“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” – Pope Pius XII
MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP - AUSTRALIA
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EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,

In the previous issue, a question was raised about the number of Readers’ Group booklets now available, and whether these are being preferred to journeying with Jesus and Mary through the “essential” works of Maria Valtorta, especially The Poem of the Man-God.

There was a flurry of responses (see Letters section), all wanting the booklets continued. And people are still buying the books. So back to the drawing board - with two very special new booklets, and an augmented one.

This issue also includes a further abundance of readers’ letters, plus the Supplement: “A Taste of Hell” - certainly a subject we need to be (and seldom are) reminded about.


More “valtortling” days are now being planned for September and October - in Perth, Sydney, Brisbane and Melbourne for a start. Fliers are included for the areas where dates and venues have so far been arranged.

May the Lord bless and keep you all.

David D. Murray,  Editor and Assistant Convenor.

“Marriage and Family Life - 

 


 with Jesus, Mary and Joseph”




“Most IVF Couples Opt to Kill ‘Spare’ Embryos”
MELBOURNE, Australia, JUNE 12, 2001 

(http://www.zenit.org)

“Ninety-five percent of the couples who undergo in vitro fertilization in the State of Victoria prefer their embryos to be killed after five years in storage, rather than give them to other childless couples, the Sydney Morning Herald quoted an IVF clinic director as saying.”


So begins a story which echoes the times we are living in, with the all-too-familiar themes of

· different sexual unions seen as “preferences”, emphasising “rights”, rather than “responsibilities”;

· a child now becoming a “commodity” to be designer-driven or disposed of at will;

· economic pressures forcing both parents into the workforce, and children into child-minding centres;

· marriage breakdown, with its consequent costs for families, children, and society’s whole moral fabric.


The question: What to do?


Early in August I attended an intensive course on the Biblical Theology of Marriage and Family, conducted by an American priest: Prof. Paul Mankowski S.J. from Rome. It was a wonderful and timely opportunity to “test the water” with the draft of a new booklet on “Marriage and Family Life…), from the “essential” writings of Maria Valtorta. (As Valtorta devotees know, these writings are “seeped” in Scripture - both Old and New Testaments.)

I am delighted to report that, apart from an expansion and tightening up of Scriptural references, this booklet has been rigorously tested, and REMAINS UNCHANGED. I believe that it signals an important milestone in the Readers’ Group’s activity, and a number of options are being explored for its publication. In its present form, it comprises 80 pages of text, with five parts:

· Some fundamentals of marriage and family.

· Difficulties and departures from the ideal.

· Role models to be guided by (highlighting the wonderful examples given to us by the Holy Family).

· Souls of children, and other good fruits of marriage.

· Some final teachings.


An initial printing has been arranged, with a hard white glossy cover containing a beautiful coloured drawing of the Holy Family - Mary, Joseph and the Boy Jesus - in their home in Nazareth.

Its price is expected to be $Aust 5.00. 


Jesus says:
"The Family was the first reality redeemed by God, reconstructed as the Eternal had conceived it. 

Two who love one another in a holy way, join in the same holy way to bend over a newborn babe. And in the kiss they exchange over that cradle, there is no savor of lust, but mutual gratitude and the mutual promise, to love one another with reciprocal love, which aids and comforts…"  (Notebooks 1943, p. 516).
I ask readers to join with Pat Edstein from Indooroo-pilly in Queensland, who writes:



“…I’m really looking forward to the new booklet, and I pray the Holy Family guards and guides it…”

Thank You Jesus, thank You Mary, thank you Joseph. This booklet is now in good hands.



“The Strength and Value of  Woman”




Waiting in the wings has been an upgrading of the first little compilation ever done - in 1993, photo-copied on A4 pages - on the subject of “Women”. It seemed like a good idea to include these extracts in the “Marriage and Family Life…” booklet - but when re-assembled and expanded, they amounted to 40 pages, and clearly represented a separate “companion” booklet. The main permeating themes are the example of Mary Herself, plus Jesus’ teachings for all women, young or old, single or with children. Jesus even clarifies the subject of women priests.

