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�
EDITORIAL


Dear Readers,


Prayer and Fasting


	A quick glance at the Index, on page 4, reveals a many-faceted journey in the 20-issue life of these bulletins and supplements. Undoubtedly the “Letters” column has been a regular highlight since the very beginning. There have also been different themes emerging from issue to issue. Many themes are yet to be explored, and two important ones, often going together, are highlighted in this issue.


	The first is Prayer. During the past couple of months, a major project has been underway, drawing from the many lessons and examples given to us by Jesus and Mary on prayer - in all of Maria’s writings so far translated into English. The end result of this has been the publication of a professionally printed 64-page booklet entitled: 


“The Prayer Life and Teachings of Jesus and Mary”


- containing 58 passages on prayer’s numerous aspects, demonstrated and explained to us by these Two Great Exponents of this vital “way of life”. The booklet contains a detailed Index of 101 themes and sub-themes, and a 74-item list of Scriptural references. As the compiler, I am so glad to have this as a ready resource for the rest of my spiritual life here on Earth. For the general Valtorta reader, I boldly say that it may rank in interest and usefulness with the “Pilgrim’s Guide” and the three Meditated Rosary tapes. The booklet’s price is $A 3.50*.


(* See note at end of this bulletin)


	The second theme for this issue is Fasting. By “co-incidence”, a “Letter from Elizabeth” has been received, containing a most valuable assembly of notes on Jesus’ teachings on fasting, from the five volumes of The Poem. These notes form the second of Elizabeth’s two-part report, which is this bulletin’s supplement. The first part is a heart-warming report about Elizabeth’s experience with a ministry team visiting a NSW prison, where she used material from Maria’s writings as a resource. I am most grateful to Elizabeth for sharing these “pearls” with us.





The 1945-50 Notebooks


	I’m sorry to report a further hold-up in the arrival of the English translation. The publisher has advised: “difficulty with our translator, and it’s not finished yet”…   I have a couple of copies - in Italian - of the dictations by the Holy Spirit to Maria Valtorta on “St. Paul to the Romans”, but no further progress to report on the English translation of this book either. Watch this space.


May God bless and keep you all.


David D. Murray.


Editor and Assistant Convenor.


																							


			A CONVERSATION IN THE HEAVENS				





(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


"…Soul of mine, I cannot remain without speaking to you, for to speak to those who love Me constitutes my delight, my desire, and the need of my Heart, which loves you.


"Have you ever observed how a husband and wife who really love each other act? The wife, while at home, keeps looking at the clock and running to the window - to see the passing of time, and to see if her husband is coming back from his office. The husband, as soon as he can, gets away to say a word of love to his wife. He has just left her and remembers that he could have told her this, too, to make her happy. So as soon as possible he dashes off to tell her. It is love that spurs them on.


"I, too, as soon as I remain silent, feel that I have something else to tell you. I would like to speak to you day and night, have you entirely for Myself; I would like you to be able to devote yourself entirely to Me. If only you knew how I love you!…


"When you listen to Me and I speak to you, when instead of the superficial murmuring of prayers I carry you off into the fire of revelations and occupy you with Myself, when you say to Me, 'Come, Jesus, to speak to your servant', when you taste the savor of my Word - which I deposit in you… so that you may give it to the poor and thirsty of the Earth - we then carry on a conversation in the Heavens.


"You were too bound to formulas, like almost all fervent Catholics. I have unbound you. I have launched your soul - outside the heap of restrictive formulas and the pettiness of practices - onto the boundless spaces of the mystical sea of prayer. I have enveloped, inspired, enraptured, and deified you, in the fire of prayer.


"You were a little fettered sparrow. Now you are a soaring, reigning 270 The specification of the hour and day, which we have introduced with commas, is seen to have been added later by the writer.


Eagle, rising towards the Sun, gazing at it fixedly, and fortified by it. Rise higher and higher, like the eagle in concentric flights. Up above am I, the Eternal Eagle, who await you to carry you beyond the senses, into the knowledge of love.


"Always obey the call with promptness and trust. Abandon yourself to the wind of love. It sustains you, and does not obstruct you. It breathes, to bear you to Me, from whom it comes. Lose yourself, as a drop of water, in my infinite ocean. Lose yourself, as a spark of light, in my boundless shining. Enter, to become part of your God and Lord, and of your Spouse. I open to you all the doors to my treasures, so that you may possess them.


