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“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand.” – Pope Pius XII





�
EDITORIAL


Dear Readers,


During the past few years some themes have developed which have been reflected in the Readers’ Group’s quarterly bulletin supplements. In 1998 there was the year of the Holy Spirit, and the mystery of our Souls. In 1999 it was God the Father, and our vital need to come to terms with Forgiveness. This year has already been highlighted by an extraordinarily powerful Retreat day: “Praying the Rosary with Maria Valtorta” - held recently in Melbourne - and responses to “Love Me as Eucharist” and the Gospel Meditated Rosary from many people in many places. It seems that the Eucharist and the Rosary have become the Readers’ Group’s themes for the Great Jubilee Year 2000.


Building on this Jubilee Year theme, an August “valtortling” journey is being planned for Sydney, Brisbane and some places in between. This bulletin is a little earlier than usual, with notices of two Retreat days - in Brisbane on 20th August, and in Sydney on 27th August - included for members who live in or near these two cities.


	I’ll be leaving about 15th August in my faithful little (“I think there’s one more trip left in her”) Datsun - travelling on the inland route to Brisbane, where I’ll meet with my friend Tony Grieve who will be coming with me down the coast road to Sydney, and back home on 31st August.


So, on the road again we go - before the “madness” of the September’s sports marketing distracts too many of us. We will be happy to be “flagged down” by members and their friends who might be moved by the Holy Spirit to join us in praying segments of the Joyful, Sorrowful and Glorious Mysteries - assisted by the wonderful meditations given to us through Maria Valtorta’s writings.


	If anybody along the way wants a book delivery, please let me know. While away, my phone will be unattended, but messages will be passed on if you ring Janet on (03) 9737 9552. I’ll be checking my e-mail from place to place.


	May God bless and keep you all.


	David D. Murray.


	Editor and Assistant Convenor.





Never Give Up on a Soul





	[Some weeks ago a friend opened, at random, Vol. 2 page 600 of The Poem of the Man-God. The passage he found is an explanation by Jesus of 2Macc. 1:18-36…]





« …Everything can become a good action. Also what seems less suitable to become so. When matter is presented to the will of God, even if it were the most inert, cold and filthy, it can become living, blazing pure beauty.


I will give you an instance taken from the book of the Maccabees. When Nehemiah was sent back to Jerusalem by the king of Persia, they decided to offer sacrifices on the purified altar in the rebuilt Temple. Nehemiah remembered that at the time they were captured by the Persians, the priests assigned to the cult of God used to take the fire of the altar and hide it in a secret place, at the bottom of a valley, in a deep dry well. And they did it so carefully and secretly that they were the only ones who knew where the sacred fire was. As Nehemiah remembered all that, he asked the grandchildren of those priests to go to the place which the priests, before dying, had disclosed to their sons, who in turn had informed their children, handing on the secret from father to son. He asked them to take the sacred fire to light the fire for the sacrifice. But when the grandchildren went down into the secret well, they did not find the fire, and they found, instead, thick water, a putrid, stinking, heavy slime, which had filtered down there from all the obstructed sewers of the devastated city of Jerusalem. And they told Nehemiah, who told them to take some of that water and bring it up to him. After laying firewood on the altar, and the victims on top of it, he sprayed everything copiously with the slimy water. The people was amazed, and the priests scandalised, but they watched and did everything respectfully, only because it was Nehemiah who told them. But how sad their hearts were! And how discouraged they felt! As the overcast sky made the day a sad one, so uncertainty made men melancholy. But the sun broke through the clouds, its rays descended upon the altar, and the firewood sprayed with the slimy water caught fire. This fire soon consumed the sacrifice, while the priests were saying the prayers that Nehemiah had written, singing the most beautiful hymns of Israel, until the whole sacrifice was consumed. And in order to convince the crowds that God can work miracles, also with the most unsuitable means - when they are used for a righteous purpose - Nehemiah ordered the remaining water to be sprayed on to some large stones. As soon as the stones were sprayed, they caught fire and were burnt out in the great light coming from the altar.


