[please pray for readers’ group member, Bro. Peter Dwyer, who is being ordained to the priesthood on 12th december 1997]
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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

BULLETIN  NO.  13  -  MARCH  1999

EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,


Welcome to the last year of the 1900s.  May we all be in God’s Grace and care as we enter the new millennium.


Many thanks to members who have sent in subscriptions, or who have contributed in other financial ways (and thus are automatically on the bulletin mailing list).  More importantly, thank you for your prayers.


This issue includes a report on the new Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem, highlights from Notebooks 1944 which arrived just before Christmas, and a Subject Index to Bulletins #1 to #12.
The Supplement is “Peace, Agitation and Discernment” – much shorter than the 1998 supplements, but containing Jesus’ vital advice for recognising what comes from God and what does not, and for coping with persecution, conflict, and stress.

 “A Pilgrim’s Guide to Maria Valtorta’s

The Poem of the Man-God”


Since the previous bulletin, there has been much progress in this venture, which expands on previous and separate Index and Scripture Cross-Referencing compilations.  Advance copies were printed, very valuable comments were received (see just a few of these in the Letters section), and an improved format has resulted from this feedback.  It is still a 108-page booklet, with comb-binding for ease of use, and the outside cover has been laminated (an inexpensive addition).  The initial cost of $5.00 has proved unrealistic, and the price for Readers’ Group members is now $7.50.  Interest is being gauged for wider distribution in Australia and overseas, where its price (allowing for sellers’ margins etc.) could be twice that figure.


[Mention was made in the last bulletin of a Scientific Index for The Poem of the Man-God, of about 560 pages, published in Canada.  This retails for $40.00 Canadian (slightly more in Australian dollars).  I have decided not to stock this book, but if any readers want more information, please let me know.]

On the Internet


After much deliberation, a connection to this extraordinary medium has been made.  The trigger was an opportunity to tune in to a wider Valtorta community, and there were a couple of other “signs” discerned as positive.  Some significant outcomes have emerged already.  Mountains of helpful material are accessible with a few clicks of a mouse, and great speed can be achieved in personal interaction with many good people around the world.  Nonetheless it is only an aid, not an end in itself, and it is certainly alive with pitfalls.


An early exploration was made of a Valtorta Web-site established by Bro. C.C., a Trappist monk in the U.S.A.  Its address is:  
Error! Bookmark not defined.
(This was the source of Ven. Allegra’s testimony - see Bulletin #10).  Browsing through the site I was startled to find two items of pornographic material.  Bro. C.C. was quite surprised, and quickly rectified the situation.  He informed me that as hackers had changed the front page of the New York Times, and penetrated the security of the Pentagon, this was not such an exceptional feat.  So we have been warned.  In wandering through the Internet, a preliminary prayer, and guidance from some messages in this month’s supplement, will be helpful.


Establishment of a Readers’ Group Web-site is a future possibility.  Any advice from readers will be appreciated.  The Group’s e-mail address is in the header at the top of the page. (If you have an e-mail address yourself, please let me know.)

Sending Faxes


If you have difficulty sending a fax, please telephone.  The fax system is computer-based, and needs setting up to receive.  When I’m not home the system receives automatically.

Sunday Gospel Readings


One of our members, who is sight-impaired, asked if we could audio-tape Maria Valtorta’s accounts of the 1999 Sunday Gospels.  This was done on separate tapes for January and February, and has been completed for the first three (very powerful) Sunday Gospels in March. The fourth Sunday in March is Passion Sunday, and taping of extracts from the Passion may be a possibility.  The Pilgrim’s Guide comes in very handy for quick finding of Valtorta passages.  A priest friend of mine is using the February tape to help with his Sunday homilies.  Copies of each (monthly) tape are $5 each.  Profit (if any) will assist the donation of these tapes to priests.

“Valtortling” Journeys


God willing, there will be a trip to Perth in late April (keep 25th April free if you can), and my little car could make Sydney and Brisbane in May/June.  Contacts for updates are Jenny and Joe West in Sydney: (02) 9763 1188;  Sue Carroll in Brisbane: (07) 3366 6405;  and Barry Johnson in Perth: (08) 9405 3363. 

Please Pray for Katie

Katie, an 18-year-old grand-daughter of one of our members, has cystic fibrosis, which is “incurable”.  Please pray to Maria Valtorta that she will intercede for her recovery.


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convener.






NOTEBOOKS  1944








These Notebooks were written during the year of Maria’s first visions and dictations, which later became The Poem of the Man-God.  Notebooks 1944 is quite separate from this epic work, but contains some passages which were later included in the End Times and the Prayers publications.