"I love you!"


(From Notebooks 1943, p. 540-1).





(This is one of my favourite passages from Maria Valtorta’s writings on prayer, included in the new booklet: “The Prayer Life and Teachings of Jesus and Mary” - Ed.)


																							


								   LETTERS										


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





The Poem of the Man-God


	The Poem has changed my life forever. Just over a year ago, I knew nothing about religion - until my mother-in-law lent me her copy. The joy my soul received, and the intimate friendship I have formed with Jesus and Mary, have enriched my life beyond words.


	The beautiful visions are imprinted in my heart. I feel I’ve walked each mile with Jesus, while He lovingly caresses my soul with wisdom.


	I suffered deep agony after losing the love of my life, Mark, in an accident - while five months pregnant with our daughter Grace. The Poem is the only thing that kept me alive through this pain. Each time I read it, another lesson of love filled me with peace and hope - to trust in Jesus, and in eternal life.


	In such a short time, The Poem has enlightened me so much, that yesterday I was baptized into the Catholic Church. I will eternally be a child of God, and I hope that others have the opportunity to be touched by these beautiful books.			  JANET BARIOLA, Healesville, Vic.





	Thank you once again for another great year of bulletins. I’m now on Volume 2 of The Poem for the third time, and enjoying it more than ever. The more you read, the more you seemed to have missed the previous times. No. 2 son is now on Volume 2 for the second time…


KIRSTEN STEPHENS, Beau Maris, Vic.





My wife and I are studying our way through The Poem. It is slow going. Jesus' work is an exceeding rich spiritual diet to digest. We know we will need at least another reading to absorb another learning of what we could not digest in the first reading. 


May Angels always walk at your side, 


CHARLES MACH, Texas, USA. 





	(The Readers’ Group) has helped me, after 10 years of reading The Poem, to now appreciate the enormous sacrifice of Maria, the Victim of Love, who wrote these volumes under such physical and mental affliction. May she continue (to bring many) to appreciate the work of our Redemption…					   RITA MAULONI, Toowong, Qld.





	…As if you need to be told - there are many helpful religious books around, but none compares with The Poem. It makes us “fall in love with Jesus and the Father”. The more one re-reads, the deeper goes the prayer, the better grows the understanding…


MAUREEN MELLAIRE, Terrigal, NSW.





	 I spent yesterday studying the “Pilgrim’s Guide - I loved it, and am astounded (at the) work that went into it.


	I’ve started reading Vol. 1 to my 10-year-old daughter this week, and that prompted an immediate research (Vol. 1, p. 38) - the Child Mary requesting the story of Gabriel and Daniel, where Christ is promised. So now, I’ve read the book of Daniel!…			 JUDY DAWSON, Moree, NSW





	…Need I say how my soul and mind enjoy reading these works? I have them all so far. Unless you find more.


MARIA MALCZEWSKI, Auckland, N.Z.





Rosaries


	The good Lord’s Mother keeps me busy. This year over 3,000 rosary beads made and sent to all parts of the world, with some good responses. May God bless us all…


	The last issue and letters of readers nearly made me cry!… From tomorrow I will not walk - but run. Love in the Lord.							 MARIE HORAN, Warrnambool, Vic.





From a Foundation Member


I am delighted to see more and more people falling under the spell of Maria’s gifted writings. It is gratifying to see the spread of Maria’s works world-wide. As one of your foundation members… I pray that more and more people will come to read and experience the real joy of reading these magnificent works of literary excellence. May Jesus and His Blessed Mother bring many more into “the fold”. In the beginning, people used to scoff when I mentioned The Poem etc. Not now, they listen with interest.			ROSE MARY RHODES, Carlingford, NSW.





Putting into Practice


	I bless and thank the Readers’ Group for touching so many lives. We so often hear about the love of Jesus for us, but it’s only when we read and see it put into practice, that we are moved to develop a much deeper relationship with Our Lord. I know that in my own life, for many years, Jesus was the great listener and I was the great talker. Now it’s a much more mutual exchange, and I feel sure that the spiritual sharing of the readers contributed to this growth…								 MARIA PARKER, Kirwan, Qld.








