 “Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” – Pope Pius XII
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EDITORIAL





 “We are only the earthenware jars that hold this treasure, and to make it clear that such an overwhelming power comes from God, and not from us.”  (2 Cor. 4:7)





Dear Readers,


One of our members, who prefers to remain anonymous, echoes the above Scripture passage by saying:


“The inadequacy of the instrument does not disguise


the graces that pour forth."





2001 - A Year on Prayer, Marriage and Family


This Bulletin marks the end of six years of Readers’ Group activities. A number of themes have emerged during this time, with the development of items in the following years (special ones are highlighted):


1997 and 1998: Booklets on “Abba! Father!”, “The Holy Spirit”, and “The Genesis and Activity of a Soul”, plus publication of the first edition of “A Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God”;


1999: The stirring “Story of Mary Magdalene” prompted further booklets: “Forgiving and being Forgiven” and “The Sacrament of Reconciliation”;


2000: Four more booklets: “Love and Pain…”, “Joseph”, “Love Me as Eucharist”, and “The Priests of Jesus” - plus the three-Audio-Tape set and transcript of the Gospel-meditated Rosary;


2001:  More booklets - “What Greater Love?”, the comprehensive “The Prayer Life and Teachings of Jesus and Mary” (60 p., including a Scripture references and a thematic index), and the recently completed “package”: “Marriage and Family Life, with Jesus, Mary and Joseph” *, “The Strength and Value of Woman”, and the recording of the “Chaplet of the Holy Family” - a vital and timely trio.


	The Chaplet draws together 50 pearls of wisdom from the two last-mentioned booklets, interspersed in Rosary-type format between the Hail Maries of five “decades”:


Man and Woman,


The Soul of a Child,


Wife and Mother,


Husband and Father, and


Redemption of the Family.


	It is available on Audio Tape (90 min.) or CD (78 min.), with the transcript in A5-sized Booklet or wire-bound Pocketbook. The Audio Tape and A5 Booklet include a passage about the life and works of Maria Valtorta.


For the time being, the Chaplet is available only from the Readers’ Group. Prices are listed on the Catalogue enclosed with this bulletin.





One Last Item


Now being completed as this Bulletin is assembled, is Audio Tape #11 (90 min.): “Christmas Gospels” - the last of a 28-tape series recording Maria Valtorta’s accounts of the Gospel passages of the Church’s 3-year (A, B and C) cycle of Sunday Gospels. This Tape expands on four Christmas Gospels of late December 2001:


Mt. 1:18-24 - Mary’s pregnancy & Joseph’s dilemma,


Lk. 2:1-7 - The Birth of Jesus,


Lk. 2:8-20 - The Adoration by the Shepherds, and


Mt. 2:13-15,19-23 - The Holy Family in Egypt.


	(Readers’ interest is being sought on the possibility of repeating/continuing this series for the next 3-year cycle. As the calendars vary from year to year, a new monthly assembly may be needed - using many of the passages already recorded.)





And Now…


	It’s about three years since I closed the books on my fourth complete reading of The Poem of the Man-God, and I believe it’s time to settle down and “smell the flowers” once again. I’m looking longingly at Volume 1 as the beginning of God’s Christmas gift - another journey with Jesus, Mary, Joseph, the apostles, and all the protagonists and antagonists of this “Greatest Story Ever Told”.


	May your Christmas be as grace-filled and joyful as I hope mine will be.


	God bless you all.


	David D. Murray


	Editor and Assistant Convenor


																		





	* “Marriage and Family Life…” (80 p.) includes a two-page thematic index and more than 100 Scripture references. It is also being distributed by the Hampton Marian Centre, 261 Hampton St. Hampton 3188 Vic.  Tel. 61 3 9597 0333.


																		


		HOMILY OF FATHER ANTHONY FISHER O.P.		





