER, Glenroy, Vic.





	I find the bulletins and supplements most interesting, and many times they have revived a willing spirit.


VAL GATER, Yankalilla, S.A.





	I just happened to read the latest bulletin, which made me feel so good that I could not help sending my grateful thanks for it, as well as to the Lord for this work.


JEAN-MARIE D'AUELEUIL, Rimouski, Canada





Booklets in French


	I have been working really hard on the French version of the little booklet on “Souls”.  I am at Part 2 and I find it very beautiful.  It takes me a long time (relatively) because when I do the research, I always read more than I need to get the context.  It is a nice way also to make a thematic study… I have 3 other booklets done and they are well liked amongst my friends.


ADELE PLAMONDON, Montreal, Canada.


	(I’ve often said that the "Souls" booklet would be on my short list to take to a desert island! - Ed.)





From an E-mail Member


	Can I subscribe to your mailing list? I used to be on it, but after I changed my email address… I stopped receiving your mail. And I miss it!  Subscribe me please!


MIROSLAV ROVIS, Zagreb, Croatia


	(After two unsuccessful attempts, I usually delete an e-mail address from the list. It helps a lot when members tell me when they’ve changed their address. Welcome back, Miroslav. - Ed.)





The New “Reader’s Guide…”


	I was near the end of Volume 5 of The Poem, and wondered what on earth I was going to do when it finished - as I was not aware of all the other material. And then… Voila!								    MARIE WALSH, Kew, Vic.





	Sincere thanks for the wonderful Index. It is so comprehensive and very necessary for me when I have to teach a special Sunday School subject.


PATRICK OWENS, Calgary AB, Canada.





	Thank you for the latest "Reader's Guide…" Another great labour of love that will be a boon to any preacher seeking homiletic material! God bless this apostolate!


BRO. CHRYS CASTEL, Trappist KY, USA





	The “Reader’s Guide…” is a great asset to me…


LORRAINE Haydon, Woodlands, W.A.





A Visit to Italy


	(Pam Young, from Somerville, Vic., speaks of a pilgrimage to various places in Europe, which included a visit to Maria Valtorta’s home town...)


	I eventually decided to actually go and visit ViaReggio and was there two days. Not very impressed with it though - need a bit more money than I had to give away.  It is a real upper class tourist place for natives and overseas visitors.


	Spoke to lots of people enquiring about Maria Valtorta but without success. The most strange thing though, was that I found only one church there.


	So if you are thinking of a pilgrimage to ViaReggio - maybe it is not a good idea, unless you can find someone else who has more effectual contacts and can give you more information re Maria Valtorta.


	(Thank you for the information Pam. That “impulse” for a pilgrimage to Italy seems to have been overtaken by other agendas. Perhaps it’s just as well?. - Ed.)





†   R I P   †


Please pray for the souls of


Sister Katie O’Dea RSJ, of Tranmere S.A.,


who died in September 2003;


Marita Miesen, daughter-in-law of Hildegard Mieson, wife of Paul and mother of five little ones,


who died on 2nd December 2003, and


Pamela Middleton, of Christies Beach S.A.,


who died recently.





Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group


	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.





	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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