The Bulletins and the Booklets


	Thank you for sending the bulletin and supplement so regularly. Both are a great source of inspiration.


How blessed we are to have The Poem and Maria’s other writings in our hands, not to mention the Rosary Tapes - I can find no words to adequately describe them.


With the help of Our Lady, I pray for God’s blessings on all involved in the Readers’ Group.		   SR. K. O’D., S.A.





	I’ll have to cease associating with you if what you send keeps on wiping me off for the day, as I can’t stop reading!							   PAUL MELVAINE, Ivanhoe, Vic.





	(The material from the Readers’ Group) may not be everybody’s cup of tea, but we’re sure it softens and touches many hearts. These booklets are great for reflection, meditation and learning.


RON & JANE MUNRO, Beechworth, Vic.





	Thank you for the bulletins I received throughout the year, having just had my first baby (a boy named Liam). I don’t always have time to pick up a book, but the bulletins are so easy to read, and they uplift my spirit.


EWA WALLIS, Brighton-le-Sands, N.S.W.





A dear friend of mine… was trying to overcome some hurts inflicted on her by some 'friends'... She wanted to forgive them, yet was suffering. She saw a pamphlet sticking out of her bookcase and curiously pulled it out. It was one of your productions on FORGIVENESS. I forget the exact title. I had given it to her months before, but with her activities (including) raising a family of six children, she did not read it right away. It was as if the Lord said, "now read this." She is a great fan of Maria Valtorta and reads it every day as her Gospel meditation. She came to love it through Father Violini who was her spiritual director and mentor.		  PATRICK OWENS, Calgary, AB, Canada.





Rosary Tapes and Notebooks


	Have had great feedback on the Rosary Tapes - mine are often out on loan, and hence the order (for 3 sets) from friends…


	After reading the Notebooks (1943 and 1944), I’m so in awe of Maria’s ability to give herself so totally to the Lord - surely the angels had to have helped her to write this massive amount of pages! EVA RICHTER, Northam, W.A.





The Rosary Meditations are terrific. I say that, because I do the public Scripture Rosary each day at St. Mary's Cathedral here - a one line thought from the Passion at each Hail Mary. It keeps the people's mind on the Rosary, and they appreciate it. But this meditation goes much deeper and is very rich indeed... There is no better material available on the Rosary as assembled there. I thank you sincerely for sending the tapes. I will listen to them and share them with the friends of M.V. and hopefully make a few converts to her writings.


(Another letter from) PATRICK OWENS, Canada.





“Priests of Jesus”


	The first booklet (of a number ordered) was sent today to a priest friend of Brother Andrew. The others will be sent out this Christmas. I pray Brother Andrew and Saint Joseph increase this work for the sake of The Priests.


GERALDINE RYAN, “Joseph’s Place”, South-east Qld.





	I love the new booklet “Priests of Jesus”. In passage 18 (p. 27), Jesus tells us that the Eucharist is His Heart! How beautiful!										JUNE BELL, Stafford, Qld.





	Thank you for the extracts from Maria Valtorta: “Priests of Jesus”. They are great… The souls (of many priests) are in danger - they should get these extracts, it would help their salvation…								 FATHER J.P., Vic.





	Thank you for the new booklet PRIESTS OF JESUS.  Reading these select passages, now printed in different type and well spaced out, is a deepening experience.


	From the last bulletin, I see that there is another who has written to you from Singapore, after receiving the Rosary tapes. Slowly they spread, thank God.


	Perhaps parents who are at their wits’ end to find stories about Jesus to tell their older children, might find - in some of the fifteen decades - episodes that are suitable, while at the same time being interspersed with Hail Marys…		FATHER TOM O’NEILL, S.J., Singapore.





The “Douay-Rheims” Bible


The Bible is all I hoped it would be - the way the words are written have put my mind at peace. Before, I was going from my N.I.V. and Good News, then my husband’s King James, because each one had a different meaning when you read (a certain passage). So, I was never sure. But now I am - I have put the others away, and I will find new owners for them.	  GAY OSBORNE, Camden, N.S.W.





