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EDITORIAL


Dear Readers,


While experiencing the wonder and joy of yet another reading of The Poem of the Man-God, I am discovering a number of insights previously overlooked, either because I wasn’t ready to recognise them before, or because recent events have highlighted the extraordinary help available from Jesus, to deal with modern-day circumstances.


We might have the books, but the question is: where to find the answers? For me, I could not possibly do what I’m doing without a decent index, and a means of finding relevant passages from Scripture. The set of tools for finding these answers, for me at least, is available through my well-thumbed “quick-find” pages of the “Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God”, and through the little Indexes to The 1943 and 1944 Notebooks and The Book of Azariah. (Still no news of the translations of the 1945-50 Notebooks, and of the Holy Spirit on St. Paul to the Romans. When they arrive, you’ll hear a shout for joy.)


With the help of the above, and including the translation by members from Sydney and Canada of a most significant passage from the 1945-50 Notebooks, this Bulletin’s Supplement has emerged, entitled: “Love Thy Neighbour as Thyself: Jesus, John, and Judas”. This offers important insights into some consequences of dabbling with witchcraft and the occult, and I’m sure it will assist discernment relating to current interest in this phenomenon.





New Items Now Available


1.	Good News! That brilliant little booklet: The Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ has just been re-printed! It was a “stepping-stone” to The Poem of the Man-God for many Valtorta devotees, including yours truly. A wonderful abridgement of some 140 pages from Volume 5. 				Soft Cover, 56p.  Illustrated	$5.00


2.	Prelude to the Passion - 90 min. audio tape of Gospel passages from the last two Sundays in Lent. [It will be a companion to two other audio tapes: “The Stations of the Cross”; and “The Sorrowful Mysteries” (the second of three Gospel Meditated Rosary tapes)]				$6.00


	May God bless and keep you all.


	David D. Murray.


	Editor and Assistant Convenor.





An Agent in North America


(This message to overseas readers relates to booklets and audios produced by the Readers' Group, which can now be obtained by residents in Canada and the U.S. only from an outlet in the U.S., as well as from Australia.) 


During the past couple of years, you may have received information relating to a range of booklets and audio recordings of Maria Valtorta's writings, produced by the Readers' Group. The most popular of these items has been the "Pilgrim's Guide to The Poem of the Man-God" - 


a comprehensive index and two-way Scriptural cross-referencing, which has proved a most valuable aid for Poem devotees. Other materials highlight important aspects of Christian life, including the vital subject of forgiveness, the value of suffering, prayer and the Rosary, Joseph, priesthood, and (more recently) marriage, womanhood and family life. Many orders for these materials have been received from countries outside Australia, especially the U.S. and Canada. 


In assembling these booklets and audios, the main aims have been firstly to give new and potential readers some "tasters" of Maria Valtorta's writings (and so encourage them to make the journey through The Poem and the other Valtorta writings), and secondly to offer the material as "re-visits" for existing readers, and to meet particular needs. Other information - including letters from Valtorta readers of their joys and experiences, plus compilations on particular themes (such as the recent "Mission of our Guardian Angels") - is available through the Readers' Group's quarterly bulletins and supplements. These are e-mailed to people from outside Australia at no cost, on application to the Readers’ Group. 


To assist distribution of these materials in the U.S. and Canada, a good friend of mine - Ed Ford from Scottsdale, Arizona - has offered to act as an agent for the Readers' Group. He is offering this service to PURCHASERS FROM THE U.S. AND CANADA ONLY, who now have two options:


1) Ordering from Australia as before, paying by Visa or Mastercard. (This service is available anywhere in the world). For a quote - including shipping - and/or to receive e-mail copies of the Group’s quarterly bulletins (at no charge), contact:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au


2) Ordering directly from Ed, who will accept checks (but not credit cards) for pre-payment in U.S. dollars. For a price list and Ed’s address etc., contact the Readers’ Group (above), or e-mail Ed on: ed@edford.com.au


You can also visit the Readers' Group's Web-site (soon to be revised) at:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au


I wish you and your families God's peace. 