This booklet is now available, wire bound, with a beautiful picture of Mary on the cover. Its price is $Aust. 3.50.

Mary says:

“Now and always be like daughters to My Mother. She will guide you in everything. She can guide girls as well as widows, wives as well as mothers, as She has become aware of all the consequences of every condition through Her own experience, as well as through supernatural wisdom. Love one another, love Me in Mary. You will never fail, because She is the Tree of Life, the living Ark of God, the form of God in Whom Wisdom made Its Seat, and Grace became Flesh.”  (The Poem, Vol. 5, p. 334).


THREE LITTLE SPIDERS - A TRUE STORY



Some time ago, when I was completing the final assembly of the booklet: “Forgiving, and Being Forgiven”, I realised that I couldn’t fit it all into the 32 pages allocated in my computer program. So I decided to delete the second part of the last passage - “On Not Judging”.


A little later I suddenly noticed a tiny little spider, hanging down from the ceiling and wriggling its legs, right between my eyes and the computer screen. Fascinated by this, I rang my friend Christine, and said that there could be a message in this little event.


When we finished our conversation, I went back to the computer. A few minutes later the same little spider was back again. It must have returned to the ceiling, moved across about nine inches, come down, and now was almost touching my glasses. A message, for sure!


I rang Christine again. She told me that after my first call she went into the bathroom and had a similar visit from another tiny little spider! We each picked up our Bible and found a passage at random. But neither passage seemed to be relevant, and I was left, mystified.


36 hours later, in bed, the word: “thread” came to my mind. Was this the missing link? I went to the computer and, would you believe, that word was in that part of the passage I’d deleted from booklet! The first part of “On Not Judging” was still there, describing Maria’s vision of the large bronze door and the light behind it - from Notebooks 1943, pages 28-9. This first part concluded with: 

“I understood in that Light that we must love everyone, not judge anyone, forgive everything, and live through God alone. Two years have passed, but I still see that brilliance…”

The second part, restored into the (first edition) booklet’s inside back cover - ended with Jesus’ words:

“If I had not halted you with my ‘Do not judge’ - making you reflect that even in someone apparently less suited to being an instrument of God, God might be present - you would have broken, with your violence, what I had knotted together: a silk thread destined to become a ship’s hawser, with cables of superhuman charity and human affection…

“Go in peace. Your Jesus does nothing without a perfect purpose.”…


This story has two sequels. The first happened during a recent “valtortling” trip. Coorparoo in Brisbane was the first stop, and while talking on a quite unrelated subject, a tiny spider walked across my notes. Another message, of course: “tell the ‘spider’ story”, which I’ve done many times since. For me, the passage “On Not Judging” is a vital component of a vital story. When I am judging, I am not forgiving. But when I forgive, and am not judging, all good things become possible.


The second sequel has been the production of a new edition of the “Forgiving, and Being Forgiven” booklet, which has been improved by:

· the inclusion of the parables of The Lost Sheep and The Prodigal Son;

· a new cover with the painting of Rembrandt’s Prodigal Son, plus a very telling “bookmark” inside;  and

· spiral binding - much easier to read and stay open (see Ed Ford’s comment in the “Letters” section).

The price is now $A 3.50. I hope and pray that its circulation will be far and wide. A God-given “bonus” has already been the discovery of opportunities for delivery of this booklet into the prison systems, in certain countries. (See “Elizabeth’s” progress report in the Letters section.)

†   R I P   †
Please pray for the souls of Barry Johnson,

husband of Jeanie, from Perth;

and Bill Hughes - husband of Gerda,

from Mullumbimby NSW.






