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�
EDITORIAL


Dear Readers,


A New Production


	For some months now I’ve been thinking of the need for a guide to Maria Valtorta’s “essential” writings so far translated into English - other than The Poem of the Man-God. These five books are: Maria’s Autobiography; her 1943, 1944 and 1945-50 Notebooks, and The Book of Azariah (Maria’s Guardian Angel).


	This “guide” has now been completed and is at present being printed. It has 112 pages, and is wire-bound. Its title: “A Reader’s Guide to Maria Valtorta’s Other Writings”.


	Its format and presentation is similar to the third edition of “A Pilgrim’s Guide to Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of the Man-God”, and it has four chapters:


o	a Thematic Index of some 500 themes and sub-themes (Section One);


o	“Books to Scripture” and “Scripture to Books” - two-way cross-referencing of about 3,000 passages (Section Two); and


o	a 38-page assembly of “Significant Passages” from the five books (Section Three).


This last-named section developed into a story in itself, and has these sub-headings:


 1.  Maria’s Journey to Holiness


 2.  The Holy Trinity


 3.  Jesus and Mary


 4.  Three Apostles (Peter, Paul and Judas)


 5.  Scripture and Maria’s Writings


 6.  The Poem and its Content


 7.  Concepts, Gifts, & Obligations


 8.  Obstacles, Tests, and Crosses


 9.  The Horror and Hope of the Last Times	


10.  Lessons for Us All


	The passages in sub-headings 8 and 9 are particularly important in the context of most of this year’s supplement themes - highlighting recent and dramatic world events - and have become this Bulletin’s Supplement. It includes a message from Jesus to Pope Pius XII in December 1943, which begins with the words:


"Never as in this moment must I repeat to the one who represents Me, 'Feed my lambs'…"


An initial response to the Guide has come from my loyal friend and mentor Ed Ford, who says:


		“I've copied off the very excellent Section Three and passed it to several close friends, including Harry and Jim. Nothing but excitement and rave reviews.”�	The cost of the “Guide”? $Aust 12.00 (for members), and $Aust 16.00 (non-members).


	(The Guide will be followed in time (God willing), by a later edition, to include the Holy Spirit’s dictations on St. Paul to the Romans, yet to be translated into English.)


	May the Lord give you a multitudes of blessings, graces and assistance during this Christmas season (see “Just Ask” on the next page).


	David D. Murray


	Assistant Convenor.





	Ps: A Valtorta lover from Montreal in Canada has given me a two-CD set on the “Life of Joseph”, from The Poem. The set has very professional speakers, music, sound effects and singing. Australian members Geraldine Ryan (“Joseph’s Place” in Tallebudgera Valley, Qld), Carol Prevedello (Sydney), and Carmel Russell (our sight-impaired member from Langwarrin, Vic.) are very impressed.


	Also, Tim Fromann (New Jersey USA) is working on computer-generated voices on CDs for the whole Poem.


	More about these two projects later.  DDM.


																	


						THE HEART			   				





"Tomorrow morning," the surgeon began, "I'll open up your heart..."


"You'll find Jesus there," the boy interrupted.


The surgeon looked up, annoyed "I'll cut your heart open," he continued, “to see how much damage has been done..."


"But when you open up my heart, you'll find Jesus in there," said the boy.


The surgeon looked to the parents, who sat quietly. "When I see how much damage has been done, I'll sew your heart and chest back up, and I'll plan what to do next."


"But you'll find Jesus in my heart. The Bible says He lives there. The hymns all say He lives there. You'll find Him in my heart."


The surgeon had had enough. "I'll tell you what I'll find in your heart. I'll find damaged muscle, low blood supply, and weakened vessels. And I'll find out if I can make you well."


"You'll find Jesus there too. He lives there."


The surgeon left…


----------


The surgeon sat in his office, recording his notes from the surgery, "...damaged aorta, damaged pulmonary vein, widespread muscle degeneration. No hope for transplant, no hope for cure. Therapy: painkillers and bed rest. Prognosis," here he paused, "death within one year."


He stopped the recorder, but there was more to be said "Why?" he asked aloud." Why did you do this? You've put him here; you've put him in this pain; and you've cursed him to an early death. Why?"


The Lord answered and said, "The boy, My lamb, was not meant for your flock for long, for he is a part of My flock, and will forever be. Here, in My flock, he will feel no pain, and will be comforted as you cannot imagine. His parents will one day join him here, and they will know peace, and My flock will continue to grow."


The surgeon's tears were hot, but his anger was hotter. "You created that boy, and You created that heart. He'll be dead in months. Why?"


