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�EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

Notes to Myself

	Over the past year or so, I’ve been jotting down items for future bulletins. Three of these items have (at last) been assembled for this bulletin’s supplement: some teachings from Jesus about Socrates and the human soul; cautioning messages about “wonder-seeking”, which can become an end in itself and a distraction from our God-given destiny; and warnings about debating with the devil, whose agenda is always evil, and with whom we can’t compete when we act without God’s help.

	But first…



“What Greater Love?”

	Many readers will know of that wonderful little booklet: “The Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ”. This was a classic, and was my personal stepping stone to buying and loving The Poem, as it has been for so many other readers. The booklet has been out of print for some time, and I’ve been contemplating something similar, to take its place.

A few weeks ago at Mass, during the Consecration, the words “He loves us” stirred my mind and my heart, and I remembered a small compilation I put together about 5 years ago, entitled “What Greater Love?”. This gathering of passages from The Poem highlighted the theme of Jesus becoming a Man, and suffering and dying for the likes of me. It’s been a joy and a privilege to have been able to have this compilation expanded into a new 48-page booklet of the same name, now available from the Readers’ Group. Its cover features a coloured picture of (what else but) the rose petal with the Face of the Crucified Jesus. Its cost: $A 3.50. ($A 1.00 = $US 0.51 cents) 



The Little Booklets

	Every time a new booklet comes to the surface, I say to myself “that’s enough”. My hesitation concerns the idea that people might be reading the booklets INSTEAD OF launching into that personal and precious experience of journeying with and getting to know - and therefore love - Jesus and Mary more, through the pages of The Poem, the Notebooks and The Book of Azariah. Each booklet’s passage selections are always a personal choice, and there must be other passages overlooked, which have important relevance for the individual reader.

	But (I believe) “Somebody” doesn’t want this activity to stop. I know that the booklets serve three purposes:

As “tasters” and stepping stones to Maria’s books - for people (like I was myself) who might feel intimidated by their very size (The Poem in particular), and wary of making a commitment to such extensive reading;

As opportunities (for those who have already “taken the plunge”) to re-visit and dwell on particular and much-loved themes;  and

To serve a particular need - such as dealing with forgiveness and other “unfinished business”; learning how to know, love and follow Jesus, Mary and Joseph more; appreciating the value of suffering; and understanding the nature of prayer.

	So this exciting venture continues. Waiting in the wings (for some years now) are booklets of Jesus’ teachings on womanhood and marriage…



The Gospel Meditated Rosary - on CD?

	A number of readers have inquired about having these three audio tapes produced on CD. Each tape is about 88-90 minutes long. I’m told, however, that the normal CDs are only about 70-74 minutes in length. Can any readers advise about this?



Ines Campos

	(Some years ago, shortly after I had began my journey with Jesus and Mary in The Poem of the Man-God, I put together a compilation of Jesus’ teachings on womanhood. Ines Campos, from Casula NSW, saw a copy of this - sent to her by Christine Draga - and asked for another compilation I’d done on Joseph. She was my first “customer”. About a year ago, Ines wrote a small piece about the Rosary tapes:

“The meditations on the Holy Rosary are just so beautiful. The more lines I pray, my soul steps into the picture, and I feel I am in that journey with Jesus and Mary. My spirit is travelling with them in every word, in every thought, in every deed, in every joy, and in every sorrow. And I feel I am giving Our Mother a little comfort by making this journey with her.”

(Ines died on 13th March 2001. I believe that the 13th of the month was very special to Ines. Her friend Maureen Wright tells this story:)

…She was always so gracious and loving. Apparently she went into a coma a few days before her death, but came out of it the day before, and was well enough to talk and pray Rosaries with her family. The family requested a Rosary from the priests at Blessed Padro Pio's monastery, and it was during this time of its scheduled recitation that she died….

The Philippino community, to which she was a mother figure, organised a novena, which was said each night at 8pm in the Church. Her body spent the Friday night in the church for an overnight vigil of prayer after 8pm Mass. Her funeral was truly special, full of singing, moving tributes and tears. The church was full. Her joy for life, love of God and family and friends flowed out in the eulogies, especially the wonderful witness she had been to all of us in her devotion to prayer, the Divine Mercy, and Our Lady.

At the end, her son and one of her daughters sang a beautiful song to their Mum, which of course had us all reaching for our already soaked hankies. It was a truly beautiful Mass and funeral. She was a truly beautiful woman and friend. Much missed. God bless.

(By “co-incidence”, another Readers’ Group member, Rita Bates from my Parish, died on 13th April 2001 - Good Friday. May the souls of both Rita and Ines rest in God’s peace. - Ed.)