Its central underlying themes are Maria’s intense trial, spiritual abandonment (dark night of the soul) and purification, culminating in Jesus’ physical and very moving return.

The following is a list of some of the highlights for me, bearing in mind that any commentary on a work such as this must be personal, as each reader’s experience will be different.  

· Witnessing the martyrdom and burial of St. Agnes

· The reality of Hell.

· A most graphic description of the Last Judgement,

· Teachings on marriage.

· Visit by St. Paul to some early Christian Martyrs.

· Death of Mary Magdalene (see her pledge of infinite love – Vol. 5, pages 83-5 of The Poem).

· Maria’s 40 days abandonment, suffering and temptation, and her wartime evacuation from her beloved home.

· Mary’s Joys and Seven Sorrows.

· God’s regulated order in Creation.

· Four Holy Hour meditations from Jesus.

· Maria’s experiences with the visions and dictations (to which others were often oblivious), being given the strength despite her continuing suffering; her love for Jesus; and her prophetic dreams, purification process, reading souls, and interactions with Mary and St. Therese.

· Passages about St. Joseph, St. Peter, Catherine of Siena, Cyprian, Margaret Mary (and the Sacred Heart), Perpetua (her martyrdom), and a number of other saints. 

· The wonder of angels and Guardian Angels, and their gift of hope.

· Gifts for us, and time limits for their use.

· John’s testimony of following Jesus’ footprints of Blood.

· Mass in the Catacombs – celebrated by Pope Urban.

· The marriage and martyrdom of St. Cecelia.

· Perseverance of the remnant.

· Communion of Saints around the “living spirits” on earth.

· The truth about Indulgences.

· Jesus the Teacher – strict disciplinarian and Giver of Love.

· Difficulties with detachment.

· Special prayers - for sufferers, for the holy souls in Purgatory, on the Kingship of Jesus, and especially to Jesus, Mary and Joseph for consecration of the house (page 645 – this would be worth a special prayer card).

· Jesus’ commentary on parts of the Gospels not recorded.

· Humility and littleness.

· St. Francis – his ecstasy and stigmata.

· Satan the tireless one.

· The Poem’s visions and dictations – their early distribution and Jesus’ warnings; ownership of the originals.

· Mary of Agreda, and lessons from the Spanish “remakes”.

· Dictations from God the Father and the Holy Spirit.

· Maria’s very moving interactions with Jesus, and His startling exchange of gifts with her.

· The Priest – “worthy of the maximum respect” as Jesus obeys his command in becoming the Eucharist.







   LETTERS








(The consistently positive feedback in the “Letters” column is a bit of a worry - I’ve expected some brickbats, but so far there’ve been none.  I await feedback about the books and the bulletins, positive or negative, with openness.  Ed.)
Bringing out all the Emotions

These books give me a greater understanding of our most holy Bible - the Word of God...  On reading the Poem, it brings out all the emotions in my heart - tears, laughter, joy etc. - I really understand Jesus’ humanity and His divinity.  I could go on and on...  These books establish in my heart a greater love for Jesus, His Mother, St. Joseph and all the Angels and Saints - as I understand Jesus’ great sufferings out of love for us all...



 LEONE BROWN, Upper Taylors Arm, N.S.W.

No More Excuses

The Poem is for me a source of graces, joy and strength - for my life and for the crosses in it.  This book is what I always desired.  To know Our Lord more closely, what the apostles were like, His life, His Mother - even that frightens me a little, because there are no more excuses for us any more...  I experience that infinite love of His, and I know He does not want me to fall, but to save me, and I can count on His help...


And still we have His holy Mother, who doesn’t get easily exhausted, and She prays for us, and I witness that enormous influence on Her Son, and it fills me full of hope.  My life is different now...
MIKULAS RUSSNAK, Glen Waverley, Vic.

“A Prod in the Ribs”


Maria Valtorta’s writings are such a lifeline for me.  My husband (good-naturedly) says that he can’t remember what I look like, because my head is always stuck into one of those Poem books… The house can be falling down around me and I am oblivious to everything.  But it’s nothing that a prod in the ribs won’t fix.


(Some advice to critics of the Poem):  Try reading it first, so you know what you are talking about.  I’ve found nothing that has benefited me as much as Maria Valtorta’s writings.  The sufferings in life turn into sweetness.  I’m sure all in the Readers’ Group are her much-loved children.






    CHERADEE GILLESPIE, Batlow, NSW. 
To Know, to Hope, to Pray

Enclosed is my $5 subscription.  I would like to make it more, as I personally think it has more than 10 times that value to me...  I am still reading Volume 1 of The Poem, slowly, slowly, and I agree with Barry Johnson (letter in Bulletin #12).  It is wonderful to know Jesus, Mary and the Apostles this way.  It gives us so much hope.  Praying becomes more personal also.