The Lord answered, "The boy, My lamb, shall return to My flock, for He has done his duty: I did not put My lamb with your flock to lose him, but to retrieve another lost lamb."


The surgeon wept…


----------


The surgeon sat beside the boy's bed; the boy's parents sat across from him. The boy awoke and whispered, "Did you cut open my heart?"


"Yes," said the surgeon.


"What did you find?" asked the boy.


"I found Jesus there," said the surgeon.


(Author unknown.)





†   R I P   †


Please pray for the soul of Gladys Roach, of Mount Low, Qld. Australia, a foundation member of the


Readers’ Group, who died on 27th August 2003.


																	


							JUST ASK !				   			





	(Jesus says:)


	"…Remain in Me. Make the Father unable to distinguish between the branch and the vine, since the branch is so united to it. Make the Father unable to grasp where I end and you begin, since the likeness is so complete. Those who love, end up taking on the inflexions, phrases, and gestures of their beloved.


	"I want you to be as many other Jesuses. And this is because I want you to receive what you ask for � when fused to Me, you can ask only for good things � and not have to experience rejection. And this is because I want you to receive even more than what you ask for, since the Father pours out his treasures upon the Son in a continuous flow of love. And whoever is in the Son enjoys this infinite outpouring, which is the love of God, who rejoices in his Word and circulates in Him. Now I am the Body, and you are the members. Thus the Joy flooding Me - and coming from the Father, the Power, the Peace - and every other perfection circulating in Me, are transfused into you, my faithful ones who are part of Me, inseparable from you here and hereafter.


	"Come and ask. Do not be afraid to ask. You can ask for everything, because God can give everything. Ask for yourselves and for all. I have taught you to. Ask for those present and those absent. Ask for those of the past, present, and future. Ask for this day of yours and for your eternity, and for both of these in relation to those whom you love.


	"Ask and ask and ask. For everyone. For the good, that God may bless them. For the wicked, that God may convert them. Say with Me, 'Father, forgive them.'438 Ask for health, peace in the family, peace in the world, and peace for eternity. Ask for holiness. Yes, this, too. God is the Holy One and the Father. Along438 Luke 23:34.


 with the life maintaining you, ask Him for holiness through the Strength which comes from Him.


	"Do not be afraid to ask. For the daily bread and the daily blessing. You are not entirely a body, and not yet entirely a spirit. Ask for both of them, and it will be granted to you. Do not be afraid to dare too much. I requested my own glory for you; indeed, I have even given it to you so that you will be like Us, who love you, and the world will know that you are children of God.439


	"Come. Your Father is in this Heart of mine. Enter, that He may recognize you and say, 'Let there be great celebration in the Heavens, for I have re�encountered a son whom I loved."'  (Notebooks 1944, pp. 371-2)





	Dear Jesus, please touch the minds, hearts and souls of all who read Maria Valtorta’s writings, and all those with whom they come in contact. Thank you.


																	


					   	LETTERS								


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





The Valtorta Books


	The Poem has shaped my understanding of God and excited me more than anything in the world. I have this rock-solid belief that It is of Divine origin, which is a grace, of course…


	It is a thrill to find so many others who also love The Poem - so many years trying to share it and being rebutted - it's great that the Poem is loved by so many now.


LINDA CLARKE, Waipukurau, N.Z.





	I recently lost my Volume One of The Poem. I decided to lovingly hold the book to my heart all the way to the store. Once I got there, I put it down to pick up groceries, then forgot and left it there. Next morning they told me someone must have taken it and I was so heartbroken, until I remembered something with great joy. I myself discovered Maria's writings from a volume which someone had lost - I got it from a person who had found the lost book which was dumped it in a corner. The book had no name of the owner, no return address, nothing. I began to read, and so moved was my soul by the words, that I began to search from where i might get more copies. So when I pondered that the book I lost may well be on its mission to reach out to other souls - in the same way that a lost book found its way to me - I praised the Lord and gave thanksgiving for the event of its loss. At a future date, I will re-order the first volume, to have again the joy of having the full set.


ELSIE GAKERE, West Perth, W.A.





	…I received my much awaited box of books with great joy! I intended to slowly go through the Notebooks first, to prepare for The Poem, but after having dipped in at random in Volume 1, I was gone. So now it is some of the Notebooks, whilst enjoying Volume 1.


	My 18-year-old and 12-year-old caught my enthusiasm and asked me to share with them, so we read aloud together - it is such a great joy for us all.


	We were over at one of our married sons’ last night, and as the conversation turned to God - as it so often does - we began to talk about the treasure He had sent us so recently. Our excitement showed, and now they will ring you to order. I expect that when we share with the rest of the family, a similar thing will follow!...


