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EDITORIAL


Dear Readers,


	Catch-up Time?


	The year 2002 was an extraordinarily busy and fruitful time for this poor, aging pilgrim. It saw the completion of the third and augmented edition of “The Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God”; a “valtortling” trip to the North Island of New Zealand; the sudden arrival of JP2’s Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary (now an eagerly sought-after addition to the Gospel Meditated Rosary set); and the completion of seven years of the Readers’ Group’s quarterly bulletins.


January 2003 seemed like a good time to sit back, catch up with unfinished business, and take a nice rest. And what happens? Somebody “up there” must have been listening, and yours truly is off to North America for another little “valtortling” escapade. And who’s complaining? What a wonderful privilege it is to be a pipeline for Maria Valtorta’s wonderful writings, and to be meeting some of the 100 or more Readers’ Group members and other contacts from North America - in the flesh!


The visit is planned for the second half of March, and details are now being finalised (that’s why this bulletin is a couple of weeks early). As most e-mail members live in North America,  a preliminary itinerary is set out below:


14 March Orange County (L.A.) Contact: Tom Dube in Seattle, on 425-820-1260, or contact David before 13th March (see above for contact numbers).


15 March Los Angeles Contact: Josephine Shiplacoff on 310 474-3600.


17 March Phoenix/Scottsdale Contact: Ed Ford on 480 991-4860.


19 March Birmingham (Alabama) Contact: David.


21 March Atlanta/Conyers Contact: Juan Ruiz on 770 918-5235 (W), or 770 388-9459 (H).


22-24 March Chicago Contact: Mary Devon, on 847 520-8749 (W), or 630 978-4081 (H).


27-28 March Montreal Contact: Adele Plamondon on 514 630-7649.


30 March Calgary (AB, Canada) Contact: Patrick Owens on 403 244-5000.


	[These gatherings will probably be more low-key than they might sound.]


	If you live in the U.S. or Canada and didn’t get an “exploratory” message last month, and you wish to be sent a “final details” circular when venues and times are available, please let me know.


	Arrangements are being made to have all the Valtorta books for sale at each venue, and I’ll be shipping ahead a selection of Readers’ Group’s productions - including the new Pilgrim’s Guide, the Rosary tapes, CDs and Booklets, and some of the other booklets.


At Calgary I’m looking forward to meeting up with Patrick Owens, who wrote “The Day it Rained at Cowley” (about Father Violini, in Bulletin #27’s Supplement), which touched so many readers’ hearts.





Seven Years of Bulletins


	Preparing for this issue, I was thinking of the times we are now living in. The need for “hope” - amidst the barraging messages of conflict, terror and fear constantly thrown at us by the media - came strongly to my mind. I started work on a supplement with this theme, then a little bell rang inside my forgetful head, and I “discovered” that “Hope Beyond Hope” had already been compiled as a supplement to Bulletin #16. Tell me if you want a copy.





“To my dentures I’m accustomed, to my deafness


I’m resigned. I can live with my bi-focals,


but Oh! How I miss my mind!”





	So I decided to comb through the 28 bulletins and their supplements, linking the word “Hope” to present times. The result: this issue’s Supplement “What Now?”	





The “Luminous Mysteries”


	There has been quite a run on this new Rosary - so much so that a re-print of the Booklet has already been done, and another batch of the Audio Tapes is almost completed. It’s interesting to note that there is much less demand for the CDs - for the Luminous AND the other three Rosaries - than for the audio tapes.


Since the rush to have the “Luminous” booklet available before Christmas, two significant errors were discovered. Those who have this first printing please note:


On page 14, before the 5th line, insert Hail Mary.


On page 18, 12th to 16th lines, delete the words: “112 there follows… Father Migliorini.”


																		





Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group


	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $8.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.





	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]








The 1945-50 Notebooks


	At the time of writing, I’m told that the new Notebooks, now on a ship due in Australia on 20th of February, are already available in some other countries.





