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EDITORIAL


Dear Readers,


One of the biggest tests for anybody is in the area of pride. The role I’ve been given in the Readers’ Group gives me so much joy, and I receive so many accolades, that there is a great temptation to absorb these as merits for myself. For many years I was a casualty of pride, and with the encouragement of Old Hairy Legs I was able to rationalise all the wrongs I used to do. There were no worries - because while I was in that frame of mind, God wasn’t getting a look-in.


Old habits die slowly, and believing there is a little bit of Judas in all of us, I have to keep reminding myself that I am just a pipeline for these wonderful teachings of Jesus and Mary, through the writings of Maria Valtorta. My main task is to keep my pipes clean, and not contaminate the flow of these wonderful lessons with my own “stuff”.


Having said this, I praise God for this priceless task I’ve been given. Perhaps it’s because He knows I’m a coward when it comes to having to take on a more difficult role. Then again, my time for that might surely come.


David D. Murray


Assistant Convenor





The New Notebooks	


Good news! The 1945-50 Notebooks have now been translated, and should be available by Christmas. If you are wanting a copy, check with the supplier in your country (postage may be cheaper), or contact the Readers’ Group. If you’ve already ordered from the Readers’ Group, please confirm your order





“A Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God”


Following earlier reports, the third edition of this Guide is now available. It reflects the continuing progress in one poor but willing soul's spiritual journey, assisted by considerable help from “above”, and from a small group of members who gave valuable advice and tangible input. It consists of two main components.


	The Indices Section now has four parts - a substantially augmented Thematic Index with some 700 themes and sub-themes; two lists of towns and localities (one alphabetical and one tracing the sequential journeys by Jesus to places referred to in The Poem’s 647 chapters), plus a chronological listing of the dates of Maria Valtorta’s visions and dictations. A fold-out map of Palestine’s towns and places (with English spelling) as in the days of Jesus, comes with the Guide.


	The Scriptural Cross-referencing has three parts.  Part 1 matches significant Gospel events with their locations in The Poem, and gives separate lists of parables and miracles: those recorded in both the Gospels and The Poem, and those found only in The Poem.  Part 2 cross-references approximately 7,000 passages from The Poem to their sources in both the Old and the New Testaments.   Part 3 reverses this process, cross-referencing these passages from the Old and New Testaments back to The Poem.  Primary Gospel verses in The Poem (actually witnessed and recorded by Maria Valtorta) are bolded and underlined,  About 99% of the verses referring to particular events in the lives of Jesus and Mary have so far been located in The Poem, and are grouped for easy tracking of daily Mass readings.


	Its augmented features include:


a new Foreword by Bishop Roman Danylak - which echoes the Imprimatur of Pope Pius XII with his own Imprimarur;


instructions on how to best use the Guide;


a chapter about Maria Valtorta - her works and their fruits;


keys to matching chapter and verse numbers of the Douay-Rheims Bible;


passages on how The Poem relates to Scripture;


eight pages of some of the compiler’s favourite passages from The Poem;


information about the Readers’ Group;


some quotes from Church leaders and scientists about The Poem and Maria Valtorta’s “unexplained precise knowledge of Palestine”; and most importantly


a fold-out map of Palestine - as in the days of Jesus - with English names.


	This edition is wire-bound as before, has an improved, colourful cover and transparent acetate protector, and comprises 186 pages. Its price is $Aust 20.00, or $Aust 15.00 for members if purchased from the Readers’ Group. It is free for purchasers of the five volumes of The Poem. As this bulletin is sent out, the exchange rate for the Australian dollar is $Aust 1.00 equals about $US 55 cents. Orders can be made by contacting the Readers’ Group in Australia (see end of bulletin). Say which country you’re from, and you’ll be advised of the cost and method of payment (preferably Visa or Mastercard). If you are from the U.S. or Canada, we’ll tell you how you could purchase within these countries also.