(Many thanks to members who helped with arrangements and accommodation during a recent “valtortling” journey to NSW and Queensland. We were blessed by the enthusiasm for Maria Valtorta’s writings, from both old and new “disciples”. The tour concluded in Victoria with a day of reflection on Maria’s writings on the Holy Family, at St. Dominic’s East Camberwell, on 10th November. We were privileged to have Father Anthony Fisher, Director of the John Paul II Institute for Marriage and Family in Melbourne, celebrate Holy Mass for us. Here is his homily:)





	A few years ago I was Chaplain in a primary school. Before Christmas I asked a class of 5-year olds why God became a Baby at the first Christmas. There were various answers - such as “wanted Christmas presents”, and “so we could sing Christmas carols”. One wide-eyed child - a budding theologian, answered: “So God could have a family”.


	The institution of the family has taken quite a beating in recent years: on one hand “family” is romanticized in various ways, presented in its most ideal form - with various attempts by interest groups to “shanghai” this ideal - with ordinary families feeling that they never measure up. On the other hand, the family is often criticized, presented in its most unhappy form, and blamed for all sorts of social and personal ills.


	But the fact is that the family is - naturally and in faith - a community of life and love, established by marriage which is entered into freely and for life, and fulfilled faithfully. Children are welcomed, loved and nurtured within a home, and located within a wider kinship system of grandparents, cousins, uncles and aunts etc. This community is the basic unit of society, the principal producer and nurturer of the next generation, and fundamental to our entire economy, culture, church and society. As Maria Valtorta puts it: “A family (even for the Son of God)… must exist. There is no theory or progress capable of destroying this truth, without causing ruin…”


	Santayana, the great Spanish philosopher, described family as “one of nature’s masterpieces”. George Bernard Shaw, the great dramatist and social critic, declared that “the greatest service that can be rendered by anyone, to his country and to mankind, is to bring up a family”. And Vatican II described it as a “domestic church”, the smallest unit, where knowledge and the love of God is first imparted, and which responds overall to the education and transfer of values to our children and to our future. Yet the family, today, is under tremendous pressure.


	Well, what might the example of the Holy Family in Bethlehem have to say to all this? Today’s Gospel passage (the finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple) is the only authority revealed to us about the “hidden years” of Jesus’ life: the story of Jesus’ “bar mitzvah”, i.e. the coming of age religiously at 12, fully initiated into the requirements of the Law. (If circumcision was like our Baptism, bar mitzvah was like our Confirmation.) Jesus went up to the Temple in Jerusalem - like we would go up to the Cathedral for the annual festival, including Confirmation. Jesus belonged to a religious family and probably went up every year, maybe even three times a year. He learned from them His religious piety: how to speak and work, how to pray and worship, what God is like. He learnt about humility, obedience, compassion, virtue.


These aspects of our life are described by the seer whose works you are considering today, as nourishment for your imaginations and devotion. As Maria Valtorta records Jesus saying to her: “I grew like a flower protected by vigorous trees, between those two loves that interlaced above Me, to protect Me, and love Me…” Jesus, we know, was surrounded by affection: when Mary addresses Him (in today’s Gospel) She uses the word teknon = little one, my baby - a term full of tenderness despite Her obvious anxiety. For every mother, perhaps, her child is still her little one, even when “of age”.


This was Jesus’ first sign of His future: He joins the theologians and priests in the Temple and teaches them. He was 12 years old: precocious like Solomon who was 12 at the time of his famous judgement, like Samuel who was 12 at the time of his first prophecy, like Daniel who was 12 at the time of his verdict. It is obvious that Jesus has been taught His religion very well, by His parents at home. He shows His love for His Father’s house in His answer to Mary, which sounds cheeky and even unfeeling. But He is probably just quoting back Her own words - Her own teaching - that absolute obedience to God the Father comes before all else.


