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 “Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand.” – Pope Pius XII

MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

BULLETIN  NO.  16  -  DECEMBER  1999

EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,


A blessed and holy Christmas to you all!

This bulletin contains two important items:

Firstly, an instructive and thought-provoking revelation about Purgatory, from Maria’s conversations with her mother, who in 1949 was reaching the end of six years’ suffering and purification, in these “fires of love”.

Secondly, a supplement entitled “Hope beyond Hope”, words spoken by Mary Magdalene when her brother Lazarus was dying, and Jesus was not there.  This could well provide some of the help needed for the difficult times advancing upon us - graphically described in Maria’s three volumes of Notebooks, and assembled in The End Times - As Revealed to Maria Valtorta.

Accompanying the Bulletin is “cut-out” page containing a Catalogue Supplement, a Subscription Renewal form, and a special layout of the format for the suggested Maria Valtorta Prayer Group process (from Bulletin # 15).

The Maria Valtorta Meditation Rosaries

The idea of producing audio tapes of three “meditation” Rosaries, with passages from Maria Valtorta’s writings, has been raised a number of times during the past year.  Here are some words from Tony Grieve, who has accompanied me on two recent trips to N.S.W.


“We “valtortled” (travelled) about 2,000 km on our latest trip, departing Melbourne for Sydney via the Hume Highway, and returning along the coast.  David’s little old Datsun 120Y became a mobile retreat centre for the two of us, as we prayed the deep and mystical 15 decades of the Rosary.  David has compiled abstracts describing the events of each Rosary Mystery, as revealed to Maria Valtorta in “The Poem of the Man-God” series.


“The 5th Joyful Mystery - the Finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple - has always had a fascination for me, and Maria’s revealing account of the meeting of the Boy Jesus, with the rabbi Gamaliel, foreshadows many further encounters of Jesus with Gamaliel, during His public life.


“My usually controlled emotions later took a battering, as Maria described the conversion of Longinus the Centurion, during the Carrying of the Cross and the Crucifixion.  Finally the dam burst, when she described Longinus standing guard at the foot of the Cross, in the court of the Martyr King.


“The meditation on the Assumption describes Mary’s exhortation to the apostles (through John), when She sensed She may be returning to God.  She spoke of the necessity to love in every situation and circumstance – despite the cost – to enable God’s plan for us, and for those with whom we come in contact, to be fulfilled.


“These passages contain great teachings, and are wonderful meditations.  They will be a ‘must’ for those thirsting for mystical insights into the life of Christ.”


The material has now been “road-tested” in full once, and in part a number of times – all with positive results.


Production is another matter.  Experience with other Readers’ Group items – the audio tapes, the Mary Mag-dalene booklet, and the “Pilgrim’s Guide” - has provided valuable lessons on presentation.  The idea now is to record the Meditation Rosaries on three 90-minute audio tapes, and to publish the Rosary scripts in a booklet – all with covers depicting relevant Gospel scenes.

I believe that this project is a very significant one, and that Mary wants it to go ahead.  If we do God’s will in the process, I’m sure She will attend to all obstacles that may threaten its realisation.  That being so, please pray for all the help that will be needed.

Christmas is a possible production target.  An urgent call is now sent out for expressions of interest.  Help with pre-paid orders would be wonderful.  Preliminary pricings are:  3 Audio Tapes: $21.00;   Booklet: $8.00.

Subscriptions for the Year 2000


Each year’s subscription fees are kept as low as possible.
 Unfortunately, the 1999 rates proved to be somewhat unrealistic, and were also overtaken by an increase in printing charges during the year.  Next year’s subscription (entitling members to the four quarterly bulletins) has been raised to $7.00, with the exception that members of Religious Orders have an “honorary” status.  If any member wishes to continue receiving bulletins, but cannot afford this fee, please let me know.


The enclosed subscription form will be a “first and final notice”, and because of very tight budgeting, the next Bulletin will NOT be sent to members who do not reply.


So if you intend to renew, and to avoid forgetting, PLEASE DO SO NOW!

Yours in the Hearts of Jesus and Mary *,

David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor.

