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“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand.” – Pope Pius XII



�EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,



 Last August, with a program used in Melbourne in June, Tony Grieve and I visited six groups between Brisbane and Sydney. On each occasion we “Prayed the Rosary with Maria Valtorta”, leading a selection of passages from the transcript booklet of the Gospel Meditated Rosary tapes. In all but one of these centres we were blessed by the presence of a Priest who celebrated Mass for us.

These treasured experiences have led to the assembly of a new, 44-page booklet: “Priests of Jesus”, with passages from The Poem of the Man-God, the 1943 and 1944 Notebooks, and The Book of Azariah. The booklet is well-presented with a coloured cover, and Foreword by Bishop Roman Danylak (now in Rome). It also includes an appendix which corrects the incomplete and damaging stories about the inclusion of The Poem of the Man-God on the Index of Forbidden Books. Its cost is $3.00, and it is a natural follow-on from “Love Me as Eucharist” - with its wonderful teachings about this Most Blessed Sacrament.

A very much shorter selection of extracts from “Priests of Jesus”, entitled: “Mary, and the Priests of Jesus”, forms this bulletin’s supplement. Extra copies of the supplement are available at 3 for $1.00 - plus postage.

The bulletin itself has been almost “taken over” by a flood of letters received on many topics. So it has become a real member’s issue this time.

Melbourne readers will find enclosed a flier about another day of “Praying the Rosary with Maria Valtorta”, in Lilydale, on 3rd December.

May you all have a very special, blessed, and holy Christmas - in this Year of the Great Jubilee!



 David D. Murray.

Editor and Assistant Convenor.



Some Corrections to be Made

	A few printing errors have been discovered in the “Joseph” booklet. If you have this booklet, please note:

(p.6 - add last line): The door and windows are opened.

[p.7 - delete last line (repeated on page 8)]

(p.9 - add last line): face shines, cheerful again.

(p.18 - add last line):  lays Him in it, and covers Him with the





The Bible, and the 1945-50 Notebooks

First the good news. At last, there has been a re-print of the Douay-Rheims Bible. It has two important differences:

It has a black, soft cover - compared with the previous leather-bound hard cover. It is well bound and quite presentable, but if you are contemplating this as a gift, this difference would need to be considered.

The page size is a little larger, and the print is clearer.

The price remains the same: $55.50, or $49.90 for a Pensioner, Religious etc. This price includes GST, which (for the present) is being absorbed by the Readers’ Group for this and all other books, tapes, booklets etc. Limited stocks of the new edition are now on hand.

My supplier is arranging (with a Melbourne book-binder) the re-binding some of these bibles to hard-cover - similar to the previous edition. The cost is anticipated to be approximately $35 to $40 (extra) per book.

Now the not-so-good news. Arrival if the 1945-50 Notebooks has been delayed once again. They are now expected in Australia early in the new year. If you want a copy and haven’t advised, please do so soon.



Subscriptions for 2001 Now Due!

To ensure continued receipt of the Readers’ Group’s 

 bulletins and supplements next year, members (in Australia) are asked to forward their subscriptions, which will remain at $7.00, including GST, as soon as possible. E-mail subscribers please note:   Initial membership costs $5.00 in the first year - and is free in subsequent years. So, if you’re already an e-mail subscriber, you will remain so without further charge.

																																  LETTERS											

(From Australia unless stated otherwise)



The Poem of the Man-God

	For a couple of years now, I knew no-one else who had ever heard of The Poem or read it. Now, as I read the Bulletins, I see that all the love and thoughts and experiences I felt so spiritually enriched with - are felt in the same way by others. After reading The Poem I am no longer my old self of long ago - even though I loved Jesus so much then. Now (this love) has multiplied to depths and heights only God knows… The Poem is of the true vine of Life, and bears good fruit in all who read it and embrace it with love. Becoming a member is one of the best decisions I’ve made.		    CAROL PREVEDELLO, Chiswick, N.S.W.

I have read Vol. 1 of The Poem, and am almost finished with Vol. 2. I have been reading them every chance I get, but mostly in the middle of the night when everyone is asleep and there are no distractions and my chores are done. I will read all the Volumes as well as Maria's other writings. I cannot now put into words the tremendous effect on me and my spiritual life ...all I know is that it is satisfying my deep hunger to know more about Jesus, and to understand his teachings better as applied to my own life. I am starting to experience a unique kind of peace in my life that I have never had before...... 