	Thanks for sending us this beautiful Bible. It certainly is great reading…


MAUREEN & REX Fernandes, Strathfield NSW


	(This Bible’s new larger-print edition arrived with a soft cover. The remaining ones in stock have been expertly and beautifully hard-bound in Melbourne, and are available for the catalogue price plus the cost of binding.  I can supply more details if requested - Ed.)





Valtorta and the “Divine Mercy”


	Thank you for the radio interview cassette… I had so many tears in my eyes, I was soaked - literally. I cried when you told the story of the little boy admiring Jesus so beautifully (little Michael - Vol. 3, pages 751-5 and 760)… I’ve read many books, but none are like Maria Valtorta’s - who makes you feel you are there and watching the scene. And it’s the same feeling - hearing it. It does something to your heart and soul - it uplifts, humbles, and nurtures it…


	At age 33 - the same age as Our Lord’s Passion… I had a tumor removed from my head and face. I trusted in Him, and wasn’t afraid either way. As a matter of fact, I was never more alive and happy - despite the atrocious pain for a continuous 24 hours. After that operation, my soul was hungry to love Our Lord, and He gave me the books of Maria Valtorta. I always say: “Seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened” etc.


	My “conversation” had begun at 30, when I was given the picture of Our Lord’s Divine Mercy - “Jesus, I trust in You”. I stopped dead in my tracks and nearly passed out, but couldn’t. Imagine trying to explain it to a priest if I did - it was too private. The description Saint Faustina gives of Our Lord is the same as Maria Valtorta’s - precisely….


	There is another similarity between Saint Faustina and Maria Valtorta: Saint Faustina’s “Diary” was also on the Index of Forbidden Books - for 20 years! It seems that the “works” must go through their passions, as well as God’s instruments… We can only hope and pray that one day, too, Maria Valtorta’s works will be recognised and blessed. I say to Our Lord: “Jesus, I trust in You”, to help these works be made more known and accepted by the Church.			  CAROL PREVEDELLO, Chiswick, N.S.W.





From the E-mailing Box *


(*This new group has suddenly taking on a spurt of growth. There are about 180 names in two lists - more than half from outside Australia. Recently an article sent about Elizabeth Leseur’s book: “My Spirit Rejoices”, generated many responses. These are just two... Ed.)


"Thank you, thank you, thank you" for forwarding the moving article on Elisabeth Leseur's Life of Love by Dr. Robin Maas. Wow! This is a keeper. I'm making copies to pass on to our Rosary Group members and to several priests…  Please keep me on your mailing list…  The Rosary tapes are one of my favorite devotions, I feel many souls are converted/saved during this beautiful prayer.				  CAROLYN HARDAGE, Tucson AZ, U.S.A.





Thank you very much for sending the extract from "My spirit rejoices". It is so powerful, moving, inspiring and instructive about so many aspects of the spiritual life. I have read it more than once, and will do so many more times. As you say, this passage resonates with the teachings of Jesus and Mary through the writings of Maria Valtorta, and I think many readers will find that it touches and illuminates some of their own experiences. For me, the way God works through the suffering that people offer to Him prayerfully for others, is the teaching that I return to again and again in my reflections. What an amazing witness Elizabeth Leseur is to this. Thanks very much again for sending me this valuable material.


SHELAGH GOONEWARDENE, Burwood, Vic.
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1996
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 2-4		Testimony on Poem of the Man-God by John Haffert 


(the editor’s favourite testimony) - Part 1.


 			Current list of Valtorta publications.


#2 – 1	The Rose Petal with the Face of the Crucified Jesus.


 2-3	John Haffert’s testimony - Part 2.


 4	First letters received from readers.
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	Jesus’ 2,000th Birthday (according to Diary of Jesus).
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	“Mother and Mediatrix” – poem from a member.
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Whateley);  plus passage from The Poem: “To Love Jesus through Mary”.


#4 – 1		Reflection on the bulletins;  Some sub-titles from the


new English translation of Notebooks 1943.


2-4	Extracts from Book of Azariah: “Azariah guides us”.


4-6	    Letters.


1997


#5 – 1		Obedience to Church Authorities.


 2	      	The Complete Valtorta Works.


 2-4		Letters.