* See Notebooks 1943 p. 55

        PURGATORY, AND MARIA’S MOTHER    


Introduction

Maria Valtorta had a very severe and authoritarian mother, Iside Valtorta, who bullied her docile husband, and imposed many sufferings on her daughter.  The saga of the immediate effect of her death on Maria is recorded in her 1943 and 1944 Notebooks.  Its aftermath, however, gives us many lessons about the nature of unconditional love for the soul of another (especially a parent), and of Purgatory.  Within the extracts below we are privileged to have an “advance” translation of passages from the 1945-50 Notebooks (the book itself is expected very soon), which cast a revealing light on Purgatory (through Maria’s contacts with Iside), and its processes.

Acknowledgement is gratefully accorded to the compiler and translator of the relevant passages from all three Notebooks, which are available on the web-site:  http://www.bardstown.com/~brchrys/index.html , and from the Readers’ Group (see Catalogue supplement).  Space limitations allow summaries only, of the earlier passages - that can be read in full in the 1943 and 1944 Notebooks.

July 10, 1943


(Jesus teaches all of us a powerful lesson on the Fourth Commandment – to honour and respect our parents, in the same way that our parents are obliged to honour and care for us.  This obligation applies even when a parent treats us harshly – as in the case of Maria’s mother.  Jesus tells Maria she must love her mother spiritually, like a child who has gone astray, and who needs Maria’s forgiveness and prayers - even if Maria cannot honour her - in order to alleviate the punishment due to her.  Jesus had a great love for those for whom He suffered, even if He could save only some of them.  He tells Maria that she must love like this: “You will do your duty and show Me you are a true disciple.  In regard to her, leave to Me the office of Judge...”

Maria then writes of “the unjust and cruel arrogance” of her mother, but concludes: “Amen.  I obey Jesus, and offer this physical and moral pain for her soul.”)

October 2-3, 1943


(Just prior to her mother’s death, Jesus tells Maria that the suffering of both her and her mother is not without purpose.  A soul such as her mother’s must have somebody with an heroic measure of faith and generosity, especially one of their own blood, to give them their last glimmer of hope of salvation.  The “thank you” may not come until much later…)

September 27, 1944


(Jesus describes the fear which Maria’s mother had of Him, because of her troubled conscience…)  

November 1, 1944

(Maria describes a vision of the soul of her mother in Purgatory, which seemed to be close to the boundary of the loving paradise of Heaven:  “It seemed to ask to be excused: to say, 'Now I know,' to say, 'I love you,' to say, 'Thanks,' and, 'I was blind, now I see.'  The spirit had a serious appearance, almost sad, yet peaceful and serene, a humble and yet solemn appearance...  I think that Jesus had wanted me to know it so that I may be less desolate.  I am delighted by the memory of what I have seen, and I bless the Lord for it”…)

May 16, 1946

(Maria writes:)

"My mama!  She is mildly sad.  With a peaceful face, no longer ashen as in the first apparitions.  It is the face of her better hours, and also more at peace, as though softened from a reflection of a soul nourished by peace.  But she is sad.  She looks at me with loving pity.  A look which I have desired from her many times while she was my mama on earth, and which I had had so rarely, and always more feebly than this look now.  She looks at me... She seems to suffer...  But she is no longer distant from me, in an ultra terrestrial zone, as in the first apparitions.  She is right here with me, towards the foot of my bed, and she looks around – I do not know if from curiosity, or to greet her own things which she sees again around me.  She smiles at her portrait set near me; she smiles more luminously at her Lady of Sorrows [picture], at my miniature one, and then she looks at Jesus Whom I have at the head of the bed - and her look is so vague that I am unsuccessful in describing it.  She seems to pray and venerate, but she seems to be humiliated, asking forgiveness...  She seems to suffer. 

    I think she is sad, because for two months I have not been able to have a Holy Mass of suffrage said for her.  Before - from December to March - she was calm, or she seemed calm to me, because I did not see or feel her anymore, as if the monthly Holy Mass gave her relief.  And I said it to her: 'You are right, Mama.  But if you knew how put down I am.  They almost do not occupy themselves anymore with me.'

    She shook her head with an act of denial.... 