   
LETTERS









(From Australia unless stated otherwise)
From Two of our “Foundation” Members


I still to get comfort from Maria Valtorta’s writings, and continue to praise the Lord for this wonderful resource in my life.





  MARIA PARKER, Kirwan, Qld.


The passage about Socrates was interesting. When I originally (or later) read The Poem, I was struck by Our Lord’s conversation with Pilate (mentioning Socrates). The evangelists were certainly inspired …


By the way.. in the “Pilgrim’s Guide” you have listed Socrates as a Roman philosopher…

DOT CLAYTON, Killara, NSW.


(Thanks Dot. Socrates was certainly a Greek philosopher. This will be corrected when the third edition of the PG comes out - Ed.)

The Poem…

I have just finished reading The Poem of the Man-God. Beautiful reading! And inspiring!…

CARMEL SORLULLO, Ingham, Qld.


I have finally read the complete Poem (it took me about a year). It has been a wonderful experience, and has made the gospels come to life for me.

CHRIS SMITH, Castle Hill, NSW

…I have the 5 volumes of The Poem and enjoyed every word. No doubt the Notebooks will continue to inspire me.








  FATHER T.M., NSW

The Bulletins
Thank you for the Bulletin No.22. It's always a good day when a bulletin arrives. I immediately put everything else away and read every word of it. There is always so much to reflect on, so much spiritual food. It also gives a sense of renewal, to be connected with those who share the same faith and beliefs, and often the same thoughts and insights. The Maria Valtorta readers are a real family, always sustaining each other. So a heartfelt thanks for keeping us all together.

SHELAGH GOONEWARDENE, Burwood, Vic.


…The bulletin is a joy to read and to reflect upon. Don’t ever change it! …It warms the soul…

CAROL PREVEDELLO, Cheswich, NSW


The Supplements and Booklets have opened up the wonderful works of Maria Valtorta to so many more people - especially those unable to read the big volumes.

MARY ROSS, Tyaak, Vic.

The Gospel Meditated Rosary

I sometimes let the ironing pile up so that I can listen and pray the Rosary tapes. They really are beautiful.

PAT EDSTEIN, Indooroopilly, Qld.


(The steady demand for the tapes and the transcript booklet shows no signs of abating. - Ed.)

The Booklets


(In the last bulletin I mentioned my concern, that some people might be reading these booklets instead of taking that wonderful journey with Jesus and Mary through the pages of The Poem. Below are some responses - Ed.)
Thank you for the bulletins & supplements. They are a great way to hear how Our Lord has touched the lives of so many people.

I would like to encourage you to continue with the compilations on whatever subjects you are inspired to do. I love to read passages on the same topic. Some times I stop at one that I particularly need to focus on & I'll go to the book & read the whole section. At these times I'm very thankful to you for doing the work that I don't have time to do, as a busy home-schooling mother of nine…

LORRAINE HAYDON, Woodlands, W.A.
In your newsletter you talk about being on the verge of producing a few little books on love and marriage. Well I think this is great, because the family, sex, marriage is where there lies a strong need for education from a spiritual point of view - even for those of us who believe ourselves to be quite Christian. 

These books will be quite special to me when you finally produce them, because one of the greatest problems I encounter is family relationship breakdown, the need to know how to conduct ourselves, and what our obligations and the responsibilities of love are in marriage. 

As a matter of fact this was one of my early dreams upon reading the Poem, seeing its potential for basic instruction on the family…

JOHNNY CANTARELLA, Wishart, Qld.


Thank you for sending me the two (latest) booklets. I read them almost immediately. On the subject of the booklets on womanhood and marriage, I hope you will consider one on widowhood - for all the lonely hearts left to wonder why God leaves so many people and children alone in the world. The Bible does not talk much about them, but refers to them as outcasts. Continue the booklets.





 STELLA MORRIS, Duncraig, W.A.


