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EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,

“Love Me as Eucharist”
The accompanying Supplement highlights the wonderful gift of the Eucharist, left for us by Jesus for our lifelong nourishment. It has been taken from a new 32-page booklet, which is one of the most vital compilations from Maria Valtorta’s writings assembled so far, for Readers’ Group members (see “New Items and the G.S.T.” below).

Ordination

Rev. Peter Krigovsky will be ordained as a priest in Slovakia, his home country, on 29th June. Peter’s is the second ordination of a Readers’ Group member (the first was Father Peter Dwyer in 1997). Please pray for him.
New Australian Valtorta Web-Site

This site: http://valtorta.alphalink.com.au was set up some weeks ago, and is helping to attract a growing number of new Readers Group members and Internet contacts from Australia and from other countries - as is evident in the “letters” section of this bulletin. Please pray for protection of this site from a few sinister computer virus attacks, planted throughout the Internet world by agents and accomplices of “old hairy legs”.
The 1945-50 Notebooks

First the bad news. Despite assurances during 1999, the latest news is that the 1945-50 Notebooks (English translation) will not be available until the end of this year. AND the dictations from the Holy Spirit on the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans won’t be available until late 2001.


Now the good news. A very significant passage from these Notebooks has been translated from the original Italian by the maintainer of an excellent Valtorta web-site in Kentucky USA.  Its title is “Christ Teaches about Temptation”. See: <http://www.bardstown.com/~brchrys>  For a hard copy (on A4 pages) - see below.

New Items, and the G.S.T.
New items now available are:


“Love Me as Eucharist” - in a 32-page booklet

$2.50


“Christ Teaches about Temptation” (see above)
$1.00

(No need for Australian readers to send money first, an invoice will accompany the order.)

Early hopes that prices of books from the Readers’ Group would not be subject to the 10% G.S.T. have been soundly dashed.  All purchases sent out to Australian buyers after 30th June, must include this surcharge.

An “executive” decision has been made, however, to absorb the G.S.T. component for the time being. This being the case, the price of all items available from the Readers Group will remain the same.

A price reduction, however, will apply to the Meditated Rosary audio tapes (3-tape set), previously subject to sales tax (books were not). The new charge will be:

Pre 1/7/00
  
From 1/7/00*
GST

Total Charge Aust.
$19.50



$16.00*

$1.60


$17.60

* Price for purchasers from outside Australia.

An updated (1/7/00) catalogue will be sent on request.

May God bless and keep you all.

David D. Murray

Editor and Assistant Convenor






A THESIS ON THE POEM







[Craig Rogers, an American Valtorta reader, has sent in a draft copy of his Master’s Thesis on aspects of The Poem - comparing Maria Valtorta’s writings with records and information from other historical sources.  I believe this to be a very scholarly and valuable exercise, which Craig is planning to build upon in further doctorate studies at the University of California. Craig has offered to make available copies of his finished thesis to Readers’ Group Members in Australia and elsewhere. Please let me know if you’re interested in purchasing a copy. Below is the (draft of) his conclusion. - Ed.]
In keeping with Catholic teaching, we must consider three things with respect to the authenticity of the Poem.  Does it provide an accurate reckoning of the historical milieu it concerns?  Does the personal life of the author give us pause regarding her mental state and moral character?  Do the contents of the work conflict with revelatio publica?

Regarding the first question, the meticulous detail of the Poem indicates the work of nothing less than an expert on the historical milieu of the Gospels.  Even today, any scholar wishing to fabricate an account of the personal life of Jesus, with even a great wealth of resources at hand, would be commended for such an accurate fiction of the life of Jesus.  Valtorta wrote ten thousand, hand-written, unedited pages in three years while bedridden in a small coastal town in Italy.  Could even the best-trained scholars today perform such a feat with such accuracy?  At the very least, I do not think we can disqualify the authenticity of the text in terms of its historical aptitude.