An Update from Craig

(Bulletin # 18 contains an article about Craig Rogers’ Master’s Thesis on aspects of The Poem, comparing Maria Valtorta’s writings with records and information from other historical sources…)

…My thesis (on The Poem) was finished in the Spring, and I presented to the faculty at the University of Denver. No one there was even Catholic, so the whole idea was a bit alien for them, but they were interested nonetheless, and approved my work. Actually, it probably went over there, a "religious studies" institution, better than it would have at a Catholic "theological" institution.

Though the former normally lacks any kind of a faith commitment, they tend to be pretty broad-minded when it comes to religious experience, kind of like William James I suppose. At Fordham (New York) - where I'm at now - and in other Catholic Theology programs, the whole idea would have been met with a bit more cynicism I'm afraid. 

I'm working on a PhD now in Scriptural studies, and getting a first rate education. I think if I'm ever going to be able to advocate credibly for the Poem to a scholarly crowd, I've got to keep learning what the scholars believe and don't believe. I know I've got a long ways to go. 

Many blessings on this Holy Week, as I realize that it is already Good Friday for you.  Godspeed.

(Below is a later message, just received with an e-mail copy of his thesis - which I can forward to you if you wish…)

In briefly looking over (the finished thesis), I can tell that I would have gone about some things differently. I know much more now after a year of scripture studies. Still, I think it makes a solid case to say that, at the very least, even to the most a-religious person on the planet, Maria's writings either

defy any sort of conventional explanation, and belong to some area of psychological phenomenon we cannot as of yet account for;

are the work of unimaginable brilliance, if they are products of her own learning; or

are what they say they are, a gift of God.

Naturally, we know where we're at, but if someone is willing to listen on the merits of a) or b) and pursue the work further, then I think we're doing our job in bringing her work to a wider circle of people, some of whom will surely embrace the text for what it is.  Many blessings to you and all the readers.

CRAIG ROGERS, Riverdale, NY, U,S.A.

	(Craig is going to send me a hard copy. If any reader wants one also, please let me know very soon, and I’ll see if this is possible. - Ed.)



Feast Your Eyes on Jesus

	Do you wish to say “hello” to Jesus more often? Do you have access to Internet? Then this note, sent by Maureen Wright, might be for you. Just connect to the following address, then sit back…

< http://adore.inetcam.com/dynamicindex/cam0vo.html >



�Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Come, Holy Spirit, enlighten my heart,

to see the things which are of God.

Come, Holy Spirit, into my mind,

that I may know the things that are of God.

Come, Holy Spirit, into my soul,

that I belong only to God.

Sanctify all that I think, say and do,

that all will be for the glory of God. Amen.





Time, Precious Time



	(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)

"Every living being, and everything about the living, dies and vanishes, never to return. Joy, sorrow, health, illness, and life are episodes which come and dissolve, sooner or later, and do not come back, in that form, ever again… That specific joy, that specific sorrow, that illness, and that health, never return. It is a thing of the moment. When that moment is over, another moment like it will come, but that one, never again.

"And life... Oh, life, once over, never returns! You are given an hour of eternity, a moment of eternity, to conquer Eternity.

"Have you never considered that this subject could be applied to the parable of the money Luke speaks about? (Lk. 19:11-27.  See also Mt. 25:14-30.)

491"You are given one coin of eternity. The Lord entrusts it to you and says, 'Go. Do business with your coin until I return.' And, on his return, or rather, your return to Him, He asks you, 'What did you do with the coin you received?'…

"I give you time. This is at once love and justice. What would you say if I struck you at the first mistake? You would say, 'Why, Lord! If You had given me time to reflect, I would have repented!' I leave you time. You are at fault one, two, ten, seventy times, and I could strike you. I give you time. So that you cannot say to Me, 'You did not show generosity'

"No, it is you that are not beneficial towards yourselves. You defraud yourselves of the wealth which I have created for you. And you commit suicide, taking away the Life I have created for you.

"Most of you waste or poorly use the coin of eternity which I give you, and you make the earthly day not, indeed, your eternal glory, but the means for eternal suffering. The minority, afraid of my Justice, remains motionless, and condemns itself to learn who God as Love is, amidst the flames of purgative love.

"Only a very small portion is able to value my coin, invest it for a tenfold gain, plunge into love like a fish into a clear fishpond, go upstream to reach the source - its God - and say to Him, 'Here I am. I have believed, loved, and hoped in You. You have been my faith, my love, and my hope. I am now coming, my faith and my hope are ceasing, and everything is becoming love. For I no longer need now to hope in You and in this Life. I now have You, my God. And loving You, just loving You, is the eternal task of this eternal Life of mine.'