Acknowledgements and Feedback


Special acknowledgement is due to the advice and contributions of the following, who helped in the project:


Johnny Cantarella, with his input for the cover;


Tom Dubé, who has spent many long hours checking details in this Guide;


Ed Ford, a wise and talented publisher, advisor and mentor;


Dale Gordon-Stewart, a close friend who shares my love for this ministry;


Sister C. M., who helped at short notice with Scriptural notes; and 


Dave Webster, with his Map of Palestine and his “Localities” information. (Dave is preparing two comprehensive study guides for publication next year - more details will be passed on later.)





�
	(Just prior to final printing, advance copies were sent out to a small number of members who have given particular help by their encouragement, and with the Guide’s content and presentation. Here is some feedback from two special members:)





(First is a message received during the early stages of assembling the Guide, from Tom Dubé - mentioned above - who lives near Seattle, U.S.A.…)


I always appreciate and enjoy hearing from you and seeing the wonderful things put together in the name of our Lord. I have been away from reading Valtorta for over half a year, and also away from my writing the Nativity book and the Gospel harmony based on Valtorta's writings. My job and work-related projects have kept me away from doing what my soul really seeks, which is reading Valtorta and living the life of Jesus as revealed in her writings. Some statements in your bulletin really talked to my heart. And so I thank you for your e-mail, which awakened me from my former sleepy path.


…I've told you before that I thoroughly enjoy the Pilgrim’s Guide (earlier edition), and find it far more useful (despite its small size) than the other couple of guides to The Poem. In my work on Valtorta's writings, I use the PG frequently, and am often delighted at how useful, correct, and relatively complete it is. One thing I particularly notice is that the Scripture guide is very detailed and accurate…


The Gospel harmony, that I have intermittently worked on for about 10 years, does not include the Gospel text, but only the chapter/verse numbers. It is a chronological harmony based on The Poem that I have slowly pieced together, utilizing both the Italian of Valtorta and the Greek Gospels, where needed. Since you have done much correlation of Scripture and The Poem, you know that the correspondence between the two is often not completely clear, and there is more than one way to harmonize some episodes. I have felt the need to be very careful (and unfortunately very slow) in putting this harmony together. And I am not finished, having stopped at the Agony in the Garden when I started doing the chronology work and then the Nativity manuscript. Yet I am yearning to finish it.





(Later, after an exchange of draft chapters…)


This PG index is really an outstanding compilation of material. It is very, very useful and detailed -- obviously much improved over the older version. Many of the edits that I had previously penciled on the older version of the PG were already incorporated into this new draft. Thanks so much for all your hard work! We readers of The Poem really appreciate it.


	


(In a subsequent e-mail sent to Tom - I included the words: “But it will never be perfect, will it?” This is part of Tom’s reply:)


I realized long ago, as I'm sure you did, that one can never "be perfect" with regard to Valtorta's writings. The Lord provided us with too much detail about his life, and the relationship to Scripture is too involved, for us to ever make it "perfect." Perhaps there is a lesson for us to learn here about the Source of perfection. In fact (allow me to go off on a tangent), the one single thing that most impresses me in reading The Poem of the Man-God, is the incredible perfection of Jesus. His absolute perfection in handling all problems, decisions, advice, acts of charity, conversations, and any other type of action is really superhuman. Perfect in thought, perfect in action, perfect in judgment, perfect in love, perfect in his humanity, perfect in his divinity -- all absolutely perfect, just as the divine Master should be. Little wonder that John the apostle stated that "Everything you do is well done, Master." No human author, no matter how ingenious or creative, could have invented the words and deeds of Jesus, as recorded by Valtorta.





	(And two short messages just received from Tom:)


This guide is really outstanding, and is so useful for all readers of the Poem. A common complaint I hear about the Poem is that it is too massive of a work, and too difficult to go back and find topics that you once read. The new PG will certainly go a long way to reducing that hardship and help open the Poem for many readers…


I’ve done a somewhat detailed comparison between The Poem and textual variations in three major Gospel manuscript types. These include texts typically found in (1) the Western-type texts, including the Latin Vulgate texts (Douay-Rheims and other literal translations from the vulgate); (2) the Byzantine-type texts (represented by King James Version and New King James Version); and (3) the Alexandrian-type texts (Revised Standard Version, New Revised Standard Version, and almost all modern Bibles, both Protestant and Catholic). The latter two classes are about the same overall in their similarity to The Poem, but the Latin Vulgate texts compare much more favorably overall to The Poem. I’m sure that you have seen the same relationship.