David D. Murray 





	(Some responses came quickly. Here are just two…)


This is an answer to my prayer, as I have never ordered anything directly from you due to the difficulties of doing so from the U.S.! Now I can finally have easy and convenient access to all the wonderful tapes and booklets that I have been reading about in your e-mailed bulletins! What a wonderful Christmas present. Praise and thank GOD!				  SUSAN GONZALO, New Jersey, U.S.A.





This is very good news and will expedite shipping. Thanks so much for sharing these great writings with us…


BRENDA WICHERSHAM, Washington State, U.S.A.


�
(Jesus says:)


“… Forgiveness… is the highest form of love…”


(The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 2, p. 19).





A Letter from “Elizabeth”


(“Elizabeth” serves on a Kairos prison ministry team in New South Wales. See her first story in the Supplement to Bulletin # 21, and a progress report in Bulletin # 23.)


Through recent correspondence with prison inmates the following words were written by two individuals, who were grateful to receive extract booklets that you made available to them:


“I’m so grateful for you sending me [material from] the “Maria Valtorta Readers Group”. Thank you for putting my little reading in the “Maria Valtorta” pamphlet. I’m proud of the changes in myself, to help me stay away and out of trouble with the law and to lead a happy and fulfilling life in the future. I’ve only got a couple of chapters left to read and I’ll finish the booklet which was really great – excellent as it makes me feel good inside, powerful and holding my head up high, being positive within myself and not dwelling on what’s happening around the world and where I’m sitting right now as I write this letter. I’m handing it all over to God and letting him deal with it and then I know it’s in safe hands. I thank you from my heart for your prayers and I’ll pray for you also. I don’t think I could ever forget you because of the support you’ve shown me, just being there and letting me know that you care, which I find absolutely amazing and your direction also with faith in me, which a lot of people don’t show towards you once they know you’ve been in goal” (J. K.).


“Within the last five to six months I haven’t been as close to God, as in the past. I am forgetting to thank God, the Lord Jesus, and my Guardian Angel. I often say my morning prayers and evening prayers, but it’s shallow, not in depth, and I’m, sure this happens often to lots of people. Temptations such as T.V, have been my let down and I am happy to say that I don’t have a T.V anymore. Obviously as soon as the T.V departed, I am reading and writing. With a lot of prayer I should be back where I can be with my ultimate Saviour – dear oh dear! Thank you for the marvelous reading of Maria Valtorta, “Forgiving and Being Forgiven”. I read it through and the reading makes a lot of sense. One thing for sure that I fully grasp, is that the Lord Jesus and my Heavenly Father forgave me for my wrong doings, and I can do the same (for others), through understanding. Somehow I strongly find it hard to forgive some people. I do pray that we won’t have another repeat of September 11th for the new-year which is just around the corner. We are now in the new Millennium with a new terror. I hope the fear doesn’t dampen the faith. Amen”. (Y. N.)


As I reflect on the year that is passing, I’ve survived another year of “life education” and have bid a temporary farewell to a much loved and cherished friend who was my earthly spiritual adviser (Sr Honora Begadon). She was an extraordinary gift of holiness, sanctified grace, wisdom, integrity and beauty. In everyone’s life, there is great need for an “anam cara” (a soul friend). Honora possessed the art of loving that disclosed the special and sacred identity of the other person’s soul. Her love was a light that could truly read the secret signature of another person’s individuality. I praise God allowing our paths to cross many years ago… I remember the words of Jesus who said: “I call you friends”. In friendship with him, we enter a relationship of tender beauty and affection that is graced with compassion. What a richness, to feel understood, free to release yourself into the trust of another and to be nourished by this unity of belonging and destiny.


The year that is passing has granted me a new place of employment (a Hospital) and the fruitfulness of both the parish bible study and the Kairos Prison Ministry… Working casually, often with short notice, there is not much of my life that is regulated, but I look forward to the small hours of the morning. The enjoyment of the dawn of a new day - the threshold of darkness and light, is a special doorway to the spiritual. The ritual quality of morning Mass has so many different layers of meaning all packed together and is an appointed time that releases me from my willful burdens and ego madness…


“ELIZABETH”, N.S.W.





TRUE WISDOM


I was regretting the past, and fearing the future.