Maria Valtorta’s personal life exhibits nothing short of saintly moral character.  She dedicated herself to the cause of the sick and infirm, even while herself in poor health.  Her parents were able to provide for her materially, but we can see no evidence that she was unstewardly with regard to her resources.  The one area of concern is her mental state.  In her final years, Valtorta appeared mentally incoherent.  As stated in Chapter I, this appeared to her friends as a sign of the sacrifice of her intelligence.  Allegedly, Maria ceded everything, including her mind, to the will of God in union with the sufferings of Jesus.  Understandably, others might perceive Maria’s failing mental health as an indication of her delusion.  The ultimate reason for Maria’s mental deterioration will remain in question.* 

Finally, though the theology in the Poem seems a bit outdated, there is nothing offensive to the doctrinal content of the Catholic Church.  Scripturally, the Poem leans a bit to the literal side, especially with respect the New Testament.  But unlike the writings of Agreda and Emmerich, the Poem does not historicize any events in the Old Testament which clearly belong to the genre of myth.  In this regard, it would appear to contain a rather sophis-ticated grasp of form criticism for a work of the 1940s.

In reading and re-reading the text, I fail to see how Valtorta could have invented the whole work.  Scene after scene is laden with references to Old Testament figures, social customs and historical details.  Even the most learned of scholars today would need to conduct an immense amount of research with scriptural reference works in hand.   In my effort to verify the accuracy of the Poem, I used dozens of references, including biblical commentaries, atlases, concordances, dictionaries, Josephus’ texts, Jewish and archaeological encyclopedias, and numerous scholarly publications on the historical milieu of the Gospels.  Detail after detail proves accurate.  As such, it seems that the Poem is a work that meets the initial criteria for authenticity.   By this, I mean that it deservedly belongs in one of the three categories highlighted in the Introduction: supernatural inspiration, unexplainable psychological experience, or brilliant fiction.  In any case, I see this as a sign of the Poem’s worth for future investigation.

Jesus calls the Poem a gift; thus it is freely given to inspire one’s faith.  It cannot, however, take the place of one’s faith; it must be cloaked in some measure of uncertainty.  If the Poem is what it says it is, then it must remain in the cloud, under the aegis of faith; otherwise it removes the need for that which it strives to build up.  This thesis can only bring forward in a more accessible manner the contents of the work.  I cannot demonstrate beyond reason that the Poem is divinely inspired and thus truly is what it claims to be, for that would offend against faith.  What I can do is speak to its promise, and invite others to take it further in their respected fields.  I hope in some small way this has been accomplished.

(A number of times in His dictations to Maria, Jesus foreshadowed a “withdrawal” for her in later life - Ed.)
(Below is a table from Craig’s thesis:)
Printed volumes since 1988.

Italian - “The Poem” - 327,400; other books: 77,200.

French - “The Poem” - 144,000; other books: 13,800.

Spanish - “The Poem” - 387,100; other books: 12,800.

English - “The Poem” - 351,000; other books: 44,800.

Total - “The Poem” - 1,209,500 copies; other books: 148,600 copies








   LETTERS











(From Australia unless stated otherwise)
Joy and Sadness

As with all of Maria Valtorta’s writings, I can’t find adequate words to fully express the joy - and many times the sadness - which I derive from her books,

LUCY PANVINO, Strathfield, N.S.W.


I have practically all the books now - they will keep me absorbed for many months ahead… Some people think that I read too much, whereas I can’t get enough.  The more I read, the better I come to know Jesus, Mary and Joseph…

CHARLES DONOVAN, Koondoola, W.A.

The Poem


The book (now moving into Volume 3) gives me lots of happiness.  New meaning for my life.  This is the most beautiful book I have ever read.

ILONA MAROS, Sadlier, N.S.W.


I don’t expect to read better stuff this side of Heaven, than what Our revealed to or told Maria!!

JOHN GREEN, Casino, N.S.W.


(John has sent his subs. for the next 3 years.  He is a third of the way through Volume 5 - perhaps he has some re-visiting to do before he gets to Heaven – Ed.)

Gifts of Suffering and Grace

…The Rosary tapes and book have been loaned several times, and the tapes are now blessing darling Sister Honora, who is a resident of St. Joseph’s Nursing Home….