SUSAN GONZALO, New Jersey, U.S.A.



I've just started re-reading The Poem, and having read it all once, I'm now giving myself time to contemplate these words of God. They are very spiritually uplifting for me, and I know that it was God that lead me to discover these books via the Internet. I'm no great fan of computers, but it's good to know that they can be used to spread information about these priceless works.

Because The Poem is so spiritually fulfilling, I would love to be able to pass them on to others. However, because not everyone likes the mystical side of Christianity, I believe it is necessary to be selective with whom I mention the books too. I'm hoping soon to talk to our local priest about them. Yours in faith, 

LOUISA DEVENISH, Fremantle, W.A.



	The Poem is my very favourite reading material. With Maria, you really feel you are there. I just love the personalities of the apostles - especially Peter. I’ve really got to know these men who used to be only names. The same applies to the other people too, and of course most of all to Mary and Joseph. Words cannot describe - only my heart knows how I’ve come to know them through Maria’s books.					   JUNE FUERY, Wodonga, Vic.

	

I have three daughters (12, 14 and 16)… The eldest, Justine, has commenced Volume 1 of The Poem, and loves it. She says it gives her peace, and fills her with a desire to be good, which sums it up nicely for a teenager…

	I love this miracle of The Poem.

PETER WRIGHT, Barmera, S.A.



Thank you for sending me the bulletins and the catalogue. I would like to become an e-mail subscriber…

I cannot describe the incredible joy I received from reading The Poem. I think it took me three years to read all five volumes. I read these books as a Protestant Christian. I am now a Roman Catholic.

My husband was raised Catholic, and later left the Church. He entered the United Methodist (UM) ministry and became an ordained minister. I read the books while we served a UM church. I shared these books with him, although he has not read all five books. Maria's books generated a lot of discussion for us and put us on a journey toward the Roman Catholic…

I cannot conceive how someone could make up and think through all the detail and description offered in The Poem…								 JULIE GRAY, Peoria IL, U.S.A.



Margaret and I have recently returned from eight weeks in Europe. The main focus of the trip was to attend the Passion Play at Oberammergau in Germany - performed with great enthusiasm, and with artistic, dramatic and musical professionalism. I feel sure it was a moving experience for those lucky enough to be in the audience.

(Nonetheless), having read the five volumes of The Poem, I found myself having to be tolerant of portrayals and interpretations that fell short of the revelations made to us by Our Saviour and His Blessed Mother through the hand of Maria Valtorta. How could any man or woman faithfully portray the sinless goodness and beauty of Jesus and Mary witnessed by Maria.

DON DAVIDSON, Glen Waverley, Vic.







“Valtortling”

	Your visit to Brisbane was a great success. I was also pleased to meet Tony and have a talk with him…

	(A lady) rang me and wanted to know if the last session of the day had been taped. I said I didn’t think so… so I posted a copy of the “Gospel Meditated Rosary” to her, and also asked her to pray for the Beatification of Maria Valtorta. I also sent some leaflets to (another lady) at Goodiwindi…						  JOE PURCELL, The Gap, Qld.



	It was good to meet you at Mary’s (in Newcastle in August)… I now have read all five volumes of The Poem, and am about to start No. 1 again. I’m off to Mary’s on Friday again - Our Blessed Mother’s birthday. We have an all-day Retreat, and I know there will be a big turn-out for this one… Just a little point of interest for you: in our June Retreat, Exposition, Confessions and Rosary were going all day, and at one point a great smell of brimstone and sulphur filled the room where Mass was said. We looked inside and outside, but nothing was burning, so it looks like the “Ugly One” wasn’t too happy with us that day.

MICHAEL McMULLEN, Stockton, N.S.W.

	(This letter was received on 8th September. The “brimstone and sulphur” event is reminiscent of what Maria wrote in Volume 1 about the birth of Mary - Ed.)



