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EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,


God’s blessings and graces to you all, in this year of the Great Jubilee!


Material from the Readers’ Group is now reaching people from very distant places.  This has occurred with the help of the Internet and its e-mailing component.  This was something I hesitated about at first, but being a technological advancement on other communication media – newsprint, the telephone, radio and television – and used in accordance with God’s will, it becomes a cheap, fast tool for spreading His Word, and for sharing some wonderful experiences with other Valtorta readers.


Very soon it is planned to set up a Valtorta web-site – to publish the latest Bulletin, Supplement and Catalogue, and tell of some other Readers’ Group items which have attracted positive feedback.  These include the Pilgrim’s Guide, the Gospel Meditated Rosary, and some of the tapes and booklets.  The web-site is planned to be (initially) fairly small, and will link to a couple of established and very useful Valtorta sites in other places.


Since the previous Bulletin, three new items have been added to the Catalogue (ask for an updated copy if you want one):

The Gospel Meditated Rosary


This project was completed in mid-December. It consists of three 90-minute audio tapes, plus a booklet, containing the Joyful, Sorrowful and Glorious Mysteries.  On each of the tapes, passages describing the relevant five Mysteries – directly from Maria Valtorta’s writings – are interspersed between the “Our Fathers” and the “Hail Maries” of the 5 decades.  The booklet contains the total scripts of this exercise, and like the Pilgrim’s Guide, has wire binding for opening flat.  The development and production of this project was a story in itself, and despite a few circular decision-making exercises by yours truly, I’m sure Our Lady – in Her kind, wise and patient way – had a guiding hand in it all.  The 3-tape set is available for $19.50, and the booklet for $8.00.

Love and Pain – the Path to Holiness

A very productive and enlightening period of time has been devoted to a collection of passages with the above title.  These have been drawn from the “Suffering” and over 20 other associated themes in The Poem, the 1943 and 1944 Notebooks, and The Book of Azariah.  They have been assembled into a 40-page booklet, at a cost of $2.50. A selection of passages from the booklet forms the 8-page Supplement to this Bulletin.

Joseph – A Role Model for Husbands, Families,

and Consecrated People


This is another booklet just completed, of 40 pages, also at $2.50.  This collection of passages, from Maria Valtorta’s writings, could well be one of the most definitive stories of this great Saint, which we have ever had the privilege to read.


One last thing.  The Readers’ Group operates from the eastern edge of Melbourne - in the foothills of the Dandenongs – where power and telephone links are sometimes (but not often) interrupted.  Please note this back-up telephone number: (03) 9737 9552.


May God bless and keep you all.


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor.








A TASTE OF HELL






(One of our readers writes:)
“It seems today that there are few people who really believe in Hell, and what it can hold for us all. I carry a small card with words from Notebooks 1944, pages 79-80. I haven't heard a sermon on Hell in at least 40 years. I've heard it mentioned once, but no follow through. These words are powerful, really powerful. Every now and then, when it seems I'm under attack with all kinds of stuff going through my mind, that card aligns things quickly and  efficiently.”

(Here is just part of the whole passage, from 15 January 1944:)


(Jesus says:)

"Fire responds to fire. In Paradise it is the fire of perfect love. In Purgatory it is the fire of purifying love. In Hell it is the fire of offended love. Since the elect loved to perfection, Love gives itself to them in its Perfection. Since those being purged loved in lukewarm fashion, Love becomes a flame, to take them to Perfection. Since the accursed burned with all fires ‑ except with the Fire of God ‑ the Fire of God's wrath burns them eternally. And in the fire there is ice.

"Oh, you cannot imagine what Hell is! Take everything that is man's torment on earth ‑ fire, flame, ice, submerging waters, hunger, sleeplessness, thirst, wounds, illnesses, sores, and death ‑ sum it up into a single amount, and multiply it millions of times. You will have only a shadow of that tremendous truth.

"Sidereal cold will be mixed with the unbearable burning. The damned burned with all human fires, having only spiritual iciness for their Lord God. And ice awaits to freeze them, after fire has salted them like fish set upon a flame to roast. A torment in the torment, is this passing from the burning, dissolving to the cold which condenses.