Particular thanks for the latest collection on suffering (Love and Pain…).  Perfect timing, as Sister Honora has been struggling… having left her community (her family) to spend her last days away from her country of origin and her other siblings.  She has one sister at the nursing home, but she is quite ill.  She had been asking Our Lord and praying for discernment on suffering … The Lord is guiding her at this particularly difficult time of adjustment.  What a gem she is, in the Lord’s crown – a shining beacon in my life, a great gift of sincere friendship.


I have re-loaned the Passion booklet (2 copies) recently, and am blessed to share this journey, as others are brought to the new and deeper revelation of Our Lord’s sacrifice.


Today, Sister Honora and I read “At the Call of Matthew”, (Volume 1, pages 511-7 of The Poem), and we were both challenged by the words: “Good grace is the shrewdness of an apostle, perseverance is his weapon, and his example and prayers for those to be converted are his success”.  It gave us a good starting place for this Lenten period.  We are constantly overwhelmed with the profound truth and the depth of intimacy that Our Lord calls us to…

WENDY SHERIDAN, Goonellabah, N.S.W.

The Booklets

Thanks so much for the wonderful booklets on “Joseph” and “Love and Pain”.  The little “Pilgrim’s Guide” is terrific - something I’ve wanted for ages to help look up the Bible and The Poem more easily.  May I order another “Pilgrim’s Guide” for my friend who has fallen in love with The Poem.

PENNY HENDRIE, Eltham, Vic.

"Joseph" is just beautiful. This morning as Michael was playing soccer with his team, I was sitting amongst a crowd of screaming parents etc., with eyes full of tears at reading such lovely things.  These are certainly the cream of the Joseph stories, and re-reading this helps me to remember how holy Joseph was. Yes, he certainly is "a role model for fathers, families and consecrated people"! I won't be keeping this gem to myself - I'll be lending the booklet to a few friends.

   CARMEL TANNA, Homebush N.S.W.

The Audio Tapes

Wonderful tapes (# 7 & 8)!.  Mary Magdalene too is dearest to my heart.

MARY BILLINGS, Nambour, Qld.


Thank you for the tapes (#2 and #6). 
I love to listen to both:

The children with Jesus makes me feel … Oh well, what can be said that you don’t already know.  Ah! the Passion!

MARIA MALCZEWSKI, Auckland, N.Z.

The “Gospel Meditated Rosary”


(There have been many letters about these tapes and the transcript booklet. Space limitations allow only some of them - Ed.)
The meditations on the Holy Rosary… are just so beautiful. I have noticed that the more lines I pray, my soul steps into the picture, and I feel I am in that journey with Jesus and Mary. My spirit is travelling with them in every word, in every thought, in every deed, in every joy, and in every sorrow. And I feel I am giving Our Mother a little comfort by making this journey with her.

INES CAMPOS, Casula, N.S.W.


I am very grateful for… the Gospel-meditated Rosary…  I used the First Sorrowful Mystery at the parish Holy Hour last night (eve of First Friday), and people were touched.  And now another thank you for the newest supplement and the beautiful orange prayer leaflet…


One of the things I got last year… was FIREWORKS, so curiously and excitedly put together.  It seemed very “French”.  (I regret it did not give the source of the article by Professor Lonnie Van Zandt in its put-down of Jean Aulignier’s Diary of Jesus, which is a most helpful book, especially with its accompanying map.)  Its long account of the 1949 and 1969-60 conspiracy to blacken The Poem is useful to have, together with the details of the lives of Frs. Migliorini and Berti, and the personal index you added to it.


I do hope the Servites in Italy are working for the Cause of Maria Valtorta, even thought the path to her beatification may be long and difficult.


To the world of English-speaking Catholic biblical scholars, The Poem seems to be totally unknown.  (Perhaps we must wait until some seminarian reads it during his years in the seminary, and then goes on to higher studies in Scripture and writes about it like Fr. Allegra did.)  Things may be different in Italy among Italian Scripture scholars, who cannot not have heard of it.

FR. TOM O’NEILL S.J., Singapore.


