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�
EDITORIAL


Dear Readers,


“Valtortling” in North America


A number of readers have asked about my recent trip. Some seven weeks since returning home, it all seemed to have happened so quickly.


Firstly, what a joy it was to meet up with Valtorta lovers across the other side of this planet! There is a mutual “knowing” that registers very quickly, and listening to the many stories of discovery, tears and wonderment - echoed similar experiences shared in the land of Oz.


In 18 days I flew ten flights totaling 20,000 km, survived all the security checks (the war in Iraq had just started), visited eight venues in seven cities, and met up with Ed Ford (a regular email friend and mentor), and Tom Dube in Los Angeles (who was a wonderful help with the “Pilgrim’s Guide”). These were the venues:


In the U.S.:


Los Angeles, where our open-air venue was rained out - but where we shared some precious time with a Spanish-speaking community,


Nearby Irvine in Orange County, with a lovely group in a beautiful city (I didn’t get to Disneyland!);


Phoenix in Arizona, with the rain following me from Los Angeles, and where I stayed with Ed (who gave me some much-needed advice with presentation);


Birmingham in Alabama, where I spent two precious days with the “Caritas” community, and where I met up with Father Mitch Pacwa (see below);


Conyers in Atlanta, Georgia, where the venue was hosted at the Cistercian Monastery by Father Anthony Delisi - the original “trigger” for the Scriptural cross-referencing in the “Pilgrim’s Guide…”;


Chicago in Illinois (the session was video-taped), where our enthusiastic group had a privileged visit from Father Rookie - a frequent traveller to Oz;


In Canada


Montreal in Quebec with its melting snow, and a night with a French-speaking group (thank goodness for a bi-lingual Adele Plamondon); and finally


Calgary in Alberta, where I stayed with Patrick Owens - who sent us Father Gino’s heart-warming story last year: “The Day it Rained at Cowley”.


	This might sound a heavy schedule, but it wasn’t - thanks to the “contact” people in each city (who did most of the organising before I arrived), a day’s “restful” flight between cities, and the home-grown hospitality of my hosts and hostesses, the memories of which I’ll treasure.


A special outcome was the “emergence” of Mary Devon in Chicago, a wonderful co-ordinator of the financial side of the visit, and now the new overall agent for Readers’ Group materials in the U.S. and Canada. And a special thanks to Ed Ford, who fulfilled this role splendidly in the past years, has plenty else to do with his life, and has now very willingly “passed the baton” to Mary.


(Mary’s email address is:  MDEVON@VALSPAR.com )


Debating, or Listening?


While visiting Birmingham in Alabama, I was very fortunate to secure some time with Father Mitch Pacwa S.J., who is a main "mover and shaker" at EWTN (the Catholic television station which broadcasts by satellite all over the world), and who is strongly against The Poem of the Man-God. I had prayed to the Holy Spirit to guide both of us in this exchange.


He was most courteous to me, and this courtesy did not diminish at all when I told him of my involvement with the Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group. I spent about two-thirds of the time listening to his points of view, but avoiding a debate with him (I’m sure he would have run rings around me). Then I offered him three observations:


his attitude to The Poem was an OPINION, and no more valid than those of other highly respected members of the Church (including Bishop Roman Danylak*) who see things differently;


it concerned me that he was in a position to push his opinion on this widely watched TV channel; and


if I believed that the Church forbade the reading of Maria Valtorta’s writings, I would stop what I was doing immediately.


Having received a lot of listening from me, I believe he was more able to hear what I was saying. I left him with a copy of the "Pilgrim's Guide to The Poem…" (pointing out that more than 7,000 passages from The Poem are cross-referenced to Scripture), and he kindly dropped me off at the airport, where I asked for, and was given, his priestly blessing. He promised to get back to me with feedback on the “Pilgrim's Guide…”. Two months have passed, and I have yet to hear from him.