Every soul is a sacred fire, laid by God on the altar of man's heart, that it may burn the sacrifice of life through love for the Creator of life. Every life is a holocaust, if spent properly, and every day is a sacrifice to be offered in a holy way. But marauders come, the oppressors of man and of man's soul. The fire falls into the deep well, not through any holy need, but through fateful stupidity. And submerged by all the drainage of the dens of vice, it becomes heavy putrid mud, until a priest descends to that bottom and brings that mud up to daylight, laying it on the holocaust of his own sacrifice. Because - and remember this - the heroism of the man to be converted is not sufficient: also the heroism of him who converts is required. Nay, the latter must precede the former, because souls are saved through our sacrifice. Thus we are successful in getting mud to change into fire, and God to judge perfect and pleasing to His holiness, the sacrifice that is being consumed… »


																								


			MARIA VALTORTA’S LATER YEARS				





[This synthesis, drawn from the Introduction to Volume 1 of The Poem of the Man-God, is part of the story of Maria’s life which forms a page of the Readers’ Group’s recently composed web-site (http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au).  The passages quoted are from Maria’s 1943 and 1944 Notebooks,  and The Book of Azariah.]





…On the 18th of April 1949, Maria offered to God the sacrifice of not seeing the ecclesiastic approval of the Work, and she added also the precious gift of her own intelligence. The Lord must have taken her at her word because, after seeing the Work "blocked", Maria began a slow process of withdrawal into a kind of psychological isolation, which started, perhaps, in 1956.


Her eyes, however, remained clear, and her attitude tranquil. She never asked for anything, and she allowed herself to be fed like a child. When interrogated because of some serious circumstance regarding her writings, she responded briefly and exactly, as if temporarily shaken out of her state of incommunicability.


Her state of mind was not that of so-called “insanity” (as some of Maria’s antagonists would have it). Jesus gave her insights during her earlier years, of the peace and protection she would have, after her works were to become known to the outside world:


"So that you will not faint during your final stops on earth, I am enclosing you in Mary's dwelling. There, disturbance does not enter, for She is the Mother of Peace. There, the Enemy does not enter, for She is the Victorious One.


"Let Mary teach you the supreme flames of Charity - She who is the Daughter, Mother, and Spouse of Charity.


"Cut all ties between yourself and the world. Live in Jesus and Mary. Remember that, even if man had given all his goods to possess love, that would be nothing, for Love is such that in comparison to God - the Love of your souls, the true purpose of your lives - everything loses value. To possess Love is the only thing that counts. And Love is possessed when for Him one is able to renounce everything one has.


"Afterwards peace will come, Maria. There is struggle now. But for the one who loves, it is struggle crowned by victory.


"I will come soon, to exchange your crown of thorns for another one of joy. Persevere.


"Place my seal upon every heartbeat, every work. Engrave it with tears on the fibers of your heart. I am the One who saves and loves."  (N43: 402)





"I said,710 and from the outset, that my 'spokesman' ought to be left in peace, wrapped in veils of silence which would be lifted after his death. When the prayers and desires of one whom I love - and who is pleasing to Me because of his constantly upright intention - inclined Me to be condescending, I established clauses and guidelines for the protection of my instrument…


“This is not child's play. God's interests and the peace of a heart are at stake here. Be careful, all you men!


"My 'spokesman' � those of you that are close to her know � has always been opposed to every violation of her secret, to every form of exhibitionism, to every proclamation in her favor and honor. She is not a 'violet' for no reason.712 If I gave her that name, I know why. She has suffered from certain intrusions and acts of incensing. She does not love incense for herself. She wants all of it to be given to her Master, Jesus…”


(N44: 568-9)





(These words of Jesus were subsequently re-enforced, two years later, by Maria’s Guardian Angel Azariah:)


 “Soul of mine, like a weary wounded dove, you remain in the hollow which is your nest. You remain in God. You do not speak, do not move. You fix yourself. This alone. You cannot do otherwise, oppressed as you are by the pain coming from men, stunned by their anti-charity, and absorbed by God. He shows Himself to you to console you, to say to you, ‘I am everything for you’. But words are not needed, for you to be understood by Him who loves you. Your love speaks with its faithful throbbing. And that’s enough.