Today’s story about the Holy Family does not protect Jesus, Mary and Joseph from the trials of family life. It is about Jesus’ vocation, but it doesn’t hide anxieties about parenting and tensions between generations. At pilgrimage time, Jesus probably had 100,000 adults and children wandering safely among extended family of clan, but like at shopping centres, children are easily lost. When His parents found Him, Mary says they were oduno-menoi = in very grave anxiety. This word appears only one other time in the Gospel: in the parable of Dives and Lazarus, which describes the suffering of the rich man in Hades… Jesus is now an adolescent, and asserting His adolescent independence, even if He returns home and lives obediently with His parents.


Even the Holy Family is not spared anguish of soul, and uncertainties of faith, and about the future of children - that is the lot of every parent. And even if the Holy Family was so tried, how much more must ordinary families rely upon the grace of God and the support of their community. So today we pray for all families, entrusting them to the care of the Holy Family, who know their joys and fears, excitements and disappointments, health and sickness, lives and deaths.





AVE JOSEPH





Hail Joseph! Image of the Father!


Full of love and peace, justice and mercy!


The Lord is with you and with Mary.


Blessed are you among all men,


And blessed is the fruit of your love:


Jesus! The Word made Flesh.





Holy Joseph! Father to God,


Spouse of the Immaculate,


Pray for us sinners now,


And at the hour of our death. Amen.





(Forwarded by Geraldine Ryan,


from “Joseph’s Place”, Tallebudgera Valley, Qld.)





The Mission of our Guardian Angels


	The Supplement to this Bulletin is a compilation of heart-moving passages on a subject we hear little about these days - our Guardian Angels. Included are three passages recently translated by Bro. Chrys. Castel for his web-site in U.S.A., from the Italian 1945-50 Notebooks. [Members have been anxiously waiting, for some time, for this book’s English translation!] Below are just a few words from Azariah, Maria’s Guardian Angel. - Ed.)


“…Besides the omnipresent Eye of God, two spiritual angels preside and note your every action toward your neighbour… Must you live near someone who does not please you? First of all, do not judge. You know not how to judge. Man rarely judges justly. But even while judging justly - on the basis of the positive elements examined without prejudice or human spite - do not fail in charity. For besides failing toward your neighbour, you fail also toward the Guardian Angel of that neighbour….”





†   R I P   †


Please pray for the souls of


Frank Churton, wife of Marjorie, from Melbourne,


who died on All Souls’ Day, 2nd November 2000;


of John McInnes, from Glasgow, Scotland,


who died on 24th October 2001;


of Veronica Picard, from Portland, Victoria,


who died on 19th June 2001; and 


of Joy Butcher, mother of Jeannie Johnson of 


Hocking W.A., who died some weeks ago.


																		


						   	LETTERS								


 (From Australia unless stated otherwise)





The Poem of the Man-God


	Another year has passed, and I’ve had many hours of wonderful company with Maria’s writings. Did I ever tell you how I came to read The Poem? I had actually thought it was a work of Poetry about Our Lord, and as I love poetry, I wrote away for it… To my great surprise, Volume 1 arrived, and I was not quite sure what to do - when I learned there were 4 other volumes equally as large. What a daunting read! Needless to say, when I began to read I became totally “hooked”, and I read my way through 14 glorious months of “living in Palestine”. How sad I was when Volume 5 ended - never before or since (or ever) shall there be such a satisfactory reading experience.


	Later, I read and enjoyed her other books, which are very beautiful, but I had never expected to be “privy” to all the life, associates and times of our beloved Jesus, Mary and Joseph.


	Our Lord must have understood my inquisitive nature, when he let me accidentally stumble on these wonderful books. I will remain forever “hooked”, and my original volumes are now looking a bit worn and weathered…


	Thank you for your supplement on “Hell”. It made me re-think my life totally, and I wanted to give it to everyone to read. Hell is never mentioned these days, when more than ever we should be aware of its hideous reality. Forever is FOREVER. Why isn’t it preached about today?


ROSE MARY RHODES. Carlingford, N.S.W.