Suddenly, my Lord was speaking.


“My name is “I AM”. He paused. I waited. He continued:-


“When you live in the past with its mistakes and regrets,


it is hard. I am not with you. My name is not I WAS.


“When you live in the future with its problems and fears,


it is hard. I am not with you. My name is not I WILL BE.


“When you live in this moment,


it is not hard. I am with you. My name is I AM.”


(Source unknown)


																		


						   	LETTERS								





(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





The Poem and The Notebooks


	…If only everyone would read The Poem, I think it would change the world.


IRIS DEVNEY, Gladstone, Qld.





	I’m so pleased to have Valtorta to turn to when the going gets tough… Without Valtorta’s insights I would be foundering…. I do marvel - with awe - at Jesus’ love for us…. I have my nose stuck in the 1944 Notebooks (re-read), and it seems amazing that every time I need it, Jesus or Mary point out the rottenness and the ideal. I AM FAR FROM BEING A SAINT! The difference between Valtorta and me (one of the differences anyway) is that she actually HAD Jesus there in front of her to see, to hear and to hold. He lets me grapple around in the dark, get frustrated and then get sorely tempted…


EVA RICHTER, Northam, W.A.


	(I know the feeling Eva - sometimes when I make a decision I wait before acting on it. That gives me a chance to check my “prayer” and “peace” barometers. - Ed.)





�
I am happily reading the 1943 Notebooks. I must admit that I have developed a passion for Maria's writings, but I am finding that the LORD puts these books into the hands of only those he chooses. I have recently given my books to other devoted Catholics, and have found that they set them aside and read other literature. Or read a little and just not get it. I have spoken to priests who are not familiar with the writings. In one reading from the Notebooks Jesus alludes to the fact that those who are not chosen will not understand. Reading this made me feel extremely humble, and has renewed my desire to dedicate myself to HIM each day.


I will look into ordering the new information. 


NORMAN ADAMS, New York, U.S.A.





The Booklets


	When I returned from my home leave in Ireland, I was so grateful to find the June and September Bulletins, and especially the two booklets: “What Greater Love?” and “Marriage and Family Life…” As usual, they were both edited beautifully.


The second one, on Marriage and Family Life, strikes me as a very useful booklet to hand to engaged couples who come along to arrange their wedding. It will deepen and steady them in their prayer, for and with each other. It seems to be particularly good printing (I have examined it with a magnifying glass), with nice smooth paper on the cover. Its availability at the Hampton Marian Centre should be a good outlet to assist sales in Melbourne. Perhaps Father Maher is still in charge.


	The content of both booklets is beautifully chosen.


	It’s great that there is a person like Craig Rogers who, after a thorough knowledge of The Poem, engages in Scripture studies. May the Lord inspire others to do the same. Then they will be more easily able to handle cynics among the Scripture scholars who never see The Poem in their huge libraries. We must be fair to them however. Of the two great gifts given by Jesus to the Church and to scholarship in 1947 - (1) the completed Poem and (2) the Qumran scrolls - they take a huge interest in the second, and most of them in the English-speaking world would have never come across the first…


FR. TOM O’NEILL S.J., Singapore


	Ps. I left several copies of the Gospel Meditated Rosary booklet with my family in Ireland.


	(Yes, Father Maher still surges on. And Craig Rogers’ story is mentioned in Bulletins # 18 and 22. - Ed.)





†   R I P   †


Please pray for the souls of:


Des Finn, from East Burwood, Victoria,


who died on 11th April 2001;





Michael De Battista, wife of Antoinette,


from Gwynneville N.S.W.,


who died on 1st September 2001; and





Sister Honora Begadon P.B.V.M., from Lismore N.S.W.,


who died on 8th December 2001,


the Feast of the Immaculate Conception,


(It was between 1.00 and 2.00 p.m. - the “Hour of Grace”).


	…The booklets, that seem to be never ending, are indeed wonderful, inspired by God. They are such an easy way of dealing with various themes, and are a great help to many people who don’t get round to reading the fuller volumes. I loan them to different people, but also find great encouragement and help for myself - especially when at times everything seems to pile up and overwhelm me. I can feel I’m in God’s presence, and that He’s actually speaking to me personally…


MARY ROSS, Tyaak, Vic.