"Oh, this is not metaphorical language! For God can cause souls - burdened by the sins committed – to have a sensitivity equal to that of flesh, even before they take on that flesh. You do not know, and you do not believe. But in truth I tell you, that it would be better for you to undergo all the torments of my martyrs rather than one hour of those infernal tortures.

"Darkness will be the third torment. Material darkness and spiritual darkness. To be in darkness forever, after having seen the light of paradise, and to be in the embrace of Darkness, after having seen the Light that is God! To writhe in that dark horror, where in the glare of the burnt spirit, only the name of the sin - for which they are nailed to that horror - is illuminated! To find no other support in that continuous agitation of spirits, hating and harming each other, where this desperation making them crazed and increasingly accursed. To feed on it, base themselves on it, and kill themselves with it. It is said that death will nourish death.72 Despair is death, and shall nourish these dead ones in eternity.

"Even I, who created that place, tell you that when I descended into it - to bring out of Limbo those who awaited my coming* - I, God, experienced horror at that horror. If something made by God were not immutable - on account of being perfect - I would have wanted to make it less atrocious. For I am Love, and I was pained by that horror.

"And you want to go there.

"Meditate, O children, on these words of mine. The sick are given bitter medicine; the diseased areas of cancer patients are cauterized and cut out. For you - sick and suffering from cancer - this is a surgeon's medicine and cauterization. Do not refuse it. Use it to heal yourselves. The duration of life is not these few days on earth. Life begins when it seems to you to be ending. And it no longer has an end.

"Have it flow on for you, in the place where God's light and joy make eternity beautiful, and not where Satan is the eternal Torturer. "

*(See Is. 26:1-2, Ezek. 37:11-14, Mt. 27:52-3.)








LETTERS








The Poem of the Man-God


 One day… I found this mysterious booklet called “Excerpts from The Poem of the Man-God” by Maria Valtorta.  My husband didn’t know where it came from, nor did I or our families when asked.  I decided to read it, and the rest is history!  I have read all 5 volumes of the Poem (which I read in 18 months)…  and these books put me back on the right “narrow” path to Heaven, and hence my conversion.  I only hope and pray that Maria will be canonized one day, because I owe her a lot.  But most of all I thank my beautiful sweet God for “knocking me on the head” and making me fall in love with Love Himself.







CLARE MENNIS, Alice Springs, N.T.


Thank you for sending me Volume 1 of The Poem. I have read about 250 pages, and it is very, very effective.










  VIN PERERA, Hallam, Vic.


Have just finished reading of Jesus raising Lazarus.  My understanding of what Jesus did has magnified.  It is like being placed in a situation and being part of it.







   ANGE SHERIDAN, Belmont, Qld.


The Poem is an important part of my spiritual life.  I feel so close to Jesus, Mary and the Apostles as I read.









 RITA TAYLOR, Hamilton, Vic.

I just finished reading the hard part of the Passion… It has really made me think thoughts such as when I sin, how God looks upon how He required His Son to pay for our sins. Wow!  I can only imagine if God's wrath were upon me due to the sins I have committed in order to for Him to require His Son's death and suffering and abandonment.  If God told me at my death "Out of a torturous love I required my Son's death for you...to save you, and you were too proud to accept even this."  I would fully understand hell at that moment!  I hope I will always grow in His love!
CHRIS FOELDI, Missouri, USA


I’ve finally finished The Poem and have started again.  Lots of great, inspiring stuff!  LORRAIN ALI, Red Hill, Qld.


I have finally finished Vol. 5 (whew!) and now plan to restart the entire work!  It'll be like watching a movie for the 2nd (or 3rd or 4th...) time - knowing all the details causes you to view things from a different viewpoint, enabling you to glean something completely different with each view.   I've read this comment frequently but have to agree that Maria's work has been the most profound I have ever read and has been the catalyst for a TREMENDOUS and wonderful change (more like an explosion!) in my spiritual life.  Oh!!  God is so good.







 JAN FERGUSON, Louisiana, USA


It was with great delight that I saw my youngest daughter pick up Volume 1 of The Poem and begin to read.  She has borrowed it and reads with enthusiasm.  Which is a real blessing for me, as she is preparing her two children – one for First Communion and one for Confirmation.  I have left other books “lying around” for years, without response.  Maybe this technique will work with my other children.  I have read many of the bulletins already with delight, and as I am currently reading Fire Within – “borrowed” – I must contain my enthusiasm to continue reading The Poem for now.