(Widowhood is a sub-theme of the new “Marriage and Family Life…” booklet. - Ed.)
…The Group is doing a great job unpacking the Treasure chests Jesus has given us through Maria's writings. I think that thematic compilations are helpful for the reasons you’ve outlined; also in following the method of Jesus to use - as a starting point or introduction to teaching - people's own personal life situations and beliefs.

Has anyone compiled a list of existing and potential archaeological sites based on the information from The Poem? I have always thought that if archaeologists were to consult The Poem, they would find a treasure trove of leads as to where to dig and what to look for. Someday, someone might make a systematic connection between some of what is already known, and the correspondence with Maria's descriptions. For example, some of the recently discovered mansions of the rich in the upper city of Jerusalem must not be far away from the mansions of Lazarus and his sisters - and that of Joanna/Chuza - based on the descriptions of the sights and sounds of the area, including the proximity of Herod's palace. As Jesus said, like seeds blown in the wind, the signs of His presence and love are all over His homeland. So are the signs of His Work available to every field of human study, for those who do not see, but hear with faith and love.

JOSEPHINE SHIPLACOFF, Los Angeles, CA, U.S.A.


(This suggested exploration work is certainly an exciting idea. I’ll bet somebody is being lined up for it. - Ed.)

Thank you for your latest writings, "What Greater Love?," and "The Prayer Life and Teachings of Jesus and Mary." I look forward to studying both booklets. They will be helpful for my Marian Renewal Ministry.

I will be giving an evening retreat in a retreat center and preaching Marian and Eucharistic Evenings in two parishes. Prayer is always a primary topic for Mary, and so I look forward to getting into your “Prayer” booklet from Maria Valtorta's experiences.

You are remembered at Mass and in my prayers.

Peace in Jesus and Mary.

FATHER AL WINSHMAN, Boston MA. U.S.A.


…I find “What Greater Love?” a marvelous help for prayer and contemplation. The references included are heart-warming - especially the effect of the betrayal of Judas on our Saviour…

With regard to (the question of) the booklets preventing the books being read - I doubt it. New readers would have to be gradually encouraged, and the faithful (would be) enthused more than ever.

ANNE DEVELIN, Terrigal, NSW
The “Douay-Rheims” Bible


(This letter is from Carol, who found an old D/R Bible, and didn’t know if it was authentic…)


…Thank you for the extra information… Yes, mine is authentic… I wouldn’t have known. I found the little Bible thrown away among many various other books that were for sale… I felt sad for it, and bought it. It has been on my bedside table ever since - reading passages before I sleep. Now I understand why it felt “special”…

CAROL PREVEDELLO, Chiswick, NSW.

Some of Ed’s E-mails
No matter where I travel, I'm listening either to the Stations or the Rosary tapes. Also, every morning at adoration, I spend time with one of the booklets… 

I often wonder when the Catholic media is really going to give Maria some space, and recognize her for what she was, as well as what she has done. But Our Blessed Lord told her she wouldn't be recognized in her time. What a blessing to have and read what she wrote.

(About the booklets, and after receiving copies of “What Greater Love?”, spiral-bound by mistake…)
Being small and light, the individual booklets are really great…. It’s wonderful how God works - allowing (or provoking?) the printer’s mistake with binding “What Greater Love?” … I really like the spiral binding, like it much better than the staples. I recommend going with the spiral anytime there is a reprinting in the future… So much easier to handle and read. I'd stick with that style regardless.

(What about the booklets becoming a distraction?)
I've been thinking about your concern about how these booklets would keep people from buying The Poem. It could be the opposite. It could lead them to The Poem… Once they get a small taste of what it all contains, perhaps this would lead them to the "complete" thing…

When Maria is known and read, wow!, what a source from which to draw. Many to whom I've given the booklets have been so appreciative, and continue to say how much they have helped… The thing I like most about them is that they center on one topic. It gives one a chance to continue thinking in that area.