Bulletins and Supplements


	Thank you for the 'Angels' and the December Newsletter. I sat up reading until 3 a.m. this morning! What beautiful work!…


CATHERINE RZECKI, Williamstown, Vic.





	I look forward to the bulletins and try to live by the messages…


MARY BERGER, Glenroy, Vic.





Sincere thanks for the bulletin on the angels. It was my Sunday meditation, and was a great help to me to cultivate charity towards those who demand respect - on account of the angel who always accompanies them. Thanks a million.


PATRICK OWENS, Calgary AB, Canada





	[The Bulletin etc.] arrived during the week, and it never fails to be uplifting…


	One of [my] challenges is “to live like Joseph”, so I have returned again to Volume 1 of The Poem, to savour the teachings of Jesus and Mary about this great saint.


SR. K. O’D., S.A.





	How inspiring and comforting is the information in the valuable Supplement “The Mission of our Guardian Angels”.		   


SHELAGH GOONEWARDENE, Burwood, Vic.





Thanks for the bulletin. In no time it was whisked out of the letterbox, opened and read. I can clearly see that many members in the Readers' Group really look forward to the bulletins… especially people who are isolated from other Valtorta devotees and can't share it with anyone.


CARMEL TANNA, Homebush, NSW





	I always find the bulletins both inspiring and thought provoking - particularly the last one, # 24, on Guardian Angels. I find myself being drawn back to this bulletin many times…


MARILYN CERANTOLA, East Doncaster, Vic.








LATE ITEM


Just before this Bulletin went to print, a message was


received about a number of very new inclusions provided by Bishop Roman Danylak, in Bro. Chrys Castel’s


web-site in Kentucky U.S., These items include a


rejoinder to an EWTN release which attacks the


authenticity of The Poem. It’s a very powerful


statement. Bro. Chrys’ web-site address is:  http://www.bardstown.com/~brchrys
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Bulletin		(Sp = Supplement)


# - Page No.


1996


#1 – 1		First editorial – launch of the Reader’s Group.


 2-4	Testimony on Poem of the Man-God by John Haffert 


(the editor’s favourite testimony) - Part 1.


 		Current list of Valtorta publications.


#2 – 1	The Rose Petal with the Face of the Crucified Jesus.


 2-3	John Haffert’s testimony - Part 2.


 4	First letters received from readers.


#3 – 1	Counter-arguments to attacks on The Poem;


	Jesus’ 2,000th Birthday (according to Diary of Jesus).


 2	The Poem and the Vatican;


	“Mother and Mediatrix” – poem from a member.


3-4	    Letters (including wonderful testimony from Barry


Whateley);  plus passage from The Poem: “To Love Jesus through Mary”.


#4 – 1		Reflection on the bulletins;  Some sub-titles from the


new English translation of Notebooks 1943.


2-4	Extracts from Book of Azariah: “Azariah guides us”.


4-6	    Letters.


1997


#5 – 1		Obedience to Church Authorities.


 2	      	The Complete Valtorta Works.


 2-4	Letters.


 Sp		Extracts from Notebooks 1943 and Sunrise of Truth.


#6 – 1		The first “valtortling” journey.


2	    “Parable of the Two Coins” from The Poem;


A note on Father Dubay’s Fire Within.


3-4	    Letters (incl. a reader’s “Reflection on the Ascension”).


 Sp	“The Formation of Maria Valtorta”; plus extracts from Notebooks 1943.


#7 – 1-2	More notes on Fire Within.


2-3	    Criticisms of The Poem can be distractions.


3-4	    The Douay-Rheims Bible and some missing verses.


 Sp		A Meditated Rosary – the Third Glorious Mystery.


#8 – 1		Spreading the word.


1-2	    New:  The Rosary – Selections from the Works of Maria


      Valtorta.


 2-4	Father Berti’s Testimony;  “The Purifying Fire of Love;  Audio Tapes: #1 “Introduction to Maria Valtorta”, & #2 “For Children and the Young at Heart”.