"Be one of these, soul of mine, and my peace be with you, to help you in this work."  (Notebooks 1944, p. 408-10))

																		

						   		LETTERS							

(From Australia unless stated otherwise)



The Poem

Having read the Poem a second time, it seems to be more enlightening, and it helps me to come to know Jesus so much more intimately. I’ve always wanted to know why Jesus does certain things a certain way - now I know. I share this information with as many people as I can. Sometimes when preachers/teachers make up their own story, I just want to jump up and explain the real story from The Poem. The other day I shared with a friend the things that Jesus wrote on the ground when the adulterous woman was brought to Him. I told him that He wrote their sins, and my friend said it made sense…

CHARLES DONOVAN, Koondoola, W.A.



Several years ago my wife and I "discovered" a “Poem” book that my older sister had given to my mother. The book remained ignored for a long time. Visiting my mother, I started looking through this book. The Holy Spirit got me that night. I read some more. I took the book home to examine it intently. I alerted my wife to my discovery, we began studying it, and soon bought the five book set. 

A spiritual warmness began flooding our souls, which led us to start attending daily Holy Mass. Two years later someone took hold of us about starting Eucharistic adoration in our parish. One year later we now have, since the start of this Lent, Eucharistic adoration Monday through Saturday for four hours each day. 

All because of "the work". When I was an early reader of The Poem, the objections greatly troubled me. Almost in tears I begged Jesus for an answer about The Poem, and was prepared to (painfully) set it away. Finally one morning just after I got back to my place, after receiving Jesus in Holy Communion, He gave me a definitive positive answer, so that no human will be able to discourage me from studying The Poem of the Man-God.

CHARLES MACH, Irving, Texas, USA.



“The Prayer Life and Teachings of Jesus and Mary”

	(Many letters have come about this booklet. One NSW mother ordered one for each of her nine children. - Ed.) 

	…I read the whole booklet on the first night I received it in the mail. Its readings have greatly improved my prayer life…	 LEONE BROWN, Upper Taylors Arm, NSW.



	Thank you for this wonderful little booklet. What a wonderful little companion to have on hand and to be able to carry so easily, especially when travelling…

	My daughter has been greatly touched by The Poem, her whole relationship and understanding of Our Lord has been transformed, and in particular, (so has) her knowledge and love of Mary - His dear Mother and ours. I’m sure the blessings from this will flow out (to her family).

JANICE ADORNI, Corrimal, NSW.



	I’m sure that many will find (the booklet) so helpful - just even reading a few lines before starting to pray, adjusts the soul…						Sr. C.M., Hobart. Tas.



	Thank you for the “Prayer” booklet. I really liked it, so much so that I would like to order copies for some friends. The lesson on page 40, “The Souls in Purgatory”, really made an impression on me, and deepened my understanding about Purgatory. Amazing!

KAYE FLETCHER, Hamilton, New Zealand.



	Thank you very much for the “Prayer” booklet, which I am enjoying already… My joy goes beyond knowledge… of course the Holy Spirit goes always before me, He really is amazing…    BERTA CIFUENTES, Edens Landing, Qld.



The Other Booklets, Bulletins and Supplements

	(There’s been a) wonderful response to the latest Bulletin/Booklets - most of them are now inside prison walls. What a grace!					  “ELIZABETH”, NSW.

	(You may remember “Elizabeth’s” story of her prison ministry, in Bulletin # 21’s Supplement. Some readers may wish to take a cue from Elizabeth, and feed some Valtorta books, booklets and tapes into the prison systems. There may also be opportunities to pass on Rosary and other audio tapes to the blind community - Ed.)



(The Bulletins and Supplements) have opened up to many an appreciation of Maria Valtorta. So many people now seem to know of her, and have read her books and Notebooks. They’re wonderful for reference. This must be very pleasing to God…			MARY ROSS, Tyaak, Vic.



	I’ve been watching my letterbox very keenly for the newsletter!… It was a lovely surprise to find (the item on) “Fasting”. I’ve only recently… begun to fast - and so this is a great help for me and for others too. I loved every bit of the Bulletin, and all the people who write and share…

CAROL PREVEDELLO, Chiswick, NSW. 



	…It is wonderful to see from the latest bulletin the number of people writing from overseas, and how appreciative they are.

DOROTHY CLAYTON, North Sydney, NSW.

	(Dot is a “foundation member” of the Readers’ Group, and is having a battle at present - having undergone surgery and needing to sell her unit and move into a retirement home. She asks for: “a prayer please”. - Ed.)



	I love the bulletins. The letter from Janet Bariola in the last issue says it all. How beautiful is The Poem.

RITA BRIZZI, Cheshunt, Vic.