	The closeness we feel for Jesus and His Mother, through reading The Poem together, is very special …


KAYE McLINDON, Hamilton, Vic.





A Smaller First Step


	…I was very disappointed when I passed on the first volume of The Poem to some dear Catholic friends - who I was sure would love it - only to have it handed back to me, with both dear ladies saying that they just “couldn’t get into it”. This made me think that I should pass on something smaller - not quite as daunting to get into as an 800-page book! Hopefully the booklets will achieve this.


EDITH WHITE, Mooroolbark, Vic.


	(Spot on, Edith. For anyone who hasn’t yet “got into” The Poem, I always recommend one of the little booklets first - as a taster. That’s how I got started. - Ed.)





“A Tool does not Choose”


	I work with the United Nations Office in Nairobi. For the last four years (almost), I have been assigned to the United Nations Mission in East Timor… God giving me life, I shall be in your region for yet another seven months...


	How did I "discover" Valtorta's writings? One of my hobbies is reading. Before I met Jesus, I used to read novels but now I have no interest in them. In my readings, I must have come across mention of The Poem of the Man-God, and the title just aroused my curiosity. I tried to find the book in Nairobi without success… For my first recreation break from Dili (East Timor), I wanted to utilize my time doing a retreat of something like that. So I got in touch with the Flame Ministries in Melbourne and asked them whether they had anything going in Darwin. They introduced me to the "Disciples of Jesus" and told me whom to contact. I did that when I got to Darwin and, as God would have it, the group was having their monthly "Breaking of the Bread" dinner and they invited me to join them. 


	It was at that dinner that I met the person who was to introduce me to Valtorta's writings. By God's Grace, during my next visit to Darwin, I saw the gentleman at a fair in Darwin… He remembered me and invited me to his place. He had such a collection of books and, as I was browsing, I saw The Poem of the Man-God and immediately picked up one of the volumes and started reading it. I could not keep it down, and he offered to lend it to me to take back to Dili, provided I promised to return it. I returned it and borrowed another. Before I finished that one, I had made up my mind that I wanted to buy my own set and that is when I wrote to you. The rest is history. God's love for me led me to the writings.


	I retire from active service in less than two years, and I know God is calling me to do something for His ignorant children in my country. I have been toying with several ideas, some of which are quite ambitious for little me, but God is able. I am telling Him that I am available, and hopefully He will make use of me in whatever way He wishes. A tool does not choose…


	I shall definitely keep in touch whatever I do, please God.


ELIZABETH GACHIENGO, Darwin, N.T.





The 1945-50 Notebooks


	The 1945-50 Notebooks are so packed with God-given information that, like with the others, I cannot retain all I would wish to. I feel that Valtorta’s works are a refuge, an ark, in a sin-tossed world…


ROSE MARY RHODES, Old Toongabbie, N.S.W.





	(A running commentary of four messages - from Ed:)


	…The bulletin and supplement arrived just in time for me to take along [tomorrow morning to Alaska] for good reading (along with Notebooks 1945-50). I find this Notebooks very powerful. So much in it…


	I'm about half way through Notebooks 1945-50. What a blessing it is. There is so much in there, but now I'm convinced I've got to read Azariah, her Autobiography, and Prayers. So far, I've stuck with The Poem and the Notebooks.


	…I was really blown away by the chapter on p.292 in the [1945-50] Notebooks this morning. It really brought life to its basics as I read it. It was dated Nov. 24th. Little do we realize what the Christian martyrs went through.	 


	…I'm still in Notebooks 45-50 and learning every minute. What powerful stuff. Boy did she go through a lot of suffering.


ED FORD, Scottsdale AZ, U.S.A.


	(There’s certainly a lifetime of reading for Ed - and for me - in all these Notebooks! - Ed.)





	I am still enjoying the 1945-50 Notebooks, and look forward to [the Holy Spirit’s dictations on] Paul to the Romans. Please God we can have it sooner rather than later!


SR. M.C., New Town, Tas.





A Valtorta Day in Western Australia


	To say I enjoyed the day at Holy Rosary Woodlands recently would come nowhere near the spiritual awakening I had. Although I had been ill for months with a stress-related illness, I am so pleased [I made it for] the morning session, attending Mass [at midday] for the feast of St. Rose of Lima and thinking to return home. However, after two hours in the morning, I had to stay for the afternoon …


JUNE ROSS, Woodlands, W.A.


	(Having two sessions, with Mass and a meal in between, has proved an ideal day with Maria Valtorta. It gives a wonderful chance for existing readers to meet and share their love of her writings, and for new “discoverers” to experience and build upon a first session. Given the choice, I wouldn’t have it any other way. – Ed.)





