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EDITORIAL


Dear Readers,


The Mysteries of Light


On 16th October last, Pope John Paul II released his Apostolic Letter Rosariom Virginis Mariae, in which he proposed a new 5-Mystery Rosary, highlighting some of the events of Jesus’ public life. At the time, I was “valtortling” through the North Island of New Zealand. When I got to my last calling place at Hamilton, on 21st October, the news of this new Rosary - to be called the Mysteries of Light, or the Luminous Mysteries - had spread quickly through the groups I met with.


Back in Australia later that week, I found the papal letter on the Internet, printed it out, and then it hit home. This, for me, was the most wonderful teaching document on the Rosary I had ever read! I then edited it to a size small enough for a Supplement to this latest Bulletin, and e-mailed this “advance copy” to the 300 or more Valtorta readers and inquirers in my computer’s e-mail address book. (If you haven’t received your copy, please advise, and I will forward one to you.)


John Paul II has not only given us this wonderful teaching on the Rosary, but, I believe, his selection of the five Luminous Mysteries is truly inspired. These are:


The Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan;


The Wedding Feast at Cana;


The Kingdom of God;


The Transfiguration; and 


The Institution of the Eucharist.


	Searching out the substance and the interlinking of these five themes - from all the chapters of Jesus’ public life described in The Poem of the Man-God - has been an “enlightening” experience. And what a joy it has been to be able to interact, in the process, with people like Johnny Canterella and Dale Gordon-Stewart from Australia, Ed Ford and Tom Dube from the U.S.A., and Helen Minter (whose e-mail address I have, but of whose whereabouts on this planet I’ve yet to check!) The big surprise and wonder for us all has been adventuring into the central mystery of The Kingdom of God!


The first outcome, from this gathering of treasures, has been the completion of yet another transcript booklet, with 50 passages on these Luminous Mystery themes - interspersed between the Hail Maries of the Rosary. This will be the fourth in the Gospel Meditated Rosary series.


A second outcome has been the production of CDs - as well as audio tapes - for all four Rosaries. Last week, some 80 or so tiny sections were electronically edited from the existing three Rosary tapes - to reduce each in size to below the 79-minute maximum for this medium. The aims were to keep the flow without losing the messages, and to avoid jerkiness in the speaking. The results are spectacularly better than I could have hoped for.


Phew! Now comes the time to assemble the components of all these, which should be completed soon after 8th December - the launching date of this Readers’ Group’s little effort for advancement of the Kingdom of God. And this just “happens” to be the Feast of Our Lady’s Immaculate Conception. Thank you Mary!


Enclosed is a quickly updated little Catalogue.





More Good News


A very rewarding outcome of the New Zealand visit has been the establishment of Readers’ Group branch in the “Land of the Long White Cloud”. Co-organiser of the visit, Gwen Story (from Waipawa, near the North Island’s east coast), has agreed to manage this branch, which will greatly assist in dissemination of Maria Valtorta material in New Zealand. Gwen is now putting together a much more reader-friendly price structure for the books, and a circular is being mailed out to the 100 or so people already on our mailing lists. A big convenience factor is that people can now buy direct from Gwen, using NZ currency, as well as from Australia using Visa or Mastercard. Costs of these alternative are planned to be very similar.





And Now the “Not-so-good” News


You might have guessed it. There’s been yet another delay with the arrival of the 1945-50 Notebooks. After being assured that they would be on a container ship in November, that has not happened, and the latest is that they will be here early in the new year. Now all we can do is just wait a little longer. Unless you tell me otherwise, I’ll send the new book - as soon as it arrives - to all who have confirmed their order.


	May God give to you, and to your families, an abundance of His joy and His peace, this coming Christmas.





	David D. Murray


	Editor and Assistant Convenor.








THE MARRIAGE FEAST AT CANA (Jn. 2:1-11)


(From The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, pp. 280-5, and Vol. 5, p. 846)





	Our Father…





1	(Mary arrives at a two-storey house in Cana…)


She climbs up the outside staircase, enters a large hall… takes off Her mantle, and kindly helps to finish laying the tables… She smiles, speaks very little… listens a lot, and with so much patience.


A loud sound of musical instruments (not very harmonious) is heard coming from the road. They all rush out, with the exception of Mary. I see the bride come in, smartly dressed and happy, surrounded by relatives and friends. The bridegroom, who was the first to rush out and meet her, is now beside her.





Hail Mary…











2	I now see a village… And I see Jesus, with John… and Judas Thaddeus… When He hears the sound of the instruments… Jesus, smiling, says: « Let us go and make My Mother happy. » And He starts walking across the fields towards the house, with His two companions…


When Jesus arrives, the landlord, his son the bridegroom, and Mary go down to meet Him. They greet Him respectfully, then they greet the other two… A kiss trembles on Mary's lips, but it is not given. She only lays Her little white hand on Jesus’ shoulder, and lightly touches a curl of His long hair. The caress of a chaste lover.