(Other possibilities…?)
The chapter from Notebooks 1944, Jan. 15th. Wow, what a chapter!! Especially beginning where it says, "Oh, You cannot imagine what hell is!" From that sentence, till the end of the chapter, it really does clear one's thinking very quickly. Nothing like offering little suggestions, but people today are so blasé about Purgatory, and especially Hell.



   

   ED FORD, Scottsdale AZ, U.S.A.

(“Hell” is this Supplement’s subject, and “Purgatory” is now short-listed. In his own right, Ed publishes books which teach children to take responsibility for their actions. He has been a wonderful source of advice for me over a few years now, and has gave very significant assistance with the production of the “Marriage and Family…” booklet. - Editor)
Ongoing Adventures with “Elizabeth”
[From J.K. (Inmate of a NSW Correctional Centre - see “Elizabeth’s” story in Bulletin # 21’s Supplement).]

I have been reading the blue (Prayer) booklet every now and then… I find it very interesting… So far I’ve read passage No. 6 - A Retreat with Jesus; No. 26 - When Two are United in Prayer; and No. 25 - The Faith and Prayers of Mary.


Since getting back in touch with my Christianity through you “Elizabeth”, I’m really grateful… because reading this booklet… really gives me a sense of direction for a goal to reach in life. And it brings all those other feelings with it, by being grateful, fortunate, encouraged, determined, and appreciating that there are still people out there like you… Listening, spreading the reading of the Lord’s word seems to help me put everything in my life into perspective, and paints a beautiful picture of the rainbow - and every colour in it. The Lord’s ways of words mean so much. I always think of experiences I’ve had myself, and think of the ways the Lord dealt with them. Then I’ll try to put my own situation into practice, and pray for the outcome to what I expect - or close to it. Then it makes things all worthwhile. But we do have our ups and downs - something we have to live with I suppose, the best way we can… 

 (“Elizabeth” writes about a new group she has subsequently been with:)


The following is an old saying that was told to me by an elderly Salvation Army women:  “There’s a little bit of bad in the best of us, and a little bit of good in the worst of us - so it ill behoves any of us to talk about the rest of us”… God is much bigger than our pettiness and unhealed areas, and His grace is evident in the changed hearts and lives. There are now 24 new followers, eager to learn and grow ( enclosed photo). I wish I could tape their personal testimonies, they are powerful. I am still receiving letters from various prisons, and I love sharing the faith journey…


(Recently, “Elizabeth” phoned through a moving story of a very positive reaction, when she showed her prison group some advance copies of the new edition of the “Forgiving…” booklet. She had to beg for the return of one of the ten copies she arrived with - for herself. - Ed.)

A Short, Powerful Little Prayer

…I love the “Jesus” Rosary… and say it every morning as I walk to the dairy at 6 a.m…

FRANCES DUCE, Boyanup, W.A.


[This beautiful and powerful little prayer was printed in Bulletin # 10, and (a modified version) is worth repeating (see below). It takes 3 or 4 minutes. Say it with the Rosary beads, slowly, holding a Crucifix or a picture of Jesus (such as that on the rose petal) in front of you - Ed.]
On each of the “Our Father” beads, pray:

“Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and 

   Immaculate Heart of Mary, I love You.

Most Holy Trinity, I adore You.

Dear Lord, please touch the minds, 

  hearts and souls of all who read 

  Maria Valtorta’s writings, and all 

  with whom they come in contact.


On each “Hail Mary” bead, say slowly, and with love:

“Jesus”.


Finally, some words from an old hymn:

“Heart of Jesus, Heart of Jesus,

Burning with love for me,

Inflame my heart, inflame my heart,

With love, with love for Thee”.

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $7.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]

----------
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group, 

12 Parker Road, Silvan, Vic. 3795  AUSTRALIA.  

Tel/Fax (Dial International Exit Number, then) 61 3 9737 9228. 

E-mail: valtorta@alphalink.com.au 
Web-Site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au
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