Bulletins and Supplements


	…I am not well enough [for other things], but I am not going to lie down… I now have all the bulletins to read, when I get my table cleared… With the garden nearly OK, I can work on other jobs…


	I have never forgotten how I felt when I got the original books, and could NOT put them down. They have been read again of course, lent out, read again, and will be again…


MRS “MIKE” O’DRISCOLL, Annerley, Qld.





	I was reading your latest Bulletin carefully, and noted that the theme of prisoners was very appropriate for these times, when our minds are so much on the plight of refugees and those who are prisoners of various forms of violence all over the world.  I am also astonished by the sheer power and grandeur of vision of the last few chapters of Maria's 1945-50 Notebooks.  It says everything about the Christian faith, past, present and future.


	I felt it was like the playing of a magnificent organ, with every note soaring to Heaven.


SHELAGH GOONAWARDENE, Burwood, Vic.





	Received bulletin # 31. Thanks so much. The supplement on prisons is excellent. I wish I had it when I was doing my prison visitation many years ago. Thank you for doing that for us who don't have the time to collate similar data from the great Work. I printed that bulletin off.


PATRICK OWENS, Calgary AB, Canada.


(As prefaced in the letter from “Elizabeth”, “…high on the agenda was to give freedom to prisoners – not just behind bars, but to every person held down by something, whether spiritual, emotional or physical.”- Ed.)





	Thank you for the Bulletin #31 and Supplement… 


	My mother Eleanor Sayers and I really enjoyed our time spent with you in Scottsdale, AZ at the home of Ed Ford a few months back, and the enthusiasm and love you also share for The Poem.


	I'm involved in prison ministry… We have a question,.. Neither of us was familiar with 'Kairos' - what is that exactly? I had sent Vol. 1 of The Poem to one of the prisoners I correspond with, which he read. Then I sent him Notebooks 1943. With each correspondence from him, he now includes different comments from Notebooks 1943, - which is continually touching his life. Praise God! He is limited on how many books he is allowed to have in his cell, but as he finishes the books, I will be sending him more, one by one.


KAREN CROWE, Glendale AZ, U.S.A.


	(Contact for a U.S. “Kairos” was sent to Karen - Ed.)





	…Without the Readers’ Group I would be a little lonely sheep, unable to share with others the magnificent gift of the Lord’s Word - which is so alive and forever new - in The Poem of the Man-God…


CAROL PREVEDELLO, Wishart, NSW.





The Gospel Meditated Rosary


	The Luminous Mysteries CD has arrived safe & sound, thank you. It sounds absolutely fantastic, will need some quiet time to use it. I’d like to order CDs for the three “traditional” mysteries.


	Must check out the website for a few other things. 





	(A later message…)


	Thanks again for the [other three] Rosary CDs - they have been extremely helpful.�	Have read the End Times twice (and marked it something awful with a yellow highlighter). It is a most wonderful book.


HANK FACER, Auburn, NSW











Proofs?


	I am presently involved in a discussion over Maria. It is claimed the John XX111 condemned her twice. The same claimant makes this fact that Maria wrote that God's mercy is limited to some souls??? How true?


MIKE HURCUM, Mission BC, Canada.


	(I don't know where your information comes from, but I’ll try and find out. I do know that Pius X11 gave The Poem a strong endorsement, and that Paul V1 referred to the books as being in his seminary before he became pope. We can get into endless debates over the authenticity of Maria's writings, however I have other things to do, to which I give much higher priority.


	"Who owns the problem?" is a question I try to ask myself in such cases. That is a signal for me to LISTEN, not to debate. I firmly believe in what I am doing, but when someone wants do debate with me about Maria I say to myself "listen, it's their problem". Page 252 in Volume 1 of The Poem has helped me a lot. - Ed.)





	[God is good! Judy Dawson (from Moree in northern NSW) has asked me to find the source of the words “priest proofs”, and in beginning a word search, this is what I found:]


	(Jesus says to Peter )


	“…Who needs proofs? He who is not yet certain. I knew you were so certain about Me, that I did not feel any need to give you evidence of My power. Proofs are required here in Jerusalem, where vices, irreligiousness, politics and many worldly things dim souls to such an extent that they can no longer see the Light passing by. But up there, on our beautiful lake, so clear under a clear sky, amongst honest and good willing people, no proof is required. You will have miracles. I will pour torrents of graces upon you. But consider how I valued you, I took you without exacting any proof and without finding it necessary to give you any, because I know who you are. You are dear to Me, so dear, and so faithful.”


	(The Poem, Vol. 1, p. 298)


	(I didn’t look any further. - Ed.)


																	





Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group


	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $10.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are free.  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.





	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]