Hail Mary…





3	The women start bustling about, adding seats and plates for the three guests, who, apparently, were not expected…


I can distinctly hear the Master's full, virile, most sweet voice say on entering the hall: « May peace be in this house, and the blessing of God on you all. » A greeting of majesty addressed to all the people present… He seems to be the king of the banquet, more than the groom, more than the landlord. No matter how humble and obliging, He is the one who dominates…





Hail Mary…





4	The banquet starts. And I can assure you that they lack neither appetite nor thirst. The ones who eat and drink little are Jesus and His Mother, Who speaks very little. Jesus talks a little more… He is kind, but not talkative…


Mary notices that the servants are talking in low voices to the steward, who looks very embarrassed… « Son », She whispers in a low voice, thus drawing Jesus' attention. « Son, they have no more wine. »


« Woman, what is there still between Me and You? » Jesus, when saying these words, smiles even more gently, and Mary smiles too. They are like two people aware of some truth which is their joyful secret...





Hail Mary…





5	(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


« The word "still", which is omitted by many translators, is the keyword of the sentence…


From the moment My mission started, I was no longer the Son submissive to My Mother, but I was the Servant of God. My moral ties with My Mother were broken, they had turned into higher bonds, all of a spiritual nature… But our love suffered no interruptions, neither did it even cool down. Nay, it was never so perfect as when I was separated from Her as by a second birth, when She gave Me to the world - and for the world - as the Messiah and Evangeliser… »





Hail Mary…





6	« That word "still", forgotten by most, meant this: "You were everything for Me, Mother, as long as I was only Jesus of Mary of Nazareth. And You are everything in My spirit. But since I became the expected Messiah, I belong to My Father. Wait for a little while… and You will have Me for ever when You are triumphant in Heaven. But now I belong to all these men. And I belong to the Father, Who sent Me to them"…


That is the sense of that short but meaningful "still". »





Hail Mary…





7	(Maria resumes her description of the wedding…)


Mary says to the servants: « Do what He will tell you. » In the smiling eyes of Her Son, Mary has read His consent… And Jesus says to the servants: « Fill the jars with water. »


I see the servants filling the jars with water brought from the well… I see the steward pour out some of the liquid with astonished eyes. He tastes it (with gestures of even greater astonishment), relishes it, and speaks to the landlord and the groom... Mary looks at Her Son once again, and smiles. Then having received a smile from Him, She bows Her head, blushing slightly. She is happy.





Hail Mary…





8	A murmur spreads throughout the hall, they all turn their heads towards Jesus and Mary… Then a moment's silence, which is immediately broken by an outburst of praises for Jesus. He stands up and simply says: « Thank Mary » and withdraws from the banquet. His disciples follow Him. On the threshold He repeats: « May peace be in this house, and God's blessing on you. » And He adds: « Goodbye, Mother. »





	Hail Mary…





9	(Jesus then says to Maria Valtorta:)


	« My first miracle happened because of Mary… I never refuse My Mother anything, and because of Her prayer I bring forward also the time of grace… I wanted to make Her power known to the world, together with Mine. Since She was destined to be joined to Me in the flesh, it was fair She should be joined to Me in the power that is shown to the world…


I say to you what I said to the guests: "Thank Mary. It is through Her that you had with you the Master of the miracle, and you have My graces, particularly those of forgiveness"… »





	Hail Mary…





10	(In one of His last teachings before ascending into Heaven, Jesus talks of marriage…)


	« Marriage is a grave and holy act. And to prove that, I took part at a wedding and I worked My first miracle there. But woe if it degenerates into lust and whim. Let marriage, the natural contract between man and woman, be elevated to a spiritual contract, by which the souls of two people who love each other swear to serve the Lord in reciprocal love, offered to the Lord in obedience to His order of procreation, to give children to the Lord… »  





Hail Mary…





Glory be…





Oh my Jesus…











†   R I P   †


Please pray for the soul of Derek Stone,


of West Hobart, Tasmania,


who died on 30th October 2002.











																	


						   	LETTERS							


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





The Maria Valtorta Books


I finished the fifth volume this year on July 4th (our Independence Day) - I was truly blessed... God's timing for me to read the Passion during Easter week made that Holy Week all the more spiritually fulfilling! Praise God!


THERESA TOWNSEND, Elk Grove CA, U.S.A.