“Forget the world; isolate yourself in your loving silence. Be silent, for every word is useless, sterile, pernicious. Remain in your justice. Remain in your obedience. There is no one greater than God. Follow his commands, then, and nothing more..


“Be silent, therefore. Close yourself to God. He will heal your wounded soul. In silence He will speak to you. Separate yourself. Live in God through God. Let the punishment be fulfilled, and do not judge. Do not judge. God is already judging them. Imitate the Master to be like the Master, as the Gospel says. Imitate Him in love and humility…


Soul of mine, the Lord is with you, and the Mother covers you with her mantle, as I do with my wings.”


(AZ: 137-9)


																							


								   LETTERS										


(From Australia unless stated otherwise)





To Reach Out and Touch


My husband and I would like to say to you that we feel very much blessed to have these revelations from Jesus and Mary in hour hands as they nourish our souls so much giving us joyfulness as we read them and would like the whole world to have the same opportunity, so may our prayers be for the Good Lord to reach and touch them in the same way. Thank God for His Love for us in Jesus and Mary.


BERTA CIFUENTES, Edens Landing, Qld.





“Pilgrim’s Guide” to The Poem


I have been using The Poem in bible classes for many years, resulting in the distribution of dozens of sets. Also compiled a compendium of my own to use in my classes. I never got the second part in print that gave all the biblical references. But your work is superior and I can now use your work because it is masterfully done and complete… I would like to contact as many as I can who bought the set and suggest they use your guide.


WILLIAM NYPEVER, Texas, U.S.A.





	It’s lovely to get back to The Poem again after nearly ten years, and especially with the “Pilgrim’s Guide” for specific references.  Thank God!


MARIAN HARRADINE, Montrose, Tas.





The Bulletins and Supplements


	Thank you for the last bulletin.  As usual it is marvellous to read, and to refresh my memory on the beautiful words contained in The Poem, and in other books dictated to Maria.  It was very interesting to hear of Craig Rogers’ thesis on The Poem.  I can imagine the huge amount of research that this work involved…  I feel sure it will meet with great success.


	The great thing I find about Maria’s works is that no matter how much or how little I read, I am left with some marvellous food for the mind and for the soul.  The words seem to be imprinted indelibly, and yet remain fresh and new, when read again after a lapse of time.  God’s words seem to be forever “new”.


ROSE MARY RHODES, Carlingford, N.S.W.





	I love reading everyone’s thoughts about The Poem, because they are exactly what I think, too.  I’ve read the 5 English volumes and am reading them again (I’m towards the end of Volume 1) - and I can’t imagine not reading it!  Jesus, Mary, Mary Magdalene, the Apostles… all are real people who were alive not that long ago.  This really brings the reader back to their time, and also brings them forward to the present.  2,000 years does not seem that long now (hey, it’s only 80 generations).


	Two of my friends are most of the way through The Poem.  And my father has already finished the 5 volumes, has gone back a second time, and is on number 3 again.  We all love it!


	Could I become a member of the Readers’ Group?  I’d really be excited to.


BILL LESLIE, Massachusetts, U.S.A.


	(Certainly Bill. Please feel free to pass copies of the bulletins and supplements to your friends. - Ed.) 