	We are still experiencing great spiritual fallout from yours and Tony’s visit. It has stimulated reading of the Gospels - and meditations are shared freely in discussing what people received from the input. It certainly had a wider impact than (for the group for which it was) planned. The shared prayer has also helped those very much in need. I was pleased with the way it was organised - often on Retreat days etc. people are given a spiritual high, and leave on that high without having returned to earth. This can cause difficulties, which (in this case) were avoided. They went away de-briefed - as it were - with much peace. This is the feedback I have heard, so I am very happy, for it avoids many problems later…

ANNE DEVELIN, Terrigal, N.S.W.



On the Eucharist, and on Fasting

	Thank you kindly for Bulletin # 18 and “Love Me as Eucharist”… On receiving these Eucharistic revelations to Maria, Sister Honora and I were blessed once again.

The Lord’s spirit of discernment has precise timing. As you are aware, Honora has been grieved since entering the nursing home, due to her separation from community and lack of mobility, eyesight etc. (See her letter in Bulletin # 16, and Wendy’s letter in # 18.) Just before receiving the bulletin, she had seen her spiritual advisor (who) had advised her to focus on the Eucharist. She has become less lucid, and reading time less frequent, so… we were able to have a rich banquet…

	Recently I was prompted by the Lord to fast for a mission team travelling to Africa. I rarely fast, and it is not a request I relish. I had a close friend staying with me for a few weeks who had experienced a crisis, and the timing appeared wrong. I quickly realised that I would need a lot more assistance than a gentle suggestion. I knew that (the timing of this) fasting had to be God-given, because of the things that He would want to deal with.

	I was aware that fasting would aid clarification, and given that food is a comforter, its absence would allow the truth to come up (what’s hidden in the depths comes to the surface). I asked that my motives be made pure, and that the Lord would examine my desires and get rid of any selfishness. I asked the Lord for confirmation of the intention to fast, and for discernment as to how and when. I couldn’t expect God to put anything new in, if I was full of the old, and that I had to keep my heart pliable and open to accept the changing truths.

The Lord then led me to a study on “fasting” through The “Pilgrim’s Guide” to The Poem. My friend was excited, and joined me in the study. It took 12 hours - we gladly cut ourselves off from the outside world and became united in prayer, seeking God, and becoming overwhelmed with the grace that he poured out. We would not have received so lavishly, if it had not been for … the “Pilgrim’s Guide”.

	During the same week, as co-ordinator of the Parish Scripture Study Program, I was studying Mark’s Gospel, and the following questions were asked: “When speaking of fasting, why does Jesus use the image of wineskins?”; and “What is the role of fasting in Christian discipleship today?” The Lord had certainly given adequate preparation, and on sharing the wisdom and truth given through Maria Valtorta, all members (18) were richly blessed. Participants requested a copy of the notes I had recorded, and I was able to distribute a complete study of fasting to our thirsty and grateful group. Praise God for His graciousness to each of us, who received a bounty.

	Personally, the study on fasting has renewed my old concepts, and I have received a genuine strengthening and/or invigorating. What a wealth of grace there is available to us through fasting. Fasting not only of food, but of words, emotions, oppressive expectations, satisfactions and home comforts, and immodest clothing. What a joy to plunge into the ocean of peace, to abandon yourself to Him the Comforter - to practise the prayer of the body, and to be nourished by love. There is no food that nourishes as much as love: “He who fasts with a loving spirit feeds on love”. (Vol. 2, p. 153)…

WENDY SHERIDAN, Goonellabah, N.S.W.



Right There

	…Now that I am receiving the Bulletin, it is really helping me to grow spiritually and to walk closer with the Lord. Sometimes I feel like I am part of the scene, and as Jesus is touching the people, that I am part of the crowd!

PAULINE ELKADI, Toongabbie, NSW.



 “Priests of Jesus”

(Feedback from an early draft of this booklet)

I received the attachments on the priesthood. I have read and skimmed through both. They are a beautiful selection. I don't think (the length) is too much… If you wish, I can write a preface and commendation to this work… Yours in the Love of Jesus and Mary.

+ Roman Danylak

	(Bishop Danylak is a great advocate of Maria Valtorta’s writings. He has written a valuable testimony, available from the Readers’ Group - Ed.)



I've read some of the excerpts for the "Priests of Jesus" booklet, and I think they look fine and would be a great help to priests or seminarians. Unfortunately, the ones that should read them would not. But the excerpts should still fortify the vocations of those open to reading Valtorta. So I would encourage you to go ahead with it.