	With all the volumes, I have a lifetime of reading and learning at hand. It’s wonderful how the timing of what I read falls into the events of my life and the liturgical year, without any premeditated organisation on my part. The recent abominations of cruelty and abuse revealed in the Church have really shocked and wounded me. May The Poem assuage my hurt, and teach me the essence of the Man-God’s message - and His way. May it inspire me to live it!							   LEE HAN, Avoca Beach, NSW





	(From a foundation member):


	…It’s amazing how many insights keep coming up. I often think, when I am reading The Poem, that some time in the future there will be morality plays - like in the middle ages. There are so many wonderful scenes, that in my humble opinion would be great to be played out on the stage…


	I have started reading the Autobiography, and as with all Maria’s writings, I find it hard to put down.


	God bless and guide… this wonderful apostolate, which certainly has grown like the mustard seed.


JOAN LILL, Narrandera, N.S.W.





Bulletins and Supplements


Thanks for the latest bulletin, They're always a joy to receive. It's wonderful to read the comments of other kindred spirits who have been touched as I have by Maria's works. Up until I starting reading the Poem I'd never read a book more than twice in my life, yet I've just started on my fourth reading of the Poem. By Christmas I'll be just about ready for the 45/50 Notebooks…


MICK GOAN, Springsure, Qld.





I enjoyed reading [the bulletin and supplement] so much, especially about that beautiful priest in Canada. I found his story so inspiring and full of hope just now. With all that is happening to our Priests, in our Church, it is so timely. I realise the Beautiful Holy Spirit gives us such joy, and shows us that he always keeps his promises…


I know that Mary our Mother will heed our pleas and will help us, as we are in a war in which the evil one is waging against our Church, and these times are most dangerous in all of man’s History


GERDA HUGHES, Mullumbimby, NSW.





	I love to meditate on the bulletins and supplements. Family commitments do not permit much leisure to sit and prayerfully read from The Poem, however I do read each supplement, and it “does me good”…


MARY BILLINGS, Nambour, Qld.





The New Edition of the “Pilgrim’s Guide”


May God be praised for the NEW Pilgrim's Guide! Thanks to all those who had previewed the latest edition in the Bulletin. After reading their testimonies concerning the value of the update, I knew I would have to get this edition as well. I am so thankful I did. Please pass on my thanks to Dave Webster - the map is great…


It’s great to be in touch with others who love the inspiring works of Maria Valtorta as much as I do.


LORRAINE HAYDON, Woodlands, W.A.





	The third edition of the Pilgrim’s Guide is so extensive and informative… I doubt it can get any better than this! I particularly like Fr. Dreyfus’ quote on the back cover,


	I was just as excited, maybe even more, when I then discovered the wonderful map! You mentioned the map… but to actually see it is another thing. As my eyes gazed over it, I came across places I’d always wondered where they were located - such as Clear Water, Kerioth and Endor. For me, this has been the most wonderful thing since reading The Poem.


	I must comment on Tom Dubé’s paragraph on page 2 of the (last) bulletin: “I realised long ago… as recorded by Valtorta…” In it Tom talks about the incredible perfection of Jesus, and describes this perfectly. Often when there was an awkward situation about to happen in The Poem, I would say to myself: “I wonder how Jesus is going to handle this one”. Tom sure does get it right when he says: “His absolute perfection in handling all problems, decisions, advice, acts of charity, conversations and any other type of action, is really superhuman”…


CARMEL TANNA, Homebush, N.S.W.





The Gospel Meditated Rosary Tapes


	I am lost without my tapes… This beautiful prayer has become my constant friend. Before I used to listen to classical music while driving - now I find that nothing replaces the Rosary…			   ANGELA PAYNE, Duncraig, W.A.





The New Luminous Mysteries


The Rosary meditations are still my favorite -- far surpassing others that I've heard…


I was wondering how soon you'd be making a tape on the new Luminous Mysteries… Can hardly wait to hear them! Today's Gospel, Matthew 5:1-12, on the Beatitudes, on the Feast of All Saints, rang out clearly the Third Mystery of the Kingdom of God and how we can bring it about. If we imitate Christ and become "living Beatitudes" -- then, He will return to set up his Kingdom. Praise the Lord!


CAROLYN HARDAGE, Tucson AZ, USA


	(And the Beatitudes are a small but essential theme within the third Mystery - “The Kingdom of God”. - Ed.)





(From two collaborators in this project)


(Firstly from Tom, after preparing the first drafts of mysteries 1, 2, 4 and 5 - and just before we tackled “The Kingdom of God”:)


These Luminous mysteries are really going to shine! The more I look at them, the more inspired I am by their beauty and potential to illuminate and inflame souls. We are blessed by Jesus! ..


The readings compiled for at least these four mysteries are OUTSTANDING… Not only are the selected texts excellent, but the introductory words and Scripture are great...						 TOM DUBÉ, Bethell WA, U.S.A.