 “Fire Within”


	This publication by Father Thomas Dubay, previously thought to be out of print, will soon be back in stock. I value this book profoundly - the following comment appeared in Bulletin #6:


“…This encapsulates the teachings of St. John of the Cross and St. Teresa of Avila, is riveted to the Gospels, and explains in lay persons’ terms what contemplative or ‘infused’ prayer is, and how we may arrive at this state. Both saints are emphatic that we are all called to the summit which, as John puts it, ‘a mortal tongue finds indescribable’ (p. 211). Then John says: ‘O souls, created for these grandeurs and called to them! How are you spending your time?’” The price of “Fire Within” is to be advised.


	


May God bless and keep you all.


	David D. Murray.


Editor and Assistant Convenor.





†   R I P   †


Please pray for the souls of


Kathleen Skinner of Richmond, S.A.,


who died on 9th October 2002;


Hilda May Peters - mother of Bruce Peters, from


Devonport Tasmania, who died on 22nd October 2002;


Jean Batchelor, from Hurstbridge, Victoria,


who died on 20th November 2002;  and


Byron Moss, husband of Mary, from KOONORIGAN NSW, who died on 10th January 2003.





																	


					   	LETTERS								


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





The Valtorta Books	


I have loved Maria Valtorta’s books for many years. When I finish, I start reading them again.


WILGA McELROY, Pt. Noarlunga South, S.A.





I've just had a marathon sitting at my boarder's computer reading all the wonderful information on Maria Valtorta's writings that you emailed me a few days ago. I really enjoyed it - and can't wait for the next installment. 


MARIANNE VERSLUYS, Hamilton, New Zealand.





	The Poem of the Man-God books are very spiritual and, praise God, He has blessed me with wonderful peace. [Also] the Luminous Mysteries tape is superb.


PAMELA MIDDLETON, Christies Beach, S.A.





	Things are going fairly well with the library - The Poem books are very popular, and nearly all out on loan. 


REX EVANS, Onga Onga, New Zealand


	(During my recent visit to N.Z., I was privileged to be at the opening of Rex and Adriene’s new Christian book library. They have (I think) two sets of The Poem - Ed.)





	How grateful I am to be part of the Readers’ Group, and I really appreciate the material presented to us, in these difficult times…       MARY BERGER, Glenroy, Vic.





I really enjoy the writings on the internet. I have made copies and shared them with others. One man was on his death bed, he loved the Stars… but was not sure about Jesus. I was blessed to give him the one about the stars, before he died. You see I work Hospice as a nurse assistance. Our Lord is so good and merciful.. Amen 


KATHY JACKSON, Oklahoma, U.S.A.


	 (See http://www.bardstown.com/~brchrys/index.html


The passage on the stars is from the 1944 Notebooks, June 12 and June 20, and the 1945-50 Notebooks, March 22, 1945. - Ed.)





The New “Pilgrim’s Guide…”


	Very special thanks for the 3rd edition of the “Pilgrim’s Guide…” I am delighted with the English map that you got permission to print, and the list of localities where Jesus went to evangelize (pages 88-98). What a wonderful library of videotapes the angelic cameramen have stored away in the archives in Heaven, that will give us joy when we get there! We will surely be heavenly couch potatoes as we watch them again and again. And in addition we will have the filmed lives of the apostles and of each of the saints and martyrs. So congrats. to Dave Webster. When he publishes his study guide in 2003, may he tell us where that puzzling place “Cintium” is?


	This third edition of the Guide is a richer treasure than the second…	   FATHER TOM O’NEILL S.J., Singapore.





	The “Pilgrim’s Guide…” has been useful, and the map is a great idea. In her first reading of The Poem, my friend Nola picked up that there were two Bethlehems, and could find no other information to confirm this (at the time). She read the books much more carefully than I did (probably through her Anglican Bible studies). That intrigued me, so I too began - in a limited fashion - to look up some details. NOW, it will be very easy! I can imagine colour-coding places of interest… one can get so carried away!!


	I’m glad (?) that The Poem is attacked from time to time. This confirms that it comes from God. EVERYTHING holy is attacked - remember, even poor Mother Teresa endured adverse media attention from those who should know better.


	Do you live, breathe, eat and sleep Valtorta? I have been doing some other reading - like St. Teresa of Avila etc., and am anxious to finish my piles so that I can drown myself in the real world of Jesus, Mary et al. I can’t imagine ever tiring of Maria’s writings… May the Holy Spirit, through His mouthpiece, continue to touch our lives.