	   Sp	“Portraits of Jesus and Mary”;  and


			“To Perdition or Perfection”.


1998


#9 – 1		A new format for the 1998 bulletins;


More on the Audio Tapes; “Valtortling” again; and progress on a Scripture Cross-referencing project.


2-3	   A Prophesy and a Treasure of Love, from The Poem.


3-4	   Letters.


  Sp	“Come, Holy Spirit” (12-pages of extracts).


#10 – 1		The “Jesus” Rosary.


1-2	The Ven. Allegra’s Testimony on The Poem.


   2-3	Letters.


   3-4	Short story:  Roman soldiers after the Crucifixion.


   Sp	“The Genesis and Activity of a Soul”:


	Part 1 – “In God’s Image and Likeness” (12p).


#11– 1		Staying on Track.


1-2	   “Why Peter” (extracts from The Poem).


3-4	   Letters.


Sp	“The Genesis and Activity of a Soul”:  Part 2 – “A Soul’s Journey towards its Eternal Destination”





#12–1		The 1998 supplements – “A Special Set”.


1-2	   “Incrementalism”.


  2		Letters.


   Sp	“Abba! Father!” (16-pages of extracts, plus Index).





1999


#13-1	“Pilgrim’s Guide”; Internet site; Sunday Gospels


2	Notebooks 1944: Some highlights.


4	A “lead-up” to the End Times.


Sp	“Peace, Agitation and Discernment”.


#14-1	The Mary Magdalene booklet.


		“King of the House” prayer.


	2	Testimony of Father Al Winshman S.J.


	4	“Forgiveness” booklet; audio tapes; Pilgrim’s Guide.


	Sp	“Forgiving, and Being Forgiven”.


#15-1	“Reconciliation” booklet.


	2	Reply to criticism of The Poem.


	3	“Thinking of Meeting as a Group?”.


	Sp	“The Sacrament of Reconciliation”.


#16-1	The Maria Valtorta Meditation Rosaries.


	2	Purgatory, and Maria’s mother.


	Sp	“Hope Beyond Hope”.


2000


#17-1	“Love and Pain” and “Joseph” booklets.


		“A Taste of Hell”.


	(Enclosed) “Prayer of Suffering”.


	Sp	“Love and Pain - the Path to Holiness” (Abridged),


#18-1	“Love Me as Eucharist” booklet.


		New Australian Valtorta Web-site.


		Craig Rogers’ Thesis on The Poem.


	3	Many letters about the Gospel Meditated Rosary.


	Sp	“Love Me as Eucharist” (Abridged).


#19-1	Never Give Up on a Soul.


	2	Maria Valtorta’s Later Years.


	Sp	“The Ten Commandments”.


#20-1	“Valtortling” and “The Priests of Jesus” booklet.


	1-4	A treasure-chest of letters.


	Sp	“Mary, and the Priests of Jesus”(from “Priests” booklet).


2001


#21-1	Prayer and Fasting - a new booklet on Prayer


	2-4	More treasured letters.


	Sp	“A Prison Experience”, & Notes on Fasting.


#22-1	Booklet: “What Greater Love?” (Jesus: God and Man)


		Why the little booklets?; Ines Campos


	2	Craig Rogers: Thesis update.


		Time, Precious Time


	Sp	“Living and Surviving in a Hostile World”


#23-1	Booklet: “Marriage and Family Life, with Jesus, Mary & Joseph


	2	Booklet: “The Strength and Value of Woman”


		“Three Little Spiders” - A true story.


	Sp	“A Taste of Hell”


#24-1	2001: A year on Marriage and Family


		Chaplet of the Holy Family - CD & Tape, and Transcript


		An Audio Tape on the Christmas Gospels


	2	Father Anthony Fisher’s Homily on the Holy Family


		“Ave Joseph”


	Sp	“The Mission of our Guardian Angels”


																		


�
�
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group





	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $7.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]


----------





Compiled by David D. Murray for the Maria Valtorta


Readers’ Group, 12 Parker Road, Silvan Vic. 3795 AUSTRALIA


Tel/Fax 61 3 9737 9228; E-mail:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au


Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au