 KEN LEES, Jindabyne, NSW.

God the Father


1999 was designated the year of God the Father, but, in general, nothing much was made of it.  I’m just so thankful to have focused on the Father through The Poem.  Aren’t we so blessed!  The lovers of Valtorta’s writings must surely learn to really love the Father, not fear Him.  We learn to walk with Jesus and Mary, and we learn to rely on the Holy Spirit to speak for us when talking of God.


   EVA RICHTER, Northam, W.A.


(I believe that the love and wonder of God the Father and the Holy Spirit are worth reading many times – Ed.)

At School

Thank you for some wonderful literature, which I have been able to use to enrich my R.E. periods at school.







  CATHERINE LOFT, Glen Iris, Vic.

A Trial and a Blessing


Have lost nearly the whole year with a big injury.  6 weeks in hospital meant I was able to read all 5 books of The Poem again.  Enjoy your bulletins very much.






   MRS. M. O’DRISCOLL, Annerley, Qld.

The Notebooks

I’m gaining so much from reading Maria’s Notebooks at present.





ELLY GILROY, Eaton. W.A.


No matter how often I read Maria Valtorta’s works, I discover something new, and my soul is enlightened in a special way.  I am at present reading Notebooks 1943 and 1944, and never cease to be amazed by the new insights Jesus gives us into all aspects of our Faith.  I can quite believe that we will spend our Eternity in Heaven (please God), always learning more and more about God – an endless delight which will fill our days forever.  Jesus speaks so freely to Maria, and explains so much.  I realised, very early on, that I knew so little, and that there was a vast ocean of divine revelations just waiting to be tapped into.  It is truly a great blessing and joy, to read our dear Saviour’s words – not all at once, but in small portions – so that the words can sink into our minds, our hearts, and our souls.



 ROSE MARY RHODES, Carlingford, N.S.W.

The End Times


The books and tapes… are all I expected they would be.  The End Times is a bit daunting, and I feel we need so much prayer and penance for the souls of those who need to, but never do, read these sorts of things…







 EILEEN HAMMAT, Normanville, S.A.

The Bulletins and Supplements


I enjoy the bulletins and find them inspiring.










   PAT AIREY, Stafford, Qld.


Thank you for the latest bulletin. It was, as usual, terrific reading…  (I am) blessed with the knowledge that God is using us all, each in their own little way, to make His Son known to others.

 MILAN MALUNEC, Wakeley, NSW

Treasures


Thank you for Bulletin #16 – How they are multiplying! – and each one a valuable presentation.  The insights into Purgatory (and the importance of relieving those waiting there) were most enlightening…  I want to place my request for Notebooks 1945-50 when it is available.


No matter how many times I return to the “Treasure” of The Poem, I still continue to find new sources of inspiration and guidance along the path to “perfection”, which Jesus told us to follow.  It is so easy to be enthusiastic in spreading the “Word”, when one has such a realistic presentation to convey…  During the past few months I have spoken to several people about Maria Valtorta and her wonderful “work” – of course I don’t forget to say it is dictated by Jesus Himself!!







  BYRON MOSS, Koonorigan, N.S.W.


(There is a growing waiting list for the new Notebooks 1945-50, which is due early this year – Ed.)

The Shepherds


I have been using The Poem for Rosary meditations for a few years.  It helps me meditate.  I like the time going to Bethlehem, they meet the shepherd, who milked the ewe, directs them to the cave etc.  The Rosary comes alive.


   KEVIN DONNELLY, Lake Keepit, N.S.W.

The “Gospel Meditated Rosary”


Thank you for the opportunity to be part of the recording for the Rosary…
It was a wonderful experience for me, and I feel privileged to have been there.  I know that I will always pray the Rosary differently now – it has a much more deep and intense meaning for me.  I am looking forward to the tapes and booklet becoming available…

 PAM YOUNG, Frankston, Vic.


(From another participant:) It was a lovely experience we all shared – without a doubt praying the Rosary will never be the same…  I will treasure the books and tapes always. Shalom.


 BETTY REILLY, Chelsea, Vic.