EVA RICHTER, Northam, W.A.





Thank you for the great new Pilgrim's Guide. My dear pastor was so excited to receive it, and I am happy to get my own copy back which he has had for several months.


JACQUELINE HENSS, Pioneer CA, U.S.A.





The Luminous Mysteries


	I read the “Luminous Mysteries” straight away. Fantastic!							 SHARON McCOURT, Torquay, Vic.





	May I have a copy of the tape: “Mysteries of Light”? It will be great to listen to it. The Rosary has always been a favourite prayer of mine, and the tapes make it so much better.					    ANGELA PAYNE, Duncraig, W.A.





I welcome these Mysteries with an open heart, as they serve to add even more sweetness to this already illuminating and uplifting prayer.


FRANCES GALEA, West Mackay, Qld.





Thank you for the Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary. Maria Valtorta is a most gracious and holy person whom God has chosen to illuminate us…


FATHER THEOPHANE McEWEN, Marrickville, NSW.





The booklets and tapes arrived today in the mail! I'm amazed how quick they came!! All in perfect shape.


        MARIAN VAN DEN MAYDENBERG, Laurel DE, USA.





	I have often thought it was a big jump from Jesus being found by Mary and Joseph in the Temple - to the Agony in the Garden in the Sorrowful Mysteries. I agree that the new Mysteries of the Rosary are inspired.


RITA TAYLOR, Hamilton. Vic.





	The Luminous Mysteries tape made Christmas for me - I hope many people obtain a copy. It certainly gives me much to meditate upon, [especially] the passage from Maria’s Guardian Angel Azariah on the Eucharist…


ANNE DEVELIN, Mansfield, Vic.





The Luminous Mysteries CD and tape are pure joy - what heavenly words they are.


GWEN STORY, Waipawa, New Zealand.





(In an email to my friend Ed, I said that the fifth Mystery, for me, is the absolute treasure of these Luminous Mysteries. This is part of Ed’s reply:)


And that's what got me excited, the sense of spiritual awareness I had as I listened to your words (actually His words). Perhaps both an audio and a CD recording of Love Me As Eucharist with a sub-title, for listening with ear phones, then meditating for a while, [would be helpful] during Eucharistic Adoration. This would be a whole new way of spending time in front of the Blessed Sacrament. Many people read - why not listen, then stop and think. Wow, I like that idea!! Thanks Lord!


ED FORD, Scottsdale AZ, U.S.A.





A Motorist’s Prayer


(One night last October, during my valtortling visit to New Zealand, I stayed with Louise Dowman and her two sisters. Off to Wellington next morning, I couldn’t get my rented car to start. Louise gave me a little piece of advice about unlocking the steering wheel - and off I went. Louise writes…)


	“I ain’t much of a mechanic I tell you - but here is a little prayer a cousin gave to me… Say this when you get into your car - no matter where you’re going - it does work:


Saint Michael to the right of me


Saint Gabriel to the left of me


Saint Raphael in front of me


My Guardian Angel behind me -


Surrounded by the Precious Blood of Jesus.”


LOUISE DOWMAN, Feilding, New Zealand.





Bulletins and Supplements


	Many thanks for the wonderful Bulletins that have been constantly arriving every few months. It has been great to receive them, with their uplifting information.


GERALD HERDEN, Gunnedah, NSW.





Thank you for another wonderful year of reading, through the Readers’ Group. The supplements are so timely, enriching and updating. The edited version of Rosarium Virginis Mariae was much appreciated. I agree that it is the “most wonderful teaching document on the Rosary I have ever read”… I wonder how many parishes have not yet heard the Holy Father’s wonderful writings and instructions…				    MAUREEN WRIGHT, Lurnea, NSW.





	Thank you for these inspiring words each three months - I look forward to them always, and wish that they were more frequent… Indeed, in these most distressing times for our church and faith, we are truly blessed with our gift from God of The Poem. So many have no idea of the depth of His love in giving us these works…			


MARY ROSS, Seymour, Vic.