(Due to lack of orders, my Australian distributor does not stock “Fireworks” any longer. I still have a couple of copies available - Ed.)

Thank you for sending me the Meditated Rosary and booklets…  I have found peace at night playing them, as I don’t sleep due to illness.  I also have a very ill husband who needs a lot of prayer.


The forgiveness booklet was wonderful – if only we could all be given that way of understanding when we are young… but as God has said it is never too late, He is always there, we only have to call him.

GAY OSBORNE, Camden, N.S.W.

The Rosary tapes are wonderful! I’ll be ordering more in the future (a good gift).

ALICIA PEARCE, Strathfield, N.S.W.


I find the Rosary tapes wonderful - you feel as though you are there, which is how I feel reading Maria Valtorta’s books of The Poem.  How truly blessed we are to have her books.








   JUNE FUERY, Wodonga, Vic.

I just had to drop you a line to tell you how well the Maria Valtorta  Rosary tapes have been received here in our parish of Sale. We have used  them for Rosary meditation in various Parish Cell groups and also at the  two outlying churches. I think a few people have purchased their own  tapes, but mine have been doing the rounds. Of course, during Lent, we  concentrated on the Sorrowful Mysteries, but with the promise of praying the  Glorious Mysteries after Easter. We will keep that promise in the next  couple of weeks.

MARGARET GOSS, Sale, Vic.


… I have used it nearly every day since the Feast of the Annunciation this year, for my private prayers.  I think it is excellent - for those who have read the five volumes of The Poem, for the sick, and for those in nursing homes…


I also liked the booklet on St. Joseph - this supplies a missing link in Church literature.

JOE PURCELL, The Gap, Qld.


Late Item

It seems that the Meditated Rosary has touched many hearts, and that the knowledge of this very special way of praying the Rosary could be spread further.


On 17th June I’ll be meeting with some Readers’ Group members in Melbourne for a quiet day of retreat, on the theme “Praying the Rosary with Maria Valtorta” (flier enclosed for Melbourne members). A follow-up idea - God willing - is to head north during the next few months, perhaps as far as Brisbane, with the same theme in mind.  If any readers wish to respond, please contact me  - David.

The “Pilgrim’s Guide”

My sincere thanks for "The Pilgrim's Guide" and "The Story of Mary of Magdala" recently received. I was so glad to see such an exhaustive index of just about every category of the monumental "Poema". An instant reference to any doctrine that Jesus expounded on was long overdue. Thanks for the time you spent on such a vast project. It will help many find what they want for a certain need. Also the Magdalene Story was a surprise with all the passages pertaining to her advance on the Way assembled together. I really think that this is exactly what Jesus wanted when he instructed her spiritual director on the way the revelation should be used.

David, do you think we should ask Pope John Paul to give his special approval to the Valtorta works? That was the big prayer intention I brought with me to the Holy Land in 1998. And there I received a sign. I was praying that this Pontiff would be the one to approve and lift all controversy from the Valtorta prodigy as I said my rosary early one morning on the shore of the Sea of Galilee at a place called Ein Gev. I even asked Jesus for a sign to this effect. The stars were clearly seen and with a impulse I asked that before My rosary was through He would show me a meteorite. As I proceeded on the fourth decade I glanced towards the north and suddenly I glimpsed a meteorite, a 'shooting star' streaking towards the earth and disappear. I knew it was the sign I had asked for. I did not see any other shooting stars during the hour plus I spent before sunrise on the shore. Ever since then I have been praying fervently for this Pontiff's endorsement of the writings of Maria Valtorta. I have not lost faith. Do you think a petition should now be gathered to obtain from him another Supreme Imprimatur. The Work certainly deserves it. Then no one can expunge it and it can spread freely and bear the good fruit it was intended to bear.

PATRICK OWENS, Calgary, Canada.

(Let’s pray for inspiration on what to do about this - Ed.)

I received my order today. I spent some time looking over the Pilgrim's Guide and WOW - what a wonderful job! It's complete and very comprehensive - a marvelous tool and companion to the Poem! I especially love Section 1 (the Index) and Part 3 (Scripture to Poem).