BRO. C.C,, Kentucky, U.S.A.�

	I enjoyed (the booklet) and appreciated it very much. Its release is very timely. I think it is a very balanced work, compiling passages that are very informative and helpful for all consecrated souls. This applies especially to priests, reminding them of the great spiritual gift their ordination is, their blessings and responsibilities, and the great gift of love of the Real Presence in the Eucharist.

	It is very appropriate, as it deals with the areas in the Church that are being attacked, and the realisation of the great love Our Lady has for the priesthood. Her reverence reminds us, as Church, of the attitude we too should have. I think it is excellent…	 ANNE DEVELIN, Terrigal, N.S.W.



I really like it.

I see you added what to me is a real serious message from Our Mother (from Notebooks 1943, p. 584)… A close friend and Valtorta reader told me when he was a young boy, his father told him of the Blessed Mother �appearing to him, all in black. She asked his father, who was a young boy, to go to the local priest (they are Greek Orthodox) and tell him that what he is doing is not of God. The boy was frightened to go and she appeared several more times. The boy's mother asked him what was wrong, he wasn't eating, weight loss, etc., and he told her what Our Mother said. She said he must go, but sent a large, strong neighborhood boy with him…

George, my friend, had always wondered why Our Mother was dressed in all black. When he first read this particular passage in Notebooks, he was really shaken. And it more than confirmed his father's story. I remember when he called me after he had first read it, he was overwhelmed.					 ED FORD, Scottsdale, AZ, U.S.A.



I have been reading your lengthy collection of passages from Maria Valtorta related to priests. I was surprised that there were so many, and am enjoying reading them…�I think that priests who are open to Valtorta's works would be interested in these excerpts. Those who do not know Valtorta or who condemn her or put her to the side would not likely make the effort to go through a lengthy article like this.		  FATHER AL WINSHMAN, Boston MA, U.S.A.



	We’ve read “Priests of Jesus” and thoroughly enjoyed it. When our parish priest returns from holidays we’re going to lend it to him to read… If more parishioners were praying and fasting for priests, would we be seeing the extent of the devastation in the Church today?…

	The small booklets are great. They’re small and light (your arms don’t get tired, reading them in bed). They are a good introduction to Maria’s books for those who may feel discouraged by their thickness, and they may help their appetites for Maria’s writings to grow.

PETER AND LYNNE PODGORCZYK, Alstonville, N.S.W.





The Internet, and What to Give a Priest

I've just started re-reading The Poem, and having read it all once, I'm now giving myself time to contemplate these words of God. They are very spiritually uplifting for me, and I know that it was God that lead me to discover these books via the Internet. I'm no great fan of computers, but it's good to know that they can be used to spread information about these priceless works.

Because The Poem is so spiritually fulfilling, I would love to be able to pass them on to others. However, as not everyone likes the mystical side of Christianity, I believe it is necessary to be selective with whom I mention the books too. I'm hoping soon to talk to our local priest about them. Yours in faith, 

LOUISA DEVENISH, Fremantle, W.A.

	(Perhaps a copy of the supplement, Louisa? - Ed.)



The Other Booklets

	The St. Joseph booklet is so wonderful - I feel (the booklets) are of the essence in the precious Heart of Jesus’ desire for the conversion of souls. I have found His words to and through Maria such a fire, to motivate and draw more love from me. They never fail to do so. I use the excerpts daily, as meditations.

GERALDINE RYAN, “Joseph’s Place”, Ingleside, Qld.



	Have been slowly reading through the booklets “Forgiving…” and “For the Love of Mary” etc, and find them very touching and enlightening. I especially loved “Love Me as Eucharist”, and am feeling more and more the beautiful mystery and miracle of the Eucharist - a miracle we can experience each day, and over and over, if we so desire!!…						MARIA SINGH, Templestowe, Vic.



I think it is time to consider a pamphlet on Hell and Purgatory. The chapter from Notebooks 1944, Jan. 15th. Wow, what a chapter!! Especially beginning where it says, "Oh, You cannot imagine what hell is!" From that sentence till the end of the chapter, it really does clear one's thinking very quickly… People today are so blasé about Purgatory, and especially Hell.		 ED FORD, Scottsdale, AZ, U.S.A.