The Rose Petal - Still at Work


(This message is a follow-up from an initial inquiry about the rose petal - Ed.)


Thank you so much for sending me that newsletter, I had no idea that their were so many readers of Valtorta in Australia and around the world. As I read peoples’ comments, I was consoled and happy that others find peace and truth in her writings, especially many who have experienced that some passages are linked to our daily lives. I have experienced that some passages tie into the homilies at church, and some teachings are for me only. The Lord often lets me read what I need to understand in that particular day. which I am convinced is the work of the Holy Spirit… I’ve read The Poem twice, and I’m just finishing the Notebooks. I’ve lost interest in TV, and am at much peace.


I’m Sicilian, from Palermo, but now I’m living in New York. Thanks again, and I would like to continue receiving the newsletter if that’s OK. Thanks for the story on the petal - it’s beautiful! PAOLA  PICCIOTTI, New York, U.S.A.


	(Paola, you are now on the bulletin’s e-mailing list - Ed)





	(A most moving letter from “Elizabeth” - with reports of the Kairos prison ministry team of which she is a member, and feedback on the Kairos program from some prison inmates - has been held over till the next issue. - Ed)





Lord, Give me work till my life is ended,


and give me life till my work is done. Amen





IT’S NEVER TOO LATE





	(The apostles are becoming very agitated with the behaviour of Judas Iscariot, and Jesus reminds them that they will be asked by God the Father to account for what they did to redeem him.  He says:)


	« ... To foresee more or less exactly the future of a heart, does not exempt anyone from persevering until the end, to save a heart from being ruined... Many times God, the Almighty, the Everything, waits for a creature, a mere nothing, to make or not to make a sacrifice, to say a prayer, in order to condemn or not condemn a spirit. It is never late, never too late, to try and hope to save a soul… »  (Vol. 4, p. 656-7)
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2-4	Testimony on Poem of the Man-God by John Haffert 


(the editor’s favourite testimony) - Part 1.


 	Current list of Valtorta publications.


#2: 1    The Rose Petal with the Face of the Crucified Jesus.


2-3 John Haffert’s testimony - Part 2.


4    First letters received from readers.


#3: 1    Counter-arguments to attacks on The Poem;


             Jesus’ 2,000th Birthday (according to Diary of Jesus).


2    The Poem and the Vatican;


             “Mother and Mediatrix” – poem from a member.


      3-4 Letters (including wonderful testimony from Barry


Whateley);  plus passage: “To Love Jesus through Mary”.


#4:	1	Reflection on the bulletins;  Some sub-titles from the


new English translation of Notebooks 1943.


      2-4 Extracts from Book of Azariah: “Azariah guides us”.


      4-6 More letters (now a permanent bulletin feature)


1997


#5:	1	Obedience to Church Authorities.


2	The Complete Valtorta Works.


Sp	Extracts from Notebooks 1943 and Sunrise of Truth.


#6: 1	The first “valtortling” journey.


      2     “Parable of the Two Coins” from The Poem;


A note on Father Dubay’s Fire Within.


     3-4  Letters (incl. a reader’s “Reflection on the Ascension”).


Sp	“The Formation of Maria Valtorta”; 


plus extracts from Notebooks 1943.


#7:	1-2	More notes on Fire Within.


      2-3 Criticisms of The Poem can be distractions.


      3-4 The Douay-Rheims Bible and some missing verses.


Sp	A Meditated Rosary – the Third Glorious Mystery.


#8:	1	Spreading the word.


1-2	The Rosary – Selections.


2-4 Father Berti’s Testimony;  “The Purifying Fire of Love”; 


      Audio Tapes: # 1 “Introduction to Maria Valtorta”, & 


# 2 “For Children and the Young at Heart”.


Sp	“Portraits of Jesus and Mary”;  and


			“To Perdition or Perfection”.


1998


#9:	   1	  A new bulletin format; More on the Audio Tapes; 


  “Valtortling” again; and Scripture Cross-referencing.


         2-3 A Prophesy and a Treasure of Love, from The Poem.


  Sp  “Come, Holy Spirit” (12-pages of extracts).


#10: 1	   The “Jesus” Rosary.


         1-2  The Ven. Allegra’s Testimony on The Poem.