GLENN DALLAIRE, Connecticut, U.S.A.


… I always wanted to know the reasons behind Jesus’ miracles in the Gospels.  Since reading The Poem I have come to learn so much.


I often refer to The Poem for clarification of the Sunday Gospels, and even the daily Gospels.  The “Pilgrim’s Guide” is an excellent and quick way to find them.


Whenever I listen to the homily, I can actually visualise the scenes in The Poem, and I remember smiling (at an) explanation of the little boy Marjiam, who has the 2 fish and the 5 loaves - God planted him so that Jesus could work the miracle, (and) the multiplication would not have occurred if the apostles did not give out in faith.


I am sure glad that I had joined the Readers’ Group…

CHARLES DONOVAN, Koondoola, W.A.


I’m finding even more enjoyment with the Pilgrim’s Guide.  Isn’t it great to have so many ways to reach God?

GEMMA MANUEL, Burra, S.A.


The Pilgrim’s Guide is a real blessing and an answer to my prayers. For it will allow me to actually “study” The Poem, and be able to relate it to the Scriptures - as I never would have been able to do otherwise. It has already made possible my finding certain readings pertaining to a subject a close friend and I were sharing, concerning the death of his mom. I was able to extract, from The Poem, stories I knew would add comfort to her spirit, and diminish her grief. I never would have been able to do this without these references…





 BEN GUNTER, Indiana, U.S.A.

The Notebooks

Thank you for the 1943 and 1944 Notebooks. They are truly a great treasure, and an endless source of contem-plative material.


   EWA WALLIS, Wauchope, N.S.W.

This morning I came across one of those gems that take much thinking... Notebooks 1943, p.512: "Words disturb the atmosphere where God lives. Nor, for the just, are words needed for them to be convinced of the presence of God and of the wonderful effects of that presence in a heart."

ED FORD, Scottsdale Az., U.S.A.

(It took two prompts from Ed to result in the compilation: “Love Me as Jesus”. Thank you Ed. - David.)
The Booklets

Thank you so much for the two little books (“Love & Pain”, and “Joseph”). As a Josephite, I found the “Joseph” one really fascinating – I want you to send me three more, to give to three of our Sisters who will be celebrating their Golden Jubilee next month.  Actually, I will be celebrating my diamond !! at the same time, but I am the only one left of the five who entered with me – so I hope that the others will be celebrating in Heaven…




 Sr. M.V., N.S.W.


I got hold of the “Joseph” booklet, and couldn’t put it down.  It interlocks so much with what has been given through Sister Menendez in 1923, and other female prophets and sufferers elsewhere - earlier and subsequently.





PAUL MELVAINE, Ivanhoe, Vic.

The Book of Azariah


I'm reading Azariah right now.  What a blessing.  I get so engrossed in it, and then occasionally I'll pause, in wonder, that I'm actually reading "angel-speak."  I love that it is presented liturgically, because I … write/present the (lay) homilies at our Wednesday morning church services, and to have these thoughts from/of Jesus, through Azariah, through Maria, are priceless.

DEB JOHNSON, Mississippi, U.S.A.

The New Web-site

I like it, and I wish you and your group success in this business. The peace of the Lord be with you.

TEODORO GARCÍA MALDONADO, Mexico.

Congratulations. It's beautiful and very user friendly.

BRENDA WICKERSHAM, U.S.A.

The web site looks great! …A quality site. Now what?

JAN FERGUSON, Lousiana, U.S.A.


Congratulations!  The new Australian Valtorta web-site… is a great contribution to the wider understanding of Maria Valtorta…  I will be checking back again and again for material to consult… It will help to evangelise the world by means of the greatest tool given to the Church for this purpose.  The Peace of Jesus to you.

PATRICK OWENS, Calgary, Canada.

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $7.00 per year (plus postage if mailed overseas) is requested for the year 2000.  (Subscriptions for e-mail recipients remain at $5.00.)  A Catalogue of books and other items, and bulletin back-issues, are available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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