(From another regular contributor to these pages: )


First of all I am touched. And I am sure many others will be, when they see this new Pilgrim’s Guide and use it. It is not just an update, but a truly, all new, highly detailed, expanded and thoroughly researched guide, that completely covers all seen and perhaps many unseen or more hidden aspects of the Poem, which would have been otherwise, without this new guide, nearly impossible to find.


The Chronological Sequence of Localities Index, and Dave Webster’s Map of Palestine, add a holy and soul-warming depth, as it enables the reader to follow faithfully in Christ’s footsteps, and to experience His entire journey in a dimension and perspective not before possible.


The entire presentation of the new Guide is clear, precise, and a joy to use as a research tool and aid. And it is most definitely 'consumer friendly!'.


I highly recommend it to anyone who is a serious devotee of the Poem, or to anyone wishing to learn more of "The Way, the Truth, and the Life"… [It shows] "the Way" - to "the Truth"  (where it is to be found in the Poem), and of "the Life", of our Lord Jesus Christ…


I hope one day to see this work - World-wide!


CAROL PREVEDELLO, Wishart, N.S.W.�



†   R I P   †


Please pray for the souls of:


Mary Draayers, wife of Gerald - of East Brighton, Vic.,


who died on 16th April 2002, aged 82 years;


Gladys Kenealy, mother of June Bell from Stafford Qld,,


who died on 21st May 2002;


Sister Catherine Rigney of Grafton, NSW,


who died a short while ago;  and


the mother, sister, and husband’s father - of Sue Smith, from Jewells N.S.W.,


who all died during the past 10 months.


																		


						   	LETTERS								


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





The Maria Valtorta Books


I am a seminarian with the diocese of Calgary, Alberta Canada, in my fourth year of philosophy in Mount Angel Seminary in Oregon. I just want to let you know that the writings of Valtorta have really brought me closer to Christ and have helped me along the way in my priestly vocation. Every morning I go into the chapel and read a passage from The Poem and meditate on it for a little while. It always enlightens my mind and renews my spirit. 


In recent months the priesthood has come under a vicious attack from the secular media and others who seek to destroy the Church. The Valtorta writings strengthen my vocation and my resolve to be a holy priest for Jesus.


AARON ROE, Calgary, Canada.





	…[Maria’s Autobiography] is probably the most beautiful thing I have ever read. I have shed many tears and felt my heart and soul touched by so many things in her story. Some of her sorrows have been similar to mine in some ways, and in sharing the feelings expressed in the book, it has been a real healing experience. All of a sudden one feels special to have been to also suffer a few little sorrows in life, so miniscule in comparison to Maria Valtorta.


	I feel as if I never want to put this book down. When I started, I had these little coloured flags to mark the significant pages (for me), so that I might go back and read them. (All my books have “ears” wherein I have folded pages to return to them.) I would have to say there is a flag on nearly every page, as something there reaches my heart. I have been so humbled and inspired by this book, that I think I will have to go on reading it over and over forever. Somehow I feel so connected to Maria spiritually now, and some of the issues in my own life have taken on a new meaning. It’s beautiful.


	The “Joseph” booklets are going here and there, and in this particular time - in the trials that beset the Church - who better to turn to than dear old St. Joseph: Protector of the Church, “Guardian of the Redeemer”. We should all go to St. Joseph, as Teresa of Avila always recommended, there is nothing he denies us when we ask him.


MARIE CHEERS, Somerton Park, S.A.