ANNA CONDRADT, Condell Park, N.S.W.

Pray for Priests
Please remember priests in your prayers - know that I remember you regularly at the altar, in with all my family and friends.  May the Lord’s presence be one of which you are ever aware, and may Mary, our spiritual Mother, protect you in Her Immaculate Heart!






    Fr. P.D., N.S.W.


(Members may remember a request for prayers for Brother Peter, ordained to the priesthood late in 1997.  He sent me a beautiful letter just before Christmas, telling of his work in a parish in northern N.S.W.  This was the last paragraph. – Ed.)

The Audio Tapes


Tape 4 (“Soul to Soul”) is wonderfully enriching listening.






 MARY BILLINGS, Carseldine, Qld.


I’ve been listening to “Soul to Soul” and it is magnificent!  (It includes) many wonderful things, however one of my favourites was the parable of the two coins: time and free will.  I particularly liked the thought-provoking questions: “Can I afford the time to do this, or can I not afford the time to do this?” and “How am I spending my time?”  There were many wonderful parts on “Soul to Soul” that brought tears to my eyes, (including) touching accounts from The Poem, and your own life experiences...  Now that I’ve got “Soul to Soul”, I can give the tape of the radio interview a much needed break...


Mum is currently reading Notebooks 1944 and loves it!  I’ve been reading some of it when it’s not in her hands!







 CARMEL TANNA, Homebush, N.S.W.
Notebooks 1944

I can’t put the Notebooks 1944 down, but I have to, as I am very busy coming up to Christmas and baby-sitting.  I quote parts of it to Carmel and Joe as I go, because the teachings of Jesus are so enlightening and beautiful...








  JENNY WEST, Homebush, N.S.W.


These Notebooks are another “little slice of Heaven”.  Words fail me when wishing to describe these magnificent books.


   JACKIE NEALON, Berowra Heights, N.S.W.


I am very impressed and enlightened by the 1944 Notebooks.  I find unanswered questions that I thought would never be explained.  I love the simplicity and wisdom when I discover that the things I believe in are true.

 STELLA MORRIS, Duncraig, W.A.


I was very pleased to read what Jesus had to say about Mary of Agreda, and it answered many queries from others about the fact that each visionary sees things differently (the things that don’t matter of course).  I have one friend who will not read Maria Valtorta because she does not fit in with Anne Catherine Emmerich’s visions, such as the Cross, nails etc.


Personally, I cannot read books now that give any person’s own thinking about spiritual matters.  After Maria Valtorta, I only read what Jesus and Mary have given as enlightenment...


I find when I open Notebooks 1943 that there are passages that catch my attention, and it is as though I had never read them before.  So I re-read, and gain greater insights every time.


I marvel at the numerous interventions of Jesus and Mary – with messages of hope, warning and encouragement for these times.  We are in good hands, and how loved we are by them both.  This year of 1999 will be an auspicious year, with rapid changes…




CELINE RYAN, Stokes Valley, N.Z.


[John Haffert talks about variations in detail seen by Mary of Agreda, Therese Neumann and others (see Bulletins #1 and #2).  He explains that “different visionaries are shown different aspects of the supernatural realities… one may be factual, and the other symbolical”.  Ed.]


Notebooks 1944 are surprising!  Read what it says about Mary of Agreda.  Marvelous stuff.  Can’t wait to get the index.










    FATHER K.R., Vic.

(An Index has now been completed, and is being included in this mail-out for those who have purchased the book. - Ed.)

The Bulletins and Supplements

We feel (the bulletins are) worth much more than the $5.00 subscription. Reviewing them reawakens my desire to read The Poem again and again.  It’s amazing, but I’ve read the five volumes many times, but when I receive the bulletins, you mention parts that I had forgotten about, or hadn’t taken in.  So thanks for that, and keep up the good work.

  LYNNE & PETER PODGORCZYK, Alstonville, N.S.W.

All the supplements are real treasures.  I pray that Our Gracious Lord will continue to richly bless you as you respond to His inspirations to spread His Kingdom.












SISTER K. O’D., S.A.


Many thanks for all the interesting bulletins and supplements during 1998, I enjoy these, and often photocopy them for family and others.

    MARY ROSS, Tyaak, Vic.


Thank you for the last bulletin...  I’m delighted that you’ve put together “Abba! Father!”, and I’m still hoping that you will still follow it sometime in ‘99 with all the prayers Jesus addressed to His Father in The Poem, and/or in any of the other writings...  