	(Thanks, Ed. Your prompt is strong for me and others to read and meditate upon the passage you mentioned - Ed.)



The 1944 Notebooks  (Two Letters from Coffs Harbour)

	I don’t want to put it down, but family and other things stop me - I guess that’s not too bad, it gives me time to think over what I’ve read…						PAULA FILEMAN



I have just about finished the Notebooks for 1944 which I purchased early last year, it has taken so long to absorb and pray about and I can truly say that it is changing my life as I read it.										   ELEANOR MOON



The Audio Tapes

	Yesterday I gave the “Stations of the Cross” to an old man who is a Christian, and he couldn’t stop weeping as he became part of it. I am giving tapes to other people, and they can decide if they want to keep them. I believe that Our Blessed Mother touches every heart that listens, and She is using their beautiful thoughts as She shows us into the Triumph of Her Immaculate Heart.

I can empathise with one who weeps - Jesus abandoned by the Father, the thought of our sins, and Mary Who was the beautiful little Lady tempted by Satan. I pray that these pure messages of love will stir us to the very depths of our hearts and souls - so we will yearn for the unique gifts of the living Jesus.

	A window to my mind has opened, and each day I am filled with so much beauty that has been hidden behind a closed door. I pray that the Holy Spirit will guide our priests (Mary’s priests) to open hearts in the Church…

YVONNE DIGNAN, Bundalaguah, Vic.



	I haven’t been wonderfully well lately, however I’m on the improve. Seeing that I celebrated another birthday last Tuesday, I’m knocking up a good score - had a few near run-outs, but they haven’t bowled me out yet. So I’m still on the pitch of life, hoping to slam another sixer for the Lord! Keep hitting those “4s” (every month), for it is the Lord who keeps the score: our good hits, and the total scored for Him and for our fellow man.

CARMEL RUSSELL, Langwarrin, Vic.

	[Carmel is blind - yet she penned this letter herself. A school teacher before losing her sight, she misses being able to read Maria Valtorta’s writings, which she loves so much. It was her prompting that led to the monthly Sunday Gospel tapes (we’ve now covered 24 months of the 3-year cycle), and that experience was built upon in the production of the Gospel Meditated Rosary tapes. - Ed.]



The Gospel Meditated Rosary

	Thank you for the rosary tapes which I received on the weekend. Just wonderful.		 JENNIFER KING, Singapore.



	The tapes are just the thing - “wonderful.” Now I can co my knitting (cannot help myself) and listen to the tapes at the same time.					 PAT EGAN, Warrnambool, Vic.



I listened to the complete Joyful Mysteries and I thanked the Lord for having been blessed with such beautiful cassettes. The narration is expressive and the words clearly understood. I will be listening to the Sorrowful Mysteries today. Thank you for producing such a wonderful Rosary tape. I am certain Jesus, Mary and Maria are very pleased!			SUE DIONNE, N.B., Canada.



Thank you for "A Gospel-Meditated Rosary." Over the past week I have been able to pray through all three rosaries, driving long distances here in Massachusetts…

FATHER AL WINSHMAN, Boston, MA, USA�

	The tapes and booklet are truly beautiful, and I can really feel the Rosary come alive now.

MONICA MONSOUR. Highton, Vic.



The Bulletins and Supplements

Thanks so much for the latest Bulletin, which had so much interesting news from various devotees of the famous writings, especially the one from Ohio who seemed to be so full of love and zeal for 'La Poema.' I have been busy doing a special Valtorta project which is taking a long time, but hopefully will someday bear fruit.

Looking forward to your road trip report with the next Bulletin.					  PATRICK OWENS, Calgary, Canada.







																							



Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons. Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months. A subscription of $7.00 per year (plus postage if mailed overseas) is requested for the year 2000. (E-mail membership costs $5.00 in the first year - and is free in subsequent years.) A Catalogue of books and other items, and bulletin back-issues, are available on request.

	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century. The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation. If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed. May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.

	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church. The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]

Visit the Readers’ Group Web-site: http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au



Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group, 12 Parker Road, Silvan, Vic. 3795  AUSTRALIA.  Tel/Fax (03) 9737 9228.  E-mail: valtorta@alphalink.com.au
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