I'm 72, retired and living in my home town. I've been a pastor, high school teacher and hospital chaplain. Now that I have time for reading "lengthier" works, I've become interested again The Poem, and find in it a very new vision of what the Catholic ministry can and must be. I really look forward to each day's spiritual reading…


FR. DON EVRARD, TELL CITY, IN, USA





…[My mother] suffered a lot… in her last weeks of earthly life. I found it difficult to watch her suffer so much, and I would ask the Sacred Heart to please end her suffering. But I remembered reading in Maria’s Notebooks about suffering and expiation. I wanted so much to read that particular passage 


	Jesus is so good, because one night (on impulse?) I picked up the 1943 Notebooks which I had on my bedside table, opened it on page 349 (October 2-3) and found the section I needed to read. Would you believe it - it was also in the Bulletin I received today. This passage: “Your suffering and the suffering of your mother are not without a purpose Maria. Do you think your Jesus can do something useless? Can the suspicion arise in you that He, Who loves you so much and loves your mother… can give pains without a holy purpose?… Know now that her suffering on earth, in this long illness, is to diminish her expiation beyond…”								JUNE BELL, Stafford, Qld.





	The books are very valuable to me, especially as I listen to outright modernism and rebellion in some of our churches.					  YVONNE WILLIAMS, Giru, Qld.





Maria’s Cause for Canonisation?


I am a grateful "spiritual son" of Maria and I thank Jesus and Mary for the wonderful "work" of heaven that is the "Poem". At the same time, having read most of her Autobiography, one can readily see how much she suffered to be the "instrument" or "pen" of our Lord in this endeavor. Thus, I think we are all indebted to her in part for this wonderful work. With this in mind, I was wondering, do you know if Maria Valtorta's cause (for Beatification / Canonization) has at any time ever been brought to the Vatican? I know she has had several Priests (Migliorini / Berti / Roschini etc...) who were favorable in what concerned her.


Also, thank you for the wonderful newsletters. I read them with much attention. 


GLENN DALLAIRE, Connecticut, U.S.A.


(To my knowledge, Maria’s Cause for Canonisation has not commenced. I’ll keep members informed - Ed.)





Responding to Grace


I read the piece on “Detail” you suggested (Notebooks 1944, p. 242-3). It, as usual, was great. There is so much to read, so much to learn, from The Poem and Notebooks.


I guess it isn't a case of not being granted the Graces by God that come from reading Valtorta. Many receive the Graces, so few of us respond to these Graces. And what a loss. What a horrible loss for those who don't respond. Then there are those, including myself (for a short while), who get involved with other things, much less important, when we let the important things go by. And soon time runs out. I'm glad I'm back on track. Not as much as I should be, but Valtorta is now a regular part of my day. And, with the Grace of God, it will continue to become a bigger part of my life.


(A later message:) Thanks for the current epistles… I'll spend tomorrow (Sunday) reading them. I've just finished the sending away of Synthche and John of Endor as well as the trip to Antioch. That was some ship ride. This reading seems to be bringing me closer to Our Lord, which I've been praying his Mother to help me with. 


ED FORD, Scottsdale AZ, U.S.A.





Bulletins and Supplements


For ten years I have been reading two and half volumes of the five volumes and will continue to deepen my faith and be inspired by the remaining volumes of The Poems of the Man-God. I have today, been given a bulletin (#26 - June 2002), I was very moved by the contents and inspired to request membership…


May God bless your valuable apostolate.


DAVID DAVIES, Kew, VIC.


	


I loved the last bulletin, there was so much richness in those lessons about Judas. And as for the word "signpost", it is so visual within my mind, that I hope to remember that word always rather than the word used these days: 'keyword'.


As I was reading and meditating on the supplement, these words came into my heart late at night on the 5th June, and I would like to share them with you, as these are gifts given not only to me but to all readers, by making us take one step further than we perhaps wouldn't have taken, that brings us closer to our Lord.


"It is through humility, that we find the true meaning of love for God.  It despoils us of all pride, and re-creates us back into the image of being a true child of God."


CAROL PREVEDELLO, Chiswick, N.S.W.





Many thanks for your latest Bulletin and Supplement… I can relate to your sense of this being a learning experience for you. I experience the same sense of revelation when I gather Our Lady's messages on a given theme and put them all together to learn what they say. 