Our little family is on the second reading of The Poem...  We read a chapter before the Rosary each evening and meditate on what we have read.  We were looking for another source to purchase Volume #1 for a new nephew, and discovered some links to articles about The Poem being on the Index.  It saddened us and we thought of how many people will never pick up these Words of Our Lord because of Satan’s handiwork.  The thought also came to mind, of those who, like us, have already read The Poem, and then discover the church’s decision regarding it.  If one is perhaps worried about "being in a state of sin" from reading a proscribed work, and then thinks about the present state of the 'visible' church, it could make one lose hope.  We thus give thanks to God for finding your web-site the next day!  And thank you for all the testimonials! We have never met or heard of anyone who has finished the whole Work, outside of our family.  We feel like a member of a very special and privileged club.  We have spent time and effort trying to acquaint everyone (and we pray for God's Guidance and His Prudence in this) with these Works. Deo Gratias!!  We, on this our second reading, have started to index the Work.  We are delighted that it is already completed (with the “Pilgrim’s Guide”).  May God bless you.  We live in the US but desire to be in touch with others who "have been touched by God" in this special way.  It is very important not to feel alone, especially for the young people.  There is such a sense of comradeship in the knowledge that one is communicating with another who has read The Poem.  We would appreciate receiving your newsletter… Again, Deo Gratias!!


(In a later message…)


We know absolutely that these Works were given to 'Gods children' for these times, to comfort and to teach and to give Hope and to reassert The Teachings of the Church for all these centuries…  We have met people who own copies of the Poem..., but none of them have read it all the way through, they save it for special Holy Days.  It is a part of our lives every day.  We read a chapter before the Family Rosary every evening.  It has provided our children (six, ages 9-19) with a certification from God of the actions of their parents who so often 'get into trouble in a worldly stance' for the actions they take to defend God's law. �There, we hope that helps.  We are so anxious to keep in touch with others who have had the opportunity of this wonderful Heavenly Gift. We truly believe that we need to reassure ourselves that we are NOT alone!!


THE JIMM OMODT FAMILY, Kansas, U.S.A.





The Gospel Meditated Rosary


I took the rosary tapes with me to Europe and had plenty of time to listen to them on the plane. They are excellent, especially for those who read the book. God Bless you and your endeavours.


FR. PETER KRIGOVSKY, N.S.W.


(Bulletin readers may remember the note about Father Peter’s ordination in Slovakia, in June this year - Ed.)





Thanks for the current Readers Group Bulletin. I always look forward to receiving them. It was wonderful to learn of the new priest ("fruit")!


As I read the bulletin and especially the "letters" section, I was overwhelmed by a resurgence of deep, deep emotion as I read each comment re "The Poem" and Maria's various other books (this happens each time I get the bulletin). My eyes remained full of tears, my heart sort of gasping (?) as I was pulled back into the visions, dictations and "angel-speak" of all I have read. Even now as I tell someone about Maria's work (just Monday with a priest who had not ever heard of them) I find myself unable to hold back the emotions that seem to well up each time (and of course the other person often looks at me like I'm nuts!).


Our family, my husband's 2 brothers and families and now another couple and their children have formed a family prayer group and use the rosary tapes (one of his brothers has just started reading Vol. 1 and is definitely "hooked"; the tapes have played an important part) for the rosary section. It's been a wonderful addition…


JAN FERGUSON, Lousiana, U.S.A.





Thank you for the latest Bulletin - wonderful reading. I think Craig Rogers sums up my thoughts on Maria's writings very closely. You only have to read the Poem to be convinced of its authenticity.


I have just come back from NSW where I moved my aging parents into a unit in Forster. I borrowed the meditated rosary tapes you sent them and listened to them in a car on the way home. What a wonderful and moving�experience. I really shouldn't have been driving during the Sorrowful mysteries as my eyes welled with tears on several occasions. I wasn't going to listen to the tapes until I finished the Poem books (I'm just about to start the 4th book), but I couldn't pass up the opportunity of playing them during the long hours of driving by myself. Now I want everyone to hear the tapes because they are so powerful!


Many thanks for all the effort put into making the tapes and into reaching out to people like me through the Readers Group.


TIM HAMILTON, Lower Plenty, Vic.





	A friend gave us the cassette tapes on the Mysteries of the Rosary as described to Maria Valtorta. They touched me so deeply, I would like to order more copies to give to our friends…


The Rosary tapes "speak" to our hearts; we therefore must be listening and praying with our hearts.