     SISTER C.M., Tas.


I am grateful for the supplements, (which have) invigorated my interest in Maria Valtorta.  I take them with me to work to read at morning tea and lunch, and I read them in the evening some times as well…


I am looking forward to receiving the newsletters next year, and I hope your energy and enthusiasm stay strong.






    JOHN RAYMENT, Helensburgh, N.S.W.


(Thanks, John.  Sometimes my “Martha” doesn’t leave much time for my “Mary”.  I try to keep a balance.  Ed.)

Pilgrim’s Guide

(These are just some of the comments received – Ed.)

The most comprehensive guide imaginable, it will be a constant companion in my continuous journey.  Anyone who uses The Poem would find this an invaluable tool of trade.






   BARRY WHATELEY, Mulgrave, Vic.

The Pilgrim’s Guide will be an invaluable help, especially with my prayer group and private reading.  I can see that it will be in constant use.

KATHY McCARTNEY, Hornsby Heights, N.S.W.

A wonderful job in a compact, complete, easily usable and transportable format.  The very day I received it, I made good use of it, going through the five volumes for Christmas sermon material.








    FATHER K.R., Vic.

A valuable and convenient tool… you seem to have thought of every possible combination.  After daily readings at Mass, I can come home and look them up in The Poem.  

JOHN LOVEGROVE, Port Macquarie, N.S.W.

I have always believed in every word of The Poem, but there are many who want solid Biblical proof.  Also, there are some passages I particularly love, and this is a most useful tool to find these quickly. The research given to this Pilgrim’s Guide is quite remarkable.  I had no idea it would be so comprehensive – I thought it would be “just a stroll” through The Poem.

   ROSE MARY RHODES, Carlingford, N.S.W.

I have used “Pilgrim’s Guide” to look up some biblical passages, and also some themes in the Index at the front. It seems right on target each time, and indeed a tremendous aid in finding biblical passages and personages or themes in The Poem, as well as valuable exegeses by Christ on particular biblical passages in the Old Testament.  It would surely be invaluable to any priest or deacon in preparing homilies.   …It’s a magnificent labor of love, and bears witness to the propriety of the original title of The Poem - as The Gospel as it was Revealed to Me.  I think the layout is excellent, and I really couldn’t add anything more… The cross-references of The Poem to Scripture and vice versa -- and then also the conflation between the Douay-Rheims and RSV -- are the final exquisite touch of love for Christ and His great Gift to our Church of today…



  Bro. C.C., Kentucky, U.S.A.

Been Through the Mill

What a joy to receive your note and bulletin.  I have been through the mill over the last two years, and now it’s like coming out of a dark tunnel into the sunshine…


I (now) feel free, and a heavy burden has been taken from me. I am in such need of delving into The Poem and the Notebooks.  I had actually come to realise that Satan had his hand in tying me up so completely, that I was unable to spare time for my own spiritual reading.  That, for me, is a MUST.


... From predictions, it would look like the coming year will bring more tribulations and difficulties.  We must all walk hand-in-hand with Jesus and Mary.  So few people heed the warnings.  History is repeating itself.  We have the same situation as when Jesus came at Bethlehem to a cold, uncaring world, and one can see the answer to His question: “When the Son of Man returns, will He find any faith on earth?”... *






CELINE RYAN, Lower Hutt, New Zealand.

 [* The following words of Jesus to His apostles, about the End Times (Vol. 5, p. 45), is a lead-up to the raising of Lazarus, and amplifies the Gospel reading of 21st March]:

“… What is written must take place, and the powers of evil are already working secretly to accomplish their deed.  Let Me do as I wish and do good things, while I am free to do so.  The hour will come when I shall no longer be able to move a finger, or utter one word, to work the miracle.  The world will be devoid of all My power.  A dreadful hour of punishment for man.  Not for Me.  For man, who will have refused to love Me. An hour that will repeat itself through the will of man, who will have rejected Divinity to the extent of making himself godless - a follower of Satan, and of his cursed son.  An hour that will take place when the end of this world is close at hand.  The prevailing lack of faith will make My power of miracle of no use - not because I can lose it, but because no miracle can be granted, where there is no faith, and no will, to have it, where a miracle would be made a butt of, and an instrument of, evil, by using the good received, to turn it into greater evil.  Now I can still work miracles, and work them to give glory to God…”
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent out to members at 3-monthly intervals.  A donation of $5 per year ($7.50 overseas) is requested, to help towards overheads and mailing costs.  A Catalogue of books and other items, and back-issues of bulletins, are available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God  inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor wishes to affirm submission to the final and official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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