    I continue: 'I don't know to whom to address myself to be sure that they solace you with the Holy Sacrifice...'  She answers: 

Iside : 'I know.  We, here, we know.  But it is not for myself that I suffer; it is for you.  Poor Maria!  Never understood, never loved, never happy...  Not even now that you are sick and so worthy of help.  How many wrongs we all have done toward you!' 

Maria :  'Do not suffer, Mama.  You know that I am habituated to this state...'  – I do not say any more, since I understand that my words would be a rebuke for the memory of the past, of her past and mine....  She answers: 

Iside :  'I cannot not suffer.  Because now I understand.  Immersed as we are in a burning and luminous bath of expiating love, we see, we know and we learn now, here, to love our God and our neighbor - whom in life we had loved little, and badly.  And the sufferings of our neighbor increase our expiation because, with our egoism fallen away, we know how to suffer with him, and for him.  But do not afflict yourself for this.  This serves us for going more quickly into Paradise.  Have patience, Maria.  God alone loves you.  But He loves you so much.  And now, your mama also loves you so much, your mama who cannot yet give you all that she wants, in order to repair.  The first period, that of remorse, is ended... and I am in active love.  But I still cannot do anything else for you but pray.  However, remain at peace.  You already know how to love, and therefore you are protected by Love.  I learn to know, moment by moment, for Eternity.  Knowing always more, I learn to love always more.  When I know how to love as it was commanded us, my expiation will be ended, and then I will be able to do much more.  Paradise and power – on earth and here – are had by loving.  Do not weep, "picceccola" (a term of endearment that Mama gave me when I was a child, and means: "little baby", and which she also gave me after I became a woman in her very rare, expansive moments).  The evil is from the others.  It is they who should weep, because they do evil.  Oh!  If you knew how one expiates here what our neighbor is made to suffer.  And they will all suffer it.  And it will be just, because they have no pity - either for God's creature or for the means used by Him.  How good one should be while one can!  Be patient and offer to God your patience as a suffrage for your mama.  The best of offerings: just because (it is) made by you, solely by you.  It is your offerings, your sacrifices which give me relief, because it is toward you that I have failed the more in love, toward you among all the living....  Peppino is no longer among the living....  Good-bye, Mario...' (another way that I was called by Mama, who had wanted a boy instead of a girl and called me "Mario", as though to console herself for having put a girl into the world...), and a cool kiss grazed my cheek, while the vision darkened... and slowly disappeared. 

Maria :  I call:  'Mama!  Mama !  Tell me!...  Are you more purified that you speak now, while before you could not?  Tell me!...'  But she had gone away without answering me.  I wanted also to ask her: ' When you were so tormented in December and called me with that weeping voice, was it because you saw what was prepared for me?'  And I also wanted to say to her: ' Why does Papa never come?  Is he perhaps in peace, or so much in peace as to act from Paradise without coming?'  But she had not given me time for that.  I remain in my curiosity but with a sense of calm comfort...." 

October 4, 1949

(Maria writes:)

"After so long a time I see my mama.  She is in the midst of the flames of Purgatory.  I have never seen her in the flames.  I cry out.  I do not succeed in suppressing my outcry, which I then justify to Martha [Diciotti] (16) with some excuse, in order not to impress her. 

    My mama is no longer so vaporous, so grayish, and with a hard expression, hostile toward the All and toward all, as I saw her in the first three years after her death.  Then - though I begged her to - she did not want to turn to God...  Nor is she dim and sad as though afraid, as I saw her for successive years.  She is beautiful, young again, serene.  She seems like a bride in her garment, no longer gray but white, very incandescent.  From her groin up she is out of the flames.  I speak to her.  I say to her: 'Are you still there, Mama?  And yet I have prayed so much to shorten the pain for you, and I had others pray.  This morning, for your sixth anniversary [of death] I received Communion for you.  And you are still there!'   Cheerfully, merrily she answers me:

Iside :  'I am here, but only for a little while still.  I know that you have prayed and had others pray.  This morning I made a great step toward Peace.  I thank you and the sister who has prayed for me.  I will repay you after...  Soon.  Shortly I will be finished being purged.  I have already purged the faults of my mind... my proud obstinacy... and then those of my heart... my egoism....  They were the most grave.  Now I expiate those of the lower part.  But they are a trifle compared to the former.' 