The bulletins just keep getting better and better. Just a few weeks ago, a close friend of mine began to experience the prayer that Maria wrote about - “Conversation in the Heavens”, so imagine my joy when I opened the Bulletin, there it was on the front page, and then I went to Notebooks 1943. I visited my friend yesterday and we had a very prayerful time, sharing together some of our treasures.				Sr. K.O’D., S.A.

	(Two other members have reported very similar exper-iences - before seeing this passage. God is Good! - Ed.)



Thank you for the many delightful e-mail transmissions, and for everything you sent including the feed-back words you receive from around the world… For the last six weeks I was busy transporting Fr. Julian Studden to various speaking invitations.  What a gifted young ambassador for Jesus he is. I will have to send you a sample of some of his talks recorded while he was here. He comes from Hyderabad, India… and I have never heard a priest like him before. I hope that some day he will set the Church on fire with his zeal, his great spiritual ideas, and his powerful motivation of souls…

PATRICK OWENS, Calgary AB, Canada.



The Rosary Tapes

At the moment time is our enemy, or mine, in that it robs me of much peace. But the remedy is always time in prayer and quietness. So with this in mind I would appreciate if you could send me the Rosary Tapes and booklet… (The Readers’ Group is) like an oasis in a desert, and I think I've needed to do this for a long time.

ELEANOR MOON, Coffs Harbour NSW.



	It’s always a great thrill to read all the new excerpts from the Valtorta writings. I have acquired (the Rosary Tapes). While attending a prayer meeting by a visiting speaker from Melbourne, who spoke about Our Lady of Fatima etc. (most interesting), I spied this one set of tapes for sale and pounced on them. I’ve listened to them often, and lent them to others, so could I have another set please? Nice to hear your Aussie twang!!

LOUISE DOWMAN, Feilding, New Zealand.

	(Louise has suggested an audio tape with a Divine Mercy theme. Food for thought and prayer - Ed.)



Thank you for the Meditated Rosary I received a short while back. I love it, and have been sharing it with some of my Valtorta friends.

DON MICHAEL, North York, ONT, Canada.



Proclaiming God’s Word

	…I recalled a friend reading an extract of a mother’s letter (in one of the bulletins I think), telling of her young children’s enjoyment and their absorption of Maria Valtorta’s account of the Gospel readings. I feel that the above-mentioned stories could enrich many lives. I know that they have in the past, and they would again enrich my life, if the stories were put on tape - available through the ever-widening areas of listeners. Could this be a new challenge? Another source of proclaiming God’s word to many more souls in need of being introduced to spiritual enlightenment and nourishment …My pen cannot keep pace with my thoughts! 

	It is my prayer that the Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group will grow, expand and diversify - along the right tracks of course - and reach many, many more families. There is, I am sure, a great need that requires generous people to fulfill! May the apostolate grow…

CARMEL RUSSELL, Langwarrin, Vic.

	(As mentioned in a previous bulletin, Carmel is almost blind, and her worldly reliance is largely on the audio tapes, and on personal contacts. - Ed.)



The Rose Petal Photo

Thank you for the (picture and) story of the rose petal… We showed it to all our friends, and they were very inspired & fascinated by this picture. 

My spouse even video-taped the rose petal in the container you held to show us, remember? We even printed the picture with your story & circulated them to our friends…				  JANET TAN, Johore Bahru. Malaysia



	…When I first opened the packet and saw the photo of Our Divine Lord, all I could see was what looked like the Heart of Jesus. I put the photo down on my desk and started looking through the other items, but I could not get the photo out of my mind - I had not read the story that goes with it. I picked the photo up to have a second look, and to my amazement, only then I discovered that it had an image of the Face of Jesus crowned with thorns. I still thought it was imprinted in His Heart, until I read the story. In that moment, looking at the photo, I felt a lovely feeling come over me, (like) a chemical reaction and change of circulation in my brain…

	I have great devotion to the Holy Face of Jesus, especially during the Lenten period. I had only just completed a Novena to St. Theresa, who (also) had a great devotion to the Holy Face of Jesus…

	Thank you for the booklet: “Love and Pain - the Path to Holiness”… Many times I have complained to Our Lord… as on page 7, but I do get great blessings and little miracles. As the saying goes: “God is nearer to us in suffering than in joy”.

JESSE WILCOX, Chevron Island, Qld.

	(See: “God Allows: Misfortune, Evil, Trials.” - Ed.)



The Mind and the Heart

Logic, when used by the mind,

remains logic, cold and lifeless. But,

Logic, when used with the heart,

becomes compassion.

- Inspired while meditating on Our Lord one night. 

(From a member who wishes to remain anonymous.)

																		



�Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $7.00 per year ($2 to $4 extra if mailed overseas) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.

	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.



	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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