Thank you for volumes 4 and 5. Can’t wait to read them. I knew nothing until I read The Poem, now the Bible has new meaning and excitement for me.


	Thanks also for the “Purgatory” compilation (“A Post-Mortem View of Iside Valtorta”). I wish everyone - most of all the young who don’t know about it - could read this leaflet. I shall copy mine and leave it where the family can read it.


FAY VON DEMLEUX, Clybucca, NSW.





	My mother Veronica Picard introduced us to Maria Valtorta, and she, along with my sister and I, purchased all the volumes of The Poem between us some years ago. My husband David, who had never finished a book in his life, was so fascinated by these books that he began working his way through them a year or more ago, and hasn’t stopped! I am almost through my second reading/reflection of them. We have found them to be incredibly real, very spiritually uplifting, and most significantly for myself, they have given me a newly found love of Sunday Mass, especially the liturgy of the Word and the Eucharist.


	I won’t say they began my renewal of faith as an adult, but they certainly came at a time when I was searching for a personal spirituality, and have been such a joy to read, and a confirmation for me of the love of God…


KERRY PICARD-ARNOTT, Portland, Vic.


	(Kerry then advises that her mother Veronica, died in June this year. Kerry is taking her place as a Readers’ Group member. - Ed.)





The Bulletins


Many thanks for your email and for the latest bulletin. I printed out a couple of copies and put them in our local "library", to be borrowed by those who will.


JOHN McINNES, Glasgow, U.K.


	(John died suddenly, on 24th October. R.I.P.)





	…Congratulations as always on the Bulletin. I also agree with the other readers - the booklets don’t prevent one from reading The Poem, and they have the added bonus of attracting people who have never heard of Maria Valtorta’s writings, after getting a glimpse of this grand work via the booklets… I know God is pleased.


	(Carol mentions that Marta Diciotti, Maria’s companion, passed away on 5th February this year, aged 70 - see mention of her in the Guardian Angels Supplement…)


	I loved the story of the 3 little spiders (Bulletin # 23), and I love reading other readers’ letters also…


CAROL PREVEDELLO, Chiswick N.S.W.





I intend to relate your “spiders” incident to my prayer group at the next meeting. How the Lord can work in riddles, so as not to infringe on our free will. I wish He would be blunter sometimes - yet then again maybe not.


My heart leaps when your envelopes arrive… They get me going again…


JIM STEBBING, (moving to) Drysdale, Vic.





The Booklets


The booklets are very inspiring and encouraging. Not only do they teach us the ways of Our Lord, but they show us the beauty of His Divine love, and His Father’s care, for each and every one of us…


As for defending the booklets… all the great works - e.g. of St. Thomas Aquinas, St. John of the Cross, St. Faustina Kowalska etc. - are abbreviated into subjects. And so they become booklets (or separate books) for the sole purpose of helping the reader/student to study the subject in depth, e.g. “Spiritual Darkness of the Night”, or “On Humility”. So it would be fair then, rather than try to find the subject one is seeking in so many volumes, that the subject be made into a booklet. No “booklet” ever takes away anything from the whole of the great work of any saint etc. But rather, it promotes an urge towards knowing all of the work/gift. For didn’t Jesus, when He gave the Sermon on the Mount, teach us the 8 Beatitudes, rather than the whole Bible at once? He knows we are only children who get lost, so with love, He guides us with progressive subjects and themes, till we learn the whole…			CAROL PREVEDELLO, Chiswick, N.S.W.





The “Marriage & Family” and “Woman” Booklets


(E-mails from Ed)


I got the (“Marriage & Family Life…” and “… Woman”) booklets, and all I can say is wow, they are really great, I'm thrilled to have been a small part of their production.


 (Ed was a major inspiration for many facets of these booklets. I’m trying to coax him into a visit to Oz. DM.)


I had a woman come up to me this morning after Mass all excited about “The Strength And Value Of Woman”. She said she was going to get more of them. Boy, was she ever excited.		   ED FORD, Scottsdale AZ, U.S.A.