Maria :  'But when I saw you so vaporous and hostile, you did not want to turn toward Heaven....' 

Iside :  'Heh! I was still proud...  Me? humble myself?  I did not want to.  But then my pride had fallen.' 

Maria : 'And when you were so sad?' 

Iside : 'I was still attached to earthly affections.  And you know that it was not a good attachment...  But I already understood.  I was sad for that reason.  Because now that there was no longer a fault of pride, I understood that I had loved God badly, wanting Him as my servant, and that I had loved you badly....' 

Maria : 'Don't think of it anymore, Mama.  It's passed now.'

Iside : 'Yes, it is passed.  And if I am this way now, I thank you.  It is through you that I am thus.  Your sacrifice...  It obtained Purgatory for me, and shortly, Peace.'

Maria : 'In 1950?' 

Iside : 'Before that!  Before that!  Soon!' 

Maria : 'Then there will be no more need for us to pray for you.' 

Iside : 'Pray all the same , as if I were here.  There are so many souls, of every kind, and many souls of mothers, forgotten.  There is need to love and think of them all.  Now I know that.  You know how to think of all, to love all.  I know this now also, and now I understand how just it is.  Now I do not extemporize the process of God anymore.  Now I say that it is just....' 

Maria : 'Then, you pray for me.' 

Iside : 'Heh! I thought of that first for you.  You see how I had kept house for you.  You know it, eh?  But now I will pray for your soul so that you may either be happy, or that you may come with me.'

Maria : 'And Papa?  Where is Papa?' 

Iside : 'In Purgatory.' 

Maria : 'Still?!  And yet he was good.  He died as a Christian, with resignation.' 

Iside : 'More than I.  But he is here.  God judges differently than we do. In a manner all His own...' 

Maria : 'How ever is Papa still there?'

Iside : 'Heh!!'

Maria : (I am hurt about it; I hoped he was in Heaven for a while).  'And Martha's mama?  You know, Martha...'. 

Iside : 'Yes, yes.  I know now who Martha is. Before... my character...  Martha's mama is out of here for some time.' 

Maria : 'And the mama of my friend, Erama Antonini?  You know?' 

Iside : 'I know.  We know all, we who are being purged, but less well than here, the saints.  Yet we know.  When I came down here, she went out of here.' 

Maria : (I see the flames licking and they distress me.)  I ask her: 'Do you suffer much from that fire?' 

Iside : 'Now, no.  Now there is another [fire], stronger than it, which makes me almost not feel this.  And then... that other Fire gives the will to suffer...  You know that...'. 

Maria : 'You are beautiful now, Mama.  You are as I wanted you.' 

Iside : 'If I am, I owe it to you.  Heh!  How many things are understood when one is here.  They are always more understood, the more one is purified here from pride and egoism.  I have so much of that...'. 

Maria : 'Don't think anymore about that.' 

Iside : 'I must think of it.  Good-bye, Maria.' 

Maria : 'Good-bye, Mama.  Come quickly to take me.' 

Iside : ' When God wills....' 

(Maria writes:)

I had wanted to note this down (17).  It contains instruction.  God punishes first the faults of our mind, then of our heart, lastly the weakness of our flesh.  One needs to pray for those abandoned in their purgation, as if they were our relatives; the judgment of God is very different from ours.  Those being purged understand that which in life they did not understand, because [they were] so full of themselves.

    Apart from my displeasure for Papa...  I am satisfied to have seen her so serene, even glad, poor Mama!" 









   LETTERS










The Poem of the Man-God


I am reading The Poem for the second time – this time I will make sure to read it very slowly, so I can absorb as many details as possible.


I can honestly say that it is the best book I have ever read, as I realise it is the life of Our Lord Jesus, Our Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and all the apostles – knowing them as we never knew them before.










 HERMAN NANTIL, Lynwood, W.A.

The Notebooks

I am halfway through the 1943 Notebooks – it is just beautiful.  We really do not know Our Lady – it’s amazing.  I wish every priest could read this – maybe one day…








EILEEN RAMAN, Coffs Harbour, N.S.W.