FR. AL WINSHMAN, Boston MA, U.S.A.





	[The Bulletins] are really lovely. When I’ve finished reading them they will be posted off to Singapore or Malaysia.							    T.P.TAN, Halls Head, W.A.





	Thank you for the lovely bulletin. I am still reading The Poem of the Man-God every day. It is so good - brings me close to Jesus.	  MARIA VAN DER KOLK, Kanwal, N.S.W.





	I love the supplements. The lessons and instructions contained therein are simple, but profound, [as are] Jesus’ teachings in The Poem. Love them!


	I find myself contemplating throughout the day, on what I read the previous evening.


CONNIE ROPER, Alexandra Headland, Qld.





The package of bulletins has arrived - thank you sooooo much. They are so exciting to read…


At the moment I have so much wonderful reading to do that I feel that I am just about to burst with excitement. If only there were more hours in each day. 


Thank you also for the lovely rose petal picture of our crowned King - such a special gift. The words on the bookmark are amazing - especially the first one of "What Greater Love?" - they are probably the ones which most melted my heart and took my breath away when reading the Poem ~ "........My dying eyes saw, with the tormented face of My Mother, also your loving ones, and they closed thus, happy to be closed because they had saved you, who deserve the Sacrifice of a God." How can God be so humble?			GWEN STORY, Central Hawkes Bay, N.Z.


	(It was during a telephone conversation with Gwen that the idea of a “valtortling” trip to New Zealand surfaced. A trip to the North Island next month has become a reality, and a separate note is included for N.Z. members. - Ed.)





I’ve just finished reading your newsletter… I loved it, it was very moving. They just get better and better. That little passage that you talk about not being aware on your first reading of the Poem, well in all honesty I could not remember it either, and yet I wondered how a passage so lovely and so deep could have missed my attention. 


JOHNNY CANTARELLA, Wishart, Qld.





The Booklets and Tapes


	…My eyes are steadily deteriorating, but with the aid of these small booklets and the Rosary tapes I am not missing out on the Readers’ Group altogether.


	I hope you have a successful time in New Zealand… There is a large outdoor shrine to Our Lady just north of Wellington.					  JOE PURCELL, The Gap, Qld.


	(Thanks Joe - I’ll watch out for this shrine. - Ed.)





	I loved the “Passion, Death & Resurrection of Jesus”. It came out at the right time, as one of the chaps I’m doing welfare with is in need of “spiritual food”. The Lord never ceases to amaze me.			FRANK NAPOLI, Clunes, Vic.





More on the “Pilgrim’s Guide…”


I read your editorial with great interest and can't wait for the new PG edition… The new index will make it much easier to find passages on a theme for selected reading, so I'm looking forward to it's publication.


One thing I'd love to have the time to do is an "index of characters" from the Poem. When I read the 5 volumes, I did so over many months, and remembering who was who was difficult for me. Reading extracts as I tend to do now-a-days exacerbates this problem.


TIM HAMILTON, Lower Plenty, Vic.


	(Volume/page numbers on the “characters” are now comprehensively listed in the PG’s main Index. - Ed.)





	I am pleased you are to revise the Pilgrim’s Guide. For it is such a helpful compendium that I could not do without it when I need to locate particular texts. I had a need for a reference to Nicodemus when he came at night to meet Jesus, but you did not have that entry in your Guide. I found it in The Poem and wanted to tell you the relevant pages - Vol. 1, pages 621-6…


CELINE RYAN, Lower Hutt, New Zealand.


	(Thank you Celine. That passage and others previously missed are in the new edition. I welcome any information of errors or other significant omissions - Ed.)





The PILGRIM'S GUIDE is wonderful!


  PAT SU, Littleton CO, U.S.A.





�



�
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group





	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $7.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]


----------





Compiled by David D. Murray for the Maria Valtorta


Readers’ Group, 12 Parker Road, Silvan Vic. 3795 AUSTRALIA


Tel/Fax 61 3 9737 9228;   E-mail:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au


Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au

