(First impressions:) I had much driving to do yesterday and so was blessed with the Joyful Mysteries. I loved them…

(Later:) I'm now listening to the Sorrowful Mysteries, and my friend, Jim Rouch has listened to the Glorious mysteries - and so far, we are more than excited. We feel greatly blessed. I now have a constant Rosary going in my car - wherever I go, it is on. Once finished, back to the Magdalene, to Mary, and to the Stations. I really don't mind traveling by car, now that when I do, it is constant prayer time…

(Later still:) I've been listening (in my car) to the Rosary, and have gone through the entire Rosary at least twice. I can't tell you what great help it affords my spiritual life.




   ED FORD, Scottsdale, AZ, U.S.A.

Both Mum & I have listened to all three Rosary Tapes and they are just wonderful!  Some readers may not have the time to re-read The Poem, so these tapes are a lovely way to re-visit those special moments in Jesus' & Mary's lives, and to refresh our memories as well… I trust many people will benefit…  Our Lady will also benefit because people will be praying a much richer rosary with more concentration…
   CARMEL TANNA, Homebush, N.S.W.

The Rosary Meditation tapes are beautiful.  I have a 45-minute drive each Tuesday morning, and usually get two Rosaries said.  But I played the Sorrowful Mysteries tape and finished at home.  It’s mostly on country roads, and peaceful – it was extremely moving…




  TRICIA PATEMAN, Port Macquarie, N.S.W.


The Meditated Rosary is so inspiring.  I read the meditation booklet while saying my Rosary, and it brings it to life.  Also, I sometimes listen to the tapes.  The other day I listened to the Sorrowful Mysteries, and they touched me so deeply, making me long to do more for Our Lord and Our Mother… They help to bring home the full reality and horror of what Jesus suffered for us ungrateful creatures.  I pray that I can show this love to all I meet in my life.





  GERDA HUGHES, Mullumbimby, N.S.W.


I am delighted with the Rosary tapes – absolutely great.  Thank you for making them.









MARGARET GOSS, Sale, Vic.


The Rosary tapes and the little book are great.




  LYNNE PODGORCZYK, Alstonville, N.S.W.


The tapes and booklet are a very great help to me, as I find it hard to meditate on the Rosary normally.










THEO VENNIX, Quorn, S.A.


Loved the tapes!

JO WATSON, Moruya, N.S.W.

I have been listening to the tapes... words can not express the experience of walking those steps with Jesus and Mary… The Sorrowful Mysteries and Glorious Mysteries are a sneak preview to Volume 5; however, the story is known - it is the details and emotions that speak to me and increase my love and honor for our God.





THERESA TOWNSEND, California, U.S.A.


Thanks for the beautiful Rosary tapes – a wonderful job – I am sure they will help so many people.  My friend, dying of lung cancer, was able to use them for a little while.  


SR. M.C., Tasmania.

The “Pilgrim’s Guide”

Thank you for the “Pilgrim’s Guide” (PG) to Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of the Man-God.  It brings to life the Scriptures.  I have often found them hard to study, but with this wonderful Guide I can find whatever volume (in the daily Mass readings), and I feel so delighted, that it deepens my desire to know Jesus more, and to love Mary and Jesus and dear St. Joseph.


The apostles take on real human form.  Their distinct personalities come to life, and I can relate to them -–especially the impetuous Peter.  It gives one hope… What a treasure!


This morning I feel I have discovered a pearl of great price…  Through Maria’s work and the PG, I want to spend my life getting to know Jesus more and More…  I think all priests should read it, and discover the treasures it contains.


In reading Mt. 11:11-15, I never understood what Jesus meant in these words – how the violent are taking Heaven by storm - until using the PG and looking it up in Vol. 2, p. 706 of The Poem.  Jesus explains that by denying ourselves of many earthly things, we find Heaven.  And I had the feeling, and the certain knowledge, that praying the Scripture is finding the pearl of great price.  I am so excited.  Isn’t the Lord wonderful?






GERDA HUGHES, Mullumbimby, NSW.
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Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $7.00 per year (plus postage if mailed overseas) is requested for the year 2000.  (Subscriptions for e-mail recipients remain at $5.00.)  A Catalogue of books and other items, and bulletin back-issues, is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]