Notebooks 1943 is really something – I will order Notebooks 1944 next time.

 BETTY REILLY, Chelsea, Vic.

“Pilgrim’s Guide”


… What a shock I got when I picked it up.  I stopped what I was doing, and looked at the reference to Joachim & Anne… How you have put it all together is beyond me – I would have my own chance and Buckley’s of doing it.


I am about to start with Volume 1 for the third time, but it will take longer to read – it will be more enjoyable because I will be referring to the Guide as I go along.








  KEVIN DONNELLY, Tamworth, N.S.W.

This work has been a torrent of inspiration for me, particularly the Biblical section, which opens a new understanding and much deeper insight to the Bible.

JEAN-MARIE D’AUTEUIL, Quebec, Canada.

I wanted to know whereabouts in The Poem I would find the part about Our Lady speaking to Jesus regarding Peter adopting Marjiam as his son.  This is such a wonderful passage, as it shows that if we ask Mary to go to Jesus for us, there's a lot of power in that.  Well I finally found it, thanks to the Pilgrim's Guide (Volume 2, pages 307-309), and it gives me much assurance reading it ...

(Also), I listened to your "For the Love of Mary" tape.  It's another gem.
CARMEL TANNA, Homebush N.S.W.

The Audio Tapes

I want to thank you from my heart for the tape of Maria Valtorta.  Lately, my hearing has failed considerably, but I find the speech beautifully clear.  I never miss a word…


I loved Maria’s vision of the Assumption.  I listened to it more than once on the Feast itself.  You are in my prayers, and I ask you to pray for me.  My eyesight is very weak…  I have been an avid reader, but can’t read much now.  (Two friends) come and read to me at times…










   SISTER H.B., N.S.W.

E-mails from Ed


The “Stations Of The Cross” is most appreciated and is about as powerful as it gets.  I was praying you would bring the Magdalene in at the end, where she pleads with Mary, and you did, and it was a perfect, perfect ending.  If you ever have to re-record, I like the reading where it mentions Longinus coming to attention as Christ was dying.  That, too, brought tears to my eyes…

I just keep listening to the “Mary” and “Stations” tapes, over and over. They really are powerful. Looking forward to getting my next order...  Please don't change them, they are really, really great
.

   ED FORD, Scottsdale, Arizona, U.S.A.


(A hurried note before this bulletin goes to print.  Ed had been a great help with feedback and advice relating to the “Meditation Rosaries” project.  We now have a “gang of five” as the organising group: Dale, Tony, Ed and myself – and, of course, who else but Mary as our overall Co-ordinator.  We are indeed blessed! – Ed.)

The Booklets

Many thanks for the “Mary Magdalene” booklet…  I have read it, and it was wonderful…


I will let you know if I begin a Maria Valtorta Prayer Group.




  MARIE CHEERS, Somerton Park, S.A.


I really enjoyed the extracts on Reconciliation and the booklet on Mary Magdalene.

DAWN BREEZE, Mansfield, Qld.



A  NOTE  FOR  OVERSEAS  MEMBERS




You will probably be well aware of the cost of sending money to other countries, including Australia, by cheque or similar means. Sending cash is risky and unlawful, and there is a cost to convert to Australian dollars at this end.

Available to us now is an arrangement whereby money for subscriptions, books etc. can be transferred without these costs, by overseas members and purchasers only, using Visa or Mastercard.  Authorisation must state the following:

Name:   

Address for mailing:

I authorise Craft Book Wholesalers to debit my Visa card (or Mastercard)  No.:

Name on Card:

Expiry date:

Address of account for card:

For the amount of (Aust. Dollars):  $

Date:


Please ask for a quote which includes postage costs, before sending this authority.  If you can arrange an e-mail – for the inquiry and/or for authorisation of payment - this is a quick and efficient way of speeding up the process.  Our e-mail address is: valtorta@alphalink.com.au
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $7.00 per year (plus postage if mailed overseas) is requested for the year 2000.  (Subscriptions for e-mail recipients remain at $5.00.)  A Catalogue of books and other items, and bulletin back-issues, is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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