  3-4   Short story:  Roman soldiers after the Crucifixion.


  Sp   “The Genesis and Activity of a Soul”:


          Part 1 – “In God’s Image and Likeness” (12p).


#11: 1	   Staying on Track.


1-2	“Why Peter” (extracts from The Poem).


Sp   “The Genesis and Activity of a Soul”:  Part 2 – “A Soul’s Journey towards its Eternal Destination”


#12: 1	  The 1998 supplements – “A Special Set”.


1-2  “Incrementalism”.


   Sp	  “Abba! Father!” (16-pages of extracts, plus index).











1999


#13: 1	  “A Pilgrim’s Guide…”; Internet site; Sunday Gospel tapes


  2	  Notebooks 1944: Some highlights.


  4	 A “lead-up” to the End Times (Vol. 5, p. 45)


  Sp “Peace, Agitation and Discernment”.


#14: 1	 The Mary Magdalene booklet.


		  “King of the House” prayer.


	  2	 Testimony of Father Al Winshman S.J.


	  4	 “Forgiveness” booklet; audio tapes; “Pilgrim’s Guide…”


	Sp	 “Forgiving, and Being Forgiven”.


#15: 1	 “Reconciliation” booklet.


	  2	 Reply to criticism of The Poem.


	  3	 “Thinking of Meeting as a Group?”.


	Sp	 “The Sacrament of Reconciliation”.


#16: 1	 The Maria Valtorta Meditation Rosaries.


	  2	 Purgatory, and Maria’s mother.


	Sp	 “Hope Beyond Hope”.


2000


#17: 1	 New booklets: “Love and Pain” and “Joseph”.


		 “A Taste of Hell”.


	(Enclosed) “Prayer of Suffering”.


	Sp	“Love and Pain - the Path to Holiness” (Abridged),


#18: 1	“Love Me as Eucharist” booklet.


		New: Readers’ Group Valtorta Web-site.


		Craig Rogers’ Thesis on The Poem.


	  3	Many letters about the Gospel Meditated Rosary.


	Sp	“Love Me as Eucharist” (Abridged).


#19: 1	Never Give Up on a Soul.


	  2	Maria Valtorta’s Later Years.


	Sp	“The Ten Commandments”.


#20: 1	 More “valtortling”; and “The Priests of Jesus” booklet.


	 1-4 A treasure-chest of letters.


	 Sp	 “Mary, and the Priests of Jesus”(from “Priests” booklet).


2001


#21: 1	  Prayer and Fasting; A new, comprehensive booklet on Prayer


	  Sp  “A Prison Experience”, & Notes on Fasting.


#22: 1	  Booklet: “What Greater Love?” (Jesus: both God and Man)


		  Why the little booklets?; Ines Campos (deceased)


	  2	  Craig Rogers: Thesis update;  Time, Precious Time


	  Sp  “Living and Surviving in a Hostile World”


#23: 1	  “Marriage and Family Life, with Jesus, Mary & Joseph”;


	  2	  and “The Strength and Value of Woman” (2 new booklets)


		  “Three Little Spiders” - A true story.


	  Sp  “A Taste of Hell”


#24: 1	  2001: A year on Marriage and Family


		  Chaplet of the Holy Family - CD & Tape, and Transcript


		  An Audio Tape on the Christmas Gospels


	  2	  Father Anthony Fisher’s Homily on the Holy Family


		  “Ave Joseph”


	  Sp  “The Mission of our Guardian Angels”


2002


#25: 1-4  Re-print of “The Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus”;


		  “Prelude to the Passion” - tape; An agent in North America;


		  A letter from “Elizabeth”.


  Sp  “Love thy Neighbour as thyself” - Jesus, John & Judas.


#26: 1-3  “Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem” - augmented Third Edition


	  Sp  Free Will, and the Cross-roads of Remorse


#27: 1-4  Feed-back in the new “Pilgrim’s Guide…)


	  Sp  Lessons through Maria; “The Day it Rained at Cowley”


#28: 1-2 The new “Luminous Mysteries”


	  Sp  Pope JP2’s Apostolic Letter on the “Mysteries of Light”


													