	(And from Ed…)


Today I took [the 1st cut] and prayed the Mysteries of Light. What a powerful, powerful experience… I learned so much, I literally experienced so much, I can't tell you how powerful it all was. Only now do I begin to realize what a powerful addition to the Rosary we've been given. Wow!… I can't imagine how much these five mysteries will impact the lives of so many, as they’re tied to works of Maria Valtorta. 		  ED FORD, Scottsdale AZ, U.S.A.





Father Violini at Cowley


	(This letter is from Patrick Owens, who sent us the story: “The Day it Rained at Cowley” - included in the supplement to Bulletin # 27. This story has had an extraordinary impact on many Readers’ Group members…)


Many and sincere thanks for the bulletins which I am reading and finding new items I never saw before. 


I was most touched to see the account of Fr. Violini and the miracle at Cowley. Those of us who knew Fr. Gino, pray for his help and intercession in every possible need. His grave is visited every day, and people who never knew him are asking about him and praying to him for favors. I am presently engaged in writing my own personal testimony of how I met him, my first observations and impressions, how I came to be guided by him, and the amazing impact he made on me. Everyone I speak to who remember him have a special story to tell about him. Perhaps some day I will send you the 60 book pages I have about him…


A small group of us went down to Cowley this summer to pray in the church of St. Joseph's (now de-commissioned and up for sale). We met some people who remember him from the 30's and had great things to say about him. He was a fervent promoter and distributor of The Poem of Man-God, and won over many to it. In his private chapel on Sundays he used an extract as his homily. He loved every word. I am going to ask him to send you up here to Canada, to Calgary. Perhaps you can give some lectures. But be ready to answer the usual stuff about "was it not put on the index?" "Did not Cardinal Ratzinger condemn it?" It is almost driven underground here because of a terrible series of attacks that came out of the United States in the 90's. Very few priests and religious orders will touch it. But we continue to love it and we know it comes from the Holy Spirit.


PATRICK OWENS, Calgary AB, Canada.





	(In reply, I sent Patrick a copy of the back cover of the new “Pilgrim’s Guide”. It’s worth repeating here - Ed.)





WHAT CHURCH LEADERS AND SCIENTISTS SAY


ABOUT THE POEM OF THE MAN-GOD


	


	His Holiness Pope Pius XlI, February 26 1948 (In front of three witnesses): "Publish this work just as it is. There is no need to give an opinion about its origin, whether it be extraordinary or not.  Who reads it, will understand..."





	Archbishop Pasquale Macchi (Prelate Emeritus of the Pontifical Prelature or Loreto, former private secretary of Pope Paul VI), to Fr. C. M. Berti OSM, in an hour long interview (1963): "When His Holiness (Paul VI) was Archbishop of Milan, he read one of the books of The Poem of the Man-God. He told me how he appreciated it, and had me send the complete work to the Library of the diocesan Seminary."





Dr, Vittorio Tredici, geologist and mineralogist, Italy (1952):  "I wish to underline the author's unexplainably precise knowledge of Palestine in its panoramic, topographic, geological and mineralogical aspects."





Jean Aulagnier, specialist in ancient calendars, author of a book on Valtorta's work (1995):  "Having established a scientific chronology of all events and occurrences in Maria Valtorta's work, I cannot but say it remains unexplainable other than by divine intervention."





Fr. Dreyfus, of the French Biblical and Archeological School, Jerusalem (1986):  "I was greatly impressed on finding in Maria Valtorta's work the names of at least six or seven towns, which are absent from the Old and New Testaments. These names are known but to a few specialists, and through non-biblical sources... Now, how could she have known these names, if not through the revelations she claims that she had?"





Fr. Marco Giraudo, 0.P. Commissioner of the Holy Office in 1961, to Fr, Berti, representing the Order of the Servants of Mary, and made responsible for her writings by Maria Valtorta herself (1961):  "You have our complete approval to continue the publication of this second edition of Maria Valtorta's Poem of the Man-God."





Fr. Gabriel M. Roschini, professor at "Marianum", Pontifical Faculty of Theology in Rome, famous mariologist, author of 130 books, and advisor to the Holy Office (1972): "I must candidly admit that the Mariology found in Maria Valtorta's writings, whether published or not, has been for me a real discovery. No other Marian writing, not even the sum total of all the writings I have read and studied, were able to give me as clear, as lively, as complete, as luminous, or as fascinating an image, both simple and sublime, of Mary, God's masterpiece."





(The above passages have been extracted from Bro. Chrys. Castel’s


excellent Maria Valtorta web-site:  www.bardstown.com/~brchrys


Bishop Roman Danylak has given his Imprimatur to this web-site.)


																	





Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group


	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $7.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.





	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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