Many thanks for the two booklets, family and woman. They are great.									    FR. K.R., Vic.





…What an extraordinary life - bedridden, yet the agent for volumes of books from the record of her written accounts of her visions. She reminds me of the German mystic-stigmatist Teresa Neumann about 1920.


I see that the booklet focuses on Marriage and Family Life, and how it is woven into the life and words of Christ. So it is very relevant to today’s world where marriage and family life is so threatened by a hedonistic culture. Has Christianity become just a background to society, instead of being a living inspiration?


The booklet is very well compiled from Maria’s writings reflecting on the Gospels, and very well produced. David, congratulations, especially on the inside front cover explanation, and on Page 80, even if they be the work of others.	      BROTHER J.A. McGLADE, Strathfield, NSW


	(“Brother Jim” was my old English teacher in Sydney, some 52 years ago. I think he’s given me a pass. - Ed.)





Thank you for the booklet on Marriage. I remember reading in the 1st volume of the Poem, the beautiful love of Joachim and Anne, and the love between Mary and Joseph. So beautiful that my tears are to be found on the first 250 pages.									 Fr. T. M., NSW





The “Douay-Rheims Bible


	Thank you for sending this Bible - I wanted to experience the true translation. The first thought that came to my mind was the Angel’s greeting: “Hail, full of grace”, rather than the modern translation “highly favoured”. Although written in old English, I found it very easy to read, and to understand the true meanings of the words.


	I love reading the letters of like-minded people, expressing their delight in the various bulletins and booklets…				 CHARLES DONOVAN, Koondoola, W.A.





The Gospel Meditated Rosary


	Have just received the 1943 Notebooks and the Rosary tapes. Started listening to (the first) tape when I went to collect my grandson - just love it.


ANGELA PAYNE, Duncraig, W.A.





A Guardian Angel


	I was so relieved that your return trip from Brisbane was safe. Your Angel must have had hot hands, holding the tail shaft together…


PAT EDSTEIN, Indooroopilly, Qld.


	[My Guardian Angel (whose name is Paul) has been watching over me for some years now - nearly 70 in fact. The tail shaft was a bit noisy but not unsafe, and I was able to find another of similar vintage to my tried and trusty Datsun and replace it, soon after my return. - Ed.]





A Letter from “Elizabeth”


	Thank you for the much welcomed parcel with bulletins, booklets etc. I savor the time to read once my mail box receives this “parcel of peace and plenty” - what an abundance of grace.


I recently gave a selection of booklets you have compiled to an Anglican brother in Christ… who was a member of both the recent Kairos prison ministry teams. I did warn him, saying that I didn’t have the words to describe what would happen to him and his life, once the parcel was received. I mentioned that it should be labelled “handle with care”, because it would blow up a lot of his previous concepts of the Lord, and he’d never be the same again - how exciting. He was enthralled with the “Mary Magdalene” booklet, and the “Forgiving and Being Forgiven”. His role in next Kairos team, to enter the prison in November, is to speak on forgiveness… I have this vision of him running backwards and forwards to the tea room at his office - to ponder the wisdom of this extraordinary work of grace (another confirmation not to discontinue the booklets!).


I’m still co-ordinating our parish’s Scripture Study group… It has become a lovely little community of mutual friendship and nurture in the Lord. Encouragement can be a powerful friend, and is one of the greatest ministries we can give - to lift the spirits of fellow believers… (We have learned) so much more about the Bible through The Poem, and the bounty of valuable and cherished articles that arrive regularly….					  “ELIZABETH”, NSW.


																		





Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group


	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $7.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]





Compiled by David D. Murray for the Maria Valtorta


Readers’ Group, 12 Parker Road, Silvan Vic. 3795 AUSTRALIA


Tel/Fax 61 3 9737 9228; E-mail:  valtorta@alphalink.com.au


Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au














