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�
EDITORIAL


Dear Readers,


There is much I want to tell you, in this issue. I’ll begin with what’s been happening since 8th December 2001, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. That’s the day I started my latest reading of The Poem of the Man-God. There were two objectives in mind.


Firstly, to “get back to the basics”, and walk again the many miles with Jesus, Mary, Joseph, Peter, Mary Magdalene, John, and all the protagonists and antagonists whom I’d gotten to know so well — even and especially Judas. After more than two years spent on other projects — which have all helped me dispose of a lot of “baggage” and unfinished business in my life — there was this “yearning” in my soul, which was knocking harder and louder as the months were going by.


Secondly, to gather material for a new edition of the “Pilgrim’s Guide” to The Poem, fleshing out — in particular — its Thematic Index. While helping me track down many passages I wanted, it was still a mass of “numbers”, needing more detail of what special passages were about.


Little did I know what was in store for me — and perhaps for some of you, dear readers, also. For those who don’t know about the “Pilgrim’s Guide”, here is a letter recently received from one of our members:





“Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem…”


I'm going to attempt to explain why I think the 'Guide' is great, and very, very important.


The 'Guide' to Maria Valtorta's Poem, is without a doubt 'THE CONCORDANCE'  for the monumental work and masterpiece of Maria Valtorta's Poem of the Man-God. This 'Guide' is an irreplaceable aid… for any serious lover or student of the Poem. The 'Guide' helps the reader find words or passages effortlessly and quickly — whereas without it, it would take hours or days. It guides students, priests, or readers to find specialized topics and issues for projects, studies and for 'guidance' in our Lord's words and lessons. The 'Guide' also helps to further prove the genuineness of Maria Valtorta's visions and works, by just glancing at it and seeing the wealth of scripture passages covered. It further demonstrates the loving divine Mercy the Lord has shown to us in The Poem of the Man-God, by giving this to us, and to future generations.  


'It is a beatitude — for the Beatitude;


it is the gift — for the Gift;


it is the guide to the light — to the Guiding Light'.


I hope this explains how I feel about the incredible work given to all of us, and how important it is.


CAROL PREVEDELLO, Wishart, N.S.W.





I “just happened” to finish my reading and note-taking on the Feast of the Annunciation — Monday 8th April (delayed in Australia because of Easter). Wow! There were so many passages which had “jumped out” at me — that I hadn’t more fully appreciated (or wasn’t ready for) previously. (Others tell me that they resonate with this experience, during second and subsequent readings.) My life has been absorbed on this pilgrimage with The Poem for almost ten years, and just when I think it must be getting close to the pinnacle, ANOTHER level beckons.


	After adding substantially to the number of entries in the Index, I started to add a word or two to many of the more significant passages. This was a huge task — like finding a separate “headline” in each case — and I began to doubt whether it would be worth it all, and whether it would make the Index too big and cumbersome. Late one night I was feeling the strain, and was well aware that if what I was doing was worth-while, old “Hairy Legs” wouldn’t like it. This is what I wrote next morning:


“Last night I was feeling “whelmed” and worn down by the task of expanding and refining the PG’s Index. This morning I’d got to the sub-theme “Mary — Co-Redeemer”, and I was meditating on the SCOPE of it all, emphasised — as I’m already realising — by the value of adding a word or two to each theme’s significant page numbers. Scanning a particular theme (as with a new theme, for example, “Jesus and Mary — Encounters and Conversations”), is like peeling off a layer, and adding a sparkle of “soul” to this theme. And I wept. This was Jesus’ and Mary’s, and the Holy Spirit’s, answer to last night’s tiredness.”


To explain further, let me show you this sub-theme of Mary from the previous PG edition, followed by the latest draft of the new:





Mary 





(Current edition. Ascending order of highlighting:  A mention;  Significant;  More significant;  Most significant.)


  — Co-Redeemer  1: 30-3; 87-8; 94; 115; 143-4; 386-7;  2: 60-4; 283; 363; 523-4; 594-5; 675;  3: 385; 403; 763-4;  4: 38-9; 127-42; 159; 607-8; 703;	5: 270; 282-3; 375-6; 518; 584-5; 641; 666-71; 680-1; 682; 703; 713-4; 896-7; 926; 948








(New edition. Ascending order of highlighting:  A mention;  Significant;  More significant;  Most significant.)