	(Later), I'm eager to get The Poem tomorrow (at least one volume) from our local Bookstore. I've been reading the excerpts from the Website. They bring such joy, and total peace. We thank our dear Lord and Savior for granting us this great grace, especially when the world is on such a downhill slide. And we thank Maria for her "yes" in the midst of tremendous pain and sacrifice. On this day of Pentecost, we witness God pouring out his Holy Spirit over the whole world. It is our job to open ourselves up to receive His Love.


CAROLYN HARDAGE, Arizona, U.S.A.�


We are friends of a very lovely lady named Carolyn Hardage who gifted us with a set of the Rosary tapes and the transcript booklet which we are currently using during our monthly Third Thursday Adoration of our Lord.  People are overwhelmed with the beauty of the tapes, in that they allow us to actually "see" and "feel" with our "hearts" and become a part (one body) with our Lord.  I wish I were one gifted with beautifully expressive words that could tell you just how I feel, but I believe you also must know this intense feeling of love from our Lord and our Blessed Mother. Thank you for this beautiful ministry.


PAT CHOUINARD, Arizona. U.S.A.





The Rosary Tapes and the Booklets


I prayed using your Rosary tapes this  morning and I can't tell you what a tremendous difference they made to the  quality of my meditation of the Rosary.  If every person of good will is a  manifestation and instrument of God, then God has given me these special  little gifts that I have always desired, through the Readers’ Group.  I absolutely love them  and five Italian people that have seen them wish that they could have a copy  in Italian…


As for the little booklets I have given away, I've had a good response from a few people, they really liked them even though they were skeptical at first.  A third person uses them while she visits the jails, to help the people there.  The people who bought the Italian version of The Poem are very impressed and can't stop thanking me, so I guess word of this masterpiece will soon get around the Italian community.


JOHNNY CANTARELLA, Bulimba, Qld.


	[Sounds like full circle. Johnny is exploring the possibility of producing some of the Readers’ Group booklets in Italian. He also mentions an Italian language "Radio Maria" audio program on the Internet. If interested, you can contact Johnny at P.O. Box 550, BULIMBA, Qld. 4171, (07) 3399 2480 - Ed.]





“Love Me as Eucharist”


	I’ve spent a quiet afternoon and enjoyed the extracts on the Eucharist (previous Supplement). I have this wonderful peaceful feeling of being totally loved. It’s really great.


PAM YOUNG, Frankston, Vic.





	Thank you for the last Bulletin and Supplement on the Eucharist. It’s beautiful - I’ve read it several times and am going to copy it for others, especially Jesus’ prayer for us from the Heart of God: “Every instant…”


	I look forward to receiving the Bulletin and Supplement every few months. Could you please send me “Love Me as Eucharist” in the full version…


	How Jesus must suffer in the Eucharist, with our neglect, hatreds, wars - especially in the current situations in the world and in the Pacific. Imagine how beautiful everything would be if we lived as He had asked, how the earth would become an altar for His Second Coming…


MARY ROSS, Tyaak, Vic.








The “Joseph” Booklet


	“Joseph” will now be included with a parcel I sent out with a beautiful statue of St. Joseph.  What a beautiful role model he is, not just for fathers, but for us all.  He was so gentle, and constantly in the presence of angels, I’m sure.


	I’ve got a few asking about a “readers’ group” here, so as soon as I get through this next weeks I’ll follow it up…  What would we do without these wonderful avenues of our faith that we have, to turn to?


MARIE CHEERS, Somerton Park, S.A.


	(Let’s know how it goes, Marie.  There’s plenty of Valtorta prayer and meditation material to include. - Ed.)


																							





Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group


	This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $7.00 per year (plus postage if mailed overseas) is requested for the year 2000.  (Subscriptions for e-mail recipients remain at $5.00.)  A Catalogue of books and other items, and bulletin back-issues, are available on request.


	The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


	[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]





Visit the Readers’ Group Web-site:  http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au


Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group, 12 Parker Road, Silvan, Vic. 3795  AUSTRALIA.  Tel/Fax (03) 9737 9228.  E-mail: valtorta@alphalink.com.au
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