 Sp		Extracts from Notebooks 1943 and Sunrise of Truth.


#6 – 1		The first “valtortling” journey.


2	    “Parable of the Two Coins” from The Poem;


A note on Father Dubay’s Fire Within.


3-4	    Letters (incl. a reader’s “Reflection on the Ascension”).


 Sp	“The Formation of Maria Valtorta”; plus extracts from Notebooks 1943.


#7 – 1-2		More notes on Fire Within.


2-3	    Criticisms of The Poem can be distractions.


3-4	    The Douay-Rheims Bible and some missing verses.


 Sp		A Meditated Rosary – the Third Glorious Mystery.


#8 – 1		Spreading the word.


1-2	    New:  The Rosary – Selections from the Works of Maria


      Valtorta.


 2-4	Father Berti’s Testimony;  “The Purifying Fire of Love;  Audio Tapes: #1 “Introduction to Maria Valtorta”, & #2 “For Children and the Young at Heart”.


	   Sp		“Portraits of Jesus and Mary”;  and


				“To Perdition or Perfection”.


1998
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More on the Audio Tapes; “Valtortling” again; and progress on a Scripture Cross-referencing project.


2-3	   A Prophesy and a Treasure of Love, from The Poem.


3-4	   Letters.


  Sp		“Come, Holy Spirit” (12-pages of extracts).


#10 – 1		The “Jesus” Rosary.


1-2	The Ven. Allegra’s Testimony on The Poem.


   2-3	Letters.


   3-4	Short story:  Roman soldiers after the Crucifixion.


   Sp	“The Genesis and Activity of a Soul”:


	Part 1 – “In God’s Image and Likeness” (12p).


#11– 1		Staying on Track.


1-2	   “Why Peter” (extracts from The Poem).


3-4	   Letters.


Sp	“The Genesis and Activity of a Soul”:  Part 2 – “A Soul’s Journey towards its Eternal Destination” (16p,  incl. Index to the 54 passages of Parts 1 & 2).


#12– 1		The 1998 supplements – “A Special Set”.


1-2	   “Incrementalism”.


  2		Letters.


   Sp	“Abba! Father!” (16-pages of extracts, plus Index).


1999


#13-	1		“Pilgrim’s Guide”; Internet site; Sunday Gospels


2		Notebooks 1944: Some highlights.


4		A “lead-up” to the End Times.


Sp.	“Peace, Agitation and Discernment”.


#14-	1		The Mary Magdalene booklet.


				“King of the House” prayer.


		2		Testimony of Father Al Winshman S.J.


		4		“Forgiveness” booklet; audio tapes; Pilgrim’s Guide.


		Sp. 	“Forgiving, and Being Forgiven”.


#15-	1		“Reconciliation” booklet.


		2		Reply to criticism of The Poem.


		3		“Thinking of Meeting as a Group?”.


		Sp.	“The Sacrament of Reconciliation”.


#16-	1		The Maria Valtorta Meditation Rosaries.


		2		Purgatory, and Maria’s mother.


		Sp.	“Hope Beyond Hope”.


2000


#17-	1		“Love and Pain” and “Joseph” booklets.


		1		“A Taste of Hell”.


		(Enclosed) “Prayer of Suffering”.


		Sp.	“Love and Pain - the Path to Holiness” (Abridged),


#18-	1		“Love Me as Eucharist” booklet.


		1		New Australian Valtorta Web-site.


		1		Craig Rogers’ Thesis on The Poem.


		3		Many letters about the Gospel Meditated Rosary.


		Sp.	“Love Me as Eucharist” (Abridged).


#19-	1		Never Give Up on a Soul.


		2		Maria Valtorta’s Later Years.


		Sp.	“The Ten Commandments”.


#20-	1		“Valtortling” and “The Priests of Jesus” booklet.


		1-4	A treasure-chest of letters.


		Sp.	“Mary, and the Priests of Jesus”(from “Priests” booklet).


																							





Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group


	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $A 7.00* per year (plus postage if mailed overseas) is requested for the year 2000.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.)  A Catalogue of books and other items, and bulletin back-issues, is available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]





(*On 1st March 2001, $A 1.00 converts to approx. $US 0.53 cents)
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