  — Co-Redeemer  1: 30-3; 85-8; 94; 115 (Mary’s cross); 


143-4 (Defeating sin); 240; 386-7 (& Gen. 3:15);  2: 60-4 (For all women); 123-5 (Aglae); 283; 363; 523-4 (Mary Magdalene); 594-5 (Judas’ question); 675 (& Judas);  3: 385 & 403 (Jesus explains); 763-4;  4: 38-9 (& Satan); 127-30 (Conversation with Jesus); 130-42 (Redemption of a slave-girl); 159 & 607-8


(& Judas); 703 (Gen. 3:15);  5: 270 (Forgiveness); 282-3


(& Judas); 375-6 & 518 (“World needs two Victims”); 584-5 (& Judas); 641 (Plea from Mary Magdalene); 666-72 &


680-2 & 703 (A two-fold Passion); 713-4 (A new Eve);


895-7 (John, with Mary); 926 (& Satan); 946 (Gen. 3:15);


948 (“Perfect love”)





Can you imagine what the Theme on Judas would be like?  I sent an draft copy of this section to Ed Ford — our “agent” in North America. This is Ed’s reaction:


“Your passage about Judas was absolutely earthshaking. It is amazing how you keep reading The Poem and new things keep popping up. Wow!!! That one got my attention.”





	Before I had my “conversion experience” in 1992, I’d been carrying out an undeclared war on the Church, which lasted about 15 years. At one stage during this period, I was involved in some small group work with people struggling with life — as I was. There were a few special moments in these groups, after trust and bonding had developed, when somebody would reveal something which was so personal, tender and precious — that I couldn’t find the words to describe what I saw and heard. One day, just a couple of years ago, I was telling my Parish Priest about these experiences. And He said: “Don’t you know, David, that we’re all created in God’s image and likeness” (Gen. 1:26-7). For TWENTY YEARS I’d been unable to find the words — and Father John unraveled the “mystery”, with his simple and profound explanation.


	The sequel to this story happened a few weeks ago, when I discovered something the significance of which I’d missed before — on pages 771-2 of Volume 4 of The Poem. The scene is Jerusalem, in the Synagogue of the Roman Freedmen (where Gentiles came to pray), shortly before Jesus’ Passion and Death. Jesus has just finished speaking about the impending choices for Israel, before a gathering crowd of Hebrews and Gentiles…


----------


Those who have gathered in the vast hall are fascinated. There is no difference between the amazement of the Hebrews and that of the others, from different places and religions. Nay, I would say that the ones to be most reverently surprised are the foreigners.


A dignified old man murmurs between his teeth.


« What did you say, man? » asks Jesus, turning round.


« I said that… I was repeating to myself the words I heard in my youth from my teacher: "Man has been granted to rise to divine perfection through virtue. In man there is the brightness of the Creator, and the more man ennobles himself through virtue — by almost consuming matter in the fire of virtue — the more that brightness is revealed. And man has been granted to know the Being Who, at least once in man's lifetime — with severe or paternal affection — shows Himself to man, so that he may say: 'I must be good. Poor me, if I am not so! Because an immense Power flashed in front of me, to make me understand that virtue is an obligation and a sign of the noble nature of man'. You will find that flash of Divinity in the beauty of nature, or in the word of a dying man, or in the glance of an unhappy person who looks at you and judges, or in the silence of a beloved person who, by being quiet, reproaches a shameful action of yours. You will find it in the fright of a child seeing a violent action of yours, or in the silence of night when you are all alone with yourselves. And in the most closed and solitary room, you will become aware of another I, much more powerful than yours, Who speaks with a soundless sound. And that will be the God, this God Who must exist, this God Whom Creation worships, perhaps without being aware of it. This God is the Only One, Who really gratifies the feelings of virtuous men. Such men are not satisfied and comforted by our ceremonies and doctrines, or before the empty altars, which are quite empty, notwithstanding that a statue dominates them".


I know these words well, because for many years I have been repeating them as my code and my hope. I have lived and worked, I have suffered and wept. But I endured everything, and I hope virtuously, hoping to meet, before my death, this God that Hermogenes promised that I would meet. Now I was saying to myself that I have really seen Him, not as a flash. And I have heard His word, not as a soundless sound. But the Divine One has appeared to me in the clear and most beautiful shape of man. I heard Him and I am filled to the brim with sacred astonishment. The soul — this thing that true men admit, my soul — receives You, o Perfection, and says to You: "Teach me Your Way and Your Life and Your Truth, so that one day I, a lonely man, may be joined to You, Supreme Beauty". »


« We shall be joined. And I tell you that, later, you will be united again to Hermogenes. »


« But he died without knowing You! »


« Material knowledge is not the only necessary one to possess Me. The man who, through his virtue, succeeds in feeling the unknown God, and in living virtuously in homage to that God, can be said to have really known God. Because God revealed Himself to him, as a reward for his virtuous life… »


----------


If this passage was “discovered” with my fifth reading of The Poem, what will I find with my tenth? But don’t let me take away from your own joy and experiences. As a Priest said to us in Sydney last year: “…So beautiful that my tears are to be found on the first 250 pages”.


There are still many weeks’ work needed to finalise this new edition of the “Pilgrim’s Guide”. The two-way Scriptural cross-referencing is being augmented — it now has more than 6,000 passages from Poem to Scripture, and Scripture to Poem. Maria’s first-hand witnessing of about 98% of all Gospel readings (and therefore of every daily Mass reading) can be quickly located in The Poem, using the “Scripture to Poem” section.


And three new sections are planned:


A “How to Use this Guide” opening chapter;


An alphabetical “Town and Locality Index”; and


A “Chronological List of Visions and Dictations” — in the order they were received by Maria Valtorta.


	Please pray for the success of this venture.





(1st January 1946, 6.35 a.m.)


(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


« Get up, Mary. Let us sanctify the day with a page of the Gospel. Because My Word is sanctification. See, Mary. Because to see the days of Christ on the earth is sanctification. Write, Mary. Because to write about Christ is sanctification, because to repeat what Jesus says is sanctification, because to preach Jesus is sanctification, because to teach our brothers is sanctification. A great reward will be given to you for that charity. »


(The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 3, p. 515-6)


�
Divine Mercy, and Iside Valtorta


	I was most impressed in reading the “Post-Mortem View of Iside Valtorta” (Maria’s mother). It is a great comfort for us to know how God can save our loved ones. The full impact of Divine Mercy is demonstrated in the salvation of Iside.				 PETER KELLEY, Camberwell, Vic.


	(Peter suggested inclusion of passages from the 1943 Notebooks. Here are some extracts, on pp. 350-3 — Ed.)





	(On 3rd October Maria wrote:)


Help me, Jesus! Help me to be able to suffer and not go mad, for in my poor head, so full of suffering and moral pain, You know better than I what may happen. Take it in your dear hands, Jesus.


You promised176 to be my mother and father, in addition to being a brother and spouse. The hour to be such has come. 177Take me, for You see what I am suffering…


	(Jesus says:)


"…Your suffering and the suffering of your mother are not without a purpose, Maria… Know, now, that her suffering on earth, in this long illness, is to diminish her expiation beyond; know that your suffering has the same purpose.


"I know this crushes you. But if the olive were not crushed, could it yield the oil which nourishes, heals, and consecrates?…


"For the workers of the final hour I now go begging for acts of heroism in faith and generosity which will pay for these workers who are deprived of heavenly currency.


"And, I previously told you,179 the first of these spiritual alms should be given for those of one's own blood.


"She never said 'thank you' to you on this earth with her mortal mouth. But think of your future joy, when it will be your mother's immortal soul that, on rejoining you, will say, 'Thank you, Maria, for the true life you have given to me'. It will be as if your mother were born of you, and for eternity…"


	(At midday the following day, Iside died. Maria feared for her mother’s soul. On her first night as an orphan, Jesus offered consolation…)


"Do not weep, Maria… With your mother I used the same care as would a vine-keeper for the sluggish plant. Praise Me for it, Maria, for I used infinite mercy towards the soul that was so dear to you.


180 See note 177.


"Her hour of judgment was long before now. And I came twice over the course of these years of pain of yours to observe this spiritual plant, which not even your praying led to produce fruit of eternal life. Both times the scythe was already in my Hand to knock down that life, which resisted the invitations of Grace. And both times I held back the blow…


"I am the merciful Jesus, and I had mercy on her and on you, that were eating your heart out over her.


"I prepared the means for a final work. I sent a Servant181 of mine to accomplish the mystical fertilization of that soul through the Sacrament, or, rather, the Sacraments in which my Blood flows and my Flesh becomes food to give you salvation, forgiveness, and eternal life.


"I did everything that could be done for that element to work the miracle of adorning that spirit on the verge of presenting itself to Me with fruits. And you helped Me.


"I took her now because she could not yield more than that, and if I had left her longer, the gust of human sentiment, with the heat of its resentments and forms of selfishness, would have burned the fruits provoked by my love and yours.


"She did not say 'thank you' to you. But I say it for her. And now she is already saying it to you, for my Light has illuminated horizons for her which her humanity concealed from her.


"Daughter, don't cry. The rest will come later. Go on praying and suffering for her. And hope in Me.


"Go in peace, faithful soul. I do not abandon you. You are in my arms, which are sweeter than those of all mothers."


																		


						   	LETTERS								


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





The Poem and other Valtorta Books


…I began reading The Poem approx. 12 years ago and could not put it down — would stay up late at night, becoming so absorbed in it, and then could hardly go to sleep for the excitement and joy it gave me. It truly sets my heart burning! For years it was always close at hand, and I have always had one of the volumes with me even if all the others were out on lend.


It is quite amazing, because I will always remember that in 1993/94 when I was in prison for about 15 months (for repeatedly trespassing at abortion clinic), The Poem was always my close and comforting companion. Of course, it was Jesus comforting me really. However, what happened was that I was in prison for 6 weeks at a time, would be released and went straight to trespass again, back into cells, court, prison, and so it went on for approx. 15 trespasses. But the astonishing thing was that I was always allowed to take this book, the Poem, with me. The officials never attempted to stop me — so I always was able to read this absolutely wonderful book, rather than sit for hours looking at all the obscene words and pictures scratched on the walls of the cells. I was in heaven reading!!! I will never forget the blessing it was then, and has always been, even when free from prison. However, I have been through a stage for some years of reading it only now and then, because of other necessary reading and promoting, whereas deep down the Poem has always been my main treasure. So recently I decided that, seeing the Poem is the one which deep down in my heart is the greatest treasure, I am going to concentrate on that. And although I do believe that God has a hand in other beautiful and important writings, this must be the one He wants me to deal mainly with. So I must be true to Him and also to myself. I’m not really sure in what way He wants me to spread the Maria Valtorta writings, other than by one to one word-of-mouth, which is what I have already done when possible. Most people do not get as excited about it as I do, however, but when it does happen that others feel the same, it is such a blessing, and I immediately feel one at heart with them.


GWEN STORY, Central Hawkes Bay, New Zealand.





	At the moment I’m reading The Rosary — Selections from the Writings of Maria Valtorta — after such a long time. It is simply delicious. Just what I needed in these difficult times of mine. “Love Me as Eucharist” is also very good. So thanks to God (for these) beautiful booklets. They are keeping us afloat — we need them so much…


MARK REDOLFI, Concord, NSW





Judas


I've been re-reading the prophetic words of Our Lord to the Apostles on the occasion of His appearance to them when Thomas was present in the Supper Room.


As described by Maria Valtorta on Pages 759-760 in Volume 5 of The Poem, Christ foresaw that "..once again and always I shall have the greatest Judases of the future in My priests." His words on these two pages put into context many of today’s tragic events and how humanity repeatedly fails to heed Christ's gospel, preferring to listen to "other voices".


DON DAVIDSON, Glen Waverley, Vic.


	(Please pray for all priests. Some of you may not know of a wonderful collection of teachings in “Priests of Jesus”, a booklet available from the Readers’ Group. — Ed.)





The Booklets


These little booklets are great, because they immediately address key issues for young people today — such as marriage for example — without having to read the whole Poem. For me personally they are a refresher, because I cannot seem to find the time anymore to read the whole Poem. So I see a great value in [these booklets], and I believe there are a whole lot of people that could be introduced to these wonderful writings this way.


JOHNNY CANTARELLA, Wishart, Qld.





Bulletins and Supplements


	I look forward to the bulletins. There is a lot of food for thought in them, [which is] very challenging to daily life. They make you realize that God loves us, and that the world has little to offer compared to God…


VERONICA BUTLER, Edenhope, Vic.





It is still a cause for excitement when the Bulletins arrive! What a privilege and a grace to have discovered The Poem!		  BYRON & MARY MOSS, Koonorigan, NSW





	Maria Valtorta seems to have touched everybody’s hearts. The more we enter into her writings, the more we find new meaning, of something long forgotten. The more I read the bulletins, the more I feel part of one family. Most of you have written what has always been in my heart. It seems as if one would start one sentence, and the others finish it. 	The supplements are also a good way of studying her writings. Take time to read, and re-read them all again. They will inspire you greatly.


ADEL HADDAD, Palm Beach, Qld.





	Thank you for the latest Bulletin, which I always look forward to. [It has] just wonderful information and revelations by Jesus about how He loved Judas, which I had not even thought about. So it’s good for me to learn more…


LOUISE DOWMAN, Feilding, New Zealand.


	(Louise is enrolling two new members for 2002. — Ed.)





	I have found [the bulletins] arousing the great interest I have always had in Maria Valtorta’s writings… Not least of which is the present account of Judas’ behaviour which has always fascinated me. May God continue to bless this great work…	   BRO. FABER, Wewak, Papua-New-Guinea





	Thank you very much for the bulletin. It’s wonderful to receive news from another like-minded Maria Valtorta enthusiast! Discovering her books 12 years ago changed me so much — it really was a conversion experience — and since then the thirst for new literature has been a never-ending quest.  DI MACNAUGHTAN, Capalaba, Qld.





"The Two Great Loves Of Jesus" [in the last bulletin supplement] is mind-blowing. It is really something to read what Jesus says, and how applicable it is in today's world. That one page should be read and re-read by anyone who is on a spiritual journey. I'm making copies for everyone I know who'll be interested. It is so powerful.


ED FORD, Scottsdale AZ, USA





(and the) Audio Tapes


Thank you so very much for your March Bulletin [and supplements], I can't wait to read them. I am enjoying your tapes very much. Your voice is a gift from God. Hearing you say the Mysteries of the Rosary, the tape on Mary Magdalene, Soul to Soul (one of my favorites), Mary, and the Stations of the Cross, are so calming and I just love them.				  SUE HORWOOD Los Angeles CA, USA





	I do appreciate the tapes, and find that listening to them actually raises my mind to Heaven, and to thoughts of God… very soul-inspiring.


	The Book of Azariah is just beautiful.


PATRICIA GEORGE, Kyneton, Vic.





†   R I P   †


Please pray for the souls of:


Richard Urwin, son-in-law of Gerda Hughes from


Mullumbimby NSW, who died on 11th February 2002;


John Boschetti, from Shepparton Vic., 


who died early this year;  and


Kay Green, from Wandin Vic.,


a great friend and helper with the Readers’ Group’s


first booklet, who died on 15th March 2002.

















See also the Supplement to this Bulletin,


in a separate file entitled:


“FREE  WILL AND  THE  CROSS-ROADS  OF  RMORSE  -  THE  LESSON  OF  JUDAS”


�
�
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group





	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $7.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]


----------





Compiled by David D. Murray for the Maria Valtorta


Readers’ Group, 12 Parker Road, Silvan Vic. 3795 AUSTRALIA


Tel/Fax 61 3 9737 9228;   E-mail:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au


Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au

