(*On 30th November 1998, Bishop Danylak gave his Imprimatur to all of Maria’s writings [thus far] translated into English.)





“…Silence [is] the son of humility and prudence, which are the daughters of charity…”


(The Poem, Vol. 2, p. 96)





The New Notebooks


It took me a little while to warm up to the new 1945-50 Notebooks, but when I did - wow! Others tell me similar stories. This is how the translator (my namesake) summarises the book’s contents:


“…the violent, but faith-filled experiences of martyrs, both known and unknown; the treachery of Satan in trying to torment the writer with doubts and anguish over the genuineness of her labour, and Christ’s timely intervention to protect her; messages and instruction granted to those needing special guidance in their trials; clarification of specific problems facing contemporary thought, such as the question of evolution; a description of the Lord’s gestures of intimacy and closeness to those who are deeply and selflessly united to Him; and a long concluding commentary on the Book of Revelation…”


There were occasional glimpses of difficulties with Vatican officials and the publishers, and two lines of instruction on page 269, dated 2nd June 1946, in italics, had me sitting bolt-upright:


“Seek approval which will defend and ensure the work. Seek at once and do not desist until you find it.”


	This bulletin’s supplement could be described as a clarion call for God’s little “instruments”, to follow in the wake of Maria Valtorta, who loved Jesus so much, that she offered up her life of suffering for the conversion of souls. We may or may not go to this extreme, but we can pray, and we can spread the “Word” which we, through her, have been privileged to receive. Perhaps some of us from different parts of the world could join forces, and begin with a little pilgrimage to Italy, later this year? Please read this supplement first, pray to the Holy Spirit, and if the Spirit moves you in this direction, contact me.


	May God bless and keep you all.


	David D. Murray


	Editor and Assistant Convenor.


ps. Many thanks to those who added that little “extra”


with your subs. towards my trip. You’ve helped a lot.


pps: The letter from “Elizabeth”, with a progress report on her prison ministry, has been held over (again).





†   R I P   †


Please pray for the soul of


Madge Cunningham, mother of Priscilla Schryver of


Kelso N.S.W., who died on 5th June 2001;  and


Brian Hicks, husband of Doreen* of Smeaton Vic.,


who died on 10th August 2002.





	(*Doreen writes:)


	Brian used to complain that I never read Maria’s books - but I never had the time. While looking after him, the house and the property - there was never enough time, and I was always exhausted by the end of the day.


	Now that he has gone home - where I would like to be, God willing - I have plenty of time, and can’t get enough of Maria’s books. They are so inspiring, and that is what keeps me going…


																	


					   	LETTERS								


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





A Letter from Patrick


I felt an unimaginable joy this EASTER morning - even following a hard night's work, of accidents and blood at the Foothills Hospital. One of the messiest of nights I had seen in a long time:- a young woman, her mouth all smashed after a fall off roller blades; a bar bouncer stabbed all over by an angry assailant; a group of young men knocked about in a car roll-over, and so on. In addition, my working partner got sick at the last minute and could not make it in. It was too late at night to call up another worker. Instead Svletla, a Bulgarian immigrant with a good command of English, came to help in the Emergency whenever her department was quiet, but had to leave every time her pager went "beep-chime-ding". I was glad, however, having to shoulder this extra work load, because only two days before I had the singular privilege of carrying the cross (if only for part of a city block) through the streets of Calgary, amid crowds of people, on Good Friday. I cannot describe the feeling I experienced when my turn came to get under the cross: peace - delight - privilege - love - unworthiness. It is the caress of the Master. There are no words to explain it. And last night again, I felt the same way as calls came over the intercom, one on top of the other, for housekeeping to go to this or that room to clean and make up a bed. I experienced the same strange peace, privilege, resignation, delight - just like on Good Friday beneath the cross. I knew everything would work out alright, despite the unusual pressure of a city - wide awake at night, and getting into lots of trouble.


A few months ago a young man was rushed into the trauma area in critical condition from a gun shot wound. He was an innocent bystander, hit by a stray bullet. As the stretcher rushed passed me, I got a quick look at the boy's face. It was ashen. Something told me he would not pull through. When I have time, I say a little prayer for dying victims. I did pray fervently to Mother Mary for this man in his last hour. [Wouldn't you want the same?] I continued with my work. Then, about twenty minutes later, as the young man expired, someone walked up to me and handed me a medal with the image of Mary on one side. On the reverse was the letter M surmounted by a cross and encircled by twelve stars, (like on the European flag). It hit me directly: *the dying man, *the prayer, *the miraculous medal. The giver was a man from Plant Operations. He told me he found the medal on the floor in the North Tower, and thought I would appreciate having it." Indeed I did, because it was a direct sign for me to continue what I was doing, that is, pray for dying patients. Well today, Easter Sunday at 3.30 p.m., I still feel the joy of the Resurrection, so much so that I have not been able to take my sleep. First I attended the Chinese Catholic English Mass. (What a choir they have there). Why Chinese Parish? Well, I am their new church janitor. So I attend their parish. During the week I clean their church and hall. They are a wonderful, gentle people to work for. And I did not even apply for this job. But that is another story…


PATRICK OWENS, Calgary AB, Canada.�


A Cross on the Lapel


I love the Readers' Group [which brings] so much to mind without my searching around. 


I use the books so often when I've had a scripture reading after which I want to "see" what did Our Lord mean here… Can't understand how we are "taught" that Mary was so unintelligent. Didn't know. Wondered what it meant. A poor little uneducated girl. Do they really believe that the angel's visit left her bewildered. In her modesty she accepted the Old Testament's promise and put herself at God's disposal. Who do they think taught Jesus? Why won't they believe she was virginal all her life? Frustrating isn't it, but if I speak up they ask the source, and then up comes the 'It's not scripture". "It's not in the bible".


What happened to "Tradition"? Why won't "they" believe that God still uses prophets to tell the world or His concern for us????


Was delighted to see an obviously Jewish man at the Sidney Myer Music Bowl Saturday night wearing a cross on his lapel. Had everything on, skull cap, prayer shawl hanging below his suit, which was black, very Orthodox by the look of him, but a cross on the lapel. Yippee!


LORRAINE TWENTYMAN, Altona, Vic.


(When I get caught up with “why don’t they…?” thoughts, I get agitated and start to lose my peace. But when I look for some positives, I usually find one, and my peace returns - as yours did Lorraine. So let’s all pray, hope, and not worry! - Ed.)





	Whilst I haven’t read Maria’s work for some years now, it is never very far from my mind - especially during Mass, with the various New Testament readings. It’s wonderful how, during these readings, the scene will flash into my mind - as it would have, when I was reading The Poem.		   IAN ROBINSON, Goulburn, N.S.W.





	…My passion for all things “God” has gone through the roof, thanks to Maria Valtorta’s work, to her team… and to our beloved Lord.


BRIGID VAN DER MOEZEL, Scarborough, W.A.





	After two years now, [our prayer group] has slowly grown from two to five, with another possible soon. In our “cuppa time” afterwards, my sister and I have spoken at length about The Poem, one person has borrowed Volume 1, and another is saving to buy the set. I am half-way through Volume 1 - third time, and my sister is reading Volume 5 - second time…


	In my will I have stated that the Poem is to stay in the family, not to be disposed of, in the hope that my family will discover this treasure…


JUNE FUERY, Wodonga, Vic.





	…I have long been a “fan” of Maria Valtorta, and have read The Poem several times… In fact, most nights I read at least one chapter, and continue through in that way from beginning to end…


MAUREEN BEADEL, Maroochydore, Qld.





St. Michael and Our Lady


	My son often speaks to the lads at work. He said one day: “it’s amazing how people who wear signs or medals about the devil are never questioned. But wear (which he does) St. Michael or Our Lady and they are frothing at the mouth”. But it often gives him the chance to enlighten some lads. By the way, my son is a merchant seaman.			 GEMMA MANUEL, Chrystal Brook, S.A.





The Valtorta Books


	Very slowly, I have almost completed the five volumes of The Poem. I always had to read some of where I left off, before starting again, and reading every word, because every word was precious…


PAT FRASER, Padbury, W.A.





	I have finished The Poem, so now I am starting again - slowly. How much I missed on the first reading, because I was so anxious to hear it all. Now I can really savour every word.


FAY VON DEMLEUX, Clybucca, N.S.W.





I'm reading The Poem  for the second time, and have just started on Jesus' first year of public life in Volume 1. I'm picking up on things that I missed the first time around, and will probably encounter other missed bits as I make my way to Volume 5. I truly believe that by reading The Poem (and any of Maria's other works), it helps me to live a holier life, and I want to try and imitate the Holy Family and apply their ways into my  life.


CARMEL TANNA, Homebush, NSW.





I don't know how you do it. You must send your packages by Angel Mail and not air mail. My order you mailed - according to the postmark - on the 27th February, arrived intact and ok today (Monday 3rd March) at my doorstep. It was here when I got home from work. Its either that or the Lord knows how much more reading I need to do and just doesn't want to hold me up. Thanks for the prompt service. My book orders from within the US take at least eight days usually...... 


BEN GUNTER, Loogootee Indiana, U.S.A.


	(Somebody is sure looking after us Ben. - Ed.)





The 1945-50 Notebooks


	(Many messages echoed the joy of receiving - at long last - Maria Valtorta’s final Notebooks. These are just some of these - Ed.)





I received the 1945-50 Notebooks yesterday afternoon, [and expect it to be] a book of wonderful, spiritual enlightenment. I only had time to glance through it, here and there, but it is every bit as good as all her other books.


DARRELL PARMETER, New Lambton, NSW.





	Thank you for the new Notebooks. I’ve just finished re-reading the 1944 Notebooks, so I will go straight on to 1945…


DOT CLAYTON, Killara, N.S.W.





The “Pilgrim’s Guide…”





Those who read and love The Poem will be ever grateful… for its production. Almost 200 pages enables instant access to so many different subjects and topics.


FR. FRANK MAKER S.J. (Editor: Messenger of the Two Hearts), Hampton Vic.





Received the revised and expanded "Pilgrims Guide to The Poem”, along with the text and CD of the “Luminous Mysteries." I'm grateful for both, and am especially thrilled with the expanded "Guide"… It is great to see all that information in the expanded index.


FR. AL WINSHMAN, Boston MA, U.S.A.





	The “Pilgrim’s Guide”… is beautifully done. I often use it for Sunday and week-day Gospel readings, [as it] enlarges the Gospel story.


My neighbour wanted to hear if Mary Magdalene and Mary of Bethany were two different persons. This was bothering her, so I researched with The Poem and gave her the passages that clarified that [the two were] the same. Then I remembered the booklet: “The Story of Mary Magdalene” that I bought a long time ago [which was] more comprehensive. I shall give it to her to read…


CHARLES DONOVAN, Koondoola, W.A.





�
The Bulletins and Supplements


	The latest bulletin was good and thoughtful reading, as always. The excerpts, chosen for hope and strength to face these difficult times, were inspiring and help to renew one’s faith.


SHELAGH GOONEWARDENE, Burwood, Vic.





Many thanks for the latest bulletin. I was thrilled to see the passage on “The Name of Jesus”. After my heart transplant 12 years ago, I used to pray and sing only one word - the Holy Name of Jesus - all the way to the hospital and back (one and a half hours each way) on the constant hospital visits. That was later replaced by the beautiful Rosary tapes. I think I’ll revert to the Holy Name prayer more often after this little reminder, as only Jesus knows the love and gratitude and trust that His Name inspires in me. Of course, my health has always been so good post-transplant, and I attribute this only to His Divine Will. May He always be praised and loved…


SHARON McCOURT, Torquay, Vic.





	A million and one thanks for the latest bulletin and supplement. As usual, I cannot wait to finish my chores - as I can reward myself time to sit and read. I can’t think of a better reward to have.


	I’ve introduced two new people to Maria. A dear friend of mine… is joining “the club”, [and another] is interested - I’ve lent her a couple of books to look at.


ANGELA PAYNE, Duncraig, W.A.





	I was delighted with the little prayer to the angels when we’re travelling (see Bulletin #29). I’ve been saying it ever since - it’s so easy and it covers everything…


MARY ROSS, Seymour, Vic.





	The bulletin’s extracts on Hope are a great blessing.


PAT EDSTEIN, Indooroopilly, Qld.





	Many thanks for remembering me with each publication of the bulletins… I trust that this work will continue.


	At present my time as a missionary here in PNG is rapidly approaching the end… I will let you know, as I look forward to each bulletin.


	I spent a few weeks with my sister, Tess Allison, in Bairnsdale, who is also much appreciative of these bulletins…


	I pray that you will be spared, as long as you are needed. May God continue to bless this great work.


BROTHER FABER, Wewak, Papua New Guinea.


	(What a great work Maria Valtorta writings certainly are! Bro. Faber’s words remind me of the little prayer in the last bulletin “Lord, give me work till my life is ended, and give me life till my work is done. Amen.”  Ed.)





	I was going back over previous bulletins to the first one in April 1996 - how the time has flown. It was so interesting, and I found John Haffert’s article wonderful. He says it all, when he says that The Poem brings Jesus and the Gospels “alive”… [People] don’t realise what they’re missing.				   MARY ROSS, Seymour, Vic.








“Forgiving is the fragrance that a rose sheds


on the heel that has crushed it.” - Mark Twain.








The Gospel Meditated Rosary


	The [“Luminous Mysteries”] tape was wonderful. Played it rightaway.


MONA WILLIAMS, Golden Square, Vic.





	Love the tapes. Listen to them all the time.


KATH O’CALLAGHAN, Rosedale, Vic.





I loved the CD of the Luminous Mysteries, and I think a recording of “Love Me As Eucharist” suggested by Ed is a wonderful idea.


MICK GOAN, Springsure, Qld.�


	Many thanks for the Rosary Meditation booklets… I always meditated on the writings of Maria Valtorta when saying the Rosary. Her vivid descriptions always stayed in my memory - I enjoyed her books so much…


MYREE WATERS, Tarcutta, N.S.W.





Feedback from North America


I shared the True Wisdom reading you send out yesterday. This was a response that I received, and I want to share it with you. 


“Lee, I shared this with email friends, and also posted it to a website that I frequent. I had sooooo many positive responses. It was amazing how many people said, "This is just what I needed, just when I needed it." I wanted to share that with you, since you got the ball rolling with it this morning. 


“Also, one of my friends said she forwarded it to several people, and one of them actually knows who the author is... it's Helen Mallicoat.”


Thank you for coming to Chicagoland and sharing God's Word and the Valtorta revelations with us. 


LEE CARPENTER, Johnsburg IL, U.S.A.


	(Below again is the reading, from Bulletin #25 - Ed.)





TRUE WISDOM


I was regretting the past, and fearing the future.


Suddenly, my Lord was speaking.


“My name is “I AM”. He paused. I waited. He continued:-


“When you live in the past with its mistakes and regrets,


it is hard. I am not with you. My name is not I WAS.


“When you live in the future with its problems and fears,


it is hard. I am not with you. My name is not I WILL BE.


“When you live in this moment,


it is not hard. I am with you. My name is I AM.”


(Source unknown)





Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group


	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